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Two seminarians to be ordained 
to the Diaconate May 25

Mr. Thomas J. Dzwonczyk Mr. Andrew T. McCarroll

SCRANTON – With their Diaconate 
Ordination just days away, both Andrew 
McCarroll and Tom Dzwonczyk have had 
many people congratulating them about 
their “big day.”

Both men are quick to say the 
Ordination Mass, planned for May 25, is 
not about them.

“It is not my big day. It is the church’s 
big day. Everything that is happening is 
affirming the ministry that I’m doing for 
them,” McCarroll said. “I’m being ordained 
for the people, for service to them. That is 
an image that is very profound to me as 
I’m preparing these next few days.”

“It is not about anything we’ve 
done. It’s about the Lord and what He is 
doing through me and through everyone 
He is calling,” Dzwonczyk added. “It is 
100-percent about God and what he is
doing in his Church.”

Dzwonczyk and McCarroll will begin 
the final step in their formation for the 
priesthood when they are ordained to the 
transitional diaconate by the Most Rev. 
Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 

on May 25 at 10:00 a.m. at the Cathedral 
of Saint Peter in Scranton. 

All are welcome to attend and 
participate in the celebration.

Ordination as a transitional deacon 
generally occurs after a seminarian has 
completed at least three years of study in 
theology and takes place usually one year 
prior to priestly ordination. A Deacon can 
be an ordinary minister of Baptism, and 
will be able to preside at weddings, assist 
the priest at Mass, proclaim the Gospel 
and preach, as well as preside at wakes and 
funeral services. 

Dzwonczyk, 26, is the son of Thomas 
and Stephanie Dzwonczyk of North 
Abington Township, Lackawanna County. 
He attended Holy Cross High School in 
Dunmore and just completed Theology III 
at Saint Mary’s Seminary and University 
in Baltimore, Md. During his discernment 
process, Dzwonczyk completed a pastoral 
year assignment at Saint Jude Parish, 
Mountain Top, where he also assisted 
teaching eighth grade religion at Saint 
Jude School. He has one younger sister, 

Katherine, and grew up attending Saint 
John Vianney Parish in Montdale.

McCarroll, 25, is the son of Todd 
and Judy McCarroll of Lehman, Luzerne 
County. He attended Holy Redeemer 
High School in Wilkes-Barre, Saint 
John’s University in Queens and has 
been attending Saint Mary’s Seminary 
and University in Baltimore, Md. 
McCarroll is participating in his pastoral 
year right now at Saint Boniface Parish, 
Williamsport, and Saint Lawrence Parish, 

South Williamsport, and is also serving as 
Director of Religious Formation at Saint 
John Neumann Regional Academy. He has 
two brothers, Nicholas and Will, and has a 
home parish of Saint Robert Bellarmine in 
Wilkes-Barre. 

While both men say while their 
studies and experiences have prepared 
them to become Deacons at the end of the 
month, they admit feeling both excitement 
and nervousness. 

Continued on Page 2

National Eucharistic Pilgrimage to begin Saturday, will end eight weeks later
(OSV News) - There are hundreds of opportunities 

for Catholics to join one of four routes of the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage for Mass, adoration, or other 
events - and it all begins this weekend.

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage is part of the 
National Eucharistic Revival, a three-year initiative of 
the U.S. bishops to increase love for and understanding of 
Jesus Christ’s real presence in the Eucharist. 

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage is a major 
component of the revival, with pilgrimage routes 
launching from four points in the U.S. May 18-19 and 
converging eight weeks later in Indianapolis for the 
National Eucharistic Congress July 17-21.

The routes begin in New Haven, Connecticut; 

Brownsville, Texas; San Francisco, California; and 
Northern Minnesota. Each route will be traveled by six 
perpetual pilgrims who are young adults selected by 
congress leaders; priest chaplains; and seminarians. 
They will be accompanying the Eucharist, often held in a 
monstrance specially designed for the pilgrimage.

By boats, over bridges and along byways, pilgrims 
on the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage’s eastern route 
- the one closest to the Diocese of Scranton - will
accompany the Eucharist to many sites associated with
America’s saints as they make their way across eight
states, including Pennsylvania, and the District of
Columbia.

Continued on Page 18

This is a map showing the four routes of the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage launching from four points in the U.S. 
May 18 and converging eight weeks later in Indianapolis.
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The Catholic Light Seminarians excited, yet nervous, as Ordination approaches
Continued from Page 1

“I’m very excited. It seems 
like when I first entered seminary 
it would never get here, it seemed 
very far away, and now to think 
that I’m on the doorstep of it, is 
pretty incredible,” Dzwonczyk 
said. “I’m also very nervous. I 
would imagine that this is how 
people feel before they’re about 
to get married, very nervous 
recognizing the weight of the 
commitment, but I’ve also been 
feeling great peace in my prayer 
and in the conversations with my 
brothers at the seminary.”

“It is a big step so there is 
some anxiety about it, which I 
think is a good sign, because it’s a 
very natural sign, but it’s coming 
out of excitement,” McCarroll 
added. “I’m excited to serve and 
minister in a new way, a way that 
I’ve been preparing for.”

Once ordained a deacon, 
McCarroll is looking forward 
to preaching at Mass. His first 
experience will come the same day 

as his Ordination – May 25 – as he 
will preach the 4 p.m. Vigil Mass 
at Saint Robert Bellarmine Parish. 

“I’m really looking to take 
the Scriptures and really bring 
them to life. It is a moment for 
growth and it is a challenge,” 
he said. “I’m excited for the 
challenge to grow in that way.”

Dzwonczyk says he is 
particularly moved by the 
Sacrament of Baptism and is 
looking forward to being able to 
baptize his first child.

“I always marvel at the grace 
that comes in baptism. It’s a simple 
act – pouring water on someone’s 
head – and yet the spiritual effect 
that it has never ceases to amaze 
me,” he explained. 

Dzwonczyk will deliver 
his first homily as a deacon on 
Sunday, May 26, at 11:00 a.m., 
at his home parish of Saint John 
Vianney in Montdale. 

“I’m a little nervous. It’s 
my first time preaching and it’s 
Trinity Sunday, so it’s not the 
easiest topic to preach on,” he 

joked. 
As they look forward 

to their Ordination Mass, 
both men want to express 
their gratitude to all of the 
people who have helped 
them on their discernment 
journey – or simply 
prayed for them through 
the process.

“The number of 
people who have reached 
out to me, just saying 
they’re praying for me 
or they’re thinking about 
me, or who have reached 
out to my parents is 
just overwhelming and 
I’m truly humbled,” 
Dzwonczyk said. “Truly, 
without their prayers, I 
wouldn’t have made it.”

“I trust God, that he 
is present in all of this, and that 
he is guiding me every step of the 
way,” McCarroll added. 

For anyone unable to attend 
the Ordination Mass in person, 
CTV: Catholic Television of 

the Diocese of Scranton will 
provide a live broadcast as well 
as livestream the Mass on the 
Diocese of Scranton website, 
YouTube channel and all social 
media channels. 

Seminarians Andrew McCarroll and 
Thomas Dzwonczyk visited the Diocese of 
Sunyani, Ghana, with Bishop Bambera in 
July 2023.

Quo Vadis & Fiat Days to take place 
June 24-26 at Marywood University

SCRANTON – On June 24-26, 
high school students from around 
the Diocese of Scranton will 
gather at Marywood University to 
participate in two special summer 
camp programs– Quo Vadis Days 
for young men and Fiat Days for 
young women.

In both cases, the mission 
of these camps is to help young 
Catholics learn more about 
vocations and to deepen their faith 
through fellowship and prayer. 

“During Quo Vadis Days, we 
invite our seminarians, a lot of our 
priests and some college students 
and young adults from around the 
Diocese to come and spend time 
with these men, talk about prayer, 
talk about discernment, talk a little 
bit about dating, marriage and 
the priesthood but also just spend 
some time playing games, playing 

sports, and enjoying each other’s 
company,” Father Alex J. Roche, 
Diocesan Vocations Director, said. 

This will be the first year the 
Diocese is also offering Fiat Days 
for high school women.

“Fiat Days is not a new thing 
for the Church. We’ve modeled it 
after Quo Vadis and the idea really 
came to us to have an event for high 
school women who are discerning 
their vocation as well so that they 
can experience God’s presence in 
their lives, but also through one 
another, and through the presence 
of religious sisters who are serving 
with us,” Krya Krzywicki, Vocations 
Program Coordinator, added. 

The cost to participate in 
either camp is $25. Registration is 
available online right now at the 
Diocese of Scranton website at 
dioceseofscranton.org.
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Hundreds attend Mass to celebrate ‘World Day of Prayer for Vocations’
WILKES-BARRE – It was nearly 

standing room only inside Saint Nicholas 
Church in Wilkes-Barre on April 21, 2024, 
as the faithful gathered to celebrate the 
World Day of Prayer for Vocations.

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, 
Bishop of Scranton, served as principal 
celebrant of the 12:15 p.m. liturgy, which 
was celebrated in Spanish. 

“In every stage of our life, we all come 
to a pause where we don’t know where to 
head. In times of trouble and need, we look 
up to God and ask him to clear a path and 
step into the next path of our life,” Angel 
Munoz of Saint Nicholas-Saint Mary 
Parish, said after the celebration. “It was 
an honor to have the Bishop here.”

The Mass was filled with many young 
people, some who say they considered a 
call to religious life because of the strong 
faith of their family.

“At a young age, I knew it was a 
possibility,” Marie Vazquez Perez of Saint-
Nicholas-Saint Mary Parish, explained. 
“We come from many generations that 
are very religious, my grandmother and 
my mother, so I knew that was always a 
possibility. It didn’t happen for me, but I 
did think about the paths that I could take.”

Even though Perez did not pursue a 
religious life vocation, she still participates 
in her parish by helping with religious 
education, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
activities and the choir. 

“I think he is still calling me in many 
different ways,” she added. 

Adriana Sosa, who participated in the 
Mass as an altar server, agrees.

I feel God calls me in many ways. 
Throughout life, I have been dedicated to 
helping out a lot of people,” Sosa said. 
“He has made me into someone who 
volunteers.”

ENCOURAGEMENT, ADORATION 
KEY TO FOSTERING PRIEST 

VOCATIONS, NEW REPORT SHOWS

Personal encouragement and 
Eucharistic Adoration are crucial in 
fostering vocations to the priesthood, 

according to data from a newly released 
report. 

On April 15, Georgetown University’s 
Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate released the 2024 “Survey of 
Ordinands to the Priesthood,” a report 
made directly to the Secretariat of Clergy, 
Consecrated Life and Vocations of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

The CARA report was released just 
days before the World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations. 

Most respondents said they had first 
considered a vocation to the priesthood when 
they were 16 years old, and the average age 
of ordination was 34, a number consistent 
with the range of 33-37 reported since 1999. 

CARA’s executive director, Jesuit 
Father Thomas Gaunt, told OSV News 
that direct encouragement of young men 
to consider priestly life is a “perennial 
factor” in vocations, with 89% of the 
respondents, or nine in 10, reporting they 
had received such support – usually from 
a parish priest (63%), friend (41%) or 
parishioner (41%). 

“You could almost say that ... no one 
shows up at the seminary who was not 
encouraged,” Father Gaunt said. 

Eucharistic adoration also emerged 
as significant in vocational discernment, 
with 75% of the respondents noting they 
had regularly prayed before the Blessed 
Sacrament prior to entering the seminary.

Saint Nicholas Church in Wilkes-Barre was nearly standing room only 
for the Diocese of Scranton’s annual World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
Mass on April 21, the Fourth Sunday of Easter. (Photos/Mike Melisky)

Following Mass, Bishop Bambera offered many individual 
blessings to young people. A new CARA report shows personal 
encouragement is crucial in fostering priestly vocations.

Bishop Bambera to honor 2024 Priest 
Jubilarians at June 6 Cathedral Mass

SCRANTON – Ten priests who are 
celebrating milestone anniversaries of 
their ordination year will be recognized 
during the 2024 Mass for Priest 
Jubilarians at 12:10 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 6, 2024, at the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter in Scranton.

The Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will serve 
as principal celebrant and homilist. During 
the Mass, the bishop will recognize a 
combined 425 years of service to the 
priesthood.

Monsignor Constantine V. Siconolfi 
will be recognized for 65 years of priestly 
service. Ordained on May 23, 1959, he 

has served many parish communities, 
and founded Saint Francis of Assisi 
Kitchen, which has served free daily 
meals to the needy of the Scranton area 
since 1978. 

In addition to Msgr. Siconolfi, priests 
who are celebrating 60, 50 and 25 year 
ordination anniversaries will be honored at 
the Mass.

The 2024 Mass for Priest 
Jubilarians will be broadcast live 
by CTV: Catholic Television of the 
Diocese of Scranton and will be 
available for viewing on the Diocese 
of Scranton website, YouTube channel, 
and social media platforms.
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In celebrating 125 years, Wilkes-Barre church now looks to the future
WILKES-BARRE – On April 28, 

Cathy Swoboda was celebrating the past 
and looking forward to the future.

The parishioner and business manager 
of Saint Robert Bellarmine Parish was 
one of several hundred people who 
attended a special Mass of Thanksgiving 
at Saint Aloysius Church in Wilkes-Barre, 
recognizing the 125th anniversary of the 
worship site.

“It is a milestone for the church. We 
have been through so much, starting with 
the Flood in 1972 and COVID recently,” 
she said. “For me, 125 years is a celebration 
of the past and hope for the future.”

Swoboda credits the kindness of her 
fellow parishioners – and the serenity of 
the building itself – for making the church 
a welcoming place.

