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Biggest weekend of the summer for parish
festivals arrives as nine communities
prepare for 'grand’' celebrations

The biggest weekend of the summer festival season is now upon us - as
nine different parishes throughout the Diocese of Scranton will be hosting
events in the coming days.




Among the parishes preparing to welcome big crowds are:

« Saint John the Evangelist Parish, Pittston
Most Precious Blood Parish, Hazleton
Saints Anthony & Rocco Parish, Dunmore
Saint Jude Parish, Mountain Top
Saint Matthew Parish, East Stroudsburg
Saint Elizabeth Parish, Bear Creek
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Throop
Saint Boniface & Saint Lawrence Parishes, Williamsport/S.
Williamsport

 Prince of Peace Parish, Old Forge

To learn more about the times, attractions, music and foods planned at

each parish, please click the link below.

Click Here to See the Full Listing of 2024 Parish Summer Picnics,
Festivals and Bazaars that have been submitted to The Catholic Light

'Freedom' was focus of Catholic
Charismatic Renewal conference which
drew hundreds to Scranton



https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AAdyOeTEcVk9sHkT__73tl6wGLhvLgXhiIg7hEP9EA0qYnlGwxu2MeOVY73Bh5GQDeGww9VmDQ5VFxs8vo6GLew_-1zJ-J1E0GWAmk-89kV0CqjHUN2LI2uehNgL1SRoXlivQPha4LCjptU8GE8CTBhQ6YWI9C105Vr7ioQletnKmLe6sbMT-Yw8mFrdoksaYkMH99Vq2cLhndcqEQvGaRqIyczM9JaLWvZOBhNs_mYecXCmdeP-WX3iMBnqmoKd8g66KM-Y10_Og0flKy6srg==&c=rD9wHOwL8h_oLk5saRqWvItUH1hhqEy59ClLiMvGx0vwOoO5ogcs-w==&ch=3Csp93W5heNFNBKkWTpoCW_a5Fys_8EVEzW1whfpUZgdsNPffSIfFA==
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Hundreds of people from around the country visited The University of
Scranton on the first weekend of August for the annual Catholic
Charismatic Renewal conference.

"The Renewal is simply Catholics who love the Lord Jesus as Lord of our
lives and we believe that the Holy Spirit is still active in our lives every day
and He still moves and He still works and He still speaks to us in different
ways than we might hear at Mass or other liturgies," Karen McLain,
Coordinator of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal of the Diocese of
Scranton.

Music is a big highlight of the Charismatic Conference - but it also
featured many opportunities for worship, teaching and prayer.

"We often sing and stand and clap and raise our hands," McLain said.

This year's theme was "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Freedom"
(2 Cor 3:17).



https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AAdyOeTEcVk9sHkT__73tl6wGLhvLgXhiIg7hEP9EA0qYnlGwxu2Mfx-JxFYxuHXnTBb90-2dvY-deW0rFguWzhxw4ChpE0iJ0sEfDAVeTb4k28bHK3GcHzzavBixafHxbvoKipDTe7fapaP463sqlh6ZFWEZd2a&c=rD9wHOwL8h_oLk5saRqWvItUH1hhqEy59ClLiMvGx0vwOoO5ogcs-w==&ch=3Csp93W5heNFNBKkWTpoCW_a5Fys_8EVEzW1whfpUZgdsNPffSIfFA==

"I love the community that is here. I love the opportunity to worship and
praise the Lord with everybody that is here," Roni Buczynski, parishioner
of Saint Paul VI Parish in Connecticut, said.

Click the thumbnail above to watch a video from CTV: Catholic Television
about this year's conference.

Click Here to Watch a Video from CTV: Catholic Television from the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Conference

Genesis Mission workshops kick off
in Lycoming County

o

The Diocesan Office for Parish Life kicked off its first Genesis Mission
session on Thursday, Aug. 8, at Saint Lawrence Parish in South
Williamsport.
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International Co-Founders Father Jon Bielawski and Michele Thompson
were in Lycoming County to lead workshops to teaching the faithful how
to confidently evangelize in their everyday lives.

Pastors and parishioners from a number of parishes attended Thursday's
session, including, but not limited to, Saint Ann Parish, Williamsport;
Saint Boniface Parish, Williamsport, Saint Joseph the Worker Parish,
Williamsport; and Saint Peter Parish in Wellsboro.

Two more Genesis Workshop sessions are scheduled to take place on
Friday, Aug. 9, and Saturday, Aug. 10, at the Diocesan Pastoral Center in
Scranton.

Following these workshops, participants will have the opportunity to
continue the Genesis Mission journey through a 6-week course of study
that will equip them to use this practical down-to-earth approach.

Pope appoints Rhode Island Bishop to
succeed Cardinal O'Malley as Boston
archbishop




Ending months of speculation about the future leadership of the
Archdiocese of Boston, Pope Francis has accepted the resignation of
Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley and appointed Bishop Richard G. Henning of
Providence, Rhode Island, to succeed him as the archdiocese’s 10th bishop
and seventh archbishop.

The resignation and appointment were publicized in Washington Aug. 5
by Cardinal Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the United States.

