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Catholic School Surge: Diocesan schools 
see largest enrollment increase in years 

 



 

As the new school year begins, there are many new faces filling the 
classrooms and hallways of the 19 Catholic schools in the Diocese of 
Scranton. 
 

For the first time in more than seven years, enrollment has topped more 
than 4,500 students. As of Sept. 5, enrollment was at 4,565 students, a 
significant surge of nearly 150 more students compared to last year. 
 

This robust increase underscores a renewed and enthusiastic embrace of 
Catholic values and academic excellence. 
 

“While we are always focused on the spiritual, academic, and personal 
growth of our students, it is amazing to celebrate the growth of our 
enrollment too,” Kristen Donohue, Diocesan Secretary of 



Education/Superintendent, said. “As always, we are honored to provide a 
safe, nurturing, and welcoming Catholic school environment to our new 
and returning families.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Hispanic Heritage Mass to be celebrated 
on Oct. 12 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ4vf_ycY5CT0VAZ5knUCsufxP_iS0Ou5TKjX3cyU2prscnTew8iL_J9NThoah5sE6wgixYUeg_1hiogJb9YHFmG0wHLRi2A-wr6YsZNem07R374jl5plx6IVd0LXClOKFoitEQGmHQMqsGtnsulvaCP_3NkAcni-nEyvlgkjTUjQZDvyu-Q6GundwfonNp45mg8LEE7cdbfRTZT55-Ayac3ZmaU4rahhr5OJHh3mguJb6EWyqFVSh12GD61_Bg5-WO4vaQUf_5lVMNRP0L13Zck=&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==


 

 

As part of National Hispanic Heritage Month, the Diocese of Scranton will 
celebrate its 4th Annual Hispanic Heritage Mass on Saturday, Oct. 12, 
2024, at noon. 
 



National Hispanic Heritage Month begins on Sept. 15 and runs through 
Oct. 15 each year. It celebrates the histories, cultures, and contributions of 
those who come from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South 
America. 
 

The theme for 2024 is “Pioneers of Change: Shaping the Future Together.” 
 

The Diocese of Scranton’s annual Hispanic Heritage Mass is being 
organized by 13 parishes who represent 15 different nationalities and is a 
collaborative effort which integrates the piety and devotions unique to the 
many cultures that comprise our Hispanic Community. 
 

This year’s celebration will focus on the Eucharist and its unifying power, 
as well as display the faith and culture of our vibrant Hispanic 
Community. 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

Bishop Bambera calls eight men to 
Candidacy for Permanent Diaconate 

 

Eight faith-filled men will take a step toward ordination as permanent 
deacons for the Diocese of Scranton during a Mass on Sept. 28, 2024, at 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. 
 

The Mass, which will be celebrated at 10:00 a.m. by the Most Rev. Joseph 
C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will include the Rite of Candidacy. 
 

During the Rite of Candidacy, Bishop Bambera will accept the men to 
formally enter the diaconate formation process as Candidates. Over the 
next four years, these men will receive spiritual, theological and pastoral 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ4vf_ycY5CT0qbrTqBj3hottt1FKjWTrfnO3tQtyf_R0SzEoM_GNP1_cgfDMCfwqD2xe2qq52lpBq1dAGheu6T2J8d_-C3A2V-Tf_mo963MzGXFPlBMFtVsm_G5NPKlHg1vqxfD7muCfzlvFA1wY4Om6I6-JtMJ8kRcVtYIGvsg27TOvNzuIvq5bvLgWKnykd0GwdSEh9srn_4VNGTnvtW7RQ2S75xWL5p6CXcdHjbb1&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==


formation, and upon completion, will be called to ordination as 
permanent deacons. 
 

The Rite of Candidacy is the first official recognition of the positive signs 
of a man’s vocation to the permanent diaconate. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

Speakers announced for PA March for Life 
in Harrisburg on Sept. 23 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ4vf_ycY5CT03dAvAN95FQlhGE85p5Kx8Q26_nlSBa_9vugcd1Q5Az2FXGIYKDEnm2h4u8ohuUdFddMrPuZKndZIb5DrhKmqS6-_329zP-6A7Q98l_3O12BeYAf3WKh-Di0Q4ak-oj7k26qemZrwWURYm5EFnxi1L6nWeXbbHwEzDcumHBwnJQqb1_D0r9pp3IuBFKpWru91mTpgnZptn6nKEuSCxmp_31FHNYS7apNy-wPuBZMDsJiHkG0wM2_wKcCXGVNBGwS7&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==


 

With less than two weeks until the Pennsylvania March for Life, 
organizers have released information on who will be speaking at the event. 
 

On Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, thousands of pro-life advocates are expected 
to visit the Pennsylvania Capitol Complex to serve as a voice for life. The 
Pennsylvania March for Life is a public event and registration is not 
required. 



