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Catholic Ministries Appeal 2024 
launches this weekend in parishes:  

Will you answer 'Our Call to Serve?' 
 

 

In a time when communities are more interconnected than ever, the 
Diocese of Scranton is calling upon its faithful to unite in a transformative 
effort to support essential Catholic ministries across northeastern and 
north central Pennsylvania. 
 

The 2024 Catholic Ministries Appeal (Diocesan Annual Appeal) is now 
underway and comes with a pressing need for donations, vital to 



sustaining and expanding the life-changing work carried out by the 
Church. 
 

This year’s Appeal, under the theme ‘Our Call to Service,’ emphasizes the 
profound impact that every contribution can make. The Diocese of 
Scranton relies on the generosity of its parishioners to fund essential 
programs and services that touch tens of thousands of lives and no one 
parish can do on its own. 
 

“In the Gospel of John, Jesus, the Good Shepherd, reminds us that He 
came so that we may have life, and have it more abundantly,” Most Rev. 
Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, said. “These are challenging 
economic times and there are many people in need who are relying on the 
Church of Scranton.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

Click Here to Donate Now to the 2024 Catholic Ministries Appeal  
 

 

 

 

 

Rising need for food pantries highlights 
urgent call for support 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoXk5OqLYXh9zdBR0wv4-Kr3yiJn6RgbO_MwuNJUjkmP4sbK_ijgrA7nfokI1-ImElReE513ILOA-ys-r3Ar61FnrDfP19F07-UupoYp3IZZO18jzP9cecOIeiS0usD6h02kk88mfnZBrOcbI8f2zrocGW9bUezQBhdV3BHMVahqB5O0oDigzfyPN0xq-DZAFNyERYYUc1YgEwJQTtfPYf-_Fa9tksK-qJfSzdANvrsWE2n6ArI6n65P0XXeVG5vLbhXSUunVPiC0f7btyFkfOTgA==&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmNXg6gOoolpxQrlB6faIWs3kw9rBUyuNy5CsCohsX0iub0MU0UC-lGl42pLSFs7SaRPAzMWchARKXaJIh9Er7-Ne9zT4CUMPHea42R6OAX7hOwP3eBZM2RLaTAhh1LJmdb2oJKVzqlm7NQA1oSM1CHLd068tsmdy8g==&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==


 

 

Across northeastern Pennsylvania, there are countless individuals who 
face the daily challenge of putting food on the table. 
 

The crisis is one that many in our community may not fully realize. 
 

Around the beginning of the year, Nancy Craig became one of the people 
needing assistance and turned to Saint Joseph Food Pantry in Hazleton 
for a helping hand. 
 

“They care about you. They care about your needs. They care about what 
your family needs,” Craig said. 
 

Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of Scranton operates Saint Joseph 
Food Pantry. Craig was so impressed by the pantry operations that she is 
now volunteering her time to help others who are struggling. 
 

Pointing to the rising cost of gas and groceries, she is shocked to see the 
rising number of people needing assistance. 
 

“There is not one person that I have seen yet come through these doors 
that is just looking for handouts,” Craig explained. “It is a need.” 

 



Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

Appeal donations help fuel faith 
formation efforts by supporting vital 

parish programs 

 

As the Catholic Ministries Appeal launches its crucial fundraising 
campaign this month, the spotlight is shining on the parish-based faith 
formation programs it supports. 
 

In the 2024-2025 grant cycle, a total of $111,369.80 was distributed to 43 
parishes. This funding directly assists with faith formation initiatives that 
aim to promote life-long discipleship; invite and welcome home Catholics 
and non-Catholics into a parish; provide spiritual support to families, 
singles, youth and young adults; and can be used to update technology 
and media to grow faith formation events. 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoX65JUzEdlDlkUEdji-VSqYfQ91FVe8hp_kIvtZlT8AIgqc3jmTjvmYkJSMnVGocrOvGRdgLqkIR0XvKyJYOJfBKGQZS2wGruTr1IADHJEYnYICNb2fUBANZ8EqLj071MPlGzZkv-ELJ64aadMVe-T2kVcot2UVf12TY50TnXVthtA01iDaKucw-49ZjtMy-zx-4KJxSc-HXmecVMOA4oks-hpswnfQrDRXHOOgenH9ZGglz8-Lcur5Q==&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==


 

Saint John the Evangelist Parish in Pittston has used faith formation grant 
money to help its children dive deeper into their faith through fun and 
interactive programs like Vacation Bible School. 
 

