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1977: Graduated from Villanova University near Philadelphia and entered the novitiate for the Order of St. Augustine in St. Louis.
1978: Professed first vows as a member of the Order of St. Augustine.

1981: Professed solemn vows as a member of the Order of St. Augustine.

1982: Ordained a priest of the Order of St. Augustine.

1984: Earned a licentiate in canon law from the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum) in Rome.

1985: Sent to work in the mission of Chulucanas, in Piura, Peru, until 1986.

1987: Elected the vocations director and missions director for his order’s Midwest province, Our Mother of Good Counsel.

1988: Moved to Trujillo, Peru, to direct a joint formation project for the region’s Augustinian aspirants. Over the course of a decade in
Trujillo, he served as the community’s prior (1988-1992), formation director (1988-1998) and as an instructor (1992-1998).

1989: Began serving the Archdiocese of Trujillo for nine years as its judicial vicar; was also a professor of canon, patristic and moral law
in the San Carlos e San Marcelo Major Seminary.

1999: Elected prior provincial for the Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel in Chicago.

2001: Promoted to his order’s prior general, considered its supreme authority that oversees its administration and governance. He was
reelected to that role in 2007, holding it for a total of 12 years until 2013.

201 3: Served for a year as a “teacher of the professed” and provincial vicar.
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2014: Appointed by Pope Francis to be apostolic administrator of the Diocese of 7_“
Chiclayo, Peru. He was simultaneously named a bishop, but of the titular diocese p r
Sufar, under which title he was ordained a month later on Dec. 12, the feast of Our

Lady of Guadalupe. e
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2015: Appointed bishop of Chiclayo on Sept. 26.

2018: Served as second vice president of the Peruvian Episcopal Conference until
2023.

2019: Appointed a member of the Vatican’s Congregation for the Clergy.

2020: While still bishop of Chiclayo, appointed apostolic administrator of the

Diocese of Callao, Peru, a role he held until May 2021. He was also appointed to the
Congregation for Bishops.

2023: Appointed prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, hamed president of the

Pontifical Commission for Latin America and granted the title archbishop Jan. 30;
installed in those roles April 12. On Sept. 30, elevated to the College of Cardinals.

2025: Elected pope May 8, taking the name Leo XIV. '
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(OSV News) - Standing on
loggia of St. Peter’s basilica,
newly elected Pope Leo XIV
smiled, waved and appeared to
hold back emotion May 8 as he
introduced himself to the world
as the 266th successor to St.
Peter, the first American to hold
that role.

His first words: “Peace be
with you!”

Pope Leo, 69, formerly
Cardinal Robert F. Prevost, is
the first pope from the United
States. He assumes the chair
of Peter with multifaceted
leadership experience: He grew
up in the Midwest, graduated
from Augustinian-run Villanova
University in 1977 with a math
degree, ministered as a bishop
in Peru, and led the Vatican
dicastery that helps appoint, form
and retire bishops.

Born in suburban south
Chicago in 1955 and ordained
a priest for the Order of St.
Augustine in 1982, Pope Leo
held major leadership roles in
his religious community before
being ordained a bishop in 2014,
ministering in the dioceses of

SCRANTON - The
Cardinal-electors ~were  most
accommodating to a group from
the Diocese of Scranton who just
happened to be traveling in Rome
and the Vatican when Pope Leo
XIV was elected Supreme Pontiff
of the Catholic Church on May 8.

Since the papal -electors
reached a two-thirds majority to
elevate His Eminence, Robert
Cardinal Prevost to the papacy-
making him the first American
pope - on that Thursday evening,
members of the TravelWorld

Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost, who has chosen the papal name Leo
XIV, appears on the central balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican
May 8, 2025, following his election during the conclave. He is the first
American pope in history. (OSV News photo/Guglielmo Mangiapane,
Reuters)

Chiclayo and Callao, Peru. He
was installed as the prefect of
the Holy See’s Dicastery for
Bishops - the powerful Vatican
body responsible for choosing
bishops throughout the world - in
April 2023 and was elevated that
September to the rank of cardinal.

He earned a theology degree
at the Catholic Theological

charter group can now exclaim:
“We were in Rome when the Pope
was elected!”

As the local vacationers
were scheduled to return home
on Friday, May 9, one more papal
vote resulting in “black smoke”
would probably have meant
missing out on history.

TravelWorld tourists Patrick
and Diane Augello Collins of
Pittston, where they are members
of Saint Joseph Marello Parish,

will ~ forever treasure their
serendipitous good fortune.
“Being in Saint Peter’s

Union in Chicago before going
to Rome to study canon law at
the Pontifical University of St.
Thomas Aquinas, also known
as the Angelicum, receiving his
licentiate in 1984. Three years
later, he completed his doctorate,
writing on “The role of the
local prior in the Order of Saint
Augustine.”

Square during the conclave was
the most beautiful, amazing
experience which we will never
forget,” Diane said, as the couple
also had the opportunity to visit
Pope Francis’ tomb in the nearby
Basilica of Saint Mary Major.

“Feeling the faith and
excitement of the people from
all over the world was simply
wonderful,” she added. “We are
so blessed and grateful to be a
part of this historical moment. We
never thought that our dream trip
to Rome would be part of a global
event!”

At age 69, Pope Leo is
seven years younger than Pope
Francis was when he was elected
in 2013, and nine years younger
than Benedict XVI when he was
elected in 2005. He is 11 years
older than St. John Paul II, who
was 58, at his 1978 election.

The conclave that elected
Pope Leo was the largest and most
geographically diverse conclave
known in history, with cardinals
representing 69 countries across
five continents with greater
percentages  of  participating
cardinals from Africa, Asia and
Latin America than in other
recent conclaves.

By contrast, 115 cardinal
electors - half of them from
Europe - participated in the
2013 conclave that elected Pope
Francis. In the 2025 conclave,
43% of electors were from
Europe.

In remarks given from St.
Peter’s loggia before offering his
first “urbi et orbi” blessing, Pope
Leo commended Pope Francis’
final blessing of the world on
Easter morning, the day before
he died, saying, “Let me follow

FIRST AMERICAN POPE: VILLANOVA GRAD, PERU MISSIONARY, VATICAN LEADER

up on that same blessing: God
loves us, God loves you all, and
evil will not prevail! We are all in
God’s hands. Therefore, without
fear, united hand in hand with
God and each other -- let us go
forward. We are disciples of
Christ. Christ goes before us.”

Pope Leo also indicated he
would continue the legacy of
Pope Francis in developing a
synodal style within the Catholic
Church for the sake of its Gospel
mission.

“We want to be a synodal
church,” he said. “A church
that walks, a church that always
seeks peace, that always seeks
charity, that always seeks to be
close especially to those who
suffer.”

Pope Leo XIV reportedly
enjoys playing tennis; speaks
English, Spanish, Italian, French
and Portuguese; and reads Latin
and German. According to a May
8 interview with his brother John
Prevost, Pope Leo is a Chicago
White Sox fan - and never cheered
for baseball rival Chicago Cubs.
“He was never, ever a Cubs fan,”
the pope’s brother emphasized.

FAITHFUL FROM THE SCRANTON DIOCESE IN ROME FOR HISTORIC ELECTION
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When the College of Cardinals elected Cardinal Robert Prevost as

N

pope on May 8, a group of 48 tourists from northeastern Pennsylvania
were in Rome as part of a trip organized by TravelWorld.

MAY 15,2025 « The Catholic Light 3



PECKVILLE - As the
faithful of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish concluded noon Mass on
Thursday, May 8, they knew that
white smoke was pouring from
the chimney atop the Vatican’s
Sistine Chapel.

Just 24 hours later, they
gathered once again overjoyed at
the history-making selection of
American Pope Leo XIV.

“I am shocked, but thrilled...
I’m excited about the future of our
church,” Father Andy Kurovsky,
pastor, said. “Ever since 1 was
a child, we were told there will
never be an American pope, but
nothing is impossible with God,
and the Holy Spirit was at work!”

Before his parish’s Mass on
Friday, parishioners also gathered
for a special Holy Hour to pray
for Pope Leo XIV.

“I think (his election) is
going to bring about a renewed
enthusiasm, especially among
many of our young people,”
Father Kurovsky added.
“Last night, I was doing some
confirmation interviews with our
eighth graders, and I talked a little
about the pope and I could see
that they’re excited about the fact
that he’s from the United States.”

Patti Dennis of Montdale
said she yelled and cried when
Cardinal Robert Prevost walked
out onto the balcony overlooking

/

835

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -
Pope Leo XIV’s devotion to St.
Augustine, his life and ministry
as a member of the Augustinian
order and his focus on the unity
of the church are reflected in his
episcopal motto and coat of arms.
His episcopal motto is, “In

7o LOCAL PARISHIONERS STUNNED, OVERJOYED
AT HisTORY-MAKING AMERICAN POPE

Anthony Beard, who serves as a sacristan at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in Peckville, prays intently during a special Holy Hour held in
thanksgiving for Pope Leo XIV on May 9, 2025. (Photo/Dan Piazza)

St. Peter’s Square.

“It was overwhelming. It
gave me such a lift. I’ve been in
such a ‘high’ since it happened.
It’s just an overwhelming
feeling,” Dennis explained.

While certainly proud that
the new pope is American,
parishioners admit they are
simply excited to once again have
a spiritual father.

“We’re all very excited about
Pope Leo being our new pope and
we’re so happy to celebrate that,”
sacristan Anthony Beard stated.
“I’'m sure that Pope Leo will do
everything that he can to keep us
moving forward.”

“I think he’ll carry on the
work of Pope Francis, and I think
the church will welcome it,”
parishioner Ray Colleran said.

After recognizing Pope

[llo uno unum,” or literally “In
the One, we are one.”

Vatican News explained
that the phrase is taken from
St. Augustine’s “Exposition on
Psalm 127,” where he explains
that “although we Christians are
many, in the one Christ we are
one.”

Leo XIV has a connection to
Pennsylvania — being an alumnus
of Villanova University —
parishioners like Colleran were
excited.

“My wife and I have a
Villanova  connection.  Our
daughter went to Villanova so
we’re all happy with that,” he
added.

“I won’t hold it again him. I
went to Penn State,” parishioner
Janice Bauman joked.

Moving forward, many
parishioners are hopeful that Pope
Leo XIV will understand their
needs, speak to their hearts and
welcome them into the Church. In
return, they promise to continue
praying for him.

“l wish him the best,”
parishioner Nadine Greco said. “I
will pray every day for him.”

“IN ILo Uno Unum”
“IN THE ONE, WE ARE ONE”

His shield, now topped by
a miter instead of the red galero
hat on the shield of cardinals, is
divided diagonally into two.

The upper half features a

blue background with a white lily

BisHor BAMBERA’S
STATEMENT ON THE
ELEcTION OF PoPE LEO XIV

SCRANTON - On May 8§, 2025, the Most Rev. Joseph C.
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, released the following statement
on the election of Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost, as the new
Pope, who has chosen the papal name Leo XIV:

“Today is a day of great joy and thanksgiving in the life of
the Church as we welcome a new Successor to the See of Saint
Peter. I invite all the faithful of the Diocese of Scranton to join
me in fervently praying for our new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV,
who has been chosen today by the College of Cardinals as the
267th Pope.

“While the election of Pope Leo XIV is historic as the
first North American to be elected Pope, his vast missionary
experience of walking among the poor and serving those on the
margins with humility, will serve him well as he echoes Christ’s
call of going forth and making disciples of all nations to all

people.

“With this selection, [ believe the Cardinals have
recognized the vibrancy, faithfulness, and strength of the Church
in the United States. For generations, American Catholics
have sought to embrace the Gospel with compassion — and
having a shepherd chosen from among us is both humbling and
affirming. It also speaks to the goodness that has grown in the
church of North America — a goodness bearing fruit in service
and evangelization.

“We entrust Pope Leo XIV to the care of the Holy Spirit.
May his heart be open to divine guidance, and may he be filled
with strength, wisdom, courage, insight, and compassion for
the great responsibility that lies before him.

“This is a beautiful moment for our Church to show its
unity. Let us remain united in prayer — and especially hope—
in the weeks and months ahead as the 2025 Jubilee Year
continues.”

PoprE LEO’s MoTTO, CoAT OF ARMS PAY HOMAGE TO ST. AUGUSTINE

by an arrow.

or fleur-de-lis, symbolizing the
Virgin Mary, but also his French
heritage.

The lower half of the shield
displays an image common to
the religious orders named after
and inspired by St. Augustine: a
closed book with a heart pierced

Vatican News said, “This is a
direct reference to the conversion
experience of St. Augustine
himself, who described his personal
encounter with God’s word using
the phrase: ‘Vulnerasti cor meum
verbo tuo’ - “You have pierced my
heart with your Word.””

4 The Catholic Light « MAY 15, 2025



VATICAN CITY (CNS) - The
Catholic community is alive, beautiful and
strong, and it is up to its pastors to protect
and nourish the faithful and to help bring
God’s hope to the whole world, Pope Leo
X1V said.

For that reason, the pope invited the
cardinals “to renew together today our
complete commitment to the path that the
universal church has now followed for
decades in the wake of the Second Vatican
Council,” and that “Pope Francis masterfully
and concretely set it forth in the apostolic
exhortation Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy
of the Gospel”), he said May 10, in his first
speech to the College of Cardinals.

He also said that he chose his name in
homage to Pope Leo XIII, recognizing the
need to renew Catholic social teaching to
face today’s new industrial revolution and
the developments of artificial intelligence
“that pose new challenges for the defense
of human dignity, justice and labor.”

Pope Leo to inaugurate
his papacy May 18

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Pope Leo
XIV will officially inaugurate his papacy
with Mass in St. Peter’s Square May 18.

Although he was pope from the
moment he accepted his election May 8,
the inauguration Mass - which replaced
the papal coronation after the pontificate of
St. Paul VI - formally marks the beginning
of his ministry with his reception of the
fisherman’s ring and his pallium, a wool
band worn around his shoulders.

The Vatican said the new pope has
asked the heads of the dicasteries of the
Roman Curia and the offices of Vatican
City State to continue in their posts “on a
provisional basis.”

The pope, who was elected in a
conclave of 133 cardinal electors on the
fourth ballot May 8, met with members of
the college, including non-electors, in the
New Synod Hall at the Vatican.

Pope Leo told the cardinals that after
his “short talk with some reflections,”
which the Vatican press office published,
they would have “a sort of dialogue,”
which many of them had asked for, “to
hear what advice, suggestions, proposals,
concrete things, which have already
been discussed in the days leading up to
the conclave.” Those discussions in the
closed-door meeting were not published.

In the text that was released, the pope
said the events of the past three weeks,
beginning with Pope Francis’ final days,
his death and funeral, have allowed them
“to see the beauty and feel the strength of
this immense community, which with such
affection and devotion has greeted and
mourned its shepherd, accompanying him
with faith and prayer at the time of his final

Pope Leo stresses call
for Christian witnesses

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Where
Christians are “mocked, opposed, despised
or at best tolerated and pitied” is where the
Catholic Church’s “missionary outreach is
most desperately needed,” Pope Leo XIV
said in his first homily as head of the Church.

Today, “there are many settings in
which the Christian faith is considered
absurd, meant for the weak and
unintelligent,  settings  where  other
securities are preferred, like technology,
money, success, power or pleasure,” the
new pope said May 9. “This is the world
that has been entrusted to us, a world in
which ... we are called to bear witness to
our joyful faith in Jesus the savior.”

Pope Leo XIV speaks with the College of
Cardinals in the New Synod Hall at the
Vatican May 10, 2025, during his first
formal address to the college since his
election May 8. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

encounter with the Lord.”

“We have seen the true grandeur of the
church, which is alive in the rich variety of
her members in union with her one head,
Christ,” Pope Leo said.

Pope Leo X1V, the first pope from the
United States, said that, “beginning with
St. Peter and up to myself, his unworthy

Pope visits Shrine of Our
Lady of Good Counsel

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Less than
48 hours after being elected, Pope Leo
XIV got in the front seat of a minivan
and traveled 40 miles southeast from the
Vatican to pray at a Marian shrine cared for
by his Augustinian confreres.

Pope Leo told those gathered at the
shrine, “I wanted so much to come here in
these first days of the new ministry that the
church has given me” to seek Mary’s help “to
carry out this mission as Successor of Peter.”

