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Bishop tours Tioga County flood damage; 
celebrates first Mass in Westfield since 

disaster 
 

 



 



 

It has now been nearly two weeks since flash flooding ravaged the 
communities of Westfield and Knoxville in far northwestern Tioga County 
on August 9, 2024.  
 

Unbelievable damage was left behind when the fast-moving waters 
receded.  
 

“Here in Westfield was almost the epicenter of the damage. A tremendous 
number of homes have been lost. We had one life lost in Knoxville, a 
friend of mine, and as of today he has not been found yet. He was washed 
away by the storm helping some elderly neighbors of his get out of their 
home,” Ralph Wolstenholme, a parishioner of Saint Catherine of Siena 
Church in Westfield, explained.  
 

In the wake of homes literally being washed off their foundation, the 
community has not lost hope.  
 

Neighbors have been rallying around one another to begin picking up the 
pieces. 



Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Parishes respond with prayer, outreach 
amid historic northeast floods 

 

 

Catholics in Connecticut are working to help those impacted by what one 
lawmaker described as “historic, unprecedented flooding” Aug. 18-19 that 
took two lives and forced hundreds to flee for safety. 
 

The southwestern part of the state was deluged by 6-10 inches of rainfall 
in as many hours Aug. 18, with more rain pummeling the region the 
following day.  
 

A volunteer staffer at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in Oxford told OSV 
News that while the church buildings were intact, “a lot of people here” in 
the parish “did get hit” by the flooding. 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o8atM54_pGTdEAyINbfC9LvhXux50McexqCXiZ9Q3VOVuW5CuRWKf64-uoNNYTU_So1vB6-xJs2wxKUwa7HVnSQGjkgTLf6OecMeE8PYq6iqDT7uKDwbS7jsxk-zEPR_KY71MtQIeG2n7Eyzk4dHvKvA4aBvTNW5Lnq7Jswm9NII-FggQQJUyn-MKlCYWqm_Fphq1M21NTfcptbTZxMR3oBE8kl8OEoAkPnsRjKtY47vkkCWnYXztyozOjcqj--eaDwYdMS_SClhN8FvRBUCLVYpCNVN0gY6nA==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o8atM54_pGTd4KcC6c3t1ZueGXa-yYLl5iKRToodKsLZQAQWMbgathcv7DoKcyQj-rHMY_eCkwj2L5xyYsvV3Ra9r3n0DrGcVXKEVDjE0RywOc37hRNFBVnElQJAVNH67cf7y0YxlhoIE6cW8OqFKHB_KpmuaJazGwHs9YzNQMVX0T5cXJ3_dN_vwmekCZxTWVp7fkMh4uSn&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==


 

 

White Haven parish celebrates 150th 
anniversary 

 

 

 

August 18, 2024, was a date that will forever be recorded in the history of 
Saint Patrick Parish in White Haven. 
 

The parish community in Luzerne County gathered on that date to 
celebrate its 150th anniversary at a special Mass at 10:15 a.m.  
 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, served as principal 
celebrant and homilist for the Anniversary Mass. 
 

To watch a short video from the Anniversary Mass, including interviews 
with several parishioners talking about their faith community, click on the 
thumbnail above or the link below. 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o8atM54_pGTdzDPsINYOoBZgTyxxRpwavTs8N0DxB6JnRKU9z048qG0nmXWtQLXC3bJTNiu8vYBHcWg53MX4ckp7ZrOHrblVoWX-vzkgzB63WMtbMCVfDVJwM1xIXqyGd1GU3YT9s2k9Nr3q-NCUDZXm7CPySaP-0Q==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==


Click Here to Watch a Video from Catholic Television from the 150th 
Anniversary Mass at Saint Patrick Parish in White Haven  

 

 

 

 

Ezra 10:4 Men's Discernment Retreat 
planned for October 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o8atM54_pGTdzDPsINYOoBZgTyxxRpwavTs8N0DxB6JnRKU9z048qG0nmXWtQLXC3bJTNiu8vYBHcWg53MX4ckp7ZrOHrblVoWX-vzkgzB63WMtbMCVfDVJwM1xIXqyGd1GU3YT9s2k9Nr3q-NCUDZXm7CPySaP-0Q==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o8atM54_pGTdzDPsINYOoBZgTyxxRpwavTs8N0DxB6JnRKU9z048qG0nmXWtQLXC3bJTNiu8vYBHcWg53MX4ckp7ZrOHrblVoWX-vzkgzB63WMtbMCVfDVJwM1xIXqyGd1GU3YT9s2k9Nr3q-NCUDZXm7CPySaP-0Q==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==


 

The Diocesan Vocations Office is hosting its annual Men’s Discernment 
Retreat, Ezra 10:4, October 11-12 at Holy Family Spiritual Renewal Center 
in Nanticoke.  
 