“I’m involved in everything that goes 
on in this church because I want to be, 
not because I have to be. The people are 
wonderful. Everybody is sweet and kind 
to each other. We have a great time at our 
annual bazaar. It’s just a special feeling 
you have when you walk in the church,” 
she added. 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, 
Bishop of Scranton, served as principal 
celebrant and homilist for the 125th 
Anniversary Mass. Father Richard Cirba, 
pastor, concelebrated the liturgy along 
with Father Kevin Mulhern, former pastor, 
and several other native sons of the parish, 

including Father Andrew Sinnott and  
Father James Nash.

“It was just a glorious day. The 
weather is beautiful and we’re happy to 
welcome back some of the native sons 
of the parish,” Father Cirba said. “One 
hundred twenty-five years is a milestone 
and it would be remiss for us to just let 
it go by without acknowledging it so it 
brought great excitement and enthusiasm 
for the people.”

As he began his homily, Bishop 
Bambera thanked parishioners for the 
opportunity to celebrate with them and 
called the Mass a “beautiful gathering.” 

In reflecting on the Gospel message 
for the Fifth Sunday of Easter, involving 
Jesus as the vine and his followers as the 
branches, Bishop Bambera explained how 
we are all interconnected – with a shared 
faith in the Risen Jesus and all those who 
have gone before us.

“I’d invite you today, here in this 
church, to let your memories flow,” he 
said. “Maybe this is the church where you 
and your children were baptized. Maybe 
this is where you received your First 
Communion 60 or 70 years ago, or maybe 
it is the place where you were married and 
began a family.”

The Bishop reminded those at the 
Anniversary Mass, however, that a “parish” 
is not just a building or a structure, it is the 
people of God. 

“We are celebrating 
nothing less than the power 
and presence of God in our 
lives,” Bishop Bambera 
noted. 

The faithful who attend 
Saint Aloysius Church are 
very thankful they currently 
have two seminarians who 
are discerning a path to 
the priesthood – Andrew 
McCarroll and Peter Stec. 
McCarroll is expected to be 
ordained a transitional deacon 
on May 25 and would likely be 
ordained a priest next summer 
and Stec will be attending 
college seminary this coming 
fall. 

“I’m proud just to be 
able to see the history of this 
community, especially as 
I’m discerning my vocation 
and preparing for ordained 
ministry, to see all the men 
who went before me in priestly 
service to our Diocese,” 
McCarroll said at the 
conclusion of the Anniversary 
Mass. “To see that rich history of service, 
not only just to this community, but also 
the Church of Scranton.”

While McCarroll has seen the 
South Wilkes-Barre community change 

demographically over the years, he 
believes there is a lot of hope for the future.

“It is good to see that we’re still 
proclaiming the Gospel … because 
Christ’s message is still true, then, as it is 
now,” McCarroll noted. 

The faithful of Saint Robert Bellarmine Parish celebrate 
the 125th anniversary of Saint Aloysius Church in 
Wilkes-Barre on April 28, 2024.

Saint Ann Solemn Novena to celebrate 100 years of prayer and devotion
SCRANTON - Father Richard Burke, 

C.P., Rector of Saint Ann‘s Passionist
Monastery and Director of Saint Ann’s
Shrine Basilica, announces that the 100th
Anniversary of the Solemn Novena to
Saint Ann will take place July 17-26,
2024.

The novena is a period of nine days 
of special Eucharists, devotions, and 
preaching of the Word of God in West 
Scranton. These nine days build toward 
the celebration of the Feast of Saint 
Ann and Saint Joachim on the tenth 
day, July 26. Our special Passionist 
preachers this year will be Father Justin 
Nelson Alphonse, C.P., Pastor of Saint 
Agnes Passionist Parish in Louisville, 
KY, and Father Luis Daniel Guivas 

Gerena, C.P., Administrator of Saint 
Gemma Passionist Parish in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico.

Father Richard said the centenary of 
the Novena has inspired special outreach 
to the growing Hispanic Catholic 

community in the Diocese of Scranton 
and surrounding dioceses. The Novena 
will have a Eucharist and Novena service 
in Spanish at 7:30 p.m. each evening from 
July 17-25.  The faithful will celebrate 
the Feast of Saint Ann in Spanish on 
Thursday, July 25, at 7:30 p.m. with 
Passionist Bishop Neil Tiedemann, C.P., 
D.D. as celebrant.

The Solemn Closing of Saint Ann’s
Novena will be on Friday, July 26, 2024, 
at 7:30 p.m. with the Most Rev. Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, serving as 
preacher and homilist.

All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend their year’s milestone Novena 
celebration in West Scranton from July 
17-26!
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Saint John the Evangelist Parish, Pittston Saint Mary Parish, Waymart

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, Hunlock Creek

Most Precious Blood Parish, Hazleton

Holy Cross Parish, Olyphant

Queen of the Apostles Parish, Avoca

Saint Catherine of Siena Parish, Moscow

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Montoursville

Saint Boniface Parish, Williamsport & Saint 
Lawrence Parish, South Williamsport

Saint Brigid Parish, Friendsville

Saints Peter & Paul Parish, Towanda

View more photos submitted by parishes 
at dioceseofscranton.org

First Holy     First Holy     
   Commu   Communionsnions                                      

        20242024
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DIOCESAN CATHOLIC CEMETERIESDIOCESAN CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY • 10AM
1594 S. Main St., Wilkes-Barre

570-822-6941

CATHEDRAL CEMETERY • 10AM
1708 Oram St., Scranton

570-347-9251
Crypt Chapel at rear of cemetery

ST. CATHERINE’S  CEMETERY • 10AM
Main St., Route 435, Moscow
570-842-8411 • Outside Altar

(if inclement weather at
St. Catherine’s of Siena Church)

MEMORIAL DAY MASSES, MONDAY, MAY 27, 2024MEMORIAL DAY MASSES, MONDAY, MAY 27, 2024

The Catholic Cemeteries of the Diocese of Scranton offer 
complete and compassionate service and are prepared 
to provide for all your burial needs. It is our privilege 
to assist you in planning the final resting place for your 
loved ones.

Memorial Day Masses will be celebrated at each
Diocesan Cemetery on Monday, May 27, 2024. All are 
welcome to participate in these liturgies to pray for and 
remember the faithfully departed, especially our veterans.

CALVARY CEMETERY • 10AM
Route 309, Drums 

570-788-2150
at Good Shepherd Church

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY • 9AM 
at St. Mary’s Church,

Prince of Peace Parish, Old Forge
570-347-9251

MOUNT OLIVET CEMETERY • 10AM
612 Mt. Olivet Rd., Carverton

570-696-3636
at St. Frances X. Cabrini Church

Embracing sustainability: Diocese of Scranton to allow ‘green burials’
COVINGTON TWP. – After 

months of research, discussion 
and planning, the Diocese of 
Scranton Catholic Cemeteries 
Office is now offering the 
option of a ‘green burial’ as an 
alternative to a customary burial 
or cremation.

The ‘Green Burial Council’ 
defines the practice as a “way of 
caring for the dead with minimal 
environmental impact that aids 
in the conservation of natural 
resources, reduction of carbon 
emissions, protection of worker 
health and the restoration and/or 
preservation of habitat.”

The concept of a green 
burial is rooted in simplicity and 
sustainability. Unlike traditional 
burials, which often involve 
embalming fluids, concrete vaults 
and non-biodegradable caskets, 
green burials prioritize returning 
the body to the earth in its most 
natural state.

“Green burials are a 
natural way of taking care of 
a person’s burial needs at the 
time of a death,” Kevin Beck, 
Diocesan Catholic Cemeteries 
Superintendent, explained. “It 
entails no outside vaults, which 
is a concrete vault that we use in 
most areas, and no fancy metal 
caskets. It is supposed to be all 
natural – wood, reed, bamboo, 
wicker or cloth – creating less 
disturbance and less of a carbon 
footprint at that point.”

In response to inquiries about 
the practice of green burials, 
the Diocese of Scranton is now 
offering a natural burial section 
at Saint Catherine’s Cemetery 
near Moscow. Parish cemeteries 
may offer the service at their 
discretion and only if following 
the procedures outlined by the 
Diocese. Father Thomas Petro, 
Pastor, Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Parish in Dupont, announced 
in his parish bulletin that its 
cemetery will also offer the option 
for individuals.

Alex Burney, who has 
served as Superintendent at Saint 
Catherine’s Cemetery for the last 
year, said an area in the back right 
corner of the cemetery has been 
selected to accommodate green 
burials.

“It is right behind the Sisters 
of the Good Shepherd section and 
it is a nice green area. The land 
is not one-hundred percent level, 
but that helps to make it natural,” 
Burney said. “We have 12 graves 
available right now. However, we 
have a lot of rom in front of it to 
be able to expand, so we would 
be able to do 100 graves and we 
have other sections that we would 
also be able to make green burial 
sections in the cemetery.”

Because embalming is not 
conducted with a green burial, 
a body can only be preserved 
by refrigeration for 36 to 48 
hours, so anyone contemplating 
the new practice should inform 
family members well in advance. 
While the cemetery provides 
the necessary space, a licensed 
funeral director must administer 
it.

“We have at least three funeral 
directors who have either done it, 
or are preparing themselves for 

the need,” Beck noted. “All of the 
funeral directors that I’ve spoken 
to are willing to do them, but it 
is still a new process, so most of 

them have very little experience 
with it so far.”

For many years, the Catholic 
Church has emphasized the 
sanctity of life and the importance 
of caring for God’s creation. In 
his encyclical, Laudato Si, Pope 
Francis called for a renewed 
sense of ecological responsibility, 
urging Catholics to recognize the 
interconnectedness of all living 
beings and the urgent need for 
environmental protection. 

“It will really resemble a 
traditional burial outside of the 
container that the person would 
be buried in,” Beck said. “A 
person can still have a funeral 
Mass. They can still have a final 
blessing at the gravesite as well 
and family are welcome to be 
there. At the time, it is just really 
the materials and the carbon 
output to process a body for 
burial that is different.”

At Saint Catherine’s 
Cemetery, each gravesite will 
not have an individual marker or 
stone, instead, there will be one 
common marker created that will 
denote the names of those interred 
in the natural burial area. Since 
the area is meant to be natural, 
the gravesite will settle naturally 
and no extensive landscaping will 
be done, other than routine lawn 
mowing.

According to the new 
Diocesan Green Burial 
regulations, which are available 
on the Diocese of Scranton 
website, other important rules 
include:

• Cremated bodies will not
be allowed in the green burial 
section, since the cremation 
practice involves the use of fossil 
fuels in the incineration process.

Continued on Page 7

Kevin Beck, right, Diocesan Catholic Cemeteries Superintendent, and 
Alex Burney, Superintendent of Saint Catherine’s Cemetery, examine 
a plot of land designated to be the first area for ‘green burials’ in the 
Moscow cemetery. (Photo/Eric Deabill)
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BISHOP BAMBERA’S SCHEDULE

May 16 - Confirmation for Saint Boniface Parish, Saint Lawrence Parish, Saint  
Joseph the Worker Parish, Immaculate Conception Parish  
and Saint Luke Parish in Williamsport, 5:00 p.m.

May 17 - King’s College Commencement
Mohegan Sun Arena, Wilkes-Barre Township, Noon

May 18 - Marywood University Commencement
Mohegan Sun Arena, Wilkes-Barre Township, Noon

May 18 - Mass at Saint Rose of Lima Church
Carbondale, 4:00 p.m.

May 19 - The University of Scranton Commencement
Mohegan Sun Arena, Wilkes-Barre Township, 10:00 a.m.

May 25 - Transitional Diaconate Ordination
Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 10:00 a.m.

May 29 - Holy Redeemer High School Commencement
F.M. Kirby Center, Wilkes-Barre, 7:00 p.m.

May 30 - Saint John Neumann High School Commencement
Penn College of Technology, Williamsport, 7:00 p.m.

May 31 - Holy Cross High School Commencement
Marywood University, Scranton, 7:00 p.m.

June 1 - Notre Dame High School Commencement
Notre Dame High School, East Stroudsburg, 11:00 a.m.

June 2 - Mass at Saint Michael the Archangel Church
Simpson, 2:00 p.m.

June 6 - Mass for Priest Jubilarians
Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 12:10 p.m.

June 8 - Catholic Women’s Conference Mass
Marywood University, Scranton, 8:45 a.m.

June 11-14 - USCCB Spring General Meeting
Louisville, Kentucky

APPOINTMENTS

His Excellency, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, announces the following 
appointments, effective as indicated

Reverend Vincent H. Dang, to Pastor, Saint Andrew Parish, Wilkes-Barre, 
effective May 28, 2024. Father Dang will continue to serve as Pastor, 

Saint Leo the Great Parish, Ashley.

Reverend Alfredo Rosario Paulino, from Parochial Vicar, Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
Parish, Scranton, effective April 26, 2024. Father Paulino will return to ministry in 

the Diocese of La Vega, Dominican Republic.

Mr. Gregory Francis Loughney, formerly an incardinated 
priest of the Diocese of Scranton, has been dispensed 
from the clerical state, effective February 29, 2024.

Mr. Loughney submitted a petition to the Most Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, requesting dispensation from the 
clerical state, which has been granted and is final. 

Loughney is no longer a member of the clergy, nor has any of the privileges 
or responsibilities of the priesthood. A priest who has been dispensed from 
the clerical state may not celebrate Mass or confer the Sacraments. He may 
no longer be called “Father” or wear clerical attire. 

Mr. Loughney now lives privately and is no longer affiliated with the 
Diocese of Scranton in any official capacity. 