On his way back to the Vatican May
10, he went to Rome’s Basilica of St. Mary
Major, stopping to pray at the tomb of
Pope Francis and before the icon of Mary
“Salus Populi Romani.”

PoPE LEO: A PoPE 1S NOTHING MORE THAN A HUMBLE SERVANT

successor, the pope has been a humble
servant of God and of his brothers and
sisters, and nothing more than this.”

Many popes, and most recently
Pope Francis, demonstrated this with his
“complete dedication to service and to
sober simplicity of life, his abandonment
to God throughout his ministry and his
serene trust at the moment of his return to
the Father’s house,” he said.

“Let us take up this precious legacy
and continue on the journey, inspired by
the same hope that is born of faith,” he
said, reminding the cardinals that it is “the
risen Lord, present among us, who protects
and guides the church, and continues to fill
her with hope.”

“It is up to us to be docile listeners
to his voice and faithful ministers of his
plan of salvation, mindful that God loves
to communicate himself, not in the roar of
thunder and earthquakes, but in the ‘whisper
of a gentle breeze’ or, as some translate it, in
a ‘sound of sheer silence,’” he said.

Ukrainian president
speaks with Pope Le

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy thanked
Pope Leo X1V for his support of a just and
lasting peace in Ukraine, and he invited the
newly-elected pontiff to visit the war-torn
nation.

“I spoke with Pope Leo XIV. It was
our first conversation, but already a very
warm and truly substantive one,” the
president said on his X account May 12.

One day earlier, Pope Leo prayed
for the people of Ukraine, saying, “May
everything possible be done to achieve
as soon as possible an authentic, just and
lasting peace,” after reciting the “Regina
Coeli” prayer in front of 100,000 people.
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Pope Francis was “a pope among
the people, with an open heart
toward everyone,” said Cardinal
Giovanni Battista Re, dean of
the College of Cardinals, as he
presided over the funeral of the
pope, who died April 21 at the
age of 88.

And the people - an estimated
200,000 of them - were present
as 14 pallbearers carried Pope
Francis’ casket into St. Peter’s
Square and set it on a carpet in
front of the altar for the funeral
Mass April 26.

His burial took place later
the same day in Rome’s Basilica
of St. Mary Major after being
driven in a motorcade through
the center of the city where he
served as bishop from the day of
his election to the papacy March
13,2013.

Security around the Vatican
was tight, not only because of the
number of mourners expected but
especially because of the presence
of kings, queens, presidents -
including U.S. President Donald
J. Trump - and prime ministers
from more than 80 countries
and official representatives from
scores of other nations.

Also present were the
residents of a Vatican palace Pope
Francis had turned into a shelter

Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, dean of the College of Cardinals, uses
incense to bless the casket of Pope Francis during the pope’s funeral
in St. Peter’s Square April 26, 2025. (CNS Photo/Stefano Spaziani, pool)

for the homeless and the 12 Syrian
refugees he brought to Rome with
him from a refugee camp on the
Greek island of Lesbos in 2016.

The Gospel reading at the
funeral was John 21:15-19 where
the Risen Jesus asks Peter, “Do
you love me?” And when Peter
says yes, Jesus tells him, “Feed
my sheep.”

“Despite  his  frailty and
suffering toward the end, Pope
Francis chose to follow this path
of self-giving until the last day of
his earthly life,” Cardinal Re said
in his homily. “He followed in the
footsteps of his Lord, the Good
Shepherd, who loved his sheep to
the point of giving his life for them.”

e

An estimated 200,000 people gather in St. Peter’s Square and the

neighboring streets to attend funeral Mass for Pope Francis at the
Vatican April 26, 2025. (CNS Photo/Cristian Gennari, pool)

The 91-year-old cardinal told
the crowd that the image of Pope
Francis that “will remain etched in
our memory” was his appearance
on the balcony of St. Peter’s
Basilica the day before he died to
give his Easter blessing “urbi et
orbi” (to the city and the world)
and then to ride in the popemobile
among the people who had come
to celebrate Christ’s victory over
death.

“The outpouring of affection
that we have witnessed in recent
days following his passing from
this earth into eternity tells us how
much the profound pontificate of
Pope Francis touched minds and
hearts,” Cardinal Re said. The
Vatican estimated that 250,000
people - many of whom waited in
line for three or four hours - filed
past the late pope’s body in St.
Peter’s Basilica April 23-25.

Within the church, the
cardinal said, “the guiding thread”
of Pope Francis’ ministry was his
“conviction that the church is
a home for all, a home with its
doors always open.”

For Pope Francis, he said,
the church was a “field hospital,”
one “capable of bending down to
every person, regardless of their
beliefs or condition, and healing

Pope Francis’ casket is driven past the Colosseum on its way toward his
burial place in the Basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome April 26, 2025.

(CNS photo/Justin McLellan)

their wounds.”

With  President  Trump,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and Olga Lyubimova,
Russian minister of culture,
seated near the altar, Cardinal Re
said that “faced with the raging
wars of recent years, with their
inhuman horrors and countless
deaths and destruction, Pope
Francis incessantly raised his
voice imploring peace and calling
for reason and honest negotiation
to find possible solutions.”

“’Build bridges, not walls’
was an exhortation he repeated
many times, and his service of
faith as successor of the Apostle
Peter always was linked to the
service of humanity in all its
dimensions,” the cardinal said.

Cardinal Re also recalled
Pope Francis’ constant concern
for migrants and refugees from
his first papal trip outside of
Rome to pray for migrants who
drowned in the Mediterranean
Sea, his visit to Lesbos and his
celebration of Mass in 2016 on
the U.S.-Mexican border.

At the end of the Mass,
Cardinal  Baldassare  Reina,
papal vicar of Rome, offered
special prayers for the city’s
deceased bishop, Pope Francis.

Then Eastern Catholic patriarchs
and major archbishops gathered
around the casket and led funeral
prayers from the Byzantine
tradition in honor of the pastor of
the universal Catholic Church.

Sister Norma Pimentel, a
Missionary of Jesus and director
of Catholic Charities of the Rio
Grande Valley in Texas, was
present for the funeral.

“The funeral of Pope Francis
is a very important part of who
we are as people of faith,” she
said. “We walk together, we cry
together, we work together...
doing what we believe is
important in our lives as people
of faith, and we say farewell
together at the end.”

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of
Newark, New Jersey, did not want
to believe that the pope had died.

Pope Francis “had played
such an important role in my life
as a mentor, as a teacher,” the
cardinal said. “It was really a 20-
year friendship.”

Cardinal Tobin said he
thought Pope Francis’ lasting
legacy would be the call to be “a
synodal church,” one where every
person takes responsibility for the
church’s mission and where all
members listen to one another.
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Just one day before the death of Pope Francis, Monsignor Christopher

Washington is pictured with the Holy Father as he welcomed Vice
President J.D.Vance, and his translator, in the papal residence of Domus

Santa Marta on Easter Sunday April 20. (Photos/Vatican Media)

Monsignor Washington can be seen behind Pope Francis as he receives
a gift of flowers during his Apostolic Journey to Bahrain, in the Middle

East, in November 2022.

VATICAN CITY - Monsignor
Christopher Washington, a Wilkes-
Barre native who was ordained
for the Diocese of Scranton in
2006, served as a personal aide

and translator for Pope Francis
since 2021.

As such, the Scranton
Diocesan priest accompanied

the Holy Father during his brief —

meeting with U.S. Vice President
J.D. Vance on Easter Sunday, April
20 - the Pontiff’s final official
private audience before he passed
away hours later on Easter Monday
morning.

Less than a week later,
Monsignor Washington greeted
U.S. President Donald Trump and
first lady Melania Trump when
they arrived at the Vatican for the
funeral Mass of Pope Francis in
Saint Peter’s Square April 26.

Fluent in the foreign languages
of Italian, Spanish and French,
Monsignor Washington has served
as a member of the Diplomatic
Corps of the Holy See for the past
ten years.

Pope Francis elevated the
Scranton Diocesan priest to the rank
of Chaplain of His Holiness (with
the title of Monsignor) in 2019.

He previously was in the
Apostolic Nunciature (Embassy
of the Holy See) in Bolivia and
Lithuania.

Monsignor Chris Washington, far right, is pictured after greeting U.S.

President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump upon their arrival
in Saint Peter’s Square for the funeral of Pope Francis April 26. Below,
Monsignor stands to the side as the President and first lady pay their

respects at the foot of Pope Francis’s casket in Saint Peter’s Basilica.

ELEASES UNPUBLISHED

PapAL |

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -
Growing old isn’t something to
be feared, but rather something
to embrace as a time of grace in
one’s life, Pope Francis wrote in
a preface for a book that was not
released before he died.

“Yes, we must not fear old
age. We should not be afraid to
embrace growing old, because
life is life, and sugarcoating

reality means betraying the truth
of things,” the pope wrote in the
preface for “Waiting for a New
Beginning: Reflections on Old
Age.”

The book, which was written
by Cardinal Angelo Scola, retired
archbishop of Milan, was set to be
released April 24 by the Vatican
publishing house. Pope Francis,
who had written the preface in
early February, died April 21 at

the age of 88.

Cardinal Scola’s reflections
on how he was “preparing for
his final encounter with Jesus”
offered the “consoling certainty”
that death was “not the end of
everything, but the beginning of
something new,” the pope had
written.

“It is a new beginning, as
the title wisely suggests, because
eternal life - which those who

love already begin to experience
here on earth, in the midst of their
daily occupations - is the start of
something that will never end.
And it is ‘new’ precisely because
we will live something we have
never experienced fully before:
eternity,” he wrote.

Pope Francis said the real
issue is not that one grows old but
rather “how we grow old” and if
itis lived “as a grace, and not with

resentment.”

If “we accept this period -
which is sometimes long, when
our strength wanes, our bodies
tire more easily, and our reflexes
are not what they once were -
with gratitude and appreciation,
then even old age becomes a
fruitful stage of life, just as
Romano Guardini taught us: one
that can radiate goodness,” he
wrote.
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SCRANTON - Faithful of
the Diocese of Scranton woke
up Easter Monday morning to
the news that Pope Francis had
passed away during the night at his
residence in Vatican City at the age
of 88 - less than 24 hours after he
conferred what would be his final
“Urbi et Orbi” blessing on Easter
Sunday in Rome.

Though the Holy Father had
been hospitalized for a month -
beginning in mid-February - for
a double lung infection, the news
of his death came as somewhat
of a surprise, given that since
his release from the hospital
he continued to make public
appearances across Rome up until
the day before he died.

The Most Rev. Joseph C.
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton,
served as principal celebrant and
homilist for a Pontifical Mass of
Remembrance in the Cathedral
of Saint Peter for His Holiness on
Tuesday afternoon, April 22, the
day after the Vatican announced
his passing in the early morning
hours (Rome time) following the
Easter Sunday celebration of the
Resurrection of the Lord.

In welcoming the many
faithful who came to the Mother
Church of Scranton to attend the
special memorial liturgy, Bishop

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera delivers the homily during a Pontifical Mass
of Remembrance for Pope Francis April 22 at the Cathedral of Saint
Peter in Scranton. (Photos/Mike Melisky)

Bambera stated the Eucharistic
celebration for the Tuesday in
the Octave of Easter offered an
opportunity to “remember in a
very special way our Holy Father,
Pope Francis, who was called
home to the Lord just yesterday.”

The Bishop continued by
inviting the congregation to join
him “with gratitude in our hearts
for the blessing of (Pope Francis”)
ministry, for the gift of his life, and
for all that he expended on behalf
of the Church of Jesus Christ.”

In assuming the name Francis
for his papal title, the 266th Vicar
of Christ set the tone for his papacy
by honoring the selfless, simple
ministry and way of life of Saint
Francis of Assisi.

A parishioner receives the Precious Blood from Rev. Jeffrey Tudgay,
Pastor of the Cathedral of Saint Peter, with a memorial photo of the
late Holy Father, Pope Francis, in the background.

The beloved Pontiff’s
characteristic geniality, always
evident through his signature
servant leadership and as a
champion for the downtrodden
and those most in need of God’s
mercy, was also reflected in his
papal motto, Miserando atque
eligendo, simply translated as
“lowly but chosen.”

Among those mourning the
Pope’s passing, while honoring his
enduring legacy of humble service
and welcoming, affable nature -
much like a lovable brother, father
or grandfather - was Ann Marie
Sadowski, a member of Saint
Patrick Parish in West Scranton.

“I’m here today because I
can’t be in Rome to mourn our
Pope. This is as close as I can get,”
she said. “Like everyone, | was
praying for his recovery and [ was
so happy to see him on the balcony
at Saint Peter’s for Easter Sunday.
We all thought he was improving
since he was able to be out there
to bless the people.”

For Donna Wright of
Saint Vincent de Paul Parish in
Dingmans Ferry, the Mass for
Pope Francis was a fortunate
coincidence, since she had made
the trip to Scranton for her monthly
spiritual direction meeting at The
University of Scranton.

“I learned about the Mass on

Eighth grade students from St. Clare/St. Paul Catholic School were
among the hundreds who attended the Diocesan Memorial Mass in
Remembrance of Pope Francis April 22 at the Cathedral of Saint Peter.

the diocesan website and I just
happened to be in the area today.
It was a great opportunity to honor
our Pope,” Wright remarked. “He
really was a Pope for the people -
all the people - especially the less
fortunate and disadvantaged.”

She continued, “I admired him
since he first came out to welcome
the people after he became Pope.
He was always so humble and
down to earth, and I think he was a
great example of how to work with
those who don’t agree with you.”

In what proved to be an
historic election to determine the
Successor to Saint Peter following
the resignation of Pope Benedict
XVI, Pope Francis - then as the
76-year-old Cardinal Archbishop
of Buenos Aires, Argentina— was
elevated to the papacy in March
2013 to become both the first Jesuit
and native of the Americas to lead
the Roman Catholic Church.

His 12-year pontificate began
and ended with his trademark
humility and earthy demeanor,
eschewing the traditional pomp,
rights and privileges reserved for
those elevated to the role of Bishop
of Rome.

Saint Peter Cathedral
parishioner Pablo Vizcarrondo
shared that he usually attends
the 6:30 a.m. daily Mass at the
Cathedral, but felt it was important

to attend the day’s Remembrance
Mass for Pope Francis.

“I feel like there are special
blessings by being here today for
this Mass,” he remarked, claiming
to be “a big fan” of Pope Francis.
“I liked his ideas in supporting
equality for all, especially for
migrants.”

Fellow Cathedral parishioners
Burlin and Ann Atanasoff of South
Abington Township were “honored
to be able to attend the memorial
Mass for such a wonderful Pope
and man.”

“We are here to pray for
his soul, and also to pray for his
successor,” Ann said. “It’s a sad
day, but also a joyous day because
we know that heaven has gained
a saint.”

A memorial photo of Pope Francis
was on display at the Cathedral.
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> PARISHIONERS REMEMBER POPE FRANCIS AS A

‘PoPE OF THE PEOPLE’ AT PARISH MASSES

CARBONDALE - In
the days following his death,
parishes across the Diocese of
Scranton honored the memory of
Pope Francis by holding special
Memorial Masses, highlighting
the late pontiff’s love for Jesus
and care for the vulnerable.

From Stroudsburg to Sayre,
and Mansfield to Milford,
the faithful came together to
remember Pope Francis as a “pope
of the people” — challenging the
faithful to reach out to those on
the margins: the poor, elderly,
disabled, unborn, refugees, and
prisoners.

After tolling their bells on
April 21, the date of Pope Francis’
death, many parishes also hung
purple or black bunting to signify
a period of mourning.

OUR LADY OF THE
ROSARY PARISH

On Monday, April 28, 2025,
dozens of parishioners from
Our Lady of the Rosary Parish
in Carbondale gathered at Saint
Rose of Lima Church for a
Memorial Mass for Pope Francis.

“We lost a great man. We lost
our leader and it’s heartbreaking,”
parishioner Linda Melnick said.
“I just hope that his legacy and
his example spreads and everyone
who was touched by him can
continue to touch others.”

The Mass was celebrated
by Father Seth Wasnock, pastor,
who said Pope Francis served as a
fitting example to all people.