In July, the parish joined together with two others – Saint Joseph Marello 
in Pittston and Saint Maria Goretti in Laflin – to hold a regional event. 
 

“Most of our students are in the same school district, so they already know 
each other,” Tommy Flynn, Director of Religious Education at Saint John 
the Evangelist Parish, said. “We thought it was a great opportunity for 
them to intermingle, to have fun, and for us also to have a really big, fun 
week for them.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

Mass for Suicide Healing & Remembrance 
underscores significance of mental health 

ministry in the Catholic Church 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoXYemBT3gxtefhnhVQazwItoj2sUz4up85SJklS2OqiBxYxy0b0UgIrE1_WSlWzkkafnBIHfhgcJcqCTn7RlB8nQQ_qjRp21AEOIrLkHqXYqm_CmG-6NLrMyLVEWDrv8YpBUcWXfn7vjflBdAr7MXfq9rsp73ytho-e8kE37MKyJceR9brfWETgQdXg7l9L4GT_SBvuTaEZEGAWbWmlqSpnHrM7uSvqADaahANlDxWZUGfZjIJ2M-LK29gOvGrwMtspaVR_UDgm9mphY4_7Ock6g==&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==


 

On Sept. 15, 2024, faithful from across the Diocese of Scranton gathered at 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton to celebrate the annual Mass for 
Suicide Healing and Remembrance.  
 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, served as principal 
celebrant and homilist for the Mass. 
 

The Mass served not only as an opportunity for prayer, but also was a way 
for many parishes that have mental health ministry programs to showcase 
their important work.  
 

Click on the link above or below to watch a short video from CTV: Catholic 
Television of the Diocese of Scranton, which includes highlights from the 
Mass and interviews with those engaged in this very important ministry 
within the Church. 

Click Here to Watch a Short Video from CTV: Catholic Television 
Regarding the Importance of Mental Health Ministry  

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoXKP5BAyHK917QPGpvFX2JZOl9gcXYhX3rrYBAVlHdFMjZOyHDJ-jYAU-b1LXm4w34qupISNmjgoD7V4lpo-0HI5ZUTuNZJBFj-1J52dbxReLJhHX96FaUTagNxnYvO6NRSV2TnjgTOHVMK_IhPlbATUILxuITyvWbWFBHvs7EZ31pdnHdN55vtQ==&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoXKP5BAyHK917QPGpvFX2JZOl9gcXYhX3rrYBAVlHdFMjZOyHDJ-jYAU-b1LXm4w34qupISNmjgoD7V4lpo-0HI5ZUTuNZJBFj-1J52dbxReLJhHX96FaUTagNxnYvO6NRSV2TnjgTOHVMK_IhPlbATUILxuITyvWbWFBHvs7EZ31pdnHdN55vtQ==&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoXrw97Iiqs2T4jGw0fSn_pJgW3hND7VuoKKgjDnHolQvewuCbzGmdFeUHoywGAHRo7Y3naXn4hbMLad05TCQ_YLvvlaNhimdQ7&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==


Vatican sees spiritual value of Medjugorje, 
doesn't judge it supernatural 

 

With some prudence, Catholics can benefit spiritually from the messages 
and spiritual practices associated with the alleged apparitions of Mary in 
Medjugorje, Bosnia-Herzegovina, said the Vatican Dicastery for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. 
 

“This does not imply a declaration of the supernatural character of the 
phenomenon,” nor does it mean that the tens of thousands of alleged 
messages from Mary published by the supposed “seers” are authentic, the 
dicastery said in a long “Note About the Spiritual Experience Connected 
with Medjugorje,” released Sept. 19. 
 