El Sr. Gregory Francis Loughney, ex sacerdote incardinado de la Diócesis 
de Scranton, ha sido dispensado del estado clerical a partir del 29 de febrero 
de 2024.

El Sr. Loughney presentó una petición al Santo Padre, el Papa Francisco, 
solicitando la dispensa del estado clerical, la cual ha sido concedida y es 
definitiva.

Loughney ya no es miembro del clero ni tiene ninguno de los privilegios 
o responsabilidades del sacerdocio. Un sacerdote dispensado del estado
clerical no podrá celebrar Misa ni conferir los Sacramentos. Ya no se debera
llamar “Padre”. Ni debe usar vestimenta clerical.

El Sr. Loughney ahora vive en forma privada y ya no está afiliado a la 
Diócesis de Scranton en ninguna capacidad oficial.

Notice to the Christian Faithful of the 
Diocese of Scranton

Aviso a los Fieles Cristianos de la 
Diocesis de Scranton

Continued from Page 6

• There will only be one burial per
space – and space in the green burial area 
will be allocated in sequential manner to 
not disturb previous sites – therefore there 
is no “choice” of burial space allowed.

• Markers, memorials, plaques or 
objects of any kind cannot be left in the 
green burial area. Planting of any type 
will also be prohibited. 

Anyone contemplating a green 
burial must recognize the solemnity and 
Catholic nature of the cemetery in which 
the area is located. No ceremonies, rituals, 
or acts contrary to Catholic tradition or 
Canon law will be allowed. 

Protocols established for ‘green burials’
Fees and pricing for green burials 

will be the same as traditional burial 
practices.

While there are currently no planned 
green burials for Saint Catherine’s 
Cemetery, staff members say they are 
prepared to handle the first request when 
it comes in.

“It is a beautiful setting back there. 
It’s a nice little corner of the cemetery,” 
Beck said. 

Any questions regarding green 
burials should be directed to the Diocesan 
Catholic Cemeteries Director. All of the 
policies and procedures for Diocesan 
Catholic Cemeteries are located online at 
the Diocese of Scranton website.
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The Diocese of Scranton is committed to educating our students 
in an environment that is academically excellent and facilitates the 
development of moral judgment and Christian decision-making. We 
are proud to share the following successes of our students in the 
classroom and in their service to others. Each day, our schools are 
fulfilling their mission of preparing today’s youth and young adults 
to become tomorrow’s faith-filled leaders.

The cast of “Matilda Jr.” from Our Lady of Peace School in Clarks Green 
attended the 56th Annual Student Theater Festival at the Bucks County 
Playhouse, where they were awarded Outstanding Musical Ensemble.

In the beginning of May, Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, completed his visits to all 19 schools in the Diocese of Scranton. Spending quality time 
with the community at each school, the Bishop offered words of wisdom during his homilies, making it an interactive conversation with the school students. He asked them 
a variety of questions to help emphasize his message that everyone, at every age, has the ability to spread the message of God’s love.

Saint Agnes School in TowandaEpiphany School in Sayre Holy Family Academy in Hazleton Holy Rosary School in Duryea

Students at All Saints Academy in Scranton recently shared their acting and singing talents with 
family, friends and the community by performing “Annie Kids,” based on the musical “Little 
Orphan Annie.”

Eighth grade students from Saint 
Nicholas/Saint Mary School in 
Wilkes-Barre led the school’s 
annual May Crowning, honoring 
Mary as Queen of Heaven.  

Class of 2025 members Matthew Rivera, John 
Siciliano, Michael Peterson and LeAnn Perez 
show off their class rings after participating in 
the school’s annual Ring Day Liturgy at Notre 
Dame Jr./Sr. High School in East Stroudsburg.

The first grade classes at Good Shepherd Academy in Kingston celebrated in style 
by dressing like their favorite storybook character.
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Three eighth grade students from Wyoming 
Area Catholic School in Exeter were 
honored at the Elks Lodge 109 located in 
Pringle. The students took part in an essay 
competition based on what the Bill of 
Rights means to them. Congratulations to 
student authors Paul Dominick, Katherine 
Moser and Martha Goffredo, whose essay 
is moving on to the State Competition.

Members of the Theater Ensemble at Holy Cross High School in 
Dunmore enjoyed a fabulous day in New York City, touring Times 
Square, watching a performance of Wicked at the Gershwin Theater, 
and enjoying dinner and the show at Ellen’s Stardust Diner.

The fourth and fifth grade students at Notre Dame Elementary 
School in East Stroudsburg visited the Pennsylvania State 
Capitol Complex in Harrisburg, entertaining and inspiring the 
crowd with patriotic songs from the main staircase.

Seniors from Holy Redeemer High School in Wilkes-
Barre recently went on a service trip to the Dorothy Day 
Worker’s Farm in Harveys Lake. Students learned about 
their open-farm policy, which enables people to experience 
farm life, learn and work together, and be inspired to live a 
life in sync with God’s creation.

Key Club members and Miss Burger’s science class at Saint John Neumann Jr./Sr. High School 
in Williamsport helped clean the neighborhood by organizing a litter pick up and keeping their 
school neighborhood beautiful.

Future health professionals? Fifth grade 
students at Saint  Mary of Mount Carmel 
School in Dunmore listen to each other’s 
hearts during a presentation from the Physician 
Assistant students at Marywood University.

Throughout the month of May, 
students in La Salle Academy in 
Jessup celebrate the Blessed Mother 
by creating their own crowns 
for Mary and crowning her each 
morning during a prayer service.Ella Rogan, a kindergarten 

student at Saint Clare/Saint Paul 
School in Scranton, plants seeds 
as part of the school’s celebration 
of Earth Day.

Pre-kindergarten students at Saint John Neumann 
Elementary School in Williamsport spent a beautiful day 
honoring Mary at St. Lawrence Parish in South Williamsport.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Diocese of  Scranton Fiscal Year 2022-2023

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

In the First Letter of Peter, we are reminded, “As each one has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10). As we journey through our 
lives, each one of us is called to reflect upon the blessings bestowed upon us by God and use 
our gifts wisely for the betterment of His Kingdom.

It is incumbent upon us, as faithful stewards, to utilize our financial resources in a 
manner that reflects our commitment to God and His Church. Through the generous 
support of the faithful, the Diocese of Scranton is able to fulfill its mission, providing 
pastoral care, spiritual nourishment and support to those in need within our communities. 

With gratitude, I present to you the audited financial statements of the Administrative 
Offices of the Diocese of Scranton for the 2022-2023 fiscal year. This report outlines in 
detail the stewardship of the resources entrusted to our care over the past year. Through 
the grace of God and the generosity of each one of you, we have been able to continue our 
ministries and outreach programs, serving the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Please know that we remain diligent in managing our expenses and ensuring an 
environment of sound financial practices. Over the last year, we have continued to focus on 
several of our key Diocesan initiatives, including, but not limited to:

• Vision 2030 Blueprint Process: Our long-range pastoral planning process that looks
proactively at the realities of our local church in the present moment, while striving to meet
the opportunities and challenges of the coming decade to create vibrant parishes rooted in the
life of Jesus Christ.

• “Our Faith. Our Students. Our Future”: Our Strategic Growth Planning Initiative for our 19
Catholic Schools which focuses on defining our priorities and developing a strong, financially
sustainable vision for Catholic education in the Diocese.

• Promoting Vocations to the Priesthood, Diaconate and Consecreated Life: Our Diocese held
a ‘Hundredfold workshop’ to give parishioners the tools to create an action plan for creating
vocation-friendly parishes and discuss future vocation initiatives.

As you review this report, I encourage you to prayerfully consider your own stewardship journey. 
How are you utilizing the gifts that God has entrusted to your care? Are you being faithful stewards of 
His blessings, both financially and otherwise?

As always, I wish to express my deepest gratitude to you for your continued support and generosity. 
I am thankful for the many ways in which you show your support to your parish community - through 
time, talent and treasure - and for your continued prayers as we work to fulfill our mission of imitating 
the servant leadership of Jesus Christ.

May God bless you and your family abundantly and fill you with his peace!

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.
Bishop of Scranton

The financial information contained on the following pages is derived from the audited financial statements of  the Administrative Offices of
the Diocese of  Scranton as of  June 30, 2023 and 2022. The full report is available under the “Financial Services” page at 

www.dioceseofscranton.org
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Catholic Community
AT A GLANCE

Statistics reflect the 2023 calendar year

1
BISHOP

1
RETIRED BISHOP

84
PRIESTS ASSIGNED IN 

THE DIOCESE

4
PRIESTS ASSIGNED 
OUTSIDE DIOCESE

109
RETIRED OR ILL 

PRIESTS

197
TOTAL NUMBER OF 
DIOCESAN PRIESTS

45
RELIGIOUS ORDER 

PRIESTS

6
RELIGIOUS ORDER 

BROTHERS

350
RELIGIOUS ORDER 

SISTERS

97
PERMANENT 

DEACONS

10
SEMINARIANS

110
Number of Parishes

Total Population
1,104,932

Catholic Population
354,259

2,109
baptisms

1,892
first communions

2,041
confirmations

3,773
funeral services

457
marriages
375 Catholic

82 Interfaith

2
Catholic Hospitals
Serving 97,700 people
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A message from the Chief  Financial Officer of  the Diocese of  Scranton

• 2022 Community and Social Service expenses included a one-time contribution 
of $2.3 million to the Catholic Social Services to help provide funding for its defined 
benefit pension plan.  

• The current year (2022-2023) included a $1.9 million positive pension adjustment 
due to the effect of higher interest rates on the calculation of the pension obligation.  
The current year also included $1 million of unrealized gains on investments. The prior 
fiscal year (2021-2022) included a transfer of $7.2 million to the Lay Pension Plan 
and a $2.1 million transfer back to the Diocese of Scranton Institute for a prior year 
pension contribution. These transfers were offset by a $2.4 million positive net pension 
adjustment due to the effect of rising interest rates on the calculation of the pension 
obligation. The prior year included a $9.9 million unrealized loss on investments to 
large, unfavorable market fluctuations during the 2021-2022 year. 

• As in previous years, the financial statements of the Diocesan Administrative
Offices have been independently audited by McGrail Merkel Quinn & Associates, P.C., 
Certified Public Accounts. The statements include activities related to the Diocesan 
Administrative Offices, not activities related to Catholic Social Services or the Catholic 
School System. These organizations are audited separately. The statements also do not 
include parish activities.

I invite you to view the complete audited financial statement for the 2022-2023 
fiscal year on the Diocese of Scranton website at dioceseofscranton.org/directory/
offices/financial-services.

I want to publicly thank the members of the 
Diocesan Finance Council for the support they provide 
to the Bishop and my staff and extend that appreciation 
to Catholics throughout the Diocese. The continuing 
generosity of the Catholic community and the sharing 
of time, talent and treasure make possible the good 
works of our Church in the Diocese of Scranton. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Eileen Giombetti
Diocesan Secretary for Financial Services

Eileen Giombetti

Dear Friends,

As the Chief Financial Officer of the Diocese of Scranton, it is my privilege 
to present the 2022-2023 audited financial report for the Diocese of Scranton 
Administrative Offices. This report provides an overview of the prudent use of funds 
that have been received for the period covering July 1, 2022, to June 30, 2023.

Just as Bishop Bambera has stressed the importance of parishes being transparent 
with their financial information - as demonstrated by having each parish publish its 
financial five-year trend every January - it is equally important for the Diocese to also 
share the care and prudence with which it manages the resources that you, the faithful, 
entrust to our care. 

I am pleased to inform you that for the third consecutive year, Voice of the Faithful, 
a lay organization of faithful Catholics has named the Diocese of Scranton as being 
one of the most financially transparent dioceses in the United States. For the last seven 
years, the group has reviewed all U.S. Catholic dioceses’ online financial documents 
- and I am proud to say that once again we have received an overall score of 100%
for financial transparency in 2023. We were only one of ten dioceses to achieve such
a high rating!

Among the key points of the 2022-2023 fiscal report are:

• The Diocese had a net gain from operations in the amount of $2,576,899. This
came primarily from Employee Retention Tax Credit (ERTC) income and bequests.

• Catholic Schools Assessments are now billed through the Diocesan 
Administrative Office. Revenue in 2023 for this assessment is $6,041,629, net an 
allowance of $453,559. Educational expenses in 2023 also include the payment of 
these school assessments of $6,041,629 to Diocesan Catholic Schools.

• Funds raised by the 2022 Diocesan Annual Appeal totaled $4,245,866. The
Diocese returned $192,860 directly to parishes that exceeded their goal for the 
campaign. This means the revenue from the Appeal to the Diocese totaled $4,053,006. 
Funds raised by the 2021 Diocesan Annual Appeal totaled $4,458,893. In that year, 
the Diocese returned $205,567 directly to parishes that exceeded their goal for the 
campaign. Revenue from the 2021 Appeal totaled $4,253,326.

• Employee Retention Tax Credit income of $1,743,921 is included in 2023. Related
consulting fees of $277,024 for this income are included in 2023 Administrative expenses.   
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Serving as Missionary
disciples

Statistics reflect the 2023 calendar year

107,832
meals served at st. vincent 

de paul kitchen in 
wilkes-barre

86,000
Meals Served at St. Francis 

of assisi Kitchen in 
Scranton

23,493
individuals served by st. 
francis food & clothing 

pantries in scranton

11,812
households assisted by Catholic 

Social Services carbondale 
Food/Clothing pantry

5,369
individuals assisted by 

St. joseph food pantry in 
hazleton

15,701
individual nights of 
emergency shelter 

provided in scranton, 
wilkes-barre & hazleton

40
homeless veterans 

provided with housing

20
pregnant women & children 

provided shelter at 
shepherd’s maternity house 

in east stroudsburg

6,151
Children served through 
christmas gifts for kids 

program

748,254
page views on the diocese 

of scranton website

Because of your support 
and generosity, our 

local church serves the 
community in many ways...