“Pope Francis really gave us
a living example of discipleship.
We’re not perfect but we live our
lives as authentically as possible
in Christ, relying on Him for His
strength and His help, and Pope
Francis exemplified that each
and every day of his life,” Father
Wasnock said.

Father Seth Wasnock, pastor, Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, delivers
the homily during a Memorial Mass for Pope Francis April 28, at Saint
Rose of Lima Church in Carbondale. (Photo/Dan Piazza)

Parishioner FEileen Aguiar
called the Memorial Mass
“beautiful” and feels Pope Francis
will be missed by many people.

“He was genuine. He was a
pope of the people. He reached
out to everyone. There were
no exclusions. He was just a
beautiful man,” Aguiar explained.

Following the Mass, Kathy
Yaklic reflected on Pope Francis’
connection to young people.

“I had the opportunity
of meeting him at a Mass in
Washington, D.C., and I had my
two granddaughters with me, and
for them it was exciting because
he related to them” Yaklic
recalled. “As he passed to heaven,
he left the Church in a better place
for us.”

CHRIST THE KING PARISH

The following evening,
Tuesday, April 29, 2025, the
faithful of Christ the King Parish
had a similar opportunity to
gather at Saint Thomas Aquinas
Church in Archbald to remember
Pope Francis.

“l think that he touched all
people because he was a pope for
everyone,” parishioner Mary Ann
Chindemi said. “T think he tapped
into the compassionate side of
people with his mission to help the
poor and indigent in today’s world.”

“I had the pleasure of seeing
him twice when I was in Rome,”
parishioner Sally Spudis added.
“He was a pope of the people. He
was just like one of us.”

The Mass was celebrated
by Father Ryan Glenn, pastor,
who emphasized Pope Francis’
ministry of mercy.

“He really embodied the
shepherd with the smell of the
sheep, and I think for many people
he demonstrated that through
his words and gestures,” Father
Glenn said. “For me as a priest,
Pope Francis really challenged
and inspired me to take seriously
the Gospel imperative to go and
find those who feel lost, who feel
forsaken, and to bring them the
joy of the Lord, the mercy that we
experience in Jesus Christ.”

Father Michael Amo Gyau,
assistant pastor, also emphasized
the mercy shown by Pope Francis.

“As human beings, we have
faults and make mistakes, but the
duty to judge is not in our hands,”
Father Michael said. “Pope
Francis was a model for us in our
modern world, that we should be
agents of mercy to one another.”

At both Masses, parishioners
expressed not only sadness — but
shock — at Pope Francis’ death
because he had briefly appeared
in St. Peter’s Square only one day
before his death.

3ISHOP BAMBERA'S
STATEMENT ON THE DEATH
oF PoPE FrRANCIS
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SCRANTON — On Monday, April 21, 2025, the Most
Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, released the
following statement upon the death of Pope Francis.

“I join with Catholics from the Diocese of Scranton and
around the world today in grieving the death of our beloved
Holy Father, Pope Francis, who returned to the house of our
Heavenly Father in the morning hours of Easter Monday, shortly
after sharing his blessing upon the world on Easter Sunday.

“While we feel an overwhelming sense of loss, we are
comforted by the incredible legacy of love, compassion and
mercy that Pope Francis bestowed upon the Church — a legacy
that will continue to inspire and guide us well into the future.

“Pope Francis will long be remembered as a shepherd who
drew us all closer to the heart of Christ. During his 12 years as
pope, and more than 50 years as a priest, Pope Francis made it
his mission to share the endless compassion of God. His words,
which I have often quoted in my homilies, always pointed us
toward the essential truths of our faith — that God is love, that
mercy is the cornerstone of our salvation, and that our mission
is to reflect that divine mercy in our daily lives.

“During one of the defining moments of Pope Francis’
papacy, his proclamation of the Year of Mercy in 2015-2016, he
called the entire Church to reflect on the richness of God s mercy,
reminding us that we are all invited to experience and share this
mercy with one another, especially those most in need. His focus
on God’s mercy — and that no one can be excluded from it — was
not just an abstract teaching. It permeated his words and actions,

from his encounters with the poor and marginalized, to his tireless

efforts to foster peace and reconciliation around the globe.

“Pope Francis’ ministry was a living witness to the Gospel
message. By putting Christ at the center of his life, he was able
to demonstrate his great love for the poor, was able to use his
voice to call for the care of creation, and worked tirelessly to
build bridges of understanding among all Christians.

“Like so many people, I will never forget Pope Francis
standing alone, delivering a blessing in an empty, rain-slicked
Saint Peter’s Square in March 2020, during the height of the
coronavirus, bringing hope to a desperate world. During those
days, while so many were facing fear, isolation, and uncertainty,
through his words and actions, Pope Francis reminded the world
that Christ — and the Eucharist — are our true signs of hope.

“As we mourn the passing of Pope Francis, I ask the people
of the Diocese of Scranton to offer their prayers for the peaceful
repose of his soul. May God grant him the gift of eternal life and
bring comfort to those who mourn his passing.

“Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen.”’
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SCRANTON — In his Divine
Mercy Sunday sermon, during the
weekend when Pope Francis was
laid to rest in Rome, Deacon Ed
Shoener of the Cathedral of Saint
Peter and Immaculate Conception
parishes in Scranton reflected
how appropriate it was that His
Holiness was given back to God
as the Church he shepherded the
Lord’s Divine Mercy.

“Pope Francis spoke very
often about the mercy of Christ,”
Deacon Shoener remarked. “(The
Pope) always encouraged us to
reach out with mercy to welcome
the poor, the migrants, those who
are stigmatized and marginalized.”

The Scranton Deacon knows
this full well.

Through his work with
the International Association
of Catholic Mental Health
Ministers, Deacon Shoener had
the opportunity to meet twice with
late Holy Father — most recently
in January of this year.

“Pope Francis was the first
Pope to offer a monthly prayer
centering on a mental health issue
(when) in November of 2021 he
prayed for people suffering from
depression,” the Deacon reminded
his congregation, referring to
the Pope’s Apostleship of Prayer
Intention for each month.

Deacon Shoener and his wife
Ruth became pioneers in Catholic

Scranton Deacon Ed Shoener and his wife Ruth are pictured, above

and at right, during their meeting with Pope Francis in January, as
Ruth gives the Holy Father a prayer card of their late daughter, Katie.
Of the exchange, Deacon Shoener said, “Pope Francis gently listened
to (Ruth), looked into her eyes, and blessed Katie's prayer card.”

mental health ministry after their
daughter, Katie, who suffered from
bipolar disorder, died by suicide
in 2016.

Reflecting on his encounters
with Pope Francis, the Deacon
shared, “I realize that (the
meetings) changed me profoundly.
He encouraged me in my ministry
and even consoled my family.
Through him, I experienced the
love and mercy of Christ in a
special way.”

Deacon Shoener concluded
that “because of my encounters
with Pope Francis, who was the
Vicar of Christ on Earth, I can
say with confidence that Christ
understands and has mercy on
everyone who faces mental health
challenges.”

Father Jeffrey Tudgay~ o
is greeted by Pope Francis

in Romein 2018; p

It was in March 2018 that
Scranton Diocesan priest Father
Jeffrey Tudgay personally met
Pope Francis, when, while
studying at the School of Canon
Law at The Catholic University of
America, he had the opportunity to
travel to Rome with his colleagues.

Currently the pastor of the
Scranton parishes of the Cathedral
of Saint Peter and Immaculate
Conception and Judicial Vicar of
the Diocese, Father Tudgay was
among the group invited to Pope
Francis’ residence for a private
audience with His Holiness.

“The students were able to
spend about fifteen minutes with
the Holy Father, where he spoke
to us about the importance of
Canon Law as a ministry of sound
governance and reconciliation,”
Father Tudgay said at the time.

According to the Scranton
pastor, Pope Francis encouraged
his guests to “study hard” in
order to serve the Church well.
“It was an incredible opportunity
that I will remember forever,” he
reminisced.

Five months later, on Aug.
31, 2018, Saint Joseph Oblate
Father Paul McDonnell, local
superior of the Oblates of Saint
Joseph religious congregation and

pastor of Divine Mercy Parish
in Scranton, had a brief, private
conversation with Pope Francis.

As Father McDonnell related,
the occasion was the closing of
the XVII General Chapter of the
Congregation of the Oblates of
Saint Joseph in Rome, when he
was among the Chapter members
who were granted an audience
with His Holiness in the Vatican.

“The Holy Father was greeted
by the newly elected (Oblates’)
Superior General, and Pope Francis
responded with his prepared
discourse,” Father McDonnell
explained. “Afterwards, the Pope
posed for a group photo and met
with each of us individually for a
few moments.”

The Oblate priest, a native of
West Pittston who was ordained

Father Paul McDonnell, OSJ, meets
with Pope Francis in August 2018.

in 1991, recalled approaching the
Supreme Pontiff with a customary
bow and appropriate reverence,
and speaking to him in Italian.

“I said I was currently residing
and ministering in Santa Cruz,
California, but that I was a native of
the Scranton area of Pennsylvania,”
Father McDonnell said.

He then remembers how Pope
Francis smiled and replied, “Oh,
so then you are coast to coast in
America.”

“We both smiled and I
asked him for his prayers in
the USA, since it was only two
weeks after the release of the
Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report,”
Father conveyed. “I believe he
understood what I was referring to
as his look changed from smiling
to serious.”
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HAZLETON - Alberta Perez choked
back tears while recalling her initial
reaction to the death of Pope Francis.

“It was heartbreaking,” she said. “He
was humble. He really cared. He really
loved everyone.”

Perez was one of many Hispanic
Catholics attending the 12:10 p.m. Mass at
Annunciation Parish in Hazleton on April
21, with specific plans to pray for the late
Holy Father on the day of his death.

“Our church is sad today. It’s a day that
we’re never going to forget,” she added.

Fellow parishioner Martha Rojas
said many Hispanics loved Pope Francis
because the late Holy Father simply loved
all people as human beings.

“He didn’t see color. He didn’t see
race,” Rojas stated. “He loved everyone.
It didn’t matter if you were rich or poor.”

As the pope of the peripheries, Pope
Francis brought the heart, mind, and soul
of the Catholic Church in Latin America
from what he called the “ends of the earth”
to the center of Christendom.

Hispanic parishioners reacted with sadness to the death of Pope Francis April 21 at
Annunciation Parish in Hazleton. Many commented on the late Holy Father’s compassion
and mourned him as a shepherd who walked with them. (Photo/Dan Piazza)

The late pope’s theology, governance
of the church and pastoral practices were
steeped in his experience as a pastor during
a military dictatorship and subsequent
financial crisis in Argentina, and later as
a servant of the poorest people of Buenos
Aires who were living in “villas miserias,”
or shantytowns.

“He was a simple man, and he tried
to live out the faith authentically and be a

witness to the world of Christ’s love for
all of us,” parishioner Nichole Tranguch
added. “We are just thankful for him and
his service to the church.”

Pope Francis’ Latin roots were
especially important for parishioner Maria
Malaga, who also came to the Hazleton
area from Latin America.

“We lost such a wonderful person who
did so much for the world,” Malaga said.

Over the last two decades, the city
of Hazleton has experienced a significant
demographic transformation, with its
Latino population now comprising two-
thirds of city residents. Their arrival has
brought new cultural vibrancy to Hazleton
and many residents are devout Catholics.

Father Kevin  Miller, Pastor,
Annunciation Parish, said the passing of
Pope Francis has deeply affected many
parishioners at his parish, who viewed the
Pope as a spiritual leader who championed
inclusivity, compassion, and social justice.

“He was someone who spoke to the
heart of those who were disaffected, those
who were pushed to the margins,” Father
Miller explained. “We look forward to
honoring his memory and carrying forward
many of the traditions that he started and
upheld.”

Looking to the future, many
parishioners plan to keep praying for the
soul of Pope Francis.

“We will be saying thank you to God
for having him for as long as we did,”
Rojas said.

In 47 trips, Francis drew
close to peripheries

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - In his 12
years as head of the universal church, Pope
Francis took 47 trips abroad, visiting more
than 65 countries and covering more than
270,000 miles, which is equivalent to 11
times around the Earth.

Many of his international trips were to
countries where Christians are a minority
or where he could draw close to people on
the fringes of the world’s attention.

Pope Francis visited some of the
poorest countries in the world, such as
Mozambique and Madagascar in 2019 and
Congo and South Sudan in 2023.

Leaving Holy Door open
isa papal first

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - With his
death April 21, Pope Francis marked yet
another first in the history of the Catholic
Church: he became the first pope to open
the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica
without living to close it.

The pope opened the Holy Door
Dec. 24, 2024, marking the beginning of
the Holy Year 2025, a tradition normally
celebrated in the church every 25 years.

His death four months later means the
Holy Door will be sealed by his successor-
an unprecedented moment in the modern
history of Jubilee celebrations.

Francis is remembered
as the pope of the poor

Popemobile will become
moblle clinic for klds

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Pope
Francis’ papacy was defined by his deep
focus on the poor, reflecting his belief that
caring for those in need is central to the
Gospel.

From the start, he transformed the
Vatican, welcoming the homeless to Casa
Santa Marta and commissioning showers
and an outpatient clinic for the poor
beneath St. Peter’s colonnade.

In 2019, the Vatican opened Palazzo
Migliori, a renovated palace offering
a home for the homeless, emphasizing
dignity and a new chance at life.

JERUSALEM (OSV News) - In a
final gesture of compassion, Pope Francis
donated his 2014 popemobile to Caritas
Jerusalem - repurposing it into a mobile
health clinic for children in Gaza.

The vehicle, once used during his
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, is being
outfitted with medical supplies including
vaccines, oxygen, and diagnostic tools.

It will serve as a “Vehicle of Hope,”
delivering care amid a collapsing health
system and blocked aid corridors. Caritas
officials say it could be operational as
soon as the humanitarian corridor reopens.
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Seminarian Jan Carlo Perez to be ordained a Transitional Deacon May 24

SCRANTON - The faithful of the
Diocese of Scranton are invited to attend
the Diaconate Ordination Mass for
seminarian Jan Carlo Perez on May 24,
2025.

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera,
Bishop of Scranton, will celebrate the
10:00 a.m. Mass at the Cathedral of Saint
Peter, 315 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton.

The celebration will be broadcast
live on CTV: Catholic Television of the
Diocese of Scranton and livestream on
the Diocese of Scranton website, YouTube
channel, and all over Diocesan social
media platforms.

“Ordination to the Diaconate is a very
important event in the life of the Diocese,”
Bishop Bambera said in announcing the
Ordination Mass. “I sincerely hope that
your schedule will permit you to attend
this special celebration.”

Perez’s home parish is Saint Matthew
Parish in East Stroudsburg. He has been
studying at St. Mary’s Seminary &
University in Baltimore.

Jan Carlo Perez

As he prepares for his ordination to
the diaconate, Perez has spent a lot of time
praying and reflecting on the promises
he will make during the Mass. Those
promises include celibacy, obedience to
the Diocesan Bishop, and increasing his

prayer life by praying the Liturgy of the
Hours.

“One of the promises is to continue
configuring myself to Christ and that is
really all I want,” Perez said. “I want to
be more like Jesus. I want to be Jesus for
other people.”

On May 24, Perez will be ordained as
a transition deacon, which generally occurs
after a seminarian has completed at least
three years of study in theology and takes
place usually one year prior to priestly
ordination. A transitional deacon can be
an ordinary minister of Baptism, and will
be able to preside at weddings, assist the
priest at Mass, proclaim the Gospel and
preach, as well as preside at wakes and
funeral services.

Perez is already looking forward to
serving the People of God.

“There’s a need for Hispanic ministry.
I think there’s a need for scripture study
and I want to help people come to a deeper
understanding of their faith, to trust in
Jesus more, to trust in God more, and to

Bishop Bambera to honor 2025 Priest Jubilarians
at June 12 Cathedral Mass

SCRANTON - Twelve priests who
are celebrating milestone anniversaries of
their ordination year will be recognized
during the 2025 Mass for Priest Jubilarians
at 12:10 p.m. on Thursday, June 12, 2025,
at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton.

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera,
Bishop of Scranton, will serve as principal
celebrant and homilist. During the Mass,

the Bishop will recognize a combine 565
years of service to the priesthood.