With the approval of Pope Francis, the dicastery did, however, recognize 
“the abundant and widespread fruits, which are so beautiful and positive,” 
associated with devotion to Mary, Queen of Peace, and with pilgrimages to 
Medjugorje. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoXm2T4edBb60NZwLKS_RY9XPI6No3UsTfbjunFrYbmq-wxosP_64CNn5aZd0V8kD0jbElGlaCz0Xd1WpYz6GrOK1AhZAX-LxlzpUVGG9s4S6PY6k-fkDbtYEShwY8vDD_sNBEeMDQ6JuOjszSiKRNotbYOwlGwYl8Gx-DvvZ2kPUnCNuIFsqt1d73wNz1Ht01xPzUKWAa2FJ5iVADbWkZmWmvAsE4Y7v0XQ9k3Z792P0o0cvqmqynrsjQAEoKBSIF2&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==


Report: Americans less polarized on faith, 

politics than generally thought 
 

 

 

A new report identifies what researchers call “three big myths” about faith 
and politics in the U.S., concluding that the nation is less polarized around 
such issues than popularly believed — and that faith leaders are key to 
healing division in American society. 
 

The findings were shared Sept. 17 by More in Common, a nonpartisan 
research and civic nonprofit based in New York, in a 140-page report titled 
“Promising Revelations: Undoing the False Impressions of America’s 
Faithful.” 
 

The study drew on data collected from a representative sample of over 
6,000 U.S. citizens polled at various intervals during the period 
September 2023 through August 2024. More in Common teamed up with 
polling companies YouGov and ROI Rocket for several rounds of surveys 
and focus groups, while also conducting online research, social media 
analysis and conversations with faith and community leaders. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoXEp7fGKE3J0LK1wWFbs6H6a_O1ze2QPbdmQI3eKCNbfaUmQ2Ix0qiUtmjvJCWmhtwU2oiGS-h08KmtGy3k941ZMIrt2dg2UxD1SaD6b48Z0TlC8-t1qIIaF8XLtOwwgBCIgCwBad6Q-5akdRnlgV1d8oawbqoLWcJrugqSYp6GLH15Di3vyZnyDHtdVtiL94-unEiaXhC5YBuo-rbX2a2DknuwHLQCwdK-9tF5rXaJcRSQ0XGO9xwWMD-2HarZGw2&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==


 

 

 

Bishop Bambera announces new clergy appointments 
 

 

On Sept. 10, 2024, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, announced a new set of 
clergy appointments. 
 

Please click the link below to see the clergy appointments announced on 
Sept. 10, 2024. 

Click Here to See the Sept. 10, 2024 Clergy Appointments  
 

 

 

 

 

Encountering, following Jesus changes everything, 

Pope Francis says 
 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoXk9pcbKIMg-s3vP8PsB9whxwcwB-K56OeO6YXSaBM22p7Vt9aDFiJdH1O_riYgvz6TQV3K3dxQNkl9Ldhxwmw0xZR0HKiEujYF0br4eIaOv7Vhr4l-ALtDDXdK7J5fHXO0eSPWTKWesIOTKTNk39vxwHJlycpjngBFGRCe6ru2nA4hmOSWMcQB5GNiNs2Z469Ulu4fCWdznfFcCdE0UWjgZI9OnULpbQF&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==


 

 

It is not enough to know about Jesus, one must encounter him, be 
changed by his Gospel and follow him, Pope Francis said. 
 

“I can know many things about Jesus, but if I have not encountered him, I 
still do not know who Jesus is,” the pope told visitors and pilgrims who 
joined him in St. Peter’s Square Sept. 15 for the midday recitation of the 
Angelus prayer. 
 

