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When Robert Francis Prevost stepped onto the loggia of St. Peter's 
Basilica one year ago May 8, he carried with him a piece of paper on 

which he had carefully written the first words he would utter 
as Pope Leo XIV.  

 
His first speech was, in ways that would only become clear over 

the year that followed, a preview of what was to come. 
 

"Peace be with you all," the newly elected Pope Leo said. 
 

Peace would become perhaps the most visible theme of his first year, 
as war flared in the Middle East and Pope Leo became a persistent and 

sometimes lone voice of moral authority for restraint and dialogue.  
 

But the eight-minute speech that followed also contained many of the 
other major themes of his early pontificate: a vision of "a united 

Church," theological rootness in St. Augustine, the pope's missionary 
heart and a prioritization of God above all else. 

 

   



 



 

   
   

   

'Peace be with you 
all': Pope Leo's first 

words were a 
roadmap for his first 

year 
 
Over his first year, Pope Leo XIV 
has put significant effort into 
elevating the signs of faith - he 
has offered more than 65 public 
Masses, carried the Eucharist in 
procession through the streets of 
Rome and carried the cross for 
two key events. 

 

  

   

Click Here to 
Read the Full 

Story 

 

 

   

   
   

Pope Leo XIV's First-
Year Themes of 

Unity, Community 
have Augustinian 

Ties 
 
 
One of the first things Pope Leo 
XIV said from the balcony of St. 
Peter's Basilica upon his election 
May 8, 2025, was "I am a son of 
St. Augustine, an Augustinian." 

 

  

   

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=aGhmNTZmZ21sdlIwb1J0L3RhQk5ZdDRFRFlpN0hIV2pJWndIWHlSTlJVUT0=&h=3d5607e92e59467f8e077edaa96436ae&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZSo3pNtqxfotvobO8hypuYkyNvz-QbR5roq0SpUw5Tqbhpyzg7UviP9PBv6VigzUarYX47HlVXzV5BTsbJjZYed_Ri5w-F-9whHTLw_BH9i6lTEEVZj1z0jYM_R5M-vDo
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=aGhmNTZmZ21sdlIwb1J0L3RhQk5ZdDRFRFlpN0hIV2pJWndIWHlSTlJVUT0=&h=3d5607e92e59467f8e077edaa96436ae&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZSo3pNtqxfotvobO8hypuYkyNvz-QbR5roq0SpUw5Tqbhpyzg7UviP9PBv6VigzUarYX47HlVXzV5BTsbJjZYed_Ri5w-F-9whHTLw_BH9i6lTEEVZj1z0jYM_R5M-vDo
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=aGhmNTZmZ21sdlIwb1J0L3RhQk5ZdDRFRFlpN0hIV2pJWndIWHlSTlJVUT0=&h=3d5607e92e59467f8e077edaa96436ae&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZSo3pNtqxfotvobO8hypuYkyNvz-QbR5roq0SpUw5Tqbhpyzg7UviP9PBv6VigzUarYX47HlVXzV5BTsbJjZYed_Ri5w-F-9whHTLw_BH9i6lTEEVZj1z0jYM_R5M-vDo


Click Here to 
Read the Full 

Story 

 

 

   

   
   

Americans continue 
to feel drawn to 
Pope Leo, first 

American pontiff, a 
year after election 

 
A year into his papacy, Pope Leo 
XIV is still enjoying popularity and 
rockstar-like fame, especially in 
Chicago, his hometown. Beyond 
the pop-culture interest, his 
dedication to the faith and 
outreach to young people have 
stood out. 

 

  

   

Click Here to 
Read the Full 

Story 

 

 

   

   
   

God's Diplomat: 
Pope Leo XIV and 

his Strategy to 
speak Gospel to 

Power 
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As he prepares to celebrate a year 
on the throne of Peter, Pope Leo 
XIV has become one of the most 
quoted global leaders on the 
planet. 

 

Click Here to 
Read the Full 

Story 

 

 

   

 As the one-year anniversary of Pope Leo XIV's election to the papacy 
approaches, here is a selection of six quotes from the new pontiff on 

various topics, looking back over the 12 months since he 
became pope May 8, 2025. 
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Prayer for Pope Leo 
XIV 

   

O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful, 
look favorably on your servant Leo, 

whom you have set at the head of your Church as her shepherd; 
grant, we pray, that by word and example 

he may be of service to those over whom he presides 
so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care, 

he may come to everlasting life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

   
 
 
 

 
  

 
 