Reverend John J. Turi will be
recognized for 70 years of priestly service.
Father Turi was ordained a priest on June
4,1955.

In addition to Rev. Turi, priests who are
celebrating 65, 60, 50, and 25 year ordination
anniversaries will be honored at the Mass.

The 2025 Mass for Priest Jubilarians
will be broadcast live by CTV: Catholic
Television of the Diocese of Scranton
and will be available for viewing on the
Diocese of Scranton website, YouTube
channel, and links will be made available
across all Diocesan social media platforms.

Please join wus for this special
celebration!

live out this mystery that God has given to
us,” Perez explained.

Perez said his vocation was “born”
on the altar of Saint Matthew’s Parish
because he often would attend Eucharistic
Adoration after school on weekdays.

“It was only when I was 15 or 16
that I began to come to faith and know
Jesus especially through the Scriptures
and through His saints. It was through
the example of certain saints, like Saint
Padre Pio, that I really began to desire the
priesthood,” he added.

Perez also points to an eight day
silent retreat as being very important to his
formation.

“I think I left those eight days a different
person. God really revealed himself to
be my father that loves me and cares for
me,” Perez said about his experience. “The
image of God that I had in my mind was a
false image. He was a lot more harsh and
judgmental, possibly because that is who |
am, but that is not who He is. In those eight
day, He showed me how wrong I was.”

JUNE 28, 2025
10:00 A.M.

PRIESTHOOD ORDINATION
MASS FOR

REV.MR. ANDREW
MCCARROLL
&
REV. MR. THOMAS
DZWONCZYK
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Registration open
for Jubilee Year
Pilgrimage to
National Shrine

SCRANTON - With deep joy and
great anticipation, the Most Rev. Joseph C.
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, is inviting
all faithful from the Diocese of Scranton
to participate in a Diocesan Pilgrimage to
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington,
D.C., on Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2025, in
celebration of the ongoing Jubilee Year of
Hope.

The 2025 Jubilee Year is a sacred time
of renewal, reconciliation, and grace for
the entire Church - a time to rediscover the
hope that only Christ can give in a world
marked by anxiety, division, uncertainty,
and fear.

This Pilgrimage will be a visible sign
that hope is alive in our hearts, in our
families and in the Church of Scranton.

The Basilica of the National Shrine of |

the Immaculate Conception - affectionately
known as “Mary’s House” to honor Our
Blessed Mother - has been designated
as a special place of pilgrimage during
Jubilee Year 2025 by the Administrative
Committee of the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops.

The Pilgrimage will include a welcome
by the Vice Rector of the National Shrine,
the opportunity for tours, private prayer
and Confessions, along with a Eucharistic
Holy Hour with Rosary in the Upper
Church and a Pontifical Mass celebrated
by Bishop Bambera.

Bus transportation is being planned
from various communities throughout the
Diocese. The cost per participant is $80.

Registration is open now and will
close on Aug. 18.

Parishes are being highly encouraged
to work toward filling a bus of their
own parishioners - but anyone can
register for the pilgrimage by visiting
dioceseofscranton.org.

Please save the date - and register
early to save your spot - as the Diocese of
Scranton “fans the flame of hope that has
been given us” during this special Jubilee
Year.

%

BISHOP JOSEPH C. BAMBERA
INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN A
SPECIAL DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2025

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Tmmaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C.

FOR PILGRIMAGE DETAILS AND REGISTRATION VISIT:

dioceseofscranton.org

MAY 15, 2025 « The Catholic Light
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Nativity of Our Lord Parish, Duryea

14 The Catholic Light + MAY 15, 2025



APPOINTMENTS

His Excellency, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, announces the following
appointments, effective as indicated:

Reverend Andrew Amankwaa, from Administrator pro fem, St. John Vianney Parish,
Montdale, to continued service in the Diocese of Scranton, effective July 1, 2025.

Sister Mary Ann Cody, IHM, from Parish Life Coordinator, Our Lady of the
Eucharist Parish, Pittston, effective July 1, 2025. Sister will transition to Pastoral
Associate at Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish, Pittston, St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Pittston, and St. Joseph Marello Parish, Pittston.

Reverend Joseph P. Elston, V.F., to Pastor, Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish,
Pittston, effective July 1, 2025. Father will continue to serve as Pastor, St. John the
Evangelist Parish, Pittston, and St. Joseph Marello Parish, Pittston, and as Dean of

the Pittston Deanery.

Reverend Joseph J. Evanko, V.E., from Priest Moderator, Our Lady of the
Eucharist Parish, Pittston, effective July 1, 2025. Father will continue to serve as
Pastor, St. Jude Parish Mountain Top, and Our Lady Help of Christians Parish,

Dorrance, and as Episcopal Vicar of the Southern Pastoral Region.

Reverend Walter Jenkins, C.S.C., from Sacramental Minister, Our Lady of the
Eucharist Parish, Pittston, to Pastor, Prince of Peace Parish, Old Forge, effective
July 1, 2025.

Reverend Connell A. McHugh, from Sacramental Minister, Holy Name of Jesus
Parish, West Hazleton, effective May 5, 2025. Father will continue to serve as
Sacramental Minister, Holy Rosary Parish, Hazleton.

Reverend Kevin M. Miller, to Pastor Holy Name of Jesus Parish, West Hazleton,
effective May 5, 2025. Father will continue to serve as Pastor of Annunciation
Parish, Hazleton.

Deacon Vincent M. Oberto, from Parish Life Coordinator, Holy Name of Jesus
Parish, West Hazleton, effective May 5, 2025. Deacon will continue to serve as
Parish Life Coordinator, Holy Rosary Parish, Hazleton.

Reverend Thomas J. Petro, ]J.C.L., to Pastor, Queen of the Apostles Parish, Avoca.
Father will continue to serve as Pastor, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Dupont, and
Judge, the Diocesan Tribunal, effective July 1, 2025.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F., from Priest Moderator, Holy Name of Jesus
Parish, West Hazleton, effective May 5, 2025. Father will continue to serve
as Priest Moderator, Holy Rosary Parish, Hazleton, and Pastor, SS Cyril and
Methodius Parish, Hazleton, and as Dean of the Hazleton Deanery.

Reverend Jackson Pinhero, O.S.]., to Parochial Vicar, Our Lady of the Eucharist
Parish, Pittston, effective July 1, 2025. Father will continue to serve as Parochial Vicar,
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Pittston, and St. Joseph Marello Parish, Pittston.

Reverend August A. Ricciardi, from Pastor, Prince of Peace Parish, Old Forge, to
Pastor, St. John Vianney Parish, Montdale, effective July 1, 2025.

Reverend Phillip J. Sladicka, from Pastor, Queen of the Apostles Parish, Avoca,
to Pastor Emeritus, Queen of the Apostles Parish, Avoca, effective July 1, 2025.

BISHOP BAMBERA’S SCHEDULE

May 15 - Confirmation for Saint Jude Parish
Saint Jude Church, Mountain Top, 5:00 p.m.
May 16 - Commencement for King’s College
Mohegan Arena at Casey Plaza, 1:00 p.m.
May 17 - Commencement for Marywood University
Mohegan Arena at Casey Plaza, 1:00 p.m.
May 18 - Commencement for The University of Scranton
Mohegan Arena at Casey Plaza, 11:00 a.m.
May 19 - Confirmation for St. Ignatius Loyola, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and
Holy Family Parishes
Saint Ignatius Loyola Church, Kingston, 5:00 p.m.
May 21 - Confirmation for Corpus Christi and St. Monica Parishes
Immaculate Conception Church, W. Pittston, 5:00 p.m.
May 22 - Confirmation for Annunciation, Holy Name of Jesus and Holy Rosary
Parishes
Saint Gabriel Church, Hazleton, 5:00 p.m.
May 24 - Diaconate Ordination for Jan Carlo Perez
Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 10:00 a.m.
May 27 - Saint John Neumann High School Commencement
Penn College - Klumpf Center, Williamsport, 7 p.m.
May 28 - Holy Redeemer High School Commencement
Kirby Center, Wilkes-Barre, 7:00 p.m.
May 30 - Holy Cross High School Commencement
Marywood University, Scranton, 7:00 p.m.
May 31 - Notre Dame High School Commencement
Notre Dame Theater, East Stroudsburg, 11:00 a.m.
June 1 - Wedding Anniversary Mass
Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 2:30 p.m.
June 2 - Confirmation for Our Lady of Hope and St. Nicholas/St. Mary Parishes
Saint Nicholas Church, Wilkes-Barre, 5:00 p.m.
June 4 - Confirmation for Cathedral of Saint Peter, Immaculate Conception, St.
Catherine of Siena and St. Eulalia Parishes
Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 5:00 p.m.
June 5 - Legatus Mass
Christ the King Chapel, Wilkes-Barre, 6:00 p.m.
June 7 - Catholic Women’s Conference Mass
Marywood University, Scranton, 8:30 a.m.
June 8 - Confirmation for Our Lady of the Snows Parish
Church of St. Benedict, Clarks Summit, 11:00 a.m.
June 8 - Confirmation for Saint Gregory Parish
Church of St. Gregory, Clarks Green, 2:00 p.m.
June 12 - Mass for Priest Jubilarians
Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 12:10 p.m.
June 15 - 20 - United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Special Assembly
San Diego, CA
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C ! T in an environment that is academically excellent and facilitates the
classroom and in their service to others. Each day, our schools are

Diocese of Scranton The Diocese of Scranton is committed to educating our students
development of moral judgment and Christian decision-making. We
are proud to share the following successes of our students in the

S C H O O L fulfilling their mission of preparing today’s youth and young adults
FATTH « ACADEMICS « SERVICE to become tomorrow’s faith-filled leaders.

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, finished his tour of all 19 Diocesan Schools earlier this month by celebrating Masses with the communities of Wyoming
Area Catholic School, Epiphany School, and Saint Agnes School. In his message to the students, the Bishop reminded everyone of the miracle we experience every time we
attend Mass and how, fortified by the miracle of the Eucharist, we are called to be like Jesus to everyone we meet — befriend the stranger, feed the hungry, help those in need.

L e :f N ¥ : " — Eighth grade students from Saint

= . B8 %2 “ gy S8 oo The school community of Holy Redeemer High School in Nicholas/Saint Mary School in
The fourth grade class at Saint Clare/Saint Paul School in Scranton Wilkes-Barre honored the Blessed Mother and Queen of Heaven  Wilkes-Barre led their annual May
recently spent a day in Harrisburg, which included a tour of the with its annual May Crowning liturgy. Female members of the Crowning ceremony, honoring the

Pennsylvania State Capitol. Class of 2025 served as readers, cantors, gift bearers, Eucharistic Blessed Virgin Mary with prayers and
- mlnlsters, and members Of the May CrOWnlng Court. ﬂowers as Signs Of devotion and 10\/6.

Prior to the election of Pope Leo XIV, second
Students from All Saints Academy in grade students at Holy Reosary School in %
Scranton presented The Living Stationsas Duryea wrote stories about who they thought Congratulations to seventh and eighth grade students of La Salle Academy in
they prepared for the Triduum and Easter. the new Pope would be and from which country. Jessup who were inducted into the National Junior Honor Society.
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i Seniors from Holy Cross High School in Dunmore
ﬁ’.ﬁ:ﬂ.’m gather for their annual “Senior Lunch.” Stephen

Pre-Kindergarten students at Our Lady of Yurkovic, senior class president, led the students in

Peace School in Clarks Green celebrated reciting the Alumni Pledge, and they received pins and

their May Crowning in the Garden of pledge cards.

Remembrance to celebrate Mary, the Mother

of Jesus.

The sixth grade class at Notre Dame Elementary School in East
Stroudsburg prays before the Blessed Sacrament for the guidance
of the Holy Spirit during the Conclave of Cardinals, before the
announcement of the election of Pope Leo XIV.

ST.JUDE Sciog)

oMY

LEFT BEHNI %
aAD ANNUALiKAAC:

i A \ e -
Janie Schlude, Eleanor Daderko and Madelyn
Craig, students at Saint Jude School in
Mountain Top, enjoy the Nomad 5K event

sponsored by the school’s Parent Teacher
Group (PTG).
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: & ERRERN
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Fifth graders at Saint John Neumann Elementary School in Kindergarten students at Saint Mary of Mount
Williamsport took partin “Step Up Day,” where they had the opportunity ~ Carmel School in Dunmore spent their ITime
to experience what life is like in sixth grade at SIN High School. From  graphing, counting and organizing jelly beans.
engaging classes, to meeting new friends, students explored their future

with enthusiasm and excitement.

The Knights of Columbus honored the students at Holy
Family Academy in Hazleton who won their annual
Easter coloring contest.

Under the direction of Mrs. Elizabeth Powers, the Drama Club of Good Shepherd Academy in Kingston performed
“Seussical the Musical, Jr.” to three different sold-out crowds.
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5973 Jacks Hollow Road, Bastress, Pa.
&
noodles, ghavy, cokn, alad, homemade bhead. ?

Invite You To Attend Their Annual
Dmner from Noon untll 6 P.M.
$13.00/Adults - $6/Children (4-12 yrs) - 3 and under free

Fr. Bill Corcoran and the parishioners of
Dine-In & Take-out are both available. Take- outmealsare Adult ONLY.
Sandwiches, Ice Cream, French Fries & Soda will be available cutside as well.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
SIINIIAY MAY 18™
l
2
Diruner inveludes turkey, ham, maAlwdpatath
DIR: From Route 15 in South Williamsport, take Route 654 West to Bastress. (10 miles)

@gM OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE /

el Gl Dl

June 20 = 21 22
Friday: 8 AM-3 PM - Saturday: 9 AM-3 PM - Sunday: 12:30-4PM

Something for everyone - Collectibles, furniture, jewelry,
clothes ,handbags, tools, shoes, toys, holiday, books, crafts,
frames, prints, lawn & garden, and much more.

Stap in and purchase your lunch, while you chech out the bashet vaffle!
Sausages & Peppers, Hamburgers & Hotdogs, Pastries,
and so many more tasty treats!
www.qopchurch.org or 610-681-6137. - Our Lady Queen of Peace Church

Route 209 & Weir Lake Road. Brodheadsville, PA.

~MARY, MOTHER OF GOD PARI

ﬁ%@é@ )
HOLYROSARY|C

=

NIER

Games « Raffle Baskets + Wine & Spirits
Frlday & Saturday = June 13 & 14
+ Fri.6 pm-11pm = Sat. 5pm-10pm *
| FRI: 7-11PM « MuSIC BY PICTURE PERFECT |

SAT: 5PM * MusIC BY JIM CERMINARO; 6-10PM * Music BY THE CHATTER
CORNER OF WAYNE & WEST MARKET STS., NORTH SCRANTON

Rev. Cyril D. &Edwards Invites All To Attend!

As summer approaches, visit

dioceseofscranton.org
for the full church festival, picnic and bazaar listing

LIVING THE STREAM: Students shine in faith-
fueled innovation challenge

SCRANTON - Catholic
school students from across
the Diocese of Scranton were
honored for their innovation
and imagination April 24 as the
inaugural ‘Living the STREAM’
competition concluded.

The Diocese of Scranton
Catholic ~ School fundraising
competition began during
Catholic Schools Week in January.
It brought together students in
grades 6 through 8 daring them
to “dream big,” wusing their
STREAM (Science, Technology,
Religion, Engineering, Arts and
Math) education to combat a
“real-world challenge.”

The students could tackle
any topic of interest to their team.
They then created a video that was
posted on a special website, and
the public was able to support each
team with donations. The final
projects focused on varying issues

Troy Miller, left,and Mason Williams
of Good Shepherd Academy in
Kingston celebrate their LIVING
THE STREAM project success April
24. (Photo/Eric Deabill)

that included everything from
homelessness to food insecurity.

Between sponsorships and
donations, more than $55,000
was raised.

On the day the competition
ended, more than 100 students and
parents gathered in the Diocesan
Pastoral Center to celebrate the
fundraiser. Awards for the top
fundraising teams, along with
awards for the best overall project,
innovation, and faith in action also
were distributed.

One team taking home an award
was “Team HandiMaps” from Good
Shepherd Academy in Kingston.