19
diocesan catholic schools 

educating students

4,423
students attending 

diocesan catholic schools 
throughout five counties

9,796
high school & elementary 

students in parish faith 
formation programs

6,000
students trained in safe 
environment/respecting 

boundaries programs

42,040
number of homes receiving 

“the catholic light” 
each month
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REVENUE FOR DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES (Years Ending June 30, 2023 and 2022)

2023
Without Donor 

Restrictions
With Donor 
Restrictions

Total

Parish Assessments
   Diocesan
   Clergy Care & Wellness
   Catholic Schools
Intra-Diocesan Billings
   Self-Insurance Premiums (General)
   Self-Insurance Premiums (Medical)
   Clergy Benefit Programs
Diocesan Program Revenues (Schedule 1)
Diocesan Annual Appeal
Special Collections
Donations and Bequests
Scholarship Foundation Contributions
Custodial Receipts
   National Collections
   Unemployment
Propagation Collections
Other Revenue
Employee Retention Credit Income
Investment Income, Net
Net Realized (Loss) Gain on Sale of Investments
Net Realized Gain on Sale of Property
Net Assets Released from Restrictions (Note 7):
   Satisfaction of Program Restrictions

Total Revenues, Gains and Other Support

$3,638,798
$959,987

$6,041,629

$4,379,604
$9,846,276
$2,015,321

$223,104
-
-

$611,584
-

-
$226,178
$168,657
$358,701

$1,743,921
$590,061

($254,895)
$47,150

$5,913,906

$36,509,982

-
-
-

-
-
-

$35,000
$4,053,006

$27,304
$965,152
$838,282

$645,129
-
-
-
-

$275,630
($40,403)

-

($5,913,906)

$885,194

$3,638,798
$959,987

$6,041,629

$4,379,604
$9,846,276
$2,015,321

$258,104
$4,053,006

$27,304
$1,576,736

$838,282

$645,129
$226,178
$168,657
$358,701

$1,743,921
$865,691

($295,298)
$47,150

-

$37,395,176

2022
Without Donor 

Restrictions
With Donor 
Restrictions

Total

$4,000,982
$956,395

-

$4,259,961
$9,602,375
$1,977,909

$233,360
-
-

$418,529
-

-
$397,508
$193,180
$278,152

-
$2,251,259
$3,424,248

$104,145

$5,890,016

$33,988,019

-
-
-

-
-
-
-

$4,253,326
$27,068

$744,649
$709,769

$783,083
-
-
-
-

$243,591
$49,320

-

($5,890,016)

$920,790

$4,000,982
$956,395

-

$4,259,961
$9,602,375
$1,977,909

$233,360
$4,253,326

$27,068
$1,163,178

$709,769

$783,083
$397,508
$193,180
$278,152

-
$2,494,850
$3,473,568

$104,145

-

$34,908,809

The Diocese of Scranton’s 
operating revenue for the 
2022-2023 fiscal year was 
$37.4 million.

The Diocese’s Self-
Insurance Program (both 
medical and general) were 
two of the largest sources of 
revenue in the 2022-2023 
fiscal year budget.

In total, the two self-
insurance programs 
accounted for $14,225,880 
(or roughly 40%) of all 
revenue.

Under the self-insurance 
programs, the Diocese 
assumes responsibility for all 
claims. In effect, this means 
that every parish or agency 
is sharing in the payment of 
claims through its premiums.

Another large source 
of revenue for the support 
of programs and ministries 

continues to be parish 
assessments. Catholic School 
Assessments brought in more 
than $6 million and Diocesan 
Assessments brought in 
more than $3.6 million. 
Diocesan assessments fund 
administration support 
services, human resources, 
financial services, information 
technology and much more. 
School Assessments are 
passed along to the Catholic 
School System to support the 
cost of educating students.

The Diocesan Annual 
Appeal, which brought in 
$4,053,006 after parish 
rebates, continues to support 
the charitable, educational 
and pastoral services of the 
Diocese. Funds support 
Catholic Schools, Catholic 
Social Services, Parish 
Life, Communications and 
Vocations and Clergy Support.
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EXPENSES FOR DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES (Years Ending June 30, 2023 and 2022)

2023
Without Donor 

Restrictions
With Donor 
Restrictions

Total

Total Revenues, Gains and Other Support

Expenses
   Pastoral
   Educational
   Community & Social Service
   Administrative
Custodial Disbursements
   National Collections
   Unemployment
Interest Expense

Total Expenses

Excess of Revenues Over Expenses

OTHER CHANGES
Change in Value of Beneficial Interest in 

Perpetual Trust
Provision for Bad Debt
Other Components of Net Periodic Pension Cost
Pension-Related Changes Other Than Net  

Periodic Pension Cost
Transfer to Lay Pension Plan
Transfer to Diocese of Scranton Institute
Change in Net Unrealized Gains and Losses 

on Investments

Increase (decrease) in Net Assets

Net Assets (Beginning)

Net Assets (Ending)

$36,509,982

$6,316,256
$8,780,381
$2,121,794

$16,819,982

$645,129
$134,735

-

$34,818,277

$1,691,705

-
-

$15,101

$1,923,168
-
-

$1,032,109

$4,662,083

$2,896,841

$7,558,924

$885,194

-
-
-
-

-
-
-

-

$885,194

$10,002
-
-

-
-
-

$165,998

$1,061,194

$9,487,893

$10,549,087

$37,395,176

$6,316,256
$8,780,381
$2,121,794

$16,819,982

$645,129
$134,735

-

$34,818,277

$2,576,899

$10,002
-

$15,101

$1,923,168
-
-

$1,198,107

$5,723,277

$12,384,734

$18,108,011

2022
Without Donor 

Restrictions
With Donor 
Restrictions

Total

$33,988,019

$5,964,117
$3,125,882
$4,377,318

$16,230,430

$783,083
$76,921

$936,111

$31,493,862

$2,494,157

-
($555,424)

$104,930

$2,420,319
($7,184,731)
($2,150,000)

($9,037,746)

($13,908,495)

$16,805,336

$2,896,841

$920,790

-
-
-
-

-
-
-

-

$920,790

($45,773)
-
-

-
-
-

($856,847)

$18,170

$9,469,723

$9,487,893

$34,908,809

$5,964,117
$3,125,882
$4,377,318

$16,230,430

$783,083
$76,921

$936,111

$31,493,862

$3,414,947

($45,773)
($555,424)

$104,930

$2,420,319
($7,184,731)
($2,150,000)

($9,894,593)

($13,890,325)

$26,275,059

$12,384,734

The Diocese of Scranton’s 
expenses for the 2022-2023 fiscal 
year were $34.8 million.

During the 2022-2023 fiscal 
year, the Diocese of Scranton 
continued to spread the Good 
News of Jesus Christ throughout 
the 11 counties of northeastern 
and north central Pennsylvania. 

The Diocesan Finance 
Office continued its work to 
administer the temporal goods 
entrusted to the Diocese of 
Scranton, exercising prudence 
in all decisions related to 
financial and administrative 
operations. The office consists 

of a dedicated team of motivated 
professionals who efficiently 
and effectively service the 
needs of the Diocese, while also 
providing help, guidance and 
assistance to pastors, business 
managers, parishes, schools and 
other diocesan organizations and 
agencies.

The office is committed to the 
highest standards of integrity and 
accountability. It is responsible for 
ensuring that financial policies and 
procedures are adhered to, internal 
controls are in place and operating 
to safeguard assets. Furthermore, 
the office is responsible for 
making sure all financial activities 

and transactions are properly 
accounted for.

The staff of the Diocese of 
Scranton extends its special 
appreciation to all the faithful 
for their support, dedication and 
stewardship during the last fiscal 
year.

The sharing of your time, 
talent and treasure forms 
the foundation of success 
for our parishes, schools 
and our Diocesan church as 
a whole. 

Your efforts are instrumental 
in helping carry out the mission 
of the Church of Scranton in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
June 30, 2023 and 2022

ASSETS

Cash and Equivalents
Accounts Receivable, Less Allowance for
   Doubtful Accounts of $5,172,043 in 2023 
   and 2022
Accrued Interest Receivable
Contributions Receivable
Due from Catholic Cemeteries
Prepaid Expense
Cash Subject to Program Restrictions
Notes and Loans Receivable
Investments
Land, Buildings & Equipment, Net
Other Assets
Beneficial Interest in Charitable Trust

TOTAL ASSETS

$10,926,979

$4,434,009
$58,379

$451,911
-

$688,145
$8,901,248
$2,637,031

$19,642,275
$5,744,059

$442,875
$246,606

$54,173,517

$9,806,124

$6,724,937
$73,826

$440,388
$94,744

$236,721
$7,650,398
$2,824,184

$16,952,499
$5,630,300

$762,806
$236,604

$51,433,531

2023 2022

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

2023 2022

Accounts Payable
Custodial Funds Payable
Contributions Payable
Scholarships Payable
Liability for Pension Benefits 
Accrued Claim Expense
Accrued Post-Retirement Benefit Obligation
Refundable Advances
Loans Payable
Due to Catholic Cemeteries
Due to Diocese of Scranton Institute

TOTAL LIABILITIES

NET ASSETS
   Without Donor Restrictions
   With Donor Restrictions

TOTAL NET ASSETS

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND 
     NET ASSETS

$1,299,736
$303,771
$812,916
$610,788

$4,862,024
$1,500,340
$6,911,279

-
$2,637,031

$965,481
$16,162,140

$36,065,506

$7,558,924
$10,549,087

$18,108,011

$54,173,517

$747,812
$277,934

$1,296,533
$723,343

$5,962,339
$2,696,199
$8,150,832

$130,194
$2,824,184

-
$16,239,427

$39,048,797

$2,896,841
$9,487,893

$12,384,734

$51,433,531

Diocesan Offices Supporting the Clergy, all 110 Parishes 
and the Faithful of  the Church of  Scranton

Administrative Offices and Chancellor: The Chancery is composed of those institutes 
and persons who assist the Bishop in governing the entire Diocese, especially in providing 
for the administration of the Diocese and directing pastoral action.

Catholic Schools: The Catholic Schools Office is committed to educating students and 
their families in the Catholic faith. The office provides a Catholic education that is spiritually 
sound and academically excellent and strives to prepare students to be faith-filled leaders and 
life-long leaders dedicated to serving the Church and society.

Catholic Social Services: Catholic Social Services serves individuals and families in 
poverty and hardship, responding compassionately to their needs. The agency advocates 
for individual dignity and self-sufficiency and actively works to replace despair with hope.

Child Protection/Victim Assistance: The Safe Environment Office oversees the creation 
and implementation of child protection programs and policies across the Diocese. Staff 
ensures the safest possible place in which children, young people and adults can minister, 
study and work.

Communications: The mission of the Communications Office is to evangelize through 
informing all about the Good News of the Catholic faith, the teachings of the Holy Father 
and our Bishop, Diocesan and parish ministries, programs and events. 

Development Office: Offers assistance and support to the development and stewardship 
programs of all Diocesan parishes, schools and other Catholic institutions. This office helps 
secure necessary funds to assist the Diocese in its mission to serve God’s people.

Finance Office: The Diocesan Finance Office is responsible for administering the 
temporal resources of the Diocese under the authority of the Bishop. The Finance Office 
provides assistance with financial activities for diocesan parishes and schools and other 
related organizations. 

Human Resources: Serves more than 1,200 employees of our parishes, schools and 
Diocesan offices, centrally administering insurance and benefit programs such as medical, 
dental, life insurance and 403(b) retirement savings plans.

Information Technology: Provides information technology support for diocesan 
ministries, parishes and offices.

Parish Life Office: The Office for Parish Life works directly on-site in parishes to provide 
leadership formation, spiritual renewal, program design and resourcing, training for people 
in all types of parish ministry and consulting on specific parish needs.

Pontifical Mission Societies: The Pontifical Mission Societies of the Diocese of Scranton 
promotes a mission spirituality and global vision in the hearts and minds of the faithful.

Property and Risk Management: Provides technical and fiduciary oversight in addition 
to project management for the physical development and maintenance of parish and diocesan 
properties.

Tribunal: The Diocesan Tribunal acts as the Judicial Arm of the Diocesan Bishop 
upholding rights and responding to grievances relating to Church Law. Deals mainly in 
the investigation of and pronouncements on petitions regarding invalidity of marriage 
(Annulments).