 

Prior to attendees walking around the State Capitol beginning at noon, 
there is a rally which begins at 11:00 a.m. Toni McFadden, a pro-life 
advocate, will serve as the emcee. 
 

Dr. Barry Whitworth, executive director, Baptist Resource Network, will 
give the opening prayer and Archbishop Nelson Perez of the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia will give the closing prayer. 
 

Speakers during the rally will include Mark Houck, pro-life activist and 
co-founder and president of the King’s Men; Michael Geer, president of 
Pennsylvania Family Institute; Jeanne Mancini, president of March for 
Life Education and Defense Fund; Dr. Eric Hussar, Pennsylvania State 
Director of the American Academy of Medical Ethics; Wendy Burpee, 
executive director of Genesis Women’s Clinic; along with several state 
legislative leaders. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

Pennsylvanians for Human Life hold 'Pro-Life 
Rally' outside Bradford County Courthouse 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ4vf_ycY5CT053H906GrIelKqbt45Stah6YnFuGH3ClWNmG2o9b5hmfyR5iOm6csSOpTSlybSX-QVfhNr0O3tLGnw_6rtpX6P-7z_XtbnTPY74r1RKtFmL2XbSuNSR0_BqFtI_w1hV85Z8rLmNcNqHu5bzL92sC-ZJPzSvqjoJ9RF8UoIiwcb-Cqur7fgZJN03EgU6npx2uSaF2pYzgANHVDoyx0MYnMsAwJOg8zGbfrSSYj2tWGMPo=&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==


 

 Several dozen people took to the steps of the Bradford County Courthouse 
Sept. 8 to advocate for the unborn and highlight the significance of 
preserving human life. 
 

The annual ‘Pro Life Rally’ sponsored by the Bradford County 
Pennsylvanians for Human Life marked a significant milestone this year – 
20 years of working to foster a culture that prioritizes the sanctity of life. 
 

“The original idea came out of our parish, Saint Mary’s in Wyalusing. We 
had a pro-life committee and we started talking about how could we reach 
out a little more so that it was more than just our parish. We networked 
with some of the folks in Towanda and drew in more people,” chairman 
Mike Kilmer explained. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ4vf_ycY5CT0nV_lovt9CnUOe52T8KisdunHQF-6qTQhJl21w4gAm7F4I_QTdoCf8qsNrT1xJeXdi6jcQVVRX4604gZLZjEcCgh_xpmOAYvE9vItvKfkAGTSQz_AHu5E84lOV0XzS0-XlgK7clPpeOmvsCZq5cTG5GqpewFAyta-4oZWm39fsQUyxo9QmaRDawasCn6rUJ_XXUnlxfeTlctz3iYZkwYhpQo2eVKhZKUzjN8JDHnOMQXzyHkZHYrxFiV8hLEgwMJgpvgO-C0WLQ77G-nq7A3aetVzDbJ6Wxmk&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==


Nearly 1,000 college students gather for 'Mass of 

the Holy Spirit' at The University of Scranton 
 

 

 

Nearly one thousand students, faculty and staff from The University of 
Scranton gathered at the Byron Recreation Complex last week to 
participate in the school’s annual Mass of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Mass, celebrated on Sept. 5, 2024, is a tradition among Jesuit 
academic institutions dating back to the 16th century, in which the 
community gathers to thank God for the gifts of creation and salvation 
and to seek the guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit in the coming 
year. 
 

“As we begin this academic year, we are entering into it realizing that we 
can’t do this alone,” Father Joseph G. Marina, S.J., President of The 
University of Scranton, said. “We rely on the power of God’s help and 
grace, and we invoke that through the Holy Spirit at this Mass.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ4vf_ycY5CT0BNIrzErSa__JTnQxRnHHvl4ffno8m_M_7SM-4_d6vhmFlOzIRBlcVNn1mRtEYNtoRlWrnoBZbK6vr7F4iFEXMs2UmTI_6NWl30np11uVnWrwmTsGAucvbmRqjEMSb3sFKG3uzUhnU6CVLmvi9WDIVnqYXFofsFE6YRBXYVYYPR2Dumq2wzgJBiL21Ss2oDtDxkXdZ4GZ-LjGa-_T6C_rMbL5iexnRNSsDCbwA2WOff8qMljkAd8ksTLe_-S2g2IL05jkys-y-1vYaQyBPP5pop25rhzuMPzI&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==


Statement of the Diocese of Scranton regarding the 

removal from ministry of Father John Ruth 
 

 

On Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, the Diocese of Scranton released a statement 
regarding the removal from ministry of Father John Ruth. 
 

To read the full statement, please click on the link below. 