Mason  Williams, Caden
Moreck, Nick Pokrifka, Troy Miller,
and Daniel Saporito — eighth grade
students - focused on creating
a website that features maps of
regional destinations accessible to
disabled people.

Miller said the HandiMaps
project was more fun than a
traditional school assignment
because they could be as creative
as they wanted and pick the topic.

Continued on Page 32

Bishop Bambera to Celebrate the 80" Anniversary

FRIDAY, JUNE 27 « 4 P.M.
— Divine Mercy Parish, Minooka —

FATHER PAUL McDONNELL, 0.5.).,
Pastor of Divine Mercy Parish

FATHER DANIEL TOOMEY,

Spiritual Moderator of the
Sacred Heart Enthronement Guild

FATHER JOSEPH SIBILANO, 0.5.).,

and other prlests that may join in the celebration

A musical prelude will begin at 3:45 p.m. in the Church
A dinner reception in the Parish Center will follow the Mass

For reservations or further information contact Maria Pappa,

Coordinator of the Enthronement Guild,
at 570-241-8172 or email: sacredheartenthronement@yahoo.com.
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THE ORDER OF MALTA
SCRANTON CHAPTER

FRr. P10 MANDATO, FMH]
MAIN CELEBRANT & HOMILIST

MSGR. NEIL VAN LOON
MASsS CONCELEBRANT &
CHAPLAIN ORDER OF MALTA,
SCRANTON CHAPTER

PRESENTS

AN AFTERNOON OF HEALING
with
FR. P1o ManDaTo, FMHJ

Fr. Pio Mandato, FMH) is a Franciscan priest living as a missionary hermit. He
was born in Italy and along with his brother Vincenzo, received his first holy
communion from Saint Pio before coming to the USA. He grew up in New Jersey
and entered the Capuchin Franciscans at the age of 17 and was ordained in
1985. In 1998 he was accepted in the Diocese of Scranton, Pa, and now lives
a life of solitude, prayer and intercession. He is also Chaplain to the Capuchin
Sisters of Nazareth and at times is engaged in the preaching apostolate.

SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 2025

1:00 PM - CONFESSIONS
1:30 PM - ROSARY
2:00 PM - MASS & ANOINTING OF THE SICK

After the 2pm Mass, Father Pio will bring a relic of
Saint Padre Pio and bless everyone individually.

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH
1510 PENN AVE., SCRANTON

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
ST. PAUL'S PARISH @ 570-961-1549

Students embrace
gratitude during
Lenten retreats

SCRANTON — More than
400 Catholic elementary school
students in kindergarten through
third grade recently participated
in a Lenten retreat centered on
themes of healing and gratitude.

Liz Devine, -elementary
school guidance counselor, hosted
an interactive Lenten retreat at all
five Catholic elementary schools
in Lackawanna County: All Saints
Academy in Scranton; La Salle
Academy in Jessup; Our Lady of
Peace School in Clarks Green;
Saint Clare/Saint Paul School in
Scranton; Saint Mary of Mount
Carmel School in Dunmore.

The retreat centered around
the bible passage of Jesus healing
ten lepers on the way to Jerusalem
and only one returning to give
gratitude.

“We reflected on Jesus’
healing power, how the lepers
had faith and acted upon it to
implore Jesus’ blessings, but how
the human tendency is toward
ingratitude,” Devine said. “We
practiced how saying ‘thank
you’ and expressing gratitude
nourishes our relationship with
God and others.”

The students in all five
schools participated in small
group activities that included
writing ‘thank you’ notes to people
in their lives and decorating a
rock with a positive message to
keep as a reminder that God’s
blessings are abundant.

As part of the retreat, the
students were also asked to
donate an item for Saint Joseph’s
Baby Pantry. A total of 521 items
were collected.

“Items collected included
diapers, wipes, bottles, wash
cloths and towels and pacifiers,”
Devine said. “It is important for
students to see that their donations
are needed to support families
right here in our community.”
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SCRANTON - The Catholic
Women’s Conference is just a few
weeks away!

There is still time to purchase
your tickets for the 2025 Catholic
Women’s Conference: Refresh
Your Faith Heart to Heart Prayer
taking place on Saturday, June 7,
at Marywood University.

Don’t miss out on this
inspiring, spirit-filled day
designed to strengthen and renew
your faith!

The conference will begin
with Mass celebrated by the Most
Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop
of Scranton.

Keynote

BUILDING YOUR BRAND
570.343.0414 » Taylor, PA 18517

Print, Mail, Fulfillment & Promotional Items

www. pdgprint.com

EDWICK éjﬁ

RELIGIOHS ITEMS

FOR EVERYDAY & SPECIAL OCCASIONS

Beautiful Statues & Medals Honoring Blessed Mother
Pope Francis Statues, Rosaries, & Remembrances
Patron Saint Statues, Medals, & Rosaries
Memorial Items, Scapulars, & Auto Visor Clips
Baptismal Gifts, Children's Books, & Irish Items

Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. - Tues: 9a.m.-3 p.m. Thurs: 1p.m.-6 p.m. Sat: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

FIRST COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION GIFTS

include
Sister Maria Kateri of the Sisters

speakers

Near podcast, award-winning
singer and composer Sarah Hart,
and Reverend Bryan Wright of
Holy Child Parish in Mansfield.

Attendees will also have the
opportunity for Reconciliation, a
fellowship lunch, and browsing a
vibrant marketplace.

In addition, there is a special
Friday night dinner and event

452 Hazle Street - Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 - 570-823-3818

INSPIRING FAITH, BUILDING FOR GENERATIONS

Support Catholic Education for Generations to Come

The Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of Scranton offers endowment giving
opportunities to sustain vital ministries like our Catholic Schools.

You can contribute to the Catholic Schools Endowment Fund or create a named
fund for a specific Diocesan school.

"I'm proud to establish an endowment for Good Shepherd Academy
through the Catholic Foundation,” shares board member Mark Sobeck.
"Catholic education shaped my family's future—! want others
fo have the same opportunity.”

To learn more about how you can support the
Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of Scranton, contact us Today

CATHOLIC
FOUNDATION
Jor the Diocese of Scranton

Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of Scranton
300 Wyoming Ave, Scranton, PA 18503

info@catholicfoundationscranton.org | 570-207-2212

of Life, Kara Kardell of the Draw |

available with Kara Kardell for
those who want to begin the
weekend in  community and
reflection.

Don’t wait - register today
and be a part of this joyful

Join Your Sisters in Christ at the
2025 Catholic Women’s Conference

celebration of Catholic sisterhood
and spiritual renewal!

For more information or to
register, scan the QR code below
or visit the Diocese of Scranton
website at dioceseofscranton.org!

)

JUNE 6: FRIDAY EVENING
E@ (OPTIONAL) WITH KARA KARDELL

JUNE 7: SATURDAY FULL DAY

“Draw Near” Co-Founder

Bambera
Bishop of Scranton

CONFER,
TO INVIGORATE AND ENRICH

NAME:

ia Kateri
Sisters of Life

CONFERENCE TICKET OPTIONS
OPTION 1: $55
Friday Evening Only, June 6: 4:00-8:00 p.m.
(No Accommodations)
Buffet Dinner & Talk by Kara Kardell

OPTION 2: $70
Saturday, June 7: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
All Day Conference at Marywood University

OPTION 3
$140 per person (Double Room) or
$165 per person (Single Room)
Full Package/Both Events, Registration, Meals & Overnight
Dormatory Accommodations (Includes Sheets and Towels)

2025 Catholic Women’s
Confecrence

tewnd 10 tewrt Proyyer

8 MARYWOOD UNIVERSITY E
Scranton, Pennsylvania

Sarah Hart
Musician/Songwriter

Rev. Bryan Wright |
Pastor, Holy Child Parish |

IR SISTERS IN CHRIST

ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

PHONE:

PARISH:

D Option 1: Friday Evening Only: $55

D Option 2: Saturday Conference: $70

Option 3: Full Package: (Single) $165 pp; (Double) $140 pp
Include Name of Roommate (if applicable)
Make Check Payable to: Diocese of Scranton
Mail to: Refresh Your Faith Conference, PO Box 202, Dunmore,
PA 18512
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Mothers by Grace: Cathedral Mass uplifts
adoptive and foster moms

SCRANTON - Celebrating
Mother’s Day this year was unlike
any other for Ashley Reedy.

For the very first time, she
was able to celebrate it with her
son Paxton.

“It is the first Mother’s Day
that I'm able to share it with
him, and that is something that
I prayed for so long to be able
to celebrate,” the Saint Eulalia
Parish parishioner said.

With the assistance of Saint
Joseph’s Center, Reedy and
her husband were able to adopt
Paxton last year.

“Even though he wasn’t born
from me, I’ve just been waiting
for him for so long,” Reedy said.

Reedy and many other
mothers participated in the
Diocese of Scranton’s annual
Mother’s Day Mass at the
Cathedral of Saint Peter in
Scranton on May 11, 2025. The
liturgy prayerfully recognizes all
mothers — but places a special
emphasis on foster and adoptive
mothers.

“There are families out there
that are willing to, and want to,
adopt a child because they’ve
been praying for it and waiting
for it for so long,” Reedy added.

The Mass was celebrated
by the Most Rev. Joseph C.
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton,
who also served as homilist.

Beckie Samuel, a parishioner
of Saint Patrick Parish in West
Scranton, also went through the
adoption process in 2022. Her son
is turning three in August.

“Mother’s Day is very, very
special to me,” Samuel explained.
“Before him, we had tried for 11
years and had three losses, so
this holiday is very sacred to me
because it is one I never thought I
would be able to celebrate.”

Samuel praised the work of
Saint Joseph’s Center in helping
to shepherd the adoption process

A mother and daughter share a special moment during the Mother’s
Day Adoption Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Peter on May 11, 2025.
(Photo/Mike Melisky)

locally.

“They made it very easy.
They communicated with us non- [y
stop. If I had any questions, they |
were there to respond. They were
amazing,” she said.

During the Mass, many
adoptive mothers said they prayed
for the Saint Joseph’s Center
staff, as well as their child’s birth
mother, who gave them such an
important gift.

“It was so nice to be -3
recognized but more importantly
to recognize all the people who
helped us come together as a
family,” Heather Thomas of
Saint Matthew Parish in East
Stroudsburg said.

For many in attendance, the
Mass was deeply personal. At the
conclusion of the Mass, Bishop
Bambera blessed all the mothers
present.

“We’re celebrating adoption
and the fact that (my son) came
from mommy’s heart and not my
belly,” Thomas added.

o

cf. John 17:17-18

&

CONGREGATION OF

HOLY CROSS

EDUCATION-PARISH-MISSION

~ + FOUR SAMS

oA
| & .
A 5

m PLASTER STATUE
d\diA) RESTORATION

- 370-343-8844 -

N.E.PA. CARPET CARE
530 PER ROOM

SERVING NORTHEAST PA

Deo GRATIAS

Tue CoNGREGATION OF Hory Cross
celebrates the Ordination to the Priesthood of
Rev. Ricaarp BevingTon, C.S.C.
Rev. NoaH Junge, C.S.C.
REev. AaARoN Morris, C.S.C.

Rev. Davip Murray, C.S.C.

“Father, consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth.
As you sent me into the world,
so I sent them into the world,” says the Lord.

IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN A LIFE OF SERVICE TO OTHERS
AS A PrRIEST OR BROTHER OF Hory CRross,
VISIT CSCVOCATIONS.ORG.

QOO @cscvocations
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PONTIFICAL MISSION

VOLKSWAGENS MISSION MESSAGE

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS SOCIETIES
@ KELLY IN THE UNITEDISTATES Pope LeO XIV: A grow by maintenance. It grows
MOTOR CO. i ; . ion i 0= by mission. And not just mission
AUTHORIZED I/lhiss?;wcaer;yggiIéideoigfc?cti;tio(:\fthe e MlSSlonary POp ¢ for “over there,” but right here. In our

VOLKSWAGEN DEALER
S. Main at EIm, Scranton

570 '3""7' 56 56 www.onefamilyinmission.org
DCAL CEMETERY MONUMENT DEALERS

The Society of St. Peter the Apostle
Missionary Union of Priests and Religious

parishes, in our schools, in our
homes, and in our streets. Pope
Leo XIV reminds us that mission
is not a diocesan department or a
feel-good project. It’s the identity

a Missionary Church

By Shannon Kowalski
Diocesan Director,
Pontifical Missions Societies

MJ JUDGE MONUMENT

COMPANY, INC COMPANY, LLC
Call for appointment 975 S Main St-Hanover Twp., PA

» 570-829-4881= | =« 570-829-8138 =

ST. MARY'S MONUMENT

CEMETERY MONUMENTS - MARKERS
LETTERING - CLEANING - RESTORATION

— www.stmarysmonumentcompany.com —
— stmary975@aol.com —

([‘\
MeSKO

Your clear
glass choice
for over

90 years.

AUTO | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL

glass

mesko.com

SCRANTON | WILKES-BARRE
HONESDALE | ALLENTOWN

Long before he

of the Church.
The Pontifical

wore white, Leo XIV
— then Father Robert
Francis Prevost —
was an Augustinian
missionary in the
prelature of Chulucanas
in the remote highlands
of Peru. He didn’t step
into those mountains as
a visitor. He lived there
and worked alongside
the people he was sent
to serve. He celebrated
Mass under corrugated
metal roofs and learned
the native Peruvian
Quechua language from
abuelas who taught him
words between Rosary beads. His
formation was not only theological,
but pastoral, grounded in the grit
of human suffering and solidarity.

N

N

STATUES -

ROBERT RITTERBECK

Church Paanting and ‘Decorating
(570) 343-2899

Please visit our website at wwazcﬁ ittenlreck.com
STENCILS + GOLD LEAF + MURAL RESTORATION

\

\

Mission Societies were
founded precisely to
support this vision: a
Church that gives, that
goes, and that grows by
sharing. Under Pope Leo
XIV, that call takes on new
urgency and new energy.
His words already reflect
it— challenging comfort,
calling for proximity to
the poor, and insisting
that evangelization must
be driven by witness more
than words.

In his first address

Now as Pope, Leo XIV brings
that same spirit into the heart of the
universal Church.

By choosing the name Leo,
our new Holy Father gives a nod
to another pivotal moment in
Church history. In the wake of
the Industrial Revolution, Pope
Leo XIII spoke up for exploited
workers and reshaped Catholic
social teaching with the Church’s
first social encyclical, Rerum
Novarum. Leo XIV seems to be
carrying that legacy forward with
his words and his actions. One
of my favorite images of Pope
Leo XIV that has surfaced in
the media is of him as Bishop of
Chiclayo, wearing muck boots,
standing in knee-high flood water,
accompanying his people after a
devastating flood (photo above).
The shepherd among his flock

For those of us in dioceses like
Scranton, his election is more than
symbolic. It’s a wake-up call — a
reminder that the Church doesn’t

to the world as the 267th
successor to Saint Peter,
he said, “We want to be a synodal
Church, a Church that moves
forward, a Church that always
seeks peace, that always seeks
charity, that always seeks to be
close above all to those who are
suffering.” That’s the voice of
someone who’s done it.

From Scranton to Chiclayo,
from our mission appeals to
the missions themselves, this
is a moment of renewal. As a
missionary Catholic, I see Pope
Leo XIV’s papacy as both
challenge and encouragement. He
challenges us to stop talking about
mission like it’s someone else’s
job. And he encourages us to get
to work, not because we have all
the answers, but because we know
Who does.

May God bless Pope Leo
XIV and may his papacy awaken
in us a more profound love
for the Gospel, and a renewed
commitment to proclaim it— here
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Statement of the Diocese of Scranton regarding Rev. Vincent J. Young

SCRANTON - On April 4,
2025, the Most Rev. Joseph C.
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton,
imposed the penalty of suspension
on Reverend Vincent J. Young, an
incardinated priest of the Diocese
of Scranton.

The penalty of suspension
prohibits Father Young from
exercising priestly ministry in
any capacity and includes, but is
not limited to the following:

* A prohibition on presenting
himself publicly as a priest

* A prohibition on wearing
any clerical or religious attire

* A prohibition on any public
participation in the celebration of
the Most Holy Eucharist

* A prohibition on the
celebration of any sacrament with

* A prohibition on being
present in the territory of the
Diocese of Fort Worth, Texas

The penalty of suspension has
been imposed on Father Young
due to his persistent disobedience
to his bishop of incardination
and his continued unlawful and
unauthorized exercise of priestly
ministry.