“It takes this life-changing encounter; it changes one’s way of being, one’s 
way of thinking, it changes the relationships you have with your brothers 
and sisters, your willingness to accept and forgive, it changes the choices 
you make in life,” he said. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

Second Synod session to open with  
penitential liturgy 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoXSyHInbYSHuiuBpourX66ErHOGnss5Zs6D3DV0szDHdfp71-gWWwfN7dnoAOHjr-T3lJ86kevCr5tjJrjTWH7fpymQ0Uqsi53K-xojb1vnpnrcTtrQngLdQnv1Xe-mZdfcKg6Kbb87PBworqQdq-ENhoa2jxyJPNWHoEdot7BQpF_7krto50u41-3ojoxKp6OaZMP-jsxksYAoCsbDghalBCOq-oLG3OFnSgSe4f2X5R59UUrV1PPyA==&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==


 

The second session of the Synod of Bishops on synodality, set to bring 368 
bishops, priests, religious and laypeople to the Vatican, will begin by 
asking forgiveness for various sins on behalf of all the baptized. 
 

As synod members did before last year’s session, they will spend two days 
on retreat before beginning work; that period of reflection will conclude 
Oct. 1 with a penitential liturgy presided over by Pope Francis in St. Peter’s 
Basilica, the Vatican announced. 
 

The liturgy will include time to listen to the testimonies of three people: 
one who suffered from the sin of abuse, one from the sin of war and third 
from the sin of indifference to the plight of migrants, according to a 
Vatican statement announcing the liturgy. 
 

Afterward, “the confession of a number of sins will take place,” said the 
statement, released Sept. 16. “The aim is not to denounce the sin of others, 
but to acknowledge oneself as a member of those who, by omission or 
action, become the cause of suffering and responsible for the evil inflicted 
on the innocent and defenseless.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmKlQd89ZODoXo3SBCkUNSpWJJcLxaxSZGeiKHi2YThP-IO62ZEPrl--acQIylNo8KNE1MmW9GWKHaN_RSafdMK6Wh7bbSTNQN5YLpq9DkUe6BfV3CTevU29X_glMUFoUqP3jOnN-CppPX6Bg6OUOk7dZy1imZ164xBLaLUsWpVTVf6IXvpn_sWFtldrSiy4kxD8j0yRFfg7Zhb1mk8wq7smy1G1zJzXKaOMyx3iuFl__c4zFRv5xv1o=&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==


 

 

 

 

 

  

Follow us on Social Media...  
 

         
 

Diocese of Scranton 

300 Wyoming Avenue,  
Scranton, PA 18503-1279 

(570) 207-2238 
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http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmHb_NyJRFmJ55-PRtp8sAThzd5J9rUk2lYrq31n4muqifW1_PMJEvzB1SN7SRKHDDImBymfiFvqwUv-qN-yfJG8ZVQhJl3s5xwtu9NOyJChb9LlV4F6_mFssQlM6yX-Azw==&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmP1MeEN05vYW_12UAN3aqhEvro5IYr5RXdvmd7KxNuM1aRUiJyD_yAxe6WSAvOo-ikvfModqIKJ5Jri6wdV8IPAC84kdBRizgipcmhMXPnUw&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmHmGGLN4-4m-RnYVsjODsZ3VRCRHek-DVwgYH-OQsvwOafGjrAhkW_-ciizz0GRNMSRTxdfc1GbBmiaUqbJQJhUzK68TjZ2VPTt4BFuWq4aQZkE_HiAC1_2J8aDOq9am7g==&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dVg9ezFaClA2uirX2BXDOegoKL3UBRspIgVxn6gHNNzgpa3xV6dOmHmGGLN4-4m-1gJCRMYbdvTbXDA9G4OXRhnlKDgqCW8mW0WeJeTs-2eGGm6nQXtHdFDRr2zva68qu5KMt8spF-LetjdRFgkWwOKBByx7PLu_Qz7H-9B2v2Q=&c=0Db8mjwE0iyId4os6icL-HTasS2__z6Ee8eTHhNkizuf-jE6N7OkkA==&ch=NVtl04zhE1f2jz287kSrQ64rMhu6AaJ5I9bUmuKyljfxfDwQkC4uSg==

