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Nation reels as Catholic School 
shooting in Minneapolis leaves 

2 dead, 17 injured 

  

 

A deadly mass shooting took place the morning of Aug. 27 at 
Annunciation Catholic School in Minneapolis shortly after the 
start of the school day during an all-school Mass at the adjacent 
Annunciation Catholic Church. 
 



The gunman shot from the outside of the church through 
windows at the Mass attendees with a rifle, shotgun and pistol, 
killing two children, ages 8 and 10. According to Minneapolis 
Police Chief Brian O’Hara, 17 others are injured, including 14 
children. Three adults who were shot were parishioners in their 
80s. 
 

While there were “a range of injuries” among the injured children, 
they are all expected to survive, O’Hara said during an afternoon 
press briefing. 
 

The suspected gunman is also dead and believed to have taken his 
own life in the parking lot. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

 

 

 

Statement of Bishop Bambera on 
Minneapolis Catholic School 

Shooting 
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In response to the deadly shooting at a Catholic School in 
Minneapolis on Aug. 27, 2025, the Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, 
Bishop of Scranton, released the following statement: 
 

“I was heartbroken and horrified to hear about the tragic 
shooting that took place Wednesday morning during Mass at 
Annunciation Church in Minneapolis. I ask all people of faith to 
pray for those who are suffering and for the healing of this 
deeply wounded community. 
 

“The fact that such a violent act could happen in the middle of 
Mass is almost unimaginable. It is so profoundly distressing to 
know that such violence could erupt in a place meant for prayer 
and peace. 
 

“As we pray for the victims, their families, the parish 
community, the first responders, and everyone now carrying the 
weight of sorrow and fear – we ask our Blessed Mother Mary – 
whose Annunciation gave hope to the world – to intercede for all 
of those whose lives have been impacted by this horrible 
tragedy.” 



Share Bishop Bambera's Statement from the Diocese of Scranton 
Website 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Leo joins U.S. Bishops in 
mourning victims of Catholic School 

shooting 
 

  

 

Pope Leo XIV joined his brother bishops and fellow Americans in 
the U.S. in expressing condolences following a deadly mass 
shooting that took place Aug. 27 at Annunciation Catholic School 
in Minneapolis shortly after the start of the school day during an 
all-school Mass at the adjacent Annunciation Catholic Church. 
 

In a telegram to Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican secretary of 
state said the pontiff was “profoundly saddened to learn of the 
loss of life and injuries following the shooting that took place at 
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Annunciation Church in Minneapolis, and he sends his heartfelt 
condolences and the assurance of spiritual closeness to all those 
affected by this terrible tragedy, especially the families now 
grieving the loss of a child.” 
 

“While commending the souls of the deceased children to the love 
of Almighty God, His Holiness prays for the wounded as well as 
the first responders, medical personnel and clergy who are caring 
for them and their loved ones,” the telegram said. “At this 
extremely difficult time, the Holy Father imparts to the 
Annunciation Catholic School community, the Archdiocese of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis and the people of the greater Twin 
Cities metropolitan area, his apostolic blessing as a pledge of 
peace, fortitude and consolation in the Lord Jesus.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health Awareness series to 
be offered throughout September 
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The mental health crisis – especially among our young people 
– is growing. But anyone can be affected.  
 

Experts stress that all people should take mental health as 
seriously as physical health.  
 

“If you’re thinking of suicide, treat that the same way you 
would if you were having chest pains or maybe tingling in 
your arms,” said Deacon Ed Shoener, president of the 
International Association of Catholic Mental Health 
Ministers, a lay association dedicated to helping people with 
mental illness and their families. “You’d call someone and 
have it checked out – you’re worried about maybe a heart 
attack or a stroke.” 
 

“Similarly, if you’re having thoughts of suicide, don’t feel 
ashamed, just be concerned and make it a point to talk to 



your doctor, or if you know a therapist – but talk to someone 
about it,” Deacon Shoener, who also serves both the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter and Immaculate Conception 
Parishes, added. “It’s a warning sign that you need to 
examine and see if there’s something more to it than just 
passing thoughts or having a bad day.” 
 

As leaders in the Church, we are called to respond with 
compassion, understanding, and hope.  
 

The Catholic Mental Health Ministry at the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter invites anyone in the community to participate in a 
Mental Health Awareness Series throughout the month of 
September.  

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish invites 
community to learn about new 

saint's life and legacy this evening 
 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9weXBxaDVkYWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&p=m&i=NjdmNjc0ZjlhMzAxY2E3ODU4MWI5ZDdi&t=YjUva0lDVy9HZlZCODBMTXcvMWpzRlp6TDRIQUxtR1BYZkJLOEwxc3Fqdz0=&h=6432a4d5cc594603968032602aa19c59&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZWhytp-u_UZKza1oMpDOLi53kxE3yfPFxIBgobAddJP1d0Q0KbQo-IQgd4njvApOqHmxb83lHAPwiYy_-d2H7siQ27bu4MlCNk47IgpnqDRvPa_cGiuxtgULT-0uU3e48


  

With the canonization of Blessed Carlo Acutis now a little more 
than a week away, everyone is invited to learn more about our 
newest saint this evening in Olyphant! 
 



Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, which serves the communities of 
Olyphant and Throop, will hold an "Evening with Carlo Acutis" 
tonight (Thursday, Aug. 28) at Saint Patrick Church in Olyphant. 
 

Speakers will include Father Ryan Glenn, Father Thomas 
Dzwonczyk, Kyra Krzwicki and David Hudak. The event will also 
feature an inspiring 30-minute film about Carlo's life.  
 

No RSVP's are necessary and there is no cost to attend the 
program. 

 

 

 

 

Mass in Italian to be celebrated on 
Sunday at Cathedral of Saint Peter 

 

  

 

The annual Mass in Italian will be celebrated on Sunday, Aug. 31, 
2025 at 10:00 a.m. in the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. All 
are welcome to attend. 
 



The liturgy is celebrated in conjunction with La Festa Italiana, 
which occurs over the Labor Day weekend, Friday through 
Monday, Aug. 29 – Sept. 1, on Courthouse Square, one block 
away. 
 

Reverend David P. Cappelloni, V.F., La Festa Chaplain and pastor 
of Saints Anthony and Rocco Parish, and Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish, both located in Dunmore, will be the principal 
celebrant and homilist. 
 

Concelebrants will include Monsignor Constantine V. 
Siconolfi, La Festa Chaplain Emeritus, and priests from the 
Diocese of Scranton. Deacons from the Diocese will also 
participate. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light 

 

 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus support 
vocation efforts across the Diocese 
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The Pennsylvania State Council of the Knights of Columbus 
presented two generous contributions to the Most Reverend 
Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, in support of vocations 
and other vital diocesan needs on Tuesday, Aug. 26, 2025.  
 

The funds were drawn from the Knights’ long-standing Labels 
Program and the Christopher Fund, both of which are dedicated 
to furthering the charitable and spiritual mission of the Church. 
 

Bishop Bambera received the checks with sincere gratitude, 
noting that both contributions will be directed toward supporting 
vocations - helping to strengthen the mission of the Diocese and 
further enhance the programs that inspire and sustain men who 
are discerning the priesthood and religious life. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  

 

 

 

Hope is knowing that God is near and 
that love will win, Pope says 
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Christian hope is not about avoiding pain and suffering but about 
knowing that God gives people the strength to persevere and to 
love even when things go wrong, Pope Leo XIV said. 
 

When Jesus allowed himself to be arrested in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, he showed that “Christian hope is not evasion, but 
decision,” the pope told thousands of people gathered in the 
Vatican audience hall Aug. 27 for his weekly general audience. 
 

“The way that Jesus exercised his freedom in the face of death 
teaches us not to fear suffering, but to persevere in confident trust 
in God’s providential care,” the pope said in his address to English 
speakers. 
 

“If we surrender to God’s will and freely give our lives in love for 
others, the Father’s grace will sustain us in every trial and enable 
us to bear abundant fruit for the salvation of our brothers and 
sisters,” he said. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
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Vatican 'appalled' by situation in 
Gaza, Cardinal says 

 

  

Even though what is happening in Gaza is shocking and prospects 
for peace in Ukraine seem more complicated than ever, Catholics 
must continue praying and hoping, said Cardinal Pietro Parolin, 
Vatican secretary of state. 
 

“We are appalled by what is happening in Gaza despite the 
condemnation of the whole world,” the cardinal told reporters in 
Naples Aug. 25 after Israeli military strikes on a hospital in Gaza 
killed at least 20 people, including five journalists. 
 

The office of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the 
attack on the hospital, which should have been off limits in an 
armed conflict, was a “tragic mishap” that the Israeli military is 
investigating. 



Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service 

 

 

 

 

 

Ahead of canonization, new statue 
of Blessed Carlo Acutis unveiled in 

Assisi 
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A new statue depicting Blessed Carlo Acutis is a message that 
conveys to the world that the Catholic Church is not an old 
institution but a young and vibrant church with a relevant 
message for today’s culture, said the statue’s sculptor. 
 

Unveiled Aug. 15 outside the Shrine of the Renunciation at the 
Church of St. Mary Major in Assisi, where the soon-to-be-saint is 
buried, Canadian sculptor Timothy Schmalz said that “the church 
is for the youth and it’s a growing church.” 
 

“I know that Carlo Acutis mentioned that he wanted to be buried 
in Assisi. I’m sure he would be delighted to know that not only is 
his tomb there, but now there is a sculpture that celebrates him, 
cast in bronze, that will be there for more than a thousand years,” 
Schmalz said in an interview with OSV News Aug. 22.  

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 

 

Two churches of Holy Spirit Parish to 
hold festivals over Labor Day 

Weekend 
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As the calendar prepares to turn to September and the fall season 
will be approaching, we invite you to continue supporting our 
parishes as they hold various picnics, bazaars and festivals. 
 

The Diocese of Scranton Communications Office invited all 
parishes to share details of their upcoming events - and all of the 
submissions are posted on the Diocese of Scranton website.  
 

If you do not see your local event listed yet, please submit it to 
info@dioceseofscranton.org.  

 

Click Here to for the List of 2025 Church Festivals, Picnics and Bazaars 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Follow us on Social Media...  
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