The imposition of this
penalty follows the conclusion of
trial processes found in the Canon
Law of the Catholic Church. The
imposition of any penalty on a
cleric represents a grave rupture
of the ecclesial communion in the
life of a cleric.

Reverend Vincent J. Young
was incardinated into the Diocese
of Scranton in 1999 by the late

Since 2004, Father Young
has been unlawfully absent
from the Diocese of Scranton
and has unlawfully exercised
ministry with schismatic ecclesial
communities that do not enjoy
full communion with the Catholic
Church.

Most recently, Father Young
has been residing and unlawfully

celebrating the sacraments at the
former Monastery of the Most
Holy Trinity in Arlington, Texas
in the Diocese of Fort Worth.

Should anyone become
aware of  Father  Young
attempting to exercise priestly
ministry, they are to contact the
Vicar General of Diocese of
Scranton immediately.

Free CSS Program brings together families

WILKES-BARRE - The ‘Parents
as Teachers’ program of Catholic
Social Services held a free community

event May 3 at King’s College.

The program, It Takes a Village,
brought together community resources
and featured a scavenger hunt, story
time, along with dance theater and

=

Looking for the

Perfect Monument?

Stop by to see why we are the
preferred memorial provider.
SELECTION
« Tri-state area’s largest * Over 400 memorials
on display * More than 25 color choices

QUALIFICATION
+ Family owned and operated for over 130
years * Recommended by more than 15
funeral homes * Superior workmanship

PRICE
+ Buy direct from the manufacturer
*NO MIDDLEMAN!
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Serving All
Catholic
Cemeteries in
NE PA

The clear choice
for all your
memorial needs

Martin Caufield Memorial Works
249 Sunrise Ave,, Honesdale, PA 18431
1-800-824-5293 + 570-253-3300 « FAX: 570-293-3360

www.martincaufieldmemorialworks.com

mixed martial arts demonstrations.
Save the date of Aug. 2! That is the

next free community event sponsored

by the ‘Parents as Teachers’ program.

mecmwphil@ptd.net

any member of the Christian Faithful
Full Service Granite Company Since 1877

Bishop James C. Timlin.

More News Available at:
dioceseofscranton.org

Tenth Catholic Men’s Conference in October

The Catholic Cemeteries of the Diocese of Scranton offer
complete and compassionate service and are prepared

to provide for all your burial needs. It is our privilege

to assist you in planning the final resting place for your
loved ones.

Y !i' 4.
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Planning for the tenth annual Catholic Men’s Conference, which
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 4, at Holy Redeemer High School in
Wilkes-Barre, is underway.

This year’s theme will be “Christ is King.” The conference will
feature nationally known speakers and conclude with the celebration
of Mass with the Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton.

Registration for the conference is available online at
BeACatholicMan.com. Cost to attend the conference is $40 ($30
if registered by Sept. 15). Students are $15; Priests, Deacons and
Seminarians are free of charge. For more information, call (570) 721-
0872.

Memorial Day Masses will be celebrated at each

Diocesan Cemetery on Monday, May 26, 2025. All are
welcome to participate in these liturgies to pray for and
remember the faithfully departed, especially our veterans.

MEMORIAL DAY MASSES, MONDAY, MAY 26, 2025

CATHEDRAL CEMETERY * 10AM MOUNT OLIVET CEMETERY * 10AM HOLY CROSS CEMETERY « 9AM
1708 Oram St., Scranton 612 Mt. Olivet Rd., Carverton at St. Mary’s Church,
570-347-9251 570-696-3636 Prince of Peace Parish, Old Forge

Members of this year’s planning committee are pictured above. Crypt Chapel at rear of cemetery at St. Frances X. Cabrini Church 570-347-9251
First row, from left: Jerome Smith; Walt Blejwas; Dr. Chris Carr; Dr.
Louis Guarnieri; Kevin Burleigh; Raphael Micca; and John Leskosky. ||| ST. CATHERINE'S CEMETERY ¢ 10AM  ST. MARY’S CEMETERY ¢ 10AM CALVARY CEMETERY « 10AM
Second row: Father Brian VanFossen, conference chaplain; Mike Main St., Route 435, Moscow 1594 S. Main St., Wilkes-Barre Route 309, Drums
Kilmer, conference chairperson; Jim Gerichten; Joe Alinoski; Ralph 570-842-8411 « Outside Altar 570-822-6941 570-788-2150
Marino; and John Witkosky. Third row: Paul Binner; Alex Piechoki; (if inclement weather will be at pemorial b, at Good Shepherd Church

Jim Biondo; Gerard Schmidt; and Tim Pawlik. Committee member St. Eulalia’s Church)

Christopher Calore was the photographer.
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CHURCH OF SAINT LUKE
2025 GOLF TOURNAMENT

MONDAY, JUNE 23, 2025
SHAWNEE INN & GOLF RESORT
SHAWNEE ON DELAWARE, PA

11:30 am Registration and Boxed Lunch
1 pm Shotgun Start

5:30 pm Cocktail Hour S
6:30 pm Dinner & Entertalnment

$150 Golfer / $600 Foursome
$75 Dinner Only

Call the Parish Office at (570) 421-9097
for more information or see brochure at
www.churchofsaintluke.org

Host-for-a- Day supporters celebrated

PECKVILLE - Saint Francis
of Assisi Kitchen celebrated the
successful culmination of its
2025 Host-for-a-Day campaign
with a special event at Fiorelli’s
on April 30.

Contributors to the 47th
annual campaign gathered for
food, fellowship and to hear how
their support enables the Kitchen
to feed and clothe those in need.

Also two members of the
Kitchen’s Advisory Board were
recognized for their service, and
three institutions - Empower
Financial Services Company,
The University of Scranton and
Scranton Running Company -
were honored for continued
support of the Kitchen’s mission.

Donations of $100 or more
can still be made by calling
the Kitchen at (570) 342-5556,
sending a check to Saint Francis
of Assisi Kitchen, 500 Penn
Avenue, Scranton PA 18509,
online at: www.stfranciskitchen.
org or text SFAK to 26989.

Join us on Friday, June 13 at PNC Field in Moosic for a Diocese of Scranton night at the ballpark!
All are invited to an exciting night of baseball and fireworks as the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre

RailRiders take on the Syracuse Mets. Order discounted tickets using the QR code in this flyer.

AUBU IR IN

TREE & SHRUB

ESe

} Brmgmg knowledge, experience and enthusiasm to every job!

[1 All types of tree and shrub pruning.

[| Large shade trees to tiny ornamentals and
everything in between.

[/| Proficient and technical tree climber.
Z Beautifying landscapes for over 20 years.
[l Specializing in fruit tree care.

WORKING ALL YEAR ROUND!
Call Tim: 570-240-5161

3&'};&2}&? TiMm MORRIS
ISA

Certified

Arborist

MA-4561A

Saint Francis of Assisi Kitchen recognized several individuals and
institutions for helping its ministry on April 30, 2025. Pictured, seated
from left: Dr. Dan Cossachi, University of Scranton Vice President for
Mission and Ministry; Pat Vaccaro, Director, University of Scranton
Center for Service and Social Justice; Ellen Farrell, Empower Financial
Services Company; and Matt Byrne, Scranton Running Company.
Standing from left: The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of
Scranton; Maria McCool, Kitchen Advisory Board President; Michael
Colarusso, Host-for-a-Day Campaign Chair; Rob Williams, Kitchen
Executive Director.

s "1!oman Catholic

""" _ Diocese of Scranton nghf _

“atPNC Field!
[lFlTE DEGAME: =~ 5

June 13th, 2025

_Gatesopena at5: 353m. \j =

_ First Pitch ist tossed at6:35pm!

|_T0.[ l]H[lEH YI]IJH TIEHETE $]4 o S

=] Please scan the QR Code ;
~that will take youtothe ~ —+|
~Fevo-Page to purchase———
_ your tickets online! ‘

~ Tickets will lze emailed fmm FEVO-

—DUEDRTE = S
Please order no later thanJllmmh 202i

,_,'_a._,.f\r__,

%J‘vavnﬁ have any questions or need -~
seainy accommoaions leese conlact

L .. Tony D'Andrea Sl 3
(570) 558-4541 | adandréa@swbrailriders cum

[ EIS D | SWBRAILRIDERS.COM | (570) sssmr—"“ (
(>} P_NCV FIELD. Tnple AAffiliate of the !ﬁ§ =
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Bishop to celebrate Enthronement Guild 80th Anniversary Mass

SCRANTON The
Diocese of Scranton Sacred
Heart Enthronement Guild will
commemorate its 80th anniversary
at the annual Eucharistic
celebration on the Solemnity of
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus on
Friday, June 27, at4 p.m. at Divine
Mercy Parish in the Minooka
section of Scranton.

The Most Rev. Joseph C.
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will
serve as principal celebrant and
homilist for the Pontifical Mass,
during which he will renew the
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart
in the Scranton Diocese.

Catholic Choral

spring concerts set

SCRANTON — The annual
spring concerts of the Catholic
Choral Society of Scranton will
open on Friday, May 16, at 7
p.m. in Holy Rosary Church at
Mary, Mother of God Parish, 316
William St., North Scranton.

During the performance, the
Catholic Choral singers will be
joined by the Mary, Mother of God
Adult Choir, under the direction of
Kimberly Gnall.

A second spring concert event
will be held on Sunday, May 18,
at 7 p.m. in the Church of Saint
Ignatius at Saint Ignatius Loyola
Parish, 339 North Maple Ave.,
Kingston.

The Choral Society will host
as guest performers the Good
Shepherd Academy of Kingston
Middle School Choir directed by
Thomas Hanlon.

Currently celebrating its
76th season, the Catholic Choral
Society is composed of members
from Luzerne, Lackawanna,
Wayne, Susquehanna and
Wyoming counties.

Admission cost for each
concert performance is $12
for adults; $8 for seniors and
students.

Singers and children 12
years of age and younger are
admitted free of charge.

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera

Concelebrants will include
Saint Joseph Oblate Father Paul
McDonnell, pastor of Divine
Mercy Parish; Father Daniel
Toomey, spiritual moderator of
the Sacred Heart Enthronement
Guild; Saint Joseph Oblate Father
Joseph Sibilano; and other priests
serving the Diocese.

Music ministry for the Mass
will be provided by the Sacred
Heart Singers, Ernie Pappa,
Vanessa James and Robert Zito,
who will be joined by Maryanne
DeMark on keyboard and vocals.

A musical prelude will begin at
3:45 p.m. in the parish’s Saint
Joseph Church, located at 312
Davis St.

A dinner reception in the
Divine Mercy Parish Center will
follow the liturgical celebration.
Patrick Williams, Enthronement
Guild board president, will serve
as master of ceremonies.

The Enthronement of the
Sacred Heart apostolate enables
families and individuals to
consecrate their homes to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Homes
that are enthroned become an
extension of the Mass, whereby
faithful can follow up their
Eucharistic celebration in church
with prayerful devotion in their
own private settings.

For reservations or further
information on Enthronement of the
Sacred Heart, contact Maria Pappa,
coordinator of the Enthronement
Guild, at (570) 241-8172 or email:
sacredheartenthronement@yahoo.

S@B(;{'?ows

SPECIALIZING IN GROUP TOURS

*Per Person - Includes: Airfare, airport transportation,
taxes, hotel, guided tours, meals and more! Based on
double occupancy with payment by cash or check.

Presents

BUDAPENT

Vienna & Prague!

$ 453900 ALL INCLUSIVE!* 9 day/7 Night Tour

Oct. 23-31, 2025

@) AROUND THE WORLD TRAVEL @)

AUGUST 27 . PENNS PEAK
A Jersey Beach Boys show w/lunch & tour of Jim Thorpe $125pp

AUG. 28-29 . ATLANTIC CITY

Enjoy the end of summer at Resorts Casino,
receive $20 slot play & $25 food credit $219pp/dbl.

OCT. 12-19TH « NCL NEW ENGLAND & CANADA CRUISE
Includes all taxes, gratuities, drinks, specialty dining, wi-fi and
shore excursion credit $1,658pp

MAY 13 -23, 2026 - GREECE AND THE GREEK ISLANDS
Inc. a 7 night cruise of the Greek Islands on the Celestyal Journey.

Group leaders call for prices on your next group trip

For more info Call: (570) 383-0544 « Like us on fb

— COME & EXPERIENCE —

the Authentic Christmas Markets of Europe

* Magical Christmas Markets

ECEMBER 4-11, 2025 ¢ $3299pp/dbl. occ
ﬂighllghts. Innsbruck, Seefeld with Carriage Ride,

Salzburg, St Peter’s Restaurant, Linderhof Palace

.. Oberammergau, Munich and Christmas Markets |
5 nights Innsbruck - 1 night Munich
o Seats are limited and always sell out! o

For more information contact:

Marge

marge.mccauley@scullytravel.com

McCauley, Scully Travel
570-486-4231

T =S WS

Subscribe to The Catholic Light free E-Newsletter
Visit “MEDIA” at dioceseofscranton.org

STUCKER TOURS

458 - For a complete lis

Atlantic City Resorts Casino
Aug. 24 25-$225 $15 Slotplay
& $25 Food credit.

Oct. 26-28-$309/$20 Slotplay
& $50 Food credit.

June 8-11 & Sept. 14-17-$409
$30 Slotplay & $75 Food credit.

Resorts World Catskills Casino
July 27, Oct. 5
($25 Slot & $15 food credit) $63

Wind Creek Casino ¢ Aug. 30
($25 Slotplay) $58

Finger Lakes Luncheon Cruise
June 14 e Live music from the
Motown Disco era of the 60's &
70's plus cheese & wine tasting at
Magnus Ridge winery. « $224

Branson, MO ¢ June 21-29
6 fabulous shows incl. Showboat
Branson Belle, St. Louis Zoo,
Gateway Arch & Titanic Museum.
Nature Park Tram tour w/picnic

lunch, 12 meals & more. ¢ $2,049

Hidden Gems Of Ohio
July 12-15 e Tour of Castle Noel
Christmas Museum & Ohio State
Reformatory, an open-air safari
ride, show at Ohio Star Theater, 6
meals & more ¢ $998

Seneca Allegany Resort Casino
& High Stakes Bingo Overnight
a AAA Four Diamond Hotel
July 20-21 « $75 Slotplay
plus $20 food credit « $249

of tours - www.stuckertours.com
Dutch Apple Dinner Theater
“The Buddy Holly Story”
Sept. 6 ¢ Includes a buffet, visit to
Village Farm Mkt. « $199

Wildwood Crest, NJ ¢ Sept. 7-10
Oceanfront property, 6 meals incl.
a pizza party with a DJ. Visits to
Cape May & Atlantic City » $699

THE GREEN DRAGON
Farmers & Flea Market
Sept. 26, Over 100 local vendors,
great bargains, plus a unique
dining experience on an Amish
dairy farm « $149

Autumn in New England,
Vermont & New Hampshire
Sept. 28-0Oct. 2 » Luncheon cruise,
train ride, 9 meals & a reception
with cheese, beer & wine ¢ $1,299

“Noah’s Ark” Sight & Sound
Oct. 4 « Front Center Seats
plus a delicious Amish meal on an
Amish Dairy Farm « $219

Myrtle Beach, Savannah & Jekyll
Island, GA Oct. 11-19 e Plantation
tour, riverboat luncheon cruise,
visit to St. Augustine FL, lighthouse
and 3 narrated tram tours, 2 shows,
12 meals & much more ¢ $2369

Turning Stone Casino & Bingo
Overnight ¢ Great rebate package!
Nov. 16-17, $55 in casino play or

bingo plus $20 food « $299
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KEYSTONE ANTIQUES

WE BUY: Costume Jewelry — Coin Collections — Antiques & 01d Furniture
If you are settling an estate, or have any: Gold; Silver; Coins; Mining or RR items;

Dental Gold; 0ld Sewing Machines; Bookcases; B/R or D/R Furniture; 0ld Magazines,
Toys; Pocket Watches; Guns; Baseball Cards - ANYTHING OLD, please give us a call!

- We have been in the estate furniture business since 1972 -
(no other antique dealer in this valley has been in business longer) AND WE DO IT FULL TIME!