Vocations/Clergy Formation: The Vocations Office seeks to foster vocations to the 
Priesthood and Religious Life and provide opportunities for discernment and mentoring of 
potential seminary candidates. 
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STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS
June 30, 2023 and 2022
OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets
Adjustments to Reconcile Change in Net Assets to 
Net Cash Provided By (Used In) Operating Activities:
   Net Realized Loss (Gain) on Sale of Investments
   Net Unrealized (Gain) Loss on Investments
   Net Realized Gain on Sale of Property
   Amortization (Accretion) on Investments
   Depreciation Expense
   Provision for Bad Debt
   Change in Beneficial Interest in Charitable Trust
   Decrease (Increase) in Accounts Receivable
   Decrease in Accrued Interest Receivable
   (Increase) Decrease in Contributions Receivable
   Decrease in Due from Catholic Cemeteries
   Increase in Prepaid Expense
   Decrease (Increase) in Other Assets
   Increase (Decrease) in Accounts Payable
   Increase in Custodial Funds Payable
   (Decrease) Increase in Contributions &        

Scholarships Payable
   Decrease in Liability for Pension Benefits
   Decrease in Accrued Claim Expense
   Decrease in Accrued Post-Retirement Benefit 
 Obligation
   (Decrease) Increase in Refundable Advances
   Increase in Due to Catholic Cemeteries
   (Decrease) Increase in Due to Diocese of Scranton  
 Institute

NET CASH PROVIDED BY (USED IN) 
OPERATING ACTIVITIES

$5,723,277

$295,298
($1,198,107)

($47,150)
$41,821

$350,955
-

($10,002)
$2,290,928

$15,447
($11,523)

$94,744
($451,424)

$319,931
$551,924
$25,837

($596,172)
($1,100,315)
($1,195,859)

($1,239,553)
($130,194)

$965,481

($77,287)

$4,618,057

($13,890,325)

($3,473,568)
$9,894,593
($104,145)
($61,192)
$350,701
$555,424
$45,773

($989,962)
$146,053
$106,408
$66,794

($98,381)
($163,466)
($98,705)

$28,202

$284,325
($1,591,553)

($534,630)

($1,969,900)
$130,194

-

$2,999,804

($8,367,556)

2023 2022

INVESTING ACTIVITIES

2023 2022
Purchase of Fixed Assets
Proceeds From Sale of Property
Principal Collected-Loans Receivable
Purchase of Investments
Proceeds from Sale of Investments
   Net Cash (Used In) Provided By Investing Activities

Financing Activities
   Principal Payments on Loan
   Funds on Deposit
 Additions
 Withdrawls

Net Cash Used in Financing Activities

Net Increase in Cash

Cash, Cash Equivalents and Restricted Cash, Beginning

Cash, Cash Equivalents and Restricted Cash, Ending

($464,714)
$47,150

$187,153
($20,472,916)

$18,644,128
($2,059,199)

($187,153)

-
-

($187,153)

$2,371,705

$17,456,522

$19,828,227

($242,678)
$104,145
$181,552

($35,067,982)
$48,978,269
$13,953,306

($181,552)

$1,268,071
($4,408,309)
($3,321,790)

$2,263,960

$15,192,562

$17,456,522

Diocesan finances are audited by McGrail Merkel Quinn & Associates, 
P.C., Certified Public Accountants & Consultants. The full audited

financial statements for the Fiscal Year 2022-21 are published on the 
Diocesan website at: 

www.dioceseofscranton.org/directory/offices/financial-services

Financial Accountability
Transparency and accountability are important parts of  our stewardship 

responsibilities. Each year, the Diocese subjects itself  to an independent audit. 
Diocesan leadership has established and regularly confers with the Diocesan Finance 
Council. The council, whose existence is required by Canon Law, focuses on financial 
policies, procedures and activities of  the Church of  Scranton. 

Current members of  the Diocesan Finance Council are: Most Reverend Joseph 
C. Bambera, John Devine, John Graham, Sister Therese O’Rourke, Carlon Preate,
Rev. Gerald Shantillo and Paul Woelkers.
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National Eucharistic Pilgrimage pilgrims walk among American saints on 
Eastern route

Continued from Page 1

Beginning in New Haven, 
Connecticut, May 18, the 
day before Pentecost, the St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Route is 
the one that will attract the most 
attention locally.

The roughly 1,000-mile 
route will be traveled by six 
perpetual pilgrims accompanied 
by Father Roger Landry, a priest 
of the Diocese of Fall River, 
Massachusetts, who serves as the 
Catholic chaplain at Columbia 
University in New York. 

While Catholics may join 
the pilgrims for legs of their 
journey, they are especially 
encouraged to join the route’s 
public events, which include 
Masses, all-night adoration, a 
boat-based procession, service 
projects, testimonies, socializing 
and meals with regional flair. 

As the perpetual pilgrims 
wind their way toward 
Indianapolis, they plan to stop for 
prayer and other events at both 
Catholic and secular sites. In 
New York City, for example, the 
pilgrims are stopping at both the 
St. Frances Cabrini Shrine and 
the Statue of Liberty. Some stops 
are less than an hour, while others 
may stretch to a day or more. 

The route is named for 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the 
first American-born saint, 
and includes stops at places 
she served in New York and 
Maryland.

The following is a list of 
selected highlights from the 
pilgrimage’s Eastern route. 

To find information for 
the full Seton Route at https://
tinyurl.com/SetonRoute.

Events for the other three 
nationwide routes, along 
with an interactive map and 
registration, visit https://www.
eucharisticpilgrimage.org/

May 18 Start

Blessed Michael McGivney 
Parish,  New Haven, Connecticut

The pilgrimage begins May 18 with 
a solemn, extended vigil Mass for 
Pentecost followed by all-night 
Eucharistic adoration at St. Mary’s 
Church in New Haven, where Blessed 
Michael McGiveny was ministering 
when he founded the Knights of 
Columbus in 1882. The parish church 
now houses his tomb. The pilgrims 
process May 19 to the nearby parish 
of St. Joseph for Mass before traveling 
by boat to Bridgeport.

May 25

St. Frances Cabrini Shrine, New York 

Pilgrims will spend time in the Archdiocese of New York, 
where they’ll stop May 25 at the St. Frances Cabrini Shrine 
in Manhattan to venerate the saint, who left Italy with six 
of her religious community’s sisters in 1889 to serve Italian 
immigrants in the New York slums. (Her life is the subject of 
the recently released film “Cabrini.”) That night, New York 
Auxiliary Bishop Gerardo J. Colacicco and the Dominican 
Sisters of Hawthorne - whose Massachusetts-born founder, 
Rose Hawthorne Lathrop, was declared venerable in March: 
will host adoration at St. Vincent Ferrer Church. While still 
in the city, the pilgrimage will process across the Brooklyn 
Bridge into the Diocese of Brooklyn May 26, and the 
following day take the Dorothy Day Ferry - named for the 
Catholic Worker Movement co-founder and servant of God - 
to the Statue of Liberty State Park for Eucharistic Adoration.

June 1

National Shrine of St. John 
Neumann, Philadelphia

The pilgrimage continues through New 
Jersey’s dioceses of Metuchen and Trenton 
and into Pennsylvania. On June 1, the 
pilgrimage in Philadelphia for morning 
Mass at the National Shrine of St. John 
Neumann, who served as bishop of 
Philadelphia from 1852-1860 and was a 
champion of the Catholic parochial school 
system in the U.S. That evening, the shrine 
will host a “Eucharistic encounter” and open 
mic night for young adults. The following 
day, the pilgrims will venerate another 
Philadelphia saint, St. Katharine Drexel, 
who is entombed at the Cathedral Basilica 
of Sts. Peter and Paul.

June 6

National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
Emmitsburg, Maryland 

From the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, the pilgrimage 
travels through the Diocese of Harrisburg into the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore, where the pilgrims will spend 
time at the National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
June 6. Born in 1774, their route’s namesake was a wife, 
mother of five, teacher, Catholic convert and eventual 
founder of the first women’s religious community 
established in the U.S. She moved from New York to 
Emmitsburg in 1809 after her husband died while they 
were in Italy, which also is where she encountered 
Catholicism. The following day, the pilgrims will attend 
Mass and participate in a Eucharistic procession around 
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Baltimore’s co-cathedral and 
the first cathedral in the United States.

June 8

Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, Washington, 

followed by Ohio River Procession 

The pilgrimage will continue into the Archdiocese 
of Washington with Mass June 8 at the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
followed by a procession with stops at The 
Catholic University of America campus. It then 
heads northwest through western Maryland; the 
dioceses of Altoona-Johnstown, Greensburg and 
Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania; Wheeling-Charleston 
in West Virginia; and Steubenville, Ohio. On 
June 23, Bishop Mark E. Brennan of Wheeling-
Charleston and Bishop Paul J. Bradley, apostolic 
administrator of Steubenville, will lead a “boater-
cade” Eucharistic procession down the Ohio River 
aboard a sternwheeler, blessing pilgrims on shore.

July 6

Downtown Cincinnati

The pilgrimage will continue through 
the Diocese of Columbus, Ohio, 
and the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 
with a July 6 Mass celebrated by 
Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr at 
Cincinnati’s Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Peter in Chains. The Mass is followed 
by a Eucharistic procession through 
downtown and a Eucharistic festival 
at the city’s Fountain Square. The 
Seton Route enters the Archdiocese 
of Indianapolis July 8 with several 
events in Indianapolis ahead of the 
National Eucharistic Congress.
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CITIES VISITED:
Rome-3 nights,

Assisi-overnight, 
Florence-3 nights,

Gubbio, Siena, Orvieto

Daily Mass, Daily Breakfast at each Hotel, 
and Several Dinners to be included. 

COMPLETE DETAILS WILL BE IN THE NEXT 
EDITION OF THE CATHOLIC LIGHT

• All arrangements are being handled by
Travelworld, Scranton •

Save the Date−2025 Holy Year Pilgrimage 

AUGUST 31 TO SEPTEMBER 9, 2025
ROME — ASSISI — FLORENCE - SIENA

IItaly; taly; 

Entering through the Jubilee Holy Year Door at all 4 Basilicas in Rome

Join Bishop Joseph C. Bambera
on a Diocese of Scranton

HHOOLLYY  YYEEAARR  JJUUBBIILLEEEE  IITTAALLYY  PPIILLGGRRIIMMAAGGEE
For more than 700 years, the Catholic Church has celebrated “jubilee” or “holy” years as special times to 

renew people’s faith and experience God’s forgiveness, particularly by going on pilgrimage.
On May 9, 2024, Pope Francis formally proclaimed the Holy Year 2025 through a document, called a 

“bull of indiction,” which was read in front of the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican. 
“The time has come for a new Jubilee when once more the Holy Door will be flung open to invite everyone 

to an intense experience of the love of God that awakens in hearts the sure hope of salvation in Christ,” Pope 
Francis said in the document titled, “Spes Non Confundit” (Hope Does Not Disappoint). 

The Holy Year will open at the Vatican Dec. 24 this year and close Jan. 6, 2026, the Feast of Epiphany.
Bishop Joseph C. Bambera is inviting the faithful of the Diocese of Scranton to celebrate the 2025 Holy 

Year with him through a special pilgrimage opportunity that is being planned. The most exciting and well-
known rite of the Jubilee Year is the opening of the Holy Door at the four major basilicas of Rome: St. Peter’s 
Basilica, the Archbasilica of St. John Lateran, the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls, and the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major, which will be included in the trip.
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Seniors &
Veterans

Discounts!

present this coupon for a discount

BEFORE AFTER
→→

Memorial Day is fast approaching!
– Make sure your loved one’s memory is never forgotten –

,  LLC
Loving Memories
Monument Care570-346-1828

Making sure your loved one’s memory is never forgotten.
Same day service, weather prevailing.

Before After

Loving Memories
Monument Care570-346-1828

Making sure your loved one’s memory is never forgotten.
Same day service, weather prevailing.

Before After

Loving Memories
Monument Care570-346-1828

Making sure your loved one’s memory is never forgotten.
Same day service, weather prevailing.

Before After

BEFORE AFTER
→→

Call 570-575-1184

WE ALSO OFFER FLOWER PLACEMENT!
www.askwww.askTRAVELWORLDTRAVELWORLD.com.com

CALL US FOR DETAILS!CALL US FOR DETAILS! 570.342.5790570.342.5790

435 GREEN RIDGE STREET, SCRANTON AT THE UNDERPASS

Find Us On

DELUXE CIE TOUR, 12-MEALS,

ALL TOURING PLUS SCOTTISH EVENING

VISIT: EDINBURGH-GLASGOW-LOCH NESS-

ST. ANDREWS-HIGHLANDS

& VISIT THE ISLE OF SKY!

VISIT: AMALFI-SALERNO-CAPRI-POMPEII
& NAPLES COMPLETE 1-WEEK TOUR,

11-MEALS, ALL SIGHTSEEING
“STAY IN A SEA VIEW ROOM RIGHT ON THE

MEDITERRANEAN!”
CALL NOW/ONLY 42-SEATS AVAILABLE!

“STAY AT THE OPRYLAND HOTEL”
COMPLETE 4-DAY TOUR, TOURS
GRAND OLE OPRY, DINNER SHOW

& MORE!!!
ALWAYS A SELLOUT!

ALL-INCLUSIVE WITH AIRFARE!
STAY AT DREAMS

(OCEAN VIEW ROOM)
GROUP DEPARTURE! CALL NOW!

INCLUDES AIRFARE!

#1 BUCKET LIST TOUR

COMPLETE 6-NIGHT TOUR!

PISA-LUCCA-MONTECATINI-FLORENCE-CINQUE TERRE-SIENA-SAN GIMIGNANO & MILAN

COMPLETE 10-DAY TOUR, 15-MEALS, ALL TOURING, WINE TASTINGS & MORE!

GENJOY 2 DAYS IN BERMUDAS

BUS INCLUDED TO THE PIER
BUS INCLUDED TO THE PIER

ALL MEALS, EXCURSIONS,

DRINKS & MUCH MORE!

OCTOBER 22-30, 2024OCTOBER 22-30, 2024

$3695 PP

FROMFROM

$899 PP
$1099 PP

CENTRAL PARK BALCONYCENTRAL PARK BALCONY

$1099 PP
(DELUXE TOUR)

8-MEALS, TOURS, CRUISES, ALL
ADMISSIONS TOO MANY
INCLUSIONS TO LIST!