Click Here to Read the Full Statement from the Diocese of Scranton  
 

 

 

 

 

In wealthy Singapore, Pope Francis urges care of the 

poor and migrants 
 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ4vf_ycY5CT04ZRmRXSAGDf83DMxf1IB0VT5xYZihwqfLfj7HiOXqSJa6RsfPpQm425-UIZ5T2l6b8i2_LAcVRJ9ZPtKBfnRnfzsJqKpDNFkqnk_KvffDqdynMZSJ3V_7v2n5RXF3VL4Wb7KRd4DbpoM59Ta8EWjP-AjTp7Nr-dCPBCWM5aIBZiZtkc7G9q0zqvgCPLQ4BHrtzgmR4z1JKMEx64dyvWFd0iJVvXPycZUOMacVrBSmVtllKOYBF0PoTV6OaOzBpncdrWqxinxXw0_Hyv5Uswoi_fREYUJnWTn&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==


 

 

Pope Francis praised Singapore and its citizens for their hard work and 
ingenuity, but he urged them to be mindful of the poor and of the migrant 
workers who do much of the hard labor. 
 

“I hope that special attention will be paid to the poor and the elderly — 
whose labors have laid the foundations for the Singapore we see today — 
as well as to protecting the dignity of migrant workers,” the pope told 
government and civic leaders Sept. 12. “These workers contribute a great 
deal to society and should be guaranteed a fair wage.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

International Eucharistic Congress begins in 
Ecuador with call to fraternity 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ4vf_ycY5CT0p2bl9s_aTiUdgvdseCNtji8fjoER8adCUuWUsMOQVHlMYrWxfm3xNQy8Sfms2ycdvhfM5-lP128chH7ZKWG2HxGyX1hz4x4lZ5PtBDsNaJxzYWyE0jwWm_gkcBSCxtHle0qS5nOTFejZ4ImmVzu1uNT4j-6Y2pXTPC7q4rEE9_JCj93SHYE2T3Gd9kMYiYN4_xOuVry-BPpzerHjTaRD0pcM4MW67E45FEGxdOUjKgdRaApVWP_7Qw==&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==


 

The 53rd edition of the International Eucharistic Congress began Sept. 8 
in Quito, Ecuador, with a strong call to build fraternity as a way of healing 
the wounds of a world full of fractures and violence. 
 

The opening celebration included a message sent by Pope Francis, in 
which he emphasized that “we’re one and only in such unity we can serve 
the world and heal it.” 
 

The encounter, which will conclude Sept. 15, was planned to promote — in 
line with the Eucharistic invitation — human brotherhood, despite many 
divides, under the theme “Fraternity to Heal the World.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

 

Montoursville parish to hold parish 
festival this weekend 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ4vf_ycY5CT0qw8ka5ahVVIJzNJa9oUI3VFbglUmZZnyYLE8eeIB6pD0f7QZTZB7MYTRvt8E8RFb-2YBLBfoOHWmtYzBHe3IyxRkE-3R1qSa9W3JjrCTkjEArE3Wwb8Y4sh3QnN-oZaDqHd0_3zks0qQp2Mlaf8s2430w5PyEsgd-uUJ4nqfEGk4sfEu5q5h33nJTSnAXSuySvAYCfDY-YihY9I4vT8nJFH-JTe2ShZLhpBUFCpKRbfblN8DPEUpnYqKOEXoz924BeUR_QkChvQ=&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==


 

Click Here to See the List of Parishes Holding Festivals and Picnics in 
September  

 

 

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ03ebTXpu73bJ8MjwnqMnQ5Z3MyU5S0u_TTKT0crTLgKMLFVDOGE2-ce7gZ9bunj8rUDtXUYe8uAsW6ujKXunI8LU_2tx5GuYXGIgSmtroiukorm7xLwv_xYgvDJmTfEPapiDaWuGWzNcRdbyY_RpOx8-42xQ9T4MWfGEpPyys5rgL-_1-2495At_koOte8rGmc_-dUORVZlVx5VVirBwMtH2Pzmv6JzUg==&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a8PWUM3YiNHX0Rg0Jblh_HWgjPw8BfVoIShlHFS7gDFWGBX1By5MQ03ebTXpu73bJ8MjwnqMnQ5Z3MyU5S0u_TTKT0crTLgKMLFVDOGE2-ce7gZ9bunj8rUDtXUYe8uAsW6ujKXunI8LU_2tx5GuYXGIgSmtroiukorm7xLwv_xYgvDJmTfEPapiDaWuGWzNcRdbyY_RpOx8-42xQ9T4MWfGEpPyys5rgL-_1-2495At_koOte8rGmc_-dUORVZlVx5VVirBwMtH2Pzmv6JzUg==&c=8-d7flXioSrJZr0IT-TewtKJhEXoD9wp3B7BKoJdJ4ElTk8fojf74w==&ch=5fKsbo2VQGvQPue0qOEV4fUmcigEssLfQHOZsSnnLEqrQM0CQudvOg==


  

Follow us on Social Media...  
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