— 570-498-6068 —

Complete Estate Cleanout Service - Keystone Antiques, Paul L. Cico

We huy old Christmas & Halloween items,
as well as old toys, old advertising, military, mining &
railroad items, musical instruments, heer items, lamps
& clocks, sewing machines, watches, jewelry & more.

Baseball « Football « Basketball
& Non-Sports Cards

Call John at 570-430-6633 “%;:wg.‘

Advertise in

The Catholic Light
570-207-2229

Eileen-Manley@DioceseofScranton.org

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law
enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee
or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the matter to law
enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual

abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement.

It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese
is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of
the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which includes supporting victims
of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, information regarding
an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator,
Mary Beth Pacuska at (570) 862-7551.

Aviso al Respecto de Reportar el Abuso Sexual de Un Menor de Edad

WE BUY ANYTHING OLD!
(570-954-4023 + FREE APPRAISALS /

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES WANTEL

1 ITEM OR COMPLETE ESTATES

Post Cards Guns Sewing Es la norma de la Didcesis de Scranton reportar cualquier alegacion de abuso sexual de un menor

Books Sporting Items Machines de .e(.lad alas autor1dade§. Si usted es una VlCtlma. fle apuso sexual cometido por’ un s.acerdote, diacono,

Military Glassware Light rehglos.o 0 erppleado laico, o Volgntarlo de la Didcesis de Scranton, usted esta obligado a reportar el
. . asunto inmediatamente a las autoridades de la ley.

Mining Items Toys F 'Xtures Si algun sacerdote, didcono, religioso, empleado laico o voluntario de la Didcesis de Scranton tiene

Tools Clocks Magazines sospecha de que un menor de edad ha sido sujeto a cualquier forma de abuso, incluyendo abuso sexual

de menor de edad, el asunto sera reportado a las autoridades de la ley.

Es la norma de la Didcesis defender todas las regulaciones civiles y del estado. Al fin de que la
Dibcesis esté comprometida igualmente a defender las normas del Codigo de Derecho Candnico y
defender los principios de la Carta Para la Proteccion de Nifios y Jovenes (Conferencia de los Obispos
Catolicos de los Estados Unidos), lo cual incluye apoyar a las victimas de abuso sexual en pos del
bienestar emocional y espiritual.

Por eso, informacion respecto a una alegacion del asunto sexual de un menor de edad, debe ser
reportada a la Coordinadora Diocesana de Asistencia para Las Victimas, Mary Beth Pacuska, a (570)
862-7551.

570-430-2370

MCDADE - CHICHILLA APARTMENTS
230 Lackawanna Avenue, Olyphant, PA 18447

ACGEPTING APPLICATIONS

« 62 or older, handicapped or disabled
o Apartments designed for the mobility handicapped

Rent based on 30% of your income.
Includes all utilities except cable and telephone.

Telephone: (570) 489-4756 6

« CLOSE TO ALL AMENITIES «
JMJ CATHOLIC RADIO HAS MOVED

Classifieds

Classifieds

Classifieds

WANTED TO BUY WANTED TO BUY
Old books, postcards, cigarette lighters, KEYSTONE ANTIQUES - We Buy:
mining & railroad items, match box toys, all  Costume Jewelry; Coin Collections; Antiques

antiques & anything old. 570-430-2370. & Old Furniture. If you are settling an estate,
or have any: Gold; Silver; Coins; Mining or

EGUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

HAULING

JUNK REMOVAL

\ FROM 98 g FM TO 10 4 5 FM Seniox:tiizg: ::’nlc-i \I;(geRralr-mlfjissgounts. S,Féitzr:‘%%dpifm?y ? ?miﬁﬁc’cﬁ%ﬁf
' * PA license #112108. Insured please give us a call. We have been in the

j} The new station will reach over T WEDGCLEANGUTS.com  inguiiel & Naige Coneing st cieranigusscaosninsvaley pasheen
CA C 300,000 listeners! Insurances Accepted. 570-848-7272. business longer) andwe doitfulltime. Com-
DIO™™  jvy RADIO an EWTN Aflae plts st Clanut s foyson
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Parish Bazaar, Picnic & Festival Listing

Immaculate Conception
in Bastress — May 18.
Annual Spring Turkey & Ham
Dinner will be hosted from
noon to 6 p.m. at the parish,
5973 Jacks Hollow Road,
Bastress; dine-in and take-out
dinners available, featuring
turkey, ham, stuffing, mashed
potatoes, noodles, gravy,
corn, salad & homemade
bread. Cost: $13, adults; $6,
children (ages 4-12). Take-out
dinners are adult-portion only.
Other refreshments include
sandwiches, ice cream, french
fries, and soda.

Mary, Mother of God in
Scranton — June 13 & 14.
Parish “Block Party” will be
held Friday, from 6 to 11 p.m.,
and Saturday, 5 to 10 p.m., on
the grounds of Holy Rosary

Center, corner of Wayne &
West Market streets, North
Scranton. Event opens with
special salute to Veterans
ceremony on Friday at 6 p.m.
Live musical entertainment:
Friday, Picture Perfect, 7 to 11
p.m.; Saturday, Jim Cerminaro,
5 to 6 p.m., followed by The
Chatter, 6 to 10 p.m. Festival
includes picnic foods, beer
tent, wine & spirits, games,
and raffle drawings.

Divine Mercy in
Scranton — June 20-22.
Annual Parish Picnic held
Friday, Saturday & Sunday,
beginning each night at 5
p.m. on the parish church
grounds, 312 Davis St.,
Minooka section of Scranton.
Three-day summer festival
features homemade picnic

foods, beverages, live music,
specialty theme baskets, big
cash & quilt raffles, games and
activities for all ages.

Immaculate Heart of
Mary in Dushore — July 6,
from noon to 5 p.m. Annual
“Old Time Picnic” is tent-
covered on the grounds above
Saint Basil Church; featuring
light fare, ethnic foods
and various refreshments.
Attractions include games
for all ages, cash & whiskey
raffles, and bountiful theme
baskets. Shuttle service
provided to and from the
church parking lot. Knights of
Columbus chicken dinner (eat-
in or take-out) with homemade
side dishes and desserts,
precedes the picnic on Friday,
June 27, beginning at 11 a.m.

Apostleship of Prayer

Papal Intention for June 2025

For the World to Grow in Compassion —
Let us pray that each one of us might find consolation
in a personal relationship with Jesus, and from his Heart,
learn to have compassion on the world.

"“:::::::” .:j]|:Tf?lllllllllli;;;;ll'.l :::::::::::::: "‘=::::::::,)
INVESTMENTS
Helping to take the mystery out of your financial future

Nicholas J. Colarossi, CRC®

College Planning - Retirement Planning
www.njcinvestments.com = 570-586-5030

Securities offered through Leigh Baldwin & Co., LLC. Member FINRA/SIPC

MARTZ

S

CAPE

May 19-21 - Hotel - 5 Meals
Sunset Cruise -
$735-$1,050 based on occupancy

Tours

CAPE COD
May 12-26 - 5 Days/4 Nights
8 Meals/Admissions

$1,275-$1535 based on occupancy

I IcEnTer

BES}Am}
HUSEON

NATIONAL COMEDY CENTER

May 27-29 - Lake Chautauqua/Jamestown, NY
3 Days/2 Night - 4 Meals/Tours
$525-$775 based on occupancy

AT
MUSEDN

BEST OF
BROADWAY

Ghreat seats! fﬁ’&f%fﬂ/

DATES ON OUR WEBSITE
0000000000000V

Tuesday, May 20
Music of Simon &
Garfunkel - Lunch

TRIBUTE CONCERT LONGWOOD GARDENS FIDDLER on the ROOF
April 27 & June 19 Wednesday, May 7
Spring Blooms or Fountains  Dutch Apple, Lancaster
Dinner - Admission Dinner & Show
$205-$210 $145-$165

$145

Check www.MartzTours.com — Join our email list for tour specials! Call 570-361-9668 for more information.
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY WANTED

The Director of Youth Ministry at the Church of St. Luke’s in Stroudsburg is a
full-time position requiring 40 hours a week. The applicant should be willing to
build on the present youth program to integrate more fully youth participation
at the weekend Masses and develop a strong sense of belonging to the parish.
The existing programs for sporting events and practices should be honored and
enhanced. Further the Youth Minister (YM) should meet weekly with both the High
School youth and younger youth in well-developed programs. Youth ministry is
almost always done after school, in the evening, or on weekends. So, the YM needs
to be flexible with his/her schedule and be available when needed. The candidate
should be creative, energetic, cooperative, and dedicated to our Catholic faith.
The YM will be responsible for the Confirmation program for 8th grade students
but will have the support and help of parish staff and volunteers to accomplish
this task. Other staff-related responsibilities will be discussed at the interview. A
certificate in Youth Ministry or a willingness to acquire a certificate is preferred.

If interested, please call the parish office (570-421-9097) or email
pastor@churchofsaintluke.org to recieve a full job description.

Habemus Papam!

More info on Pope Leo XIV is

TRAVELW=RLD

GROUP TOURS & CRVUISES | EST.

5-DAY COLORADO ROCKIES DISCOVER ICELAND
& RAIL TOUR “NORTHERN LIGHTS TOUR”
SEPTEMBER 8-12, 2025 NOVEMBER 6-11, 2025

ey $1995 PP *

1975

10-Seats left

1 9 PP 6-DAY #1 BUCKET
LIST TRIP!!
“STAY AT THE HYATT PLACE GARDEN COMPLETE TOUR
OF THE GODS” INCLUDING
ALL TOURING, 3-TRAIN RIDES, AIRFARE!!!
VISIT PIKES PEAK! = ADVANGE NOTICE/
6-MEALS INCLUDING CHUCKWAGON DINNER! CALL TODAY!
COME SAIL AWAY WITH NORWEGIAN GETAWAY
COOPER’S SEAFOOD HOUSE | 7-NIGHT CANADA & NEW ENGLAND CRUISE

SEPTEMBER 28-0CTOBER 5, 2025
A cQOPER'S

T

rrom $1295 PP
(BALCONY)

SYMPHONY OF THE SEAS 7-DAY
BAHAMAS & PERFECT DAY CRUISE

SAIL FROM BAYONNE, NJ
BUS INCLUDED!

AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 7

$1 599 PP accony)

ENJOY THIS LATE SUMMER CRUISE SPECIAL

1-DAY SENECA 5-NIGHT SUMMER
LAKE WINE TASTING BERMUDA CRUISE SPECIAL
LUNCHEON CRUISE Sail Aboard Liberty
SUNDAY-OCTOBER 12TH of the Seas
$169 PP AUGUST 30-

Eiais SEPTEMBER 4
3-DAY BOSTON & SALEM oY =
“HAUNTED HAPPENINGS TllU" ==
0CIFER $599 PP

BUS, 2-NIGHTS HOTEL, 2-BREAKFASTS, BOSTON TOUR,
GHOST TOUR, HARBOR CRUISE & SALEM WITCH MUSEUM

www.askTRAVELWO

435 Green Ridge Street, Scranton, Pa18509

570-342-5790

ENJOY 2-DAYS IN BERMUDA,
SAIL FROM NJ/BUS INCLUDED!!!

LD.com Finauson (£)

601 Market Street, Kingston, Pa 18704

570-288-9311

Marian Devotion Rosary services begin 2025 Fatima Journey

Fostering prayerful devotion
to Jesus and the Blessed Virgin
Mary through recitation of the
Holy Rosary, Marian Devotion
Ministries in the Diocese of
Scranton announces its 2025
Fatima Journey, which began on
the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima
(May 13) and will continue
through October, the Month of
the Holy Rosary.

Upcoming Marian Devotion
gatherings are scheduled as
follows:

Rosary Evening of Marian
Devotion — May 19, at 6 p.m.
at the Oblates of Saint Joseph
Chapel, Route 315, Laflin.

Saturday Afternoon Rosary
Rally — May 24, at 1 p.m. on
the grounds of the Marian Prayer
Garden at Saint Lucy Church, West
Scranton.

Monday Evening of Marian
Devotion — June 9, from 6 to 7
p-m., hosted at Saint Mary of the
Lake Church, 1872 Dalton Road,
Lake Winola.

Saturday Noon Rosary
Rally — June 14, on the grounds
of the Lourdes Shrine at Saint
Anthony of Padua Church, Smith
St., Dunmore.

Monday Evening Marian
Rosary Devotion — June 16,
at 6 p.m. at the Oblates of Saint
Joseph Chapel, Route 315,
Laflin.

For information, contact
Ernie Pappa at (570) 241-
8171, or email: singtomary(@
aol.com.

Prayer Requests for Priests serving the Scranton Diocese

May 15, Father Daniel
Toomey; May 16, Father Rawel
Toppo; May 17, Father Sudhir
Toppo; May 18, Father Peter
Tran; May 19, Monsignor David
Tressler; May 20, Father Jeffrey
Tudgay, J.V., V.E.; May 21, Father
John Turi; May 22, Father Anthony
Urban; May 23, Father Brian Van
Fossen; May 24, Monsignor Neil
Van Loon; May 25, Father Shinu
Vazhakkoottathil John; May 26,
Father Joseph Verespy; May 27,
Father John Victoria; May 28,
Saint Peter Priestly Fraternity

Joseph P. Elston V.F, Pastor
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Pittston
St. Joseph Marello Parish, Pittston

From $1199 PP/DBL

Sail from Bayonne, NJ
Bus Included to Pier!

Father Matthew Vierno; May 29,
Father James Walsh; May 30,
Passionist Father Mark Ward;
May 31, Monsignor William
Ward; June 1, Pope Leo XIV; June
2, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera;
June 3, Monsignor Christopher
Washington; June 4, Father Seth
Wasnock; June 5, Father Donald
Williams; June 6, Father Bryan
Wright; June 7, Holy Cross Father
Michael Wurtz; June 8, Father Paul
Yeboah; June 9, Father Michael
Zipay; June 10, Father Joseph
Adonizio; June 11, Saint Peter

Priestly Fraternity Father Zachary
Akers; June 12, Father Patrick
Albert; June 13, Father John
Albosta; June 14, Father James
Alco; June 15, Father Andrew
Amankwaa; June 16, Father
Michael Amo Gyau; June 17,
Father William Asinari; June
18, Father Thomas Augustine;
June 19, Monsignor Thomas
Banick; June 20, Father Richard
Beck; June 21, Monsignor John
Bendik; June 22, Monsignor John
Bergamo; June 23, Father Eric
Bergman.

435 Green Ridge Street
Scranton, Pa. 18509

570-342-5790

PLEASE CALLFORA COLOR BROCHURE WITH MORE INFORMATION
TRAVEIWR.DRITL

www.asktravelworld.com

601 Market Street
Kingston, Pa. 18704

570-288-9311
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Catholic Happenings Around the Diocese

Monthly Meeting of the Lay
Carmelites — MAY 17, hosted
by Our Lady of the Mountains
Lay Carmelite Community on
the third Saturday of each month;
gatherings are held from 9 to 11
a.m. at the Oblates of St. Joseph
seminary/chapel, 1880 Highway
315, Laflin. For more information,
contact Chris at (570) 239-8094.

Eucharistic Miracles
Exhibition — MAY 17 & 18,
hosted by Epiphany Parish, 304
S. Elmer Ave., Sayre; offered in
conjunction with the National
Eucharistic Revival, the public
display will be available for
viewing on Saturday, 8:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m., and Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m., in the church hall. The
exhibit, featuring more than 90

poster panels, is a presentation
of principal, Vatican-approved
Eucharistic miracle events
documented by the Catholic
Church throughout the centuries.

Drive-Thru Potato Pancake
Fest— MAY 17 & 18, sponsored
by the Men’s Club of Exaltation of
the Holy Cross Parish, 420 Main
Road, Hanover Township; held on
the parish grounds Saturday and
Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. (vehicles
may enter drive-thru from the Sans
Souci Highway). Cost: six potato
pancakes for $10. Cash raffle
drawing with $25,000 in prizes
held Sunday at 5:30 p.m. For more
information, call (570) 823-6242
or visit www.exhc.org.

“Spring Fling” Flea Market
— MAY 17 & 18, hosted at St.