According to the archdiocese, Archbishop Henning, 59, will be installed
Oct. 31. Cardinal O’Malley remains archbishop of Boston until that date.

According to rules set by St. Paul VI, all bishops must submit their
resignation to the pope at age 75, which the pope is free to accept or defer




as he chooses. However, because the same rules dictate that cardinals lose
their appointments in Vatican dicasteries and may not participate in the
conclave to elect the next pope once they turn 80, it is typically expected
that the pope will accept the resignation of active cardinals at or around
that age.

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor

In times of trial know that nothing is
impossible for God, Pope Francis says

Each Christian and the whole Catholic Church must hold fast to the
promise that “nothing is impossible for God,” especially when facing
difficulties, Pope Francis said.

Resuming his weekly general audiences Aug. 7 after a six-week summer
break, the pope returned to his series of audience talks about the role of
the Holy Spirit in the life of the church.

“Without the Holy Spirit, the church cannot keep moving, the church
doesn’t grow, the church cannot preach,” he told pilgrims and visitors



https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AAdyOeTEcVk9sHkT__73tl6wGLhvLgXhiIg7hEP9EA0qYnlGwxu2Mfx-JxFYxuHXJlH3eRO0bmvjdN-xzznDtIbWYCPQDlatKFugZFCQEsdTto07RL6OUihJ0kN-mOVx9hOE9m8VyrB6jfmcHN0EfIF-sjA0ysjh_xaYaIg7KqExdZMubNiPrS3sZrM3EMW8Sq4v1x3RDiFWRdyEVIp_o2PCrGRVRC162bS7z2LL1rZhntomJYgJA4w_GjyDHfvjfSKsMvtcY_Cqyoxo0G16op6BrvvkXLl_GDrmgA8PS0AKXINqyctPXgbzQXy00HN0TDk3t7nl2e2nxX6uVI2Tbw==&c=rD9wHOwL8h_oLk5saRqWvItUH1hhqEy59ClLiMvGx0vwOoO5ogcs-w==&ch=3Csp93W5heNFNBKkWTpoCW_a5Fys_8EVEzW1whfpUZgdsNPffSIfFA==

sheltered from the summer heat in the air-conditioned Paul VI Audience
Hall.

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service

Report claims U.S. abortions on the rise since
Dobbs, driven by telehealth services

In the wake of the Supreme Court’s 2022 Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization decision, the number of abortions in the United
States have increased, even as some states implemented near-total bans
on the procedure, according to a report by #WeCount, a research project
by the Society of Family Planning, a group that supports legal abortion.
Pro-life activists who spoke with OSV News expressed concern about the
report — and the trends it observed.

According to the latest quarterly #WeCount report, the national monthly
total of abortions of unborn children exceeded 100,000 in January 2024,
the first time that threshold was observed in the report. The report has
collected data since April 2022, two months prior to the Dobbs decision,



https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AAdyOeTEcVk9sHkT__73tl6wGLhvLgXhiIg7hEP9EA0qYnlGwxu2Mfx-JxFYxuHXGr1RoMGhYGNVVWga7rXbtMix2kajMwa5UMjYq016y_laveo--yUxl7DN03rJpvhCOYxYW39zLrs91nGw_jMQijrBQjNzotKyLOvpRwYay1Q2UYy0ososUh4Vk2f6z_C-hZ8dyjfqP4UzBX-rfKSEtYfM2xU629Qa4PNDZsSmriL0qkHSTgVeXGg9AxiImVAZ4lF0Uvrg5mWnArmQf81jFMeB85h1bZQNMmAmcELQue2VKG-p2JY7FluU8B-Qc-SN&c=rD9wHOwL8h_oLk5saRqWvItUH1hhqEy59ClLiMvGx0vwOoO5ogcs-w==&ch=3Csp93W5heNFNBKkWTpoCW_a5Fys_8EVEzW1whfpUZgdsNPffSIfFA==

which saw the Supreme Court overturn its jurisprudence holding abortion
to be a constitutional right since Roe v. Wade (1973).

According to #WeCount, between 94,670 and 102,350 abortions occurred
monthly from January-March 2024, with a monthly average of 98,990.

Vatican says it was 'saddened’' by
Olympics' Opening Ceremony

More than a week after the opening ceremony of the Paris Olympic
Games, the Vatican joined people who complained that a segment of the
show featuring drag performers offended Christians.



https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AAdyOeTEcVk9sHkT__73tl6wGLhvLgXhiIg7hEP9EA0qYnlGwxu2Mfx-JxFYxuHXF8RwIQCoAVr1zDST3Xstdr1GPlZucQUsPUtgWfHCQffztM1R6uQCJcdM6rdPM5sLMAcE9UMSqKcnbYIo_YpqlnmpOfAwm5IK30jXAdlJxTHbpoLG0FQqay3azBma_06y7i0-ZAXgzziMtbq9AcEIFgYmvj6Wj-WFLpIr7pDhyksF6b27MuuT9PtfIK-igibFhKT_cVQoHTN5MadpWqFYfhFF31EZpGvOPESVi73UKjgsU6yh8sYzcG6JlYViCP4B_DcSbEWZBn0=&c=rD9wHOwL8h_oLk5saRqWvItUH1hhqEy59ClLiMvGx0vwOoO5ogcs-w==&ch=3Csp93W5heNFNBKkWTpoCW_a5Fys_8EVEzW1whfpUZgdsNPffSIfFA==

“The Holy See was saddened by certain scenes in the opening ceremony of
the Olympics in Paris and can only join the voices that have been raised in
recent days to deplore the offense caused to many Christians and believers
of other religions,” said the statement published by the Vatican press
office late Aug. 3.