Ezra 10:4 is open to adult men who are interested in learning more about 
discerning the vocation to priesthood. The Vocations Office began 2024 
with Ezra 10:4 as its guiding Scripture passage for the year. The verse 
states, “Arise! For this matter is your responsibility, but we will be with 
you; be courageous and act.”  
  
For a man discerning the call to priesthood, fear, anxiety, and doubt can 
quiet the Lord’s voice and cause him to instead focus on the distractions of 
busy schedules and monotonous routines. With these distractions comes 
the false assumption that one can discern his vocation alone without the 
help of trusted spiritual advisors or the support of others who are 
discerning the same vocation. 

Click Here for More Information on the Men's Discernment Retreat  
 

 

 

Eucharist satisfies hunger for hope, truth, 
salvation, Pope Francis says 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o8atM54_pGTdbVV7kwyd2nhbgM00TX_aIvRkOaePNUm8-Givved8lv_zi3m7M_6bjGel8CY9l6laiwFiT9QNniMg3j21vJbP84DIwvvgWgn5LoJ8GnlsmVOr1ge0YCBt47wGBzAPTFcfQXc-z2aNy8xBCO6ynn6s0HfyyvKlQI4MeEAhlSKtopctCPVIido_yqbbj8IfgGFtZpj8zwX8uf0qpSsSA8wvLQ==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==


When receiving the Eucharist, Catholics should respond with gratitude 
and awe that Jesus offers himself as nourishment and salvation, Pope 
Francis said. 
 

Jesus “becomes true food and true drink,” the pope said. “Thank you, Lord 
Jesus! Let’s say, ‘Thank you, thank you’ with all our heart,” he told visitors 
and pilgrims who joined him in St. Peter’s Square Aug. 18 for the midday 
recitation of the Angelus prayer. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

New USCCB Secretariat will advocate for 'just 
policies' that 'promote human dignity' 

 

Jill Rauh, the executive director of a newly created secretariat at the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, pledged to support the work of 
the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, the USCCB’s domestic 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o8atM54_pGTd-sYnZ7gUsLqqDkRuCK-yvOOwOAJjgXbI_chgNQLipL65pNpEc3XbCObRt9r3dKwSVyLFO6R1dS_x8m5mkegkPDi6RFkF3pRzeH9FuuT3AEP27vcYxs8D0_qSBICnyNlhNyVmE2c1pLa-NXBklQPUQXjfpIwlfKjYdopSfXW0gqdcNe7ofQe10GKFyeXiJRJrvTFf4wLYBHW80FQX7H7QncuAE6YO4brxvLsfD93-m260ixv8DmyzKg==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==


anti-poverty initiative, after some expressed concern about the future of 
that project following some staff layoffs. 
 

Rauh oversees the work of the new Secretariat of Justice and Peace, 
announced Aug. 6. The new office will serve four bishops’ committees to 
advance the social mission of the church through formation, policy 
analysis, advocacy and outreach. 
 

In an interview, Rauh told OSV News that the secretariat will continue 
“advocating for just policies so that we can promote human dignity and 
flourishing.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

 

 

Vatican stamp celebrates U.S.-Holy See 
Diplomatic relations 

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o8atM54_pGTdXqz3fbAvoITaVIzzpN5tJTmQBX6z0qiC0Y4-OkOWyCSw7FBJTkwxR_A7pgs2do4SleNmyW8Qp7nr45Wz4tqZ31d_XkSnPKgCDFeD-wDtdQ0bKAxSFiFWARtRVYbNEeM2G1525PIRSbqfwU5EwwsgOJpx58ryY09EMfoxVc_YyZb7KVF-W96DWtkVMeLo2pC63eUFCH1h67nh0vTxxTil2JxoFxVagWmKrDleIpnz3D2cng20Yof9T26pTcH0MdAp1PUulpfBcDM=&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==


A new Vatican postage stamp celebrates the 40th anniversary of full 
diplomatic relations between the United States and the Holy See. 
 

The 2.45-euro ($2.75) stamp features the seal of the Holy See and the seal 
of the United States tied together with yellow and gold ribbons for the 
Vatican and red, white and blue ribbons for the United States. 
 

The years 1984 and 2024 feature prominently on the stamp, which also 
notes it is the 40th anniversary of diplomatic relations. 
 