Catholic Social Services
cordially invites you to

A Night Under the Stars

An enchanting evening of elegance, music, and
community.

Friday, May 30th, 2025
5:45 PM-10:00 PM
Venue-Surprise location
Black & White Semi-Formal Attire
Tickets: $50 per person
BYOB

Entertainment provided by the sensational Six Shots
Guests are invited to bring their own creative tablescape
Surprise Venue to be revealed two hours prior to the
event.

Join us for a night to remember—where every star shines
brighter with you there.

Call 570-455-1521 or email
dmatarella@cssdioceseofscranton.org

All proceeds benefit the mission and programs of Catholic Social
Services.

Please be advised that your attendance at Catholic Social Services’ “A Night Under the Stars” event is
contingent upon and constitutes acceptance of a Waiver and Release of Liability Agreement, holding
Catholic Social Services and the secret, yet-to-be-named venue owner and company harmless from any
and all liability. A more complete Waiver and Release of Liability/Hold Harmless Agreement will be
provided at the time of the venue identification on the evening of the event.

John Bosco Parish Center, 573
State Route 93, Sugarloaf; held
Saturday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., &
Sunday (Box Day), 1 to 3 p.m.
Featuring a large variety of flea
market items; hot breakfast &
lunch available on Saturday. Event
includes tricky trays & cash raffle
drawings.

St. Joseph Fraternity of
Third Order Secular Franciscans
— MAY 18, Lay Franciscan
Canonical Order meets on the
third Sunday of each month;
meetings hosted from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Oblates of St. Joseph
Seminary/Chapel, 1880 Highway
315, Laflin. All interested men and
women and visitors are welcome.
For more information, contact
Michele at (570) 807-7996.

Designer Bag Bingo —
MAY 18, sponsored by the St.
Catherine of Siena Parish Altar
& Rosary Society in Moscow;
hosted at the parish hall, 220
Church St., Moscow. Doors open

Continued on Page 30

Make sure your loved one’s memory is never for

This is an insurance solicitation. A licensed insurance agent/
producer may contact you.

Let me help you with your insurance needs.

Show you care for
what matters most by

planning for your future.

I can help you prepare with
life insurance, long-term care
insurance, and supplemental
health insurance.

Call today!

Alycia Rodriguez

Field Manager - Insurance Sales Represen
direct: 570-846-2609

cell: 570-687-8813
alycia.rodriguez@bankerslife.com

Medicare Supplement insurance plans are underwritten by Washington National Insurance
Company (except in New York). All other insurance policies outside of New York are
underwritten by Bankers Life and Casualty Company. WASHINGTON NATIONAL, BANKERS
LIFE AND THEIR LICENSED AGENTS ARE NOT CONNECTED WITH OR ENDORSED BY THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT OR THE FEDERAL MEDICARE PROGRAM.

Bankers Life is the marketing brand of Bankers Life and Casualty Company, Medicare
Supplement insurance policies sold by Washington National Insurance Company, and
select policies sold in New York are underwritten by Bankers Conseco Life Insurance
Company (BCLIC). BCLIC is authorized to sell insurance in New York.

Underwritten by Bankers Life and Casualty Company
Administrative Office: Chicago, IL

BankersLife.com

© 2022 Bankers Life
(10/22) 192857

155856

D>
BANKERSLIFE®

- = ==&~ - - = = ~PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR A DISCOUNT- = = = = = ==&~

|.IWIII!] Memories Monument Gare, |.|.l:

Memorial Day is fast approachmg'

=970-575-1184 -

otten!
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LAMONICA

CARLO A. LAMONICA
—ATTORNEY AT LAW

« Probate & Estate Administration
« Estate Planning

o Powers of Attorney

o Advance Health Care Directives
« Estate & Inheritance Taxes

« Veterans Disability Claims

Continued from Page 29

12:30 p.m.; bingo games begin
1:30 p.m. Cost: $25, in advance;
$30, at door. Admission includes
20 regular games; additional
games available for $5 each or
4/$15. Event also features sale of
homemade foods, beverages, cash
& basket raffle tickets. Admission
tickets available at parish office;
for more information, including
event sponsorship, call Mary (570)
842-4561.

Charismatic Renewal
Regional Prayer Meeting —
MAY 19, sponsored by the

Prepare for your Future, Protect Your Family.
Schedule your FREE CONSULTATION today!

« (570) 751-1571 »

www.LaMonicalLawFirm.com

(] Who makes house calls?

As of October 2015, | will now meet clients either at their home, or at a
location they choose and no longer require clients to meet at my office.
| have decided that | would change the way | meet with people so it will
be as easy and as convenient as possible for the client.

Based on my practice, which consists of estate planning and
administration along with elder law, | find that clients are more
comfortable discussing such matters in familiar surroundings.

While | know this may seem unconventional to some, | believe

I will be able to serve clients much better in this fashion.

If anyone is uncomfortable with home visits, | have a few locations
where | can meet in an office setting. | look forward to meeting with my
existing clients and especially meeting new clients that are looking for
Qny assistance in estate or elder law matters.

Elder Law

e Guardianships
¢ Asset Protection Planning
¢ Medicaid Application Assistance

Estate Administration
Probate :
Settle all estate matters and distribute inheritances.

Inheritance Tax :
Utilize all discounts and proper deductions.
Meet all requirements and deadlines.

Michael
J. Bendick

* Powers of Attorney ¢ Living Wills ¢ Wills
¢ Trusts Guardianships ¢ Asset Protection Planning

¢ Medicaid Application Assistance Attorney At Law
Estate Planning (570) 901 -1254
www.bendicklaw.com

Located in Shavertown
(Covering Luzerne, Lackawanna,
& Wyoming Counties)

* Powers of Attorney ¢ Living Wills
e Wills  Trusts Guardianships

Scranton Diocesan Catholic
Charismatic Renewal; begins
at 7:30 p.m. in the social hall at
Queen of the Apostles Parish,
715 Hawthorne St., Avoca. Guest
witness presented by Marianne
Guarnieri, director of discipleship
in the Diocesan Office for Parish
Life; also includes praise, music,
teaching, and prayer ministry.
Attendees may provide their own
refreshments for fellowship time;
coffee & water provided. Food
pantry donations will be accepted
to support the local food bank.
Tuesday Novena Devotion
to Saint Anthony of Padua —
MAY 20-JUNE 19, hosted by
Our Lady of Hope Parish, 40 Park
Ave., Wilkes-Barre; weekly Saint
Anthony Novena devotions held
on Tuesday evenings, beginning
at 5:30 p.m. in the parish church.
Novena theme: “The Mystery of

Catholic Happenings Around the Diocese

Suffering & The Saints.” Novena
services include blessing with the
Saint Anthony relic. All faithful are
welcome; for more information,
call (570) 824-7832.

Mental Health Workshop:
“Eating Disorders & Our
Catholic Faith— MAY 22, hosted
at Divine Mercy Parish, 312 Davis
St., Minooka, Scranton, beginning
at 6:30 p.m.; event sponsored
by the NEPA Chapter of Mental
Health Ministers and the Mental
Health Ministry of Divine Mercy
Parish. Guest presenter: Dr. Megan
Heeder, of The University of
Scranton; workshop offers insight
into the Catholic tradition of
understanding eating disorders and
providing practical tools to those
who struggle with them. Time
will be allowed for questions and
conversation; all are welcome.

Continued on Next Page

¢ Location: Marywood University

Open to rising sophomores through
graduating seniors in high school

¢ Adventure, Prayer, Dynamic Talks, Mass,
Adoration, and Outdoor Activities

Learn about vocations, better discern where
God is calling you, and chat with religious
sisters, priests, & Bishop Bambera

Cost is $25.

¥ &
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JUNE 16TH VO CATIONS §<.

Diocese of Scranton
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Catholic Happenings Around the Diocese

Parish Flea Market — MAY
29-31, hosted by St. John the
Evangelist Parish, 35 William St.,
Pittston; held in the Monsignor
Bendik Pastoral Center (former
Seton Catholic auditorium).
Market hours: Thursday & Friday,
5 to 8 p.m.; Saturday (Bag Sale),
9 a.m. to noon. Center entrance
on Church Street; area parking
available.

Take-Out Pasta Dinner —
JUNE 1, sponsored by Prince
of Peace Parish in Old Forge;
held from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Take-Away Kitchen at Arcaro &
Genell’s restaurant, Main Ave.,
Old Forge. Cost: $15 per dinner,
includes penne pasta/meatballs,
salad, roll & dessert. For tickets,
contact the parish rectory (570)
457-5900; tickets also sold at all
weekend Masses.

Orpheus Choral Society
Concert — JUNE 1, hosted by

St. John the Evangelist Parish in
Pittston; concert performance by
the Orpheus Choral Society of
Northeastern PA begins at 3 p.m.
in St. John Church, 35 William
St., Pittston. Orpheus is under the
direction of Gabriel Jenceleski,
with piano accompaniment by
Susan Lauer; program will include
choral arrangements of many
beloved selections. Free-will
offering accepted.

Fourth Annual Deacon CIiff
Memorial Golf Outing — JUNE
9, annual golf tournament honors
late businessman and Permanent
Deacon CIliff Jorgenson;
Tournament hosted at Lords Valley
Country Club (Hemlock Farms).
Outing begins with 7:30 a.m.
registration/continental breakfast
and 9 a.m. shotgun start (scramble
format); followed by tournament
prizes and buffet awards dinner.
Cost: $150 per golfer. For more

information/registration and
sponsorship opportunities, contact
Jack Boyle at (908) 451-1206 or
Jackb18337@gmail.com.

Parish Cash Bingo— JUNE
29, sponsored by St. John the
Evangelist Parish, 35 William
St., Pittston; games party hosted
from 1 to 4 p.m. in the Monsignor
Bendik Pastoral Center Auditorium
(entrance on Church Street). Doors
open at noon; admission fee:
$25, includes 20 regular games.
Special games cost $5 each. Event
includes raffle & cash drawings,
door prizes, and food sales; prizes
value more than $4,000. Those
attending with a new PA Lottery
scratch-off ticket ($5 or more)
eligible for special drawing. For
ticket information, contact the
parish office at (570) 654-0053.

Summer Youth Music Camp:
“Weeklong Treasure Hunt” —
JULY 28-AUG. 1, hosted by Gate

MAYLATH

P.O. Box 103
750 State Route 93
Sybertsville, Pa. 18251

www.maylathhealth.com

570-708-2929  phone
570-708-1010  fax
1-877-751-0080 toll free

info@maylathhealth.com email

(,;rValle

“ Health

: Systems inc.
Outpatient Therapy

Skilled Nursing
Nursing Aides

Social Work

Pastoral Care
Registered Dietary
Physical Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Speech Therapy

ASANENENENENENEN

‘ C.HA.P. Accredited

Training Provided in:
CPR, First Aid and AED

Outpatient Therapy in
Two Locations:
Sybertsville and The Laurels, Hazleton

A Different
Kind of Lawyer

Real Estate
Living Wills

QUO VADIS DAYS

HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP

Location: Marywood University

¢ Open to rising sophomores through
graduating seniors in high school

¢ Adventure, Prayer, Dynamic Talks, Mass,
Adoration, and Outdoor Activities

e Learn about vocations, better discern where

God is calling you, & chat with priests,

seminarians, and Bishop Bambera

Cost is $25.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JUNE 16TH

Diocese of Scranton

2.
VOCATIONS#

of Heaven Parish, 40 Machell
Ave., Dallas; music camp for
children held daily throughout
the week from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m., concluding with a Youth
Liturgy on Sunday, Aug. 3. Camp
is open to youth singers ages 8 to
15. For registration, contact the
parish office at (570) 675-2121,
or parishoffice.goh@goholv.org.

Estate Planning & Administration
Municipal Law

JONATHAN A.JR3: 05828528

Attorney at Law

279 Pierce Street, Kingston
570.287.1156

6 Year Fixed Annuity
6 Year Term

5.00%

$5000 Minimum
Tax Deferred
Surrender Charge (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%,
Yr4-3%, Yr5-2%, Yr6-1%)
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1

FIRST
CATHOLIC
=’ SLOVAK
«rorRGop UNION

& NATION”

LOOKING FOR A CD ALTERNATIVE?

Yr3-4%

Park 2 Annuity
2 Year Term

4.50%

$1000 Minimum
Tax Deferred
Surrender Charges (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%)
10% Free Withdrawal per Year
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1, 12012010

Plans provide full withdrawl at the end of the stated term.

Rates are subject to change. Annuity contracts issued by First Catholic
Slovak Union, a fraternal benefit society founded in Cleveland, OH in
1890. Not available in all states. Not FDIC or NCUSIF Insured.

Michael J. Ricci, CRPC

P.O. Box 100, Olyphant, PA 18447
800-324-2890
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STREAM fundraiser fuels creativity

Continued from Page 18

“Making the website
and generating it was really
exciting and fun to do with my
classmates,” Miller said.

While all the students in
their group brainstormed ideas to
tackle, Miller gave credit to Mason
Williams for developing the overall
‘HandiMaps’ idea.

After deciding on wanting
to help individuals who rely on
wheelchairs, the group then needed
to research what businesses and
locations in their community were
handicap accessible and create
an overall website and several
interactive maps.

“We wanted to make it the
best we could to help,” Williams
added. “It could get bigger and
bigger. We can make it throughout
bigger areas and help people know
the places they can go.”

Another team that took home
an award was ‘Team F.Red’ from

Saint Mary of Mount Carmel
School in Dunmore.

Five seventh graders — Tim
Polishan, Patrick Burke, Jaxon
Urban, Michael Lalli, and Quinn
Kelly —created a food redistribution
app to cut down on food waste.

“We just brainstormed a lot
and thought out all of our ideas,”
Polishan said.

“The first idea we had was
about food and how much food
was wasted so we wanted to build
on that idea,” Burke added.

Kelly said being recognized as
atop team meant a lot to their group.

“We put in a lot of work for this.
It took a lot of time,” he explained.

The students are hopeful the
app they created could help connect
local stores with food pantries to
provide fresh produce for the needy.

“That would be cool if it was
turned into a real thing,” Lalli said.

“I’m hoping it becomes a real
thing,” Urban added.

BENNINGTON AND SON

CHURCH SPECIALISTS INC.

INTERIOR
+ Plastering

+ Painting
+ Stencil Work
+ Gold Leafing

PO Box 845 « Scranton, Pa 18501
570-342-8878 ¢ Fax 570-344-0541
www.benningtonandson.com
e-mail: bennington90@verizon.net

+ Refinishing of Woodwork and Pews

+ Professional Wall Washing

+ Marbleizing

+ Stained Glass Work
(Restoration and New)

Providing chuwrch restoration

ewsices Jor 75 yean.

EXTERIOR ey

+ Steeple Work i
(Restoration and New) |

+ Painting

+ High Pressure Cleaning
+ Masonry Restoration
+ Water Proofing/ Caulkmg
+ Roofing and Flashing
+ Metal Fabrication i
+ Fiberglass Work i

The Catholic Light

MAILING LABEL - Please be sure to enclose this label with any address changes
and mail to The Catholic Light, 330 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA 18503

TWe were at mother’s house all the time, and yet she would con-
tinue to call, asking why we didn't visit. It wasn't until mother
went to live at St. Mary’s Villa Assisted Living that | under stood.

We were with her often, but to my mother it was never a visit.We
did her laundry, prepared her meals, managed her medications
and planned doctors’ appointments-but we never just visited.
Now we can, and | haven't seen my mother as happy in a long
time.

+ Chapel « Ice Cream Parlor « Salon « Movie Theater « Courtyard
+ Fitness Room « Outdoor Garden . Library « Private Lounges

From our Family to Yours —
/ St.Mary’sVilla

Happy Mothers Day! * 22

WANTED WWII
TARY SOUVENIRS

www.StMarysVilla.com
Paying CA S on the spot

for U.S./German/Japanese:

Medals, Uniforms, Helmets, Hats, Armbands, Flags,
Daggers, Swords, Bayonets, Knives, Pistols, Rifles,
Equipment, Pictures, Letters, Currency, Coins, etc...

Contact Sam at (570) 814-8287

Please leave a message if I'm unavailable.

MILI

(I am a private collector not a dealer and would be honored to purchase
your military souvenirs to display in my collection.)

32
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