The Vatican statement did not specifically identify the July 26
performance, which featured drag performers, including one wearing a
crown, seated at a table in a scene that reminded many people of
Leonardo da Vinci’s famous painting of the Last Supper.

“In a prestigious event where the whole world gathers around common

values, there should be no allusions that ridicule the religious convictions
of many people,” the Vatican statement said.

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service

American Olympic medalists in Paris known
for leaning on faith
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https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AAdyOeTEcVk9sHkT__73tl6wGLhvLgXhiIg7hEP9EA0qYnlGwxu2Mfx-JxFYxuHX1C_z-qKLFujgdq-y3Lslzs7VyMA2ZjaNRGznJuBjDd6QSTD3Dq390rU5BprSU1XUZm5UqSNoMxmvACpCkCO2oZ6MPu--abVpM1K_6R7GX5aBkp4xeGzLMrEbL4uw_qpZ61PZUe-WnR-RcvPuKdlfSV1CIQtKXExAsNvbmQhI46H_DWqi6GqTnPbiLH4WN1KxMIUD4mMm6zTssZBMdUOuiBytjc5m2gN47SXiVCDI7S7lt3lKeXZpUw==&c=rD9wHOwL8h_oLk5saRqWvItUH1hhqEy59ClLiMvGx0vwOoO5ogcs-w==&ch=3Csp93W5heNFNBKkWTpoCW_a5Fys_8EVEzW1whfpUZgdsNPffSIfFA==

Among American Olympians achieving a spot on the podium in Paris are
Catholics who have expressed their dependence on faith over the years as
they’ve pursued excellence in their athletic pursuits.

Swimmer Katie Ledecky is outspoken about how her Catholic faith guides
her life.

On Aug. 3, Ledecky became the most decorated American female gold
medalist in any sport as well as one of only two women from any nation, in
any sport, to win nine gold medals. It was her fourth consecutive Olympic
gold medal in the 800 freestyle. She has 14 medals total. Just two days
earlier she won her 13th Olympic medal — in itself historic. She took silver
in the 4x200-meter freestyle relay.

After the 2021 Olympic games in Tokyo, the Catholic school graduate told
the Catholic Standard, the Archdiocese of Washington’s newspaper, that
she prayed the Hail Mary before each race to calm her nerves, just as she
had during the 2012 and 2016 Olympics.

“My faith remains very important in my life, especially the last two years,”
Ledecky told the Catholic Standard in 2021. She noted that watching
livestreamed Mass, celebrated by her godfather Jesuit Father Jim Shea at
a parish in Charlotte, North Carolina, helped her through the pandemic.

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor

Retired FBI agent, clergy abuse
survivor and social workers
appointed to Bishops' National
Review Board

B UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF

4
W CATHOLIC BISHOPS



https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AAdyOeTEcVk9sHkT__73tl6wGLhvLgXhiIg7hEP9EA0qYnlGwxu2Mfx-JxFYxuHXvtqdPr12EGm1hYelpPj6V6hUFjIf308qCnaYEo80F8-4bxNdgjEGfQjeVGfpZvIfMNrfxXpfKu6dWlBH3mQvI9fwWh9UR9KgVgLjOQci9GOEGEBfCq4Vc5fjoLeHuoJCuGAOCR2Uj10E_IPhYAi1hb6x7g3d6MdXWA226WljiIvJrKw8sNQ2cFWMkC449bFB&c=rD9wHOwL8h_oLk5saRqWvItUH1hhqEy59ClLiMvGx0vwOoO5ogcs-w==&ch=3Csp93W5heNFNBKkWTpoCW_a5Fys_8EVEzW1whfpUZgdsNPffSIfFA==

A retired FBI agent will head up the U.S. bishops’ consultative safe
environment body, while a clergy abuse survivor, a nursing professor and
two clinical social workers are also among the board’s Aug. 1
appointments.

Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the U.S. Archdiocese for the Military
Services, and president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has
appointed James Bogner as the next chair of the National Review Board. A
former high-level FBI special agent with more than 35 years of law
enforcement experience, Bogner succeeds outgoing chair Suzanne Healy,
who recently completed her four-year term, having led the board since
2020.

Three new members have also been appointed to the board: Paulette
Adams, a tenured professor emeritus at the University of Louisville School
of Nursing; independent business owner Scott Surette, a survivor of
clerical abuse; and retired clinical social worker Barbara Thorp of the

Archdiocese of Boston.

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor

Follow us on Social Media...
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