The Vatican post office will begin selling the stamp Sept. 16, the philatelic 
office said, and the post office located by the Arch of the Bells in St. Peter’s 
Square will offer special cancellations for collectors Sept. 16 and 17. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

On the Road Again: Pope to visit Asia, Oceania 
in September 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o8atM54_pGTdc8rMorfstFE5l6_vA3r_9qXu7bDE5pMj4F7PEkru_tthpbcDF9ucnFh1kIQXUwJeEKhdYlGPaA0FbCl1YKdut6nXm_UOvMApEO3AExkyTbSXUZ290hNNQvqmaI7azOOd8TeLJKTg2CuJ716RFDr0QjuHofAyxrfdo-_Bb2fewDuprryYcAkLaDKfvlWpob9najiPP7J4F3eYuAGBf9BJfJnhNwOvFj-lTDM9NpKANVdpKjjVAD41Xg==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==


Pope Francis’ trip to Asia and Oceania in September will be a trip of 
religious, economic and social contrasts. 
 

Visiting four nations Sept. 2-13, the 87-year-old pope will be making the 
longest trip of his pontificate, both in terms of distance covered and days 
away from the Vatican. 
 

The trip will include predominantly Muslim Indonesia and predominantly 
Christian Papua New Guinea, as well as Singapore, Asia’s economic 
powerhouse, and Timor-Leste, one of the world’s poorest nations.  
 

Plans were being made for the trip in September 2020, but everything was 
halted because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

 

Susquehanna County Parish plans picnic for 
Friday evening 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o8atM54_pGTd0xknEwgCx5dAOeztM0AsaeyVRtppaL0Qc_wTmqz2CMJNjOdiq9L-0UClX_irSEcggIjx5j8XZWEnSqTHmnCGGbROz5KG5VpyfOgDMHRaAWiHGOKLhS_EWhnYomGfhsLC6cIoyUOReVU9curXBOXVPtt-mjffscdE3rfEBGA1JWc-w691wikW9aH0cvy6vyZouReBq4jBze0qFngsadDOgerMvZ0i1-zHTmK5ZwdyKRMWRBpQz3mKEA==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==


 

 

Even though school is starting - the parish festival and picnic season isn't 
quite finished yet! 
 

While additional events are planned for Labor Day weekend and into 
September, there is one parish picnic event planned for this coming 
weekend at Most Holy Trinity Parish in Susquehanna County. 
 



The picnic, planned for Aug. 23, will bring together parishioners from the 
three churches of the parish for an evening of food, fellowship and 
friendship. 

Click Here to See the List of Parishes Holding Festivals and Picnics in 
September  
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https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o9Z-iYvR0hYJsbU9sdXYqdzWjgcF6xeu0rw6Sb2Lux3QFNwyjqI2_rtnjxyBvHFVyxwibC02T5IusqlOlEr8kU__saYYzJNb7f2RzxPiiKuSduXN7MMcNlyoNrHTj0MX1pwRiGmZ7zYJ5BHB9c379x-Cm0yPPXASGMANmR_ACCShjpZ1nH1Uy93AJTWqLn6YkiUbG6madeiDHR0K_AM_iApdbQFoffzCcA==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o9Z-iYvR0hYJsbU9sdXYqdzWjgcF6xeu0rw6Sb2Lux3QFNwyjqI2_rtnjxyBvHFVyxwibC02T5IusqlOlEr8kU__saYYzJNb7f2RzxPiiKuSduXN7MMcNlyoNrHTj0MX1pwRiGmZ7zYJ5BHB9c379x-Cm0yPPXASGMANmR_ACCShjpZ1nH1Uy93AJTWqLn6YkiUbG6madeiDHR0K_AM_iApdbQFoffzCcA==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o4k7l9uIrLFXa9nmnaxqnz_m4kEtnRkYkHGC-mIPORgNw07CS4Omm81a8HvesV7mW5QbrVTN0FjR6xT_zYRP4CQS0AotHBCv8_FEpDIz0ZycqzcmQdt6hxE4DaDSbf3iwg==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==
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https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o51O9GVQ_eulO74meZvP7dYmK6IJTWGNYZDJYM5EZ5alA5vHIjHvBszfK9VTTcuDmhWRno29iiL3r1PnxNvVtcQ2EOWyftxH1HbN2biaAKC4AqKdzn4cBiBkXbwjaj-fDA==&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-xF0GteNmoLJmWP-8wtkjihfDmFcxsXx1kx1yuEqgBVwobzymKg-o51O9GVQ_eul2RlXQM0qUOtca9waTGdaAFLo_OdYjZmKK4WhxSjpURgJ4TOs-kIcwhjPSdkr3AbRSa_iREOOr3z4EZd28uJpTAKNlIWpdahdJ7KUxd8U3L4=&c=cE_KtvC9GAntzWeuxTWgZluKU-VRjxTcl7cC81JKTgv_5nBZf0vU-g==&ch=htQFPSEpUajEskpQnhF_w1e_pIJnzGcgmcppPmLv1FKAiqXw9Gz_Cg==