$1175 PP
ALWAYS A SELL-OUT UNIQUE TOUR
8-MEALS, STAY AT THE MOUNTAIN

CLUB COG RAILWAY TO MT.
WASHINGTON & MUCH MORE
CALL FOR COMPLETE FLYER

$3695 PP
TUSCANY-PISA-LUCCA-CINQUETERRE-SIENNA-FLORENCETUSCANY-PISA-LUCCA-CINQUETERRE-SIENNA-FLORENCE

& SAN GIMIGNANO& SAN GIMIGNANO
COMPLETE CIE TOURWITH ALL SIGHTSEEING & AIRFARE INCLUDED!COMPLETE CIE TOURWITH ALL SIGHTSEEING & AIRFARE INCLUDED!
14-MEALS INCLUDINGTRUFFLE HUNTING &VISIT A VINEYARDWITHWINE!14-MEALS INCLUDINGTRUFFLE HUNTING &VISIT A VINEYARDWITHWINE!

$1199 PP
OCEANVIEW BALCONOCEANVIEW BALCON

FROMFROM $4895 PP

9-DAY SCOTTISH
DREAM TOUR

AMA WATERWAYS RIVER CRUISE
RHINE CASTLES & SWISS ALPSRHINE CASTLES & SWISS ALPS

OCTOBER 14-21. 2024OCTOBER 14-21. 2024

10-DAY FALL TREASURES OF TUSCANY TOUR
OCTOBER 26-NOVEMBER 4, 2024OCTOBER 26-NOVEMBER 4, 2024

LIBERTY OF THE SEAS
5-DAY FALL

BERMUDA CRUISE
SEPTEMBER 21-26, 2024SEPTEMBER 21-26, 2024

6-DAY NEW ENGLAND TOUR
CAPE COD-MARTHA’S VINEYARD & MYSTICCAPE COD-MARTHA’S VINEYARD & MYSTIC

AUGUST 25-30, 2024AUGUST 25-30, 2024

ANNOUNCINGANNOUNCING

8-DAY FALL AMALFI COAST &
SOUTHERN ITALY TOUR

CHRISTMAS TIME IN
NASHVILLE

7-DAY
“RIVIERA MAYA, MEXICO”

ICELAND - NORTHERN
LIGHT TOUR

SUMMER NEW ENGLAND
PURPLE MOOSE TOUR

JUNE 18-21, 2024JUNE 18-21, 2024

SYMPHONY OF THE SEAS
FALL BAHAMAS
CRUISE SPECIAL

OCTOBER 27-NOVEMBER 3, 2024OCTOBER 27-NOVEMBER 3, 2024

* INCLUDES
AIRFARE!

* INCLUDES
AIRFARE!

10-SEATS
LEFT

OCTOBER 7-14, 2024OCTOBER 7-14, 2024

$4195 PP
DECEMBER 3-6, 2024DECEMBER 3-6, 2024

$1699 PP

OCTOBER 8-15, 2024OCTOBER 8-15, 2024

$1799 PP
NOVEMBER 7-12, 2024NOVEMBER 7-12, 2024

$1995 PP

FEBRUARY 27 THRU MARCH 12, 2025
VISIT 6-PORTS OF CALL PLUS PANAMA CANAL:

ARUBA-CURACAO-CARTAGENA-COLON-COSTA RICA &

GRAND CAYMAN + 5-DAYS AT SEA!

THIS IS AN EXCLUSIVE “ALL INCLUSIVE CRUISE”

INCLUDING AIRFARE TO FT. LAUDERDALE & A PRE-NIGHT

STAY BEFORE THE CRUISE

SAIL ABOARD THE EMERALD PRINCESS IN 2025
EXCLUSIVE 12-NIGHT PANAMA CANAL CRUISE

& CARIBBEAN WINTER CRUISE

$3,995.00
PER PERSON
(OCEANVIEW BALCONY)

WE ARE LIMITED TO

50/PASSENGERS.

BON VOYAGE!!!!
CALL TRAVELWORLD TODAY @ 570-342-5790.

MUST BOOK BY 5/30/24 OR WHEN SELLS OUT.

* INCLUDES
AIRFARE!

* INCLUDES
AIRFARE!

www.askwww.askTRAVELWORLDTRAVELWORLD.com.com
CALL US FOR DETAILS!CALL US FOR DETAILS! 570.342.5790570.342.5790

435 GREEN RIDGE STREET, SCRANTON AT THE UNDERPASS
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8-DAY FALL AMALFI COAST &
SOUTHERN ITALY TOUR

CHRISTMAS TIME IN
NASHVILLE

7-DAY
“RIVIERA MAYA, MEXICO”

ICELAND - NORTHERN
LIGHT TOUR

SUMMER NEW ENGLAND
PURPLE MOOSE TOUR

JUNE 18-21, 2024JUNE 18-21, 2024

SYMPHONY OF THE SEAS
FALL BAHAMAS
CRUISE SPECIAL

OCTOBER 27-NOVEMBER 3, 2024OCTOBER 27-NOVEMBER 3, 2024

* INCLUDES
AIRFARE!

* INCLUDES
AIRFARE!

10-SEATS
LEFT

OCTOBER 7-14, 2024OCTOBER 7-14, 2024

$4195 PP
DECEMBER 3-6, 2024DECEMBER 3-6, 2024

$1699 PP

OCTOBER 8-15, 2024OCTOBER 8-15, 2024

$1799 PP
NOVEMBER 7-12, 2024NOVEMBER 7-12, 2024

$1995 PP

FEBRUARY 27 THRU MARCH 12, 2025
VISIT 6-PORTS OF CALL PLUS PANAMA CANAL:

ARUBA-CURACAO-CARTAGENA-COLON-COSTA RICA &

GRAND CAYMAN + 5-DAYS AT SEA!

THIS IS AN EXCLUSIVE “ALL INCLUSIVE CRUISE”

INCLUDING AIRFARE TO FT. LAUDERDALE & A PRE-NIGHT

STAY BEFORE THE CRUISE

SAIL ABOARD THE EMERALD PRINCESS IN 2025
EXCLUSIVE 12-NIGHT PANAMA CANAL CRUISE

& CARIBBEAN WINTER CRUISE

$3,995.00
PER PERSON
(OCEANVIEW BALCONY)

WE ARE LIMITED TO

50/PASSENGERS.

BON VOYAGE!!!!
CALL TRAVELWORLD TODAY @ 570-342-5790.

MUST BOOK BY 5/30/24 OR WHEN SELLS OUT.

* INCLUDES
AIRFARE!

* INCLUDES
AIRFARE!

435 Green Ridge Street, Scranton, Pa 18509
570-342-5790

601 Market Street, Kingston, Pa 18704
570-288-9311

Huntington Mills native preparing for 
ordination to the Dominican Order May 25

FAIRMOUNT SPRINGS - 
The Rev. Brother Andrew Cyril 
Stola, O.P., will be ordained to 
the Priesthood of Jesus Christ 
on Saturday, May 25, at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, D.C. 

The son of David and 
Teresita Stola, Br. Cyril grew 
up in Huntington Mills and 
attended Saint Martha’s Church in 
Fairmount Springs with his family. 

Brother Cyril graduated from 
Northwest Area High School 
in 2013, and he subsequently 
attended New York University, 
where he met the Dominican 
friars through the university 
chaplaincy. After graduating 
NYU with a degree in economics 
in May 2017, he entered the 
novitiate of the Dominican 
Province of Saint Joseph the same 

Summer, receiving the religious 
name Brother Cyril. 

The Dominican Order, also 
known as the Order of Preachers, 
was founded by Saint Dominic in 
1216 to preach the Gospel for the 
salvation of souls. 

Dominican friars pray 
together and serve the local Church 
through various ministries, and the 
Province of St. Joseph extends 
throughout the northeast region of 
the United States. 

Brother Cyril professed 
simple vows in the Dominican 
Order in August 2018. He 
professed solemn vows in 
February 2022, and he was 
ordained to the diaconate in 
March 2023 by Bishop Gerardo 
Colacicco, Auxiliary Bishop of 
the Archdiocese of New York. 

 Along with four other 
Dominican friars, Br. Cyril will 
be ordained to the priesthood by 
Archbishop Christopher Cardone, 
O.P., Archbishop of Honiara in
the Solomon Islands. 

Brother Cyril will offer a Mass 
of Thanksgiving at Saint Martha’s 
Church, 260 Bonnieville Road, 
Fairmount Springs, on Corpus 
Christi Sunday, June 2, at 10:00 a.m. 

A Eucharistic procession, 
an opportunity to receive a first 
priestly blessing, and a reception 
will follow the Mass.

Br. Andrew Cyril Stola, O.P.

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
deadline approaching May 26

SCRANTON - Any couples 
celebrating their 25th or 50th 
wedding anniversary in 2024 are 
reminded that the registration 
deadline for this year’s Wedding 

Anniversary Mass is May 26.
The Mass itself will be held 

on Sunday, June 23 at 2:30 p.m.
Visit the Diocesan website to 

register or for more information.
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Serving AllServing All
CatholicCatholic

Cemeteries in Cemeteries in 
NE PANE PA

Stop by to see why we are the
preferred memorial provider.

SELECTION
• Tri-state area’s largest • Over 400 memorials 

on display • More than 25 color choices

QUALIFICATION
• Family owned and operated for over 130 

years • Recommended by more than 15 
funeral homes • Superior workmanship

PRICE
• Buy direct from the manufacturer

• NO MIDDLEMAN!

Looking for theLooking for the
Perfect Monument?Perfect Monument?

1-800-824-5293 1-800-824-5293 •• 570-253-3300  570-253-3300 •• FAX: 570-253-3360 FAX: 570-253-3360

The clear choice 
for all your

memorial needs

www.martincaufi eldmemorialworks.com
mcmwphil@ptd.net

Full Service Granite Company Since 1877



Martin Caufi eld Memorial Works
249 Sunrise Ave., Honesdale, PA 18431

    Skilled Nursing

    Nursing Aides

    Social Work 

   Pastoral Care

    Registered Dietary

    Physical Therapy

    Occupational Therapy

    Speech Therapy

Home Health, Hospice and
Outpatient Therapy

Training Provided in:

CPR, First Aid and AED

Outpatient Therapy in

 Two Locations:

Sybertsville and The Laurels, Hazletoninfo@maylathhealth.com   email

Home Health, Hospice and
Outpatient Therapy

Where Can MartzWhere Can Martz
Tours Take You

?
Tours Take You

?

Check www.MartzBus.com/Tours  —  Join our email list for tour specials!
Call 570-821-3855 for more information.

2024: THE YEAR TO MAKE MEMORIES

Mount Laurel Festival
June 13-14 • Starting at $360

Download our

2024 Tour Cata
log!

We’re adding new
 

tours daily!

- LAST CALL ON THESE TOURS -
Save your seat with a deposit, make convenient, gradual payments.

NIAGARA FALLS
July 10-12 -USA SIDE
Sept. 3-5 -CANADA

Flight 93 Memorial
Sunday, May 26 • $135-$175

Guided Tour * Lunch

Historic Philadelphia
Monday, May 27 • $125-$179

2 Museums * 2 Meals

More Great Trips!
May 24: Daniel at Sight & Sound
June 8 & June 29: Seaside Heights
June 9: Lego Exhibit at Franklin Institute
June 15 & July 15: Ocean City NJ
June 18, July 23, Aug. 20: Atlantic City 
June 19: Broadway/Shopper’s Special 
June 23: Adventure Aquarium
July 6: Kutztown Folk Festival
July 11: Dodgers at Phillies
July 13: Blues, Brews & Bube’s
July 14: Bronx Zoo

July 16 & Aug. 10: Cape May 
July 20: Mountain Beer & Wine Fest
July 20 & Aug. 12: Wildwood 
July 21: Brooklyn Pizza Tour
July 26: Baltimore  Aquarium
July 27: Windmill Farm & Craft Market
Aug. 4: Peach Fest at Peddler’s Village
Aug. 17: Day in Gettysburg
Aug. 24: Wolf Sanctuary & Butterfly Atrium
Sept. 23: PA Grand Canyon
Sept. 26: Tribute to Rat Pack
Oct. 2: Fall Foliage Train Ride 
Oct. 4: Daniel at Sight & Sound

Scouts presented Pope Pius XII & Ad Altare Dei awards at Cathedral Mass
SCRANTON – Since 

becoming involved in scouting 
four years ago, Thomas Cain 
of Jermyn has made many new 
friends and gained more self-
confidence.

“As a boy scout, I try to 
advance by myself and not with 
other people. I try to do it on my 
own,” the sixth grader said. 

On April 20, 2024, Cain was 
one of ten young people who 
received awards as part of the 
Diocese of Scranton’s annual 
Scout Mass at the Cathedral of 
Saint Peter.

Cain, who is a parishioner of 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary 
Parish, was one of seven students 
to receive the Ad Altare Dei award, 
which centers on the Sacraments 
and equips a scout to take their 
place as a maturing Catholic.

The three other scouts 
received the Pope Pius XII 
emblem, which reflects the ideal 
of the youth’s growing awareness 
of the Word of God as well as 
their place in the world.

Ethan Stangline of Pleasant 
Mount, who is a parishioner of 
Saint Katherine Drexel Parish, 
also received the Ad Altare Dei 
award.

“Ad Altare Dei meant a lot of 
hard work and long determination. 
We had to answer questions 
based off how scouting relates to 

Baptism and the Sacraments and 
how it affects our daily lives,” the 
seventh grader explained.

Award recipient Ryan Fagan 
of Blessed Sacrament Parish in 
Throop said earning his Ad Altare 
Dei award was an important 
milestone.

“I think it means a lot 
because I learned a lot more than 
I knew before – mostly about 
marriage and baptism. The other 
Sacraments I knew somewhat 
about, even though Confirmation 
I didn’t know much about 
though,” Fagan said. 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
served as principal celebrant and 
homilist for the Scout Mass.

