
DEi ET APOSTOLICAE SEDIS GRATIA 

EPISCOPUS SCRANTONENSIS 

� 

DECREE 

In the name of God. Amen. 

WHEREAS, the Diocese of Scranton's Vision 2030: Creating Parish Co1J1mttnities Rooted in the Ufa oj]estts 
Ch,ist, a pastoral planning process addressing the long-range needs and challenges of the Diocese of 
Scranton, looks proactively at the realities of our local church in the present moment while striving to 
meet the opportunities and challenges of the coming decade, with the goal of creating vibrant parish 
cornmu nities rooted in the life of Jesus Christ, and; 

WHEREAS, according to C1C c. 381 §1, the jurisdiction exercised by the diocesan bishop is ordinary, 
proper, and immediate and is provided to him in the same diocese entrusted to him for the exercise 
of his pastoral function, and; 

WHEREAS, according to CIC c. 515 §1, a parish is a defined community of the Chrisrian Faithful 
srably constituted within the particular church, and, according to CIC c. 515 §3, possesses juridic 
personality ipso zttre and whose pastoral care is entrusted to its proper pastor under the authority of the 
diucesan bishop, and; 

WHEREAS, through the aforementioned exercise of jurisdiction in the particular church entrusted 
to his care, according to CIC c. 515 §2, the diocesan bishop alone is competent to erect, supp1·ess, m 
notably alter parishes always having heard the presbyteral council prior to the aforementioned action, 
and; 

WHEREAS, the Diocese of Scranton's Vision 2030 pastoral planning process evaluates the viability 
of parishes based 011 the following priority drivers: 

4' Equitable distribution of clergy based 011 population of Catholic members of the Christian 
htithful; 

• financial viabilit7 of parishes;
• Participation in <;acramental life of parishes by the Christian Faithful;
• Infrastructure needs of parish facilities;
� Growth or decline of overall population in a particular area, and; 