Brendan Kane, left, from Saint Maria Goretti Parish, Laflin, and Robert 
Franckiewicz from Saint Nicholas-Saint Mary Parish, Wilkes-Barre, 
show off the Pope Pius XII medals they each received at the Diocesan 
Scouts Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton on April 20, 
2024. (Photo/Mike Melisky)

After handing each scout his 
award, he congratulated them on 
their accomplishments.

“We are extremely proud of 
you. You are a wonderful sign to 
all of us – of the young Church of 
this Diocese – and of a future that 
is bright and hope-filled because of 
you,” Bishop Bambera said. “We 
are richly blessed by all of you.”

In the days following the 
Mass, the Boy Scouts of America 
announced a change in name - 
becoming “Scouting America” 
in Feb. 2025 - but it will not 
affect affiliated Catholic scout 
troops, the executive director of 
the Catholic Church’s official 
committee overseeing Scouting 
programs in the U.S. told OSV 
News.

“It doesn’t really impact us 
at all,” said John Anthony, who 
heads up the National Catholic 
Committee on Scouting, which 
sponsors Catholic Scouting.
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VOLKSWAGENS

S. Main at Elm, Scranton
570-347-5656

KELLY
MOTOR CO.

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS

AUTHORIZED 
VOLKSWAGEN DEALER

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Missionary Childhood Association
The Society of St. Peter the Apostle
Missionary Union of Priests and Religious

www.onefamilyinmission.org

PONTIFICAL MISSION
SOCIETIES
IN THE UNITED STATES

MISSION MESSAGEMISSION MESSAGE

By Father Brian J.T. Clarke
Diocesan Director,

Pontifical Mission Societies

Go Forth~The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Missionary Childhood Association
The Society of St. Peter the Apostle
Missionary Union of Priests and Religious

www.onefamilyinmission.org

PONTIFICALMISSION
SOCIETIES
IN THE UNITED STATES

MISSION MESSAGEMISSION MESSAGE

By Father Brian J.T. Clarke
Diocesan Director,

Pontifical Mission Societies

Go Forth~
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Missionary Childhood Association
The Society of St. Peter the Apostle
Missionary Union of Priests and Religious

www.onefamilyinmission.org

PONTIFICALMISSION
SOCIETIES
IN THE UNITED STATES

MISSION MESSAGEMISSION MESSAGE

By Father Brian J.T. Clarke
Diocesan Director,

Pontifical Mission Societies

Go Forth~By Shannon Kowalski
Diocesan Director,

Pontifical Mission Societies

Uniting Hearts in Prayer: 
World Mission Rosary

Print, Mail, Fulfillment & Promotional Items

www.pdqprint.com

BUILDING YOUR BRAND
570.343.0414 • Taylor, PA 18517

mesko.com
SCRANTON | WILKES-BARRE 
HONESDALE | ALLENTOWN

AUTO | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL

90 years.

Your clear 
glass choice 

for over 

LOOKING FOR A CD ALTERNATIVE?
6 Year Fixed Annuity

6 Year Term

5.00%
$5000 Minimum 

Tax Deferred
 Surrender Charge (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%, Yr3-4%

Yr4-3%, Yr5-2%, Yr6-1%)
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1

Park 2 Annuity
2 Year Term

4.50%
$1000 Minimum

Tax Deferred
Surrender Charges (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%)

10% Free Withdrawal per Year
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1, 12012010

“FOR GOD 
& NATION”

FIRSTFIRST
CATHOLIC CATHOLIC 
SLOVAKSLOVAK
UNIONUNION

Michael J. Ricci, CRPC
P.O. Box 100, Olyphant, PA 18447

800-324-2890

Plans provide full withdrawl at the end of the stated term.
Rates are subject to change. Annuity contracts issued by First Catholic 
Slovak Union, a fraternal benefit society founded in Cleveland, OH in 
1890. Not available in all states. Not FDIC or NCUSIF Insured. 

The World Mission Rosary, 
also known as the Rosary of 
the Nations, was introduced by 
Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. 
Sheen in the 1950s. Its design is 
distinctive, featuring colored beads 
representing five different regions 
of the world, each assigned a 
specific prayer intention. 

The white bead represents 
Europe — the seat of the Pope; 
green represents Africa, for the 
growth of faith; red symbolizes the 
Americas, calling to mind the fire 
of faith that brought missionaries to 
America; blue signifies the Pacific 
Islands, for peace; and yellow 
stands for Asia, for missionary 
efforts in the morning light of the 
East. This innovative approach 
encourages Catholics to pray not 
only for their personal intentions, 
but also for the universal needs of 
the Church and of the world.

As May unfolds, Catholics 
around the world celebrate the 

month dedicated to Mary, the 
Mother of God. It is a time when 
believers turn their hearts and minds 
to the Blessed Mother, seeking her 
intercession and guidance. May, 
fittingly, is also a time to reflect 
on Mary’s role as Our Lady Queen 
of Peace, a title that magnifies her 
maternal concern for the well-being 
and harmony of humanity.

At the heart of the World 
Mission Rosary’s intentions lies a 
profound call for peace, particularly 
in regions ravaged by conflict 
and strife. Among these regions, 
the Holy Land holds a special 
significance as the birthplace of 
Christianity and a focal point of 
religious tension. 

The ongoing Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, marked by decades of 
violence and displacement, has 
resulted in immense suffering for 
both Israelis and Palestinians. In 
the Holy Land, the call for peace is 
not merely a political aspiration but 
a deeply spiritual one. It resonates 
with the prayers of millions of 
Christians who long to see the land 
where Jesus walked, preached, 
and died and rose from the dead, 
restored to a state of harmony and 
tranquility. 

The World Mission Rosary 

serves as a tangible expression of 
solidarity with the suffering and a 
channel for invoking God’s grace 
upon those embroiled in conflict.

Pope Francis has consistently 
emphasized the importance of 
prayer as a means of promoting 
peace, reconciliation, and dialogue 
among nations. In his apostolic 
exhortation Evangelii Gaudium 
(“The Joy of the Gospel”), he 
writes, “Peace in society cannot be 
understood as pacification or the 
mere absence of violence resulting 
from the domination of one part of 
society over others. Nor does true 
peace act as a pretext for justifying 
a social structure which silences or 
appeases the poor, so that the more 
affluent can placidly support their 
lifestyle while others have to make 
do as they can.” 

The World Mission Rosary 
embodies this vision of peace as 
a holistic and inclusive reality, 
encompassing social justice, 
reconciliation, and the common 
good.

The World Mission Rosary is 
not merely a string of beads but 
a profound expression of faith, 
solidarity, and compassion. As 
Catholics lift up their hearts in 
prayer during the month of Mary, 
we stand in solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters in the Holy 
Land, asking for God’s mercy and 
grace upon all who suffer amidst 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

In a world marred by division, 
the World Mission Rosary reminds 
us of our shared humanity and our 
common destiny, urging us to work 
tirelessly for peace, justice, and 
reconciliation. 

I invite you to join me in 
praying the rosary during the month 
of May, uniting our intentions with 
those of countless others around 
the world. If you happen to have a 
World Mission Rosary, pay special 
attention to the yellow beads while 
praying for peace in the Holy Land. 

Through Mary’s maternal 
intercession, let us seek the grace 
to be instruments of God’s peace in 
a troubled world. Our Lady Queen 
of Peace, pray for us!
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Attorney at Law
279 Pierce Street, Kingston
570.287.1156

Real Estate
Living Wills

Estate Planning & Administration
Municipal Law

A Different
Kind of Lawyer

Jonathan A.  Spohrer

STATUES      STENCILS      GOLD LEAF      MURAL RESTORATION        

(570) 343-2899
Church Painting and Decorating

ROBERT RITTERBECK

Please visit our website at www.Ritterbeck.com

Catholic Women’s Conference is now 
only three weeks away!

SCRANTON - Tickets are 
still available for the ‘Refresh 
Your Faith’ Catholic Women’s 
Conference, to be held on Saturday, 
June 8, at Marywood University.

The three keynote speakers 
for the day will be Father Justin 
Cinnante, O.Carm., Jackie 
Francois Angel, and Father 
Giuseppe Maria Siniscalchi, CFR. 
Biographies of each speaker are 
located online at the conference 
website, cwcnepa.com.

The day-long conference 
will begin with Mass, celebrated 
by the Most Rev. Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
and there will be opportunities for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and fellowship throughout the 
day.

There is a special Friday 
night event/dinner opportunity 
with Father Justin as well. 
Details  are available online or by 
scanning the QR code bleow.

Vocations Golf Classic to be held July 8
DORRANCE TOWNSHIP- 

Parishioners and friends of 
the Diocese of Scranton have 
expressed their overwhelming 
support for the priesthood 
through the Vocations Golf 
Classic – John Yourishen 
Memorial Tournament since it 
began more than a decade ago.

This year’s event will be 
held Monday, July 8, at Blue 
Ridge Trail Golf Club, Mountain 
Top. The day begins with lunch 
at 11 a.m., 12 noon shotgun 
start, and reception and dinner 
immediately following. Father 
Alex Roche, Diocesan Director 
of Vocations and Seminarians, is 
the tournament chair.

Tournament proceeds 
fund discernment 
programs for men 
considering the priestly 
vocation as well as help 
cover costs for men in 
seminary formation. 
Funds may also be used to 
alleviate concerns for men 
responding to God’s call 
who have prior financial 
obligations.

Donations of any amount 
are welcome. To register to 
play, sponsor the event, or just 
make a donation, go online to 
the Diocese of Scranton website 
(dioceseofscranton.org). You also 
have the ability to purchase 50/50 

tickets online to win half of the 
ticket revenue raised. 

Join us for a day of great golf 
and great food and fellowship 
in support of our Diocese of 
Scranton seminarians, the future 
shepherds of our church.

Catholic Social Services plans ‘A Night Under the Stars’
HAZLETON – With the 

weather warming up, Catholic 
Social Services is excited to 
announce the return of a popular 
event being planned for Friday, 
June 14, 2024.

‘A Night Under the Stars’ 
will be a dinner/dance and will 
take place from 6:00 – 10:00 p.m., 
and will feature entertainment by 
“Six Shots.”

What makes this event so 
unique, is it will be a “pop-up” 
style event. The venue will remain 
a surprise and will be hosted at 
an “unusual location” where a 
typical dinner/dance event would 
not normally be held. Attendees 
will be notified about the location 
of the event by text/email two 
hours prior to it taking place. 

The cost to attend the ‘A 

Night Under the Stars’ event 
is $60/per person. Registration 
is now available online at the 
Diocese of Scranton website at 
www.dioceseofscranton.org/css/
catholic-social-services or tickets 
can also be purchased by calling 
(570) 455-1521.

Attendees must be 21 years
of age. The event will take place 
rain or shine.
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Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law 

enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee 
or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the matter to law 
enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has 
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual 
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. 

It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese 
is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of 
the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which includes supporting victims 
of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, information regarding 
an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, 
Mary Beth Pacuska at (570) 862-7551.

Aviso al Respecto de Reportar el Abuso Sexual de Un Menor de Edad
Es la norma de la Diócesis de Scranton reportar cualquier alegación de abuso sexual de un 

menor de edad a las autoridades. Si usted es una víctima de abuso sexual cometido por un sacerdote, 
diácono, religioso o empleado laico, o voluntario de la Diócesis de Scranton, usted está obligado a 
reportar el asunto inmediatamente a las autoridades de la ley.

Si algún sacerdote, diácono, religioso, empleado laico o voluntario de la Diócesis de Scranton 
tiene  sospecha de que un menor de edad ha sido sujeto a cualquier forma de abuso, incluyendo 
abuso sexual de menor de edad, el asunto será reportado a las autoridades de la ley.

Es la norma de la Diócesis defender todas las regulaciones civiles y del estado. Al fin de que la Diócesis 
esté comprometida igualmente a defender las normas del Código de Derecho Canónico y defender los principios 
de la Carta Para la Protección de Niños y Jóvenes (Conferencia de los Obispos Católicos de los Estados 
Unidos), lo cual incluye apoyar a las víctimas de abuso sexual en pos del bienestar emocional y espiritual.

Por eso, información respecto a una alegación del asunto sexual de un menor de edad, debe ser reportada 
a la Coordinadora Diocesana de Asistencia para Las Víctimas, Mary Beth Pacuska, a (570) 862-7551.

1 ITEM OR COMPLETE ESTATES1 ITEM OR COMPLETE ESTATES

570-430-2370

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES WANTED

Post Cards
Books
Military
Mining Items
Tools

Guns
Sporting Items
Glassware
Toys
Clocks

Sewing
   Machines
Light
   Fixtures
Magazines

Old books, postcards, cigarette lighters, 
mining & railroad items, match box toys, all 
antiques & anything old. 570-430-2370.

Buying Antiques and furniture. If you are 
settling an estate, or have any: Gold;
Silver; Coins; Mining or RR items; Old 
Sewing Machines; Bookcases; B/R or
D/R Furniture - ANYTHING OLD, please 
give us a call. We have been in the estate 
furniture business since 1972 (no other 
antique dealer in this valley has been in 
business longer)and we do it full time. Com-
plete Estate Cleanout Service-Keystone
Antiques, Paul L. Cicon. 570-498-6068.

WANTED TO BUY

SCRANTON - Beautiful 3rd flr apt at 205 
S. Webster Ave. in the Nativity section of 
Scranton. Three large rooms, kitchen & 
bath, stove & refrigerator. Utilities includ-
ed. Laundry room on ground level. Quiet, 
family-operated building. Non-smoking/no 
pets. Credit check & security required. Rent:
$700/month. Call 570-961-5899.

WANTED TO BUY

Old books, postcards, cigarette lighters, 
mining & railroad items, match box toys, all 
antiques & anything old. 570-430-2370.

Buying Antiques and furniture. If you are 
settling an estate, or have any: Gold; 
Silver; Coins; Mining or RR items; Old 
Sewing Machines; Bookcases; B/R or 
D/R Furniture - ANYTHING OLD, please 
give us a call. We have been in the estate 
furniture business since 1972 (no other 
antique dealer in this valley has been in 
business longer) and we do it full time. Com-
plete Estate Cleanout Service-Keystone 
Antiques, Paul L. Cicon. 570-498-6068.

WANTED TO BUY

SCRANTON - Beautiful 3rd flr apt at 205 
S. Webster Ave. in the Nativity section of 
Scranton. Three large rooms, kitchen & 
bath, stove & refrigerator. Utilities includ-
ed. Laundry room on ground level. Quiet, 
family-operated building. Non-smoking/no 
pets. Credit check & security required. Rent:
$700/month. Call 570-961-5899.

WANTED TO BUY

S&K ANTIQUES
We buy old Christmas & Halloween items,

as well as old toys, old advertising, military, mining & 
railroad items, musical instruments, beer items, lamps

& clocks, sewing machines, watches, jewelry & more. 
WE BUY ANYTHING OLD!

570-954-4023 • FREE APPRAISALS

COUNSELING SERVICES
Patrick F. Cioni, M.S., M.A., L.P.C.

Individual & Marriage Counseling. Most 
Insurances Accepted. 570-848-7272.

JMJ CATHOLIC RADIO 
IS MOVING
FROM 98.9 FM
TO 104.5 FM

The new station will reach over 
300,000 listeners! 

JMJ RADIO an EWTN Affiliate

jmj catholic radio has moved
from 98.998.9 fm to 104.5 fm104.5 fm
The new station will reach over

300,000 listeners!
JMJ RADIO an EWTN Affiliate

MCDADE - CHICHILLA APARTMENTS
230 Lackawanna Avenue, Olyphant, PA 18447

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
• 62 or older, handicapped or disabled

• Apartments designed for the mobility handicapped
Rent based on 30% of your income.

Includes all utilities except cable and telephone.
Telephone: (570) 489-4756

• CLOSE TO ALL AMENITIES •

Classifieds    •    Classifieds    •  Classifieds    •    Classifieds    • 

ADVERTISE IN
The Catholic Light

570-207-2229
EManley@

DioceseofScranton.org

Dependable driver for all your local or long 
distance trips (excluding NYC).

Call or text Bernie at 570-718-7779 

DRIVER

BUYING

• PRE-1980 •

Call John at 570-430-6633

Baseball  •  Football  •  Basketball
& Non-Sports Cards

Assisted Living
Skilled Nursing & Short Term Rehab
570-842-5274 • 570-842-7621

www.StMarysVilla.com

We were at mother’s house all the time, and yet she would con-
tinue to call, asking why we didn’t visit. It wasn’t until mother
went to live at St. Mary’s Villa Assisted Living that I under stood.

We were with her often, but to my mother it was never a visit.We
did her laundry, prepared her meals, managed her medications
and planned doctors’ appointments-but we never just visited.
Now we can, and I haven’t seen my mother as happy in a long
time.

• Chapel • Ice Cream Parlor • Salon • Movie Theater • Courtyard
• Fitness Room • Outdoor Garden • Library • Private Lounges

From our Family to Yours —

 Happy Mother’s Day!

We were at mother’s house all the time, and yet she would continue to 
call, asking why we didn’t visit.  It wasn’t until mother went to live at 
St. Mary’s Villa Assisted Living that I understood.

We were with her often, but to my mother it was never a visit. We 
did her laundry, prepared her meals, managed her medications and 
planned doctor’s appointments - but we never just visited. Now we 
can, and I haven’t seen my mother as happy in a long time.
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Pentec� Celebratio�
Com, Hol� Spiri� !!

Saturday, May 18 St. Maria Goretti

Doors open - 8:30 42 Redwood Dr.

Coffee & Donuts Laflin, PA

Com, Hol��r !!

Our speaker is Rev. Joseph Ita-Sam, CM, who
is a Roman Catholic priest from Akwa-Ibom
State in Nigeria. He was ordained into the
sacred priesthood on 13 July 2018 in Enugu,
Nigeria.
He was sent on Mission to the United States in
2018, and he is stationed as parochial vicar in
St. Vincent DePaul Church, Germantown, PA.
He is also studying to gain his Master’s
degree in Clinical Counseling in Marriage and
Family Therapy at LaSalle University.

FREE REGISTRATION…FREE LIGHT LUNCH
(Hoagie, Chips, & Beverage)

**YOU MUST BE PRE-REGISTERED FOR LUNCH!**
Choice of Tuna, Turkey, Italian,

or Veggie Hoagie.
For Registration and Hoagie selection please go

online to

https://ccrscranton.org/news/pentecost-celebration

Cutoff date for ordering hoagies is
Wednesday, May 15, 2024.

DIR: From Route 15 in South Williamsport, take Route 654 West to Bastress. (10 miles)

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
5973 Jacks Hollow Road, Bastress, Pa.
Invite You To Attend Their Annual

SUNDAY, MAY 19TH

Turkey & Ham DinnerTurkey & Ham Dinner
Dinner from Noon until 6 P.M.

2x3 @$11.85
$71.10

• ALL TAKE-OUTS ARE $11 •

Fr. Bert Kozen and the parishioners of

SPRING DINNER

Dinner includes turkey, ham, stuffing, mashed potatoes
 noodles, gravy, corn, salad, homemade bread. 

$12.00/Adults • $6/Children (4-12 yrs) • 3 and under free

Dine-In & Take-out are both available.  Take-out meals are Adult ONLY. 

Sandwiches, Ice Cream, French Fries & Soda will be available outside as well. 

F

Stop in and purchase your lunch while you check out the basket raffle!
Sausages & Peppers, Hamburgers & Hotdogs,

and so many more tasty treats!

ANNUAL FLEAANNUAL FLEA
MARKETMARKET

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE

June 21 • 22 • 23
Friday: 8 AM–3 PM • Saturday: 9 AM–3 PM • Sunday: 12:30–4PM 

Something for everyone – Collectibles, furniture, jewelry, 
handbags, tools, shoes, toys, holiday, books, crafts, frames, 

prints, lawn & garden, and much more.

www.qopchurch.org or 610-681-6137.  •  Our Lady Queen of Peace Church
Route 209 & Weir Lake Road. Brodheadsville, PA.

Annual Flea MarketAnnual Flea Market
Rain or 

       
Rain or 

       
Shine!Shine!

Rain or        
Rain or        Shine!Shine!

Friday & Saturday • June 14 & 15Friday & Saturday • June 14 & 15
Fri.6 pm-11pm • Sat. 5pm-11pmFri.6 pm-11pm • Sat. 5pm-11pm

Rev. Cyril  D. Edwards Invites All To Attend!Rev. Cyril  D. Edwards Invites All To Attend!
CORNER OF WAYNE & WEST MARKET STS., NORTH SCRANTON

Games  Raffle Baskets  Wine & Spirits

2x3 $71.10

HOLY ROSARY CENTERHOLY ROSARY CENTER

Mary, Mother of God ParishMary, Mother of God Parish

Block PartyBlock Party

7-11pm Music by Picture Perfect
Sat: 5-6:30pm Music by Jim Cerminaro; 7-11pm Music by Mace in Dickson Band








 

 

Parish Bazaar, Picnic & Festival Listing
Immaculate Conception 

in Bastress — May 19. Annual 
Spring Turkey & Ham Dinner will 
be hosted from noon to 6 p.m. at 
the parish, 5973 Jacks Hollow 
Road, Bastress; dine-in and take-
out dinners available, featuring 
turkey, ham, stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, noodles, gravy, corn, 
salad & homemade bread. Cost: 
$12, adults; $6, children (ages 
4-12). Take-out dinners are adult-
portion only. Other refreshments
include sandwiches, ice cream,
French fries, and soda beverages.

Mary, Mother of God in 
Scranton — June 14 & 15. 
Parish “Block Party” will be held 
Friday, from 6 to 11 p.m., and 

Saturday, 5 to 11 p.m., on the 
grounds of Holy Rosary Center, 
corner of Wayne & West Market 
streets, North Scranton. Live 
entertainment: Friday, Picture 
Perfect, 7 to 11 p.m.; Saturday, 
Jim Cerminaro, 5 to 6:30 p.m., 
followed by Mace in Dickson 
Band, 7 to 11 p.m. Festival 
includes games, raffle baskets, and 
wine & spirits.

Saint Faustina Kowalska 
in Nanticoke — June 21 & 
22, from 5 to 11 p.m. Annual 
Homecoming Festival held on the 
grounds of Saint Faustina Grove, 
Old Newport Street, Sheatown 
section. Featuring picnic foods, 
games & children’s activities. 

Live music: Lance Thomas 
Band (Friday) and Idol Kings 
(Saturday). Saturday vigil “Mass 
in the Grove” at 4 p.m.; music by 
Joe Stanky & The Cadets.

Divine Mercy in Scranton 
— June 21-23. Annual Picnic on 
the parish/church grounds, located 
at 312 Davis St. in the Minooka 
section of Scranton. Three-day 
summer festival features fresh 
homemade foods, games & 
entertainment for all ages.



26  The Catholic Light •MAY 16, 2024

 SPECIALIZING IN GROUP TOURS  -  570.288.8849

S  B&& ours

* Per Person - Includes: Airfare, airport
transportation, taxes, hotel, guided 
tours, meals and more! Based on double 
occupancy with payment by cash or check.

.

$3949.00 *
ALL INCLUSIVE!

TAORMINA
The Jewel of Sicily!

9 day/7 Night Tour includes: 
TAORMINA, SIRACUSA, CATANIA, MT. ETNA 

+ MINI CRUISE TO EOLIAN ISLANDS!

Sept. 14-22, 2024

Presents

Check www.MartzTours.com 
or Call 570-821-3855
for more information.

Where Can MartzWhere Can Martz
Tours Take You

?
Tours Take You

?

- LAST CALL FOR THIS INSPIRATIONAL TOUR -

JUNE 24-28, 2024 • 5 DAYS/4 NIGHTS
$1,150-$1,595 Based on Occupancy

Flight 93 Memorial  

INCLUDES:
• 4 NIGHTS’ ACCOMM.
• 9 MEALS
• ALL ADMISSIONS
•BAGGAGE FEES, TAXES
& GRATUITIES

GREAT SIDE TRIPS

Fallingwater

CASTLES OF NY
& STATE CAPITOL
JULY 30-AUG. 2
LUNCH AT CULINARY

INSTITUTE ON WAY HOME
DETAILS CALL KAY @570-335-7917

STUCKER TOURS
570-655-8458 • For a complete list of tours • www.stuckertours.com

RESORTS WORLD CATSKILLS CASINO $25 SLOT, $15 FOOD • JULY 28 • Only $63
WIND CREEK CASINO & OUTLETS • $25 Slot • JUNE 30 • $58

NASHVILLE & MEMPHIS - GRACELAND, GRAND OLE OPRY, 12 MEALS • AUGUST 4-12 • $2469
HORSE-DRAWN WAGON TOUR OF THE PA GRAND CANYON, WELLSBORO

Plus Riverboat Cruise & Luncheon at the Penn Wells Hotel • AUGUST 17 • $219
ATLANTIC CITY OVERNITE AT RESORTS CASINO HOTEL 
AUGUST 25-26 • $219 - $15 SLOTPLAY & $25 FOOD CREDIT

NIAGARA FALLS & TORONTO, CANADA • SEPTEMBER 22-25 – 5 MEALS • $989
GREEN DRAGON FLEA & FARMERS MARKET AND SHADY MAPLE • OCTOBER 18 • $149
LAKE TOBIAS WILDLIFE SAFARI TOUR & ZOO PLUS SCENIC TRAIN RIDE • SEPT. 7

Visit to Broad Street Market with local vendors • $159
FINGER LAKES LUNCHEON CRUISE  • JULY 27

Sightseeing Cruise on beautiful Lake Seneca with live entertainment
plus wine tasting at Magnus Ridge Winery • $219

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND SEPT. 2-5 • Welcome Pizza Party • $735

“DANIEL” SIGHT & SOUND THEATER • $209
July 20 • Incl. a meal at the new Hershey Farm 
Restaurant & visit to Kitchen Kettle Village.

OCTOBER 24  • Incl. a meal at an authentic Amish 
home & dairy farm & visit to Village Farm Market.

THE GREENBRIER RESORT, LOCATED IN THE 
BEAUTIFUL ALLEGHENY MOUNTAINS

6 exquisite meals, Casino w/$20 rebate, daily list of 
activities incl. optional Bunker Tour (the once top-
secret cold war fall out shelter) • Oct. 27-30 • $1799

World Refugee Day 2024 to be held June 22 in Scranton
SCRANTON – The public 

is invited to celebrate and honor 
World Refugee Day!

On Saturday, June 22, 2024, 
everyone is invited to join local 

Scranton refugee communities for a 
time of sharing, learning, fellowship 
and celebration that honors global 
refugees. This year’s theme is, ‘A 
World Where Refugees Are Always 
Welcomed,’ which focuses on the 
power of inclusion and solutions 
for refugees.

The event will be held from 
2 - 4 p.m. at Nay Aug Park in 
Scranton (on the Greenhouse side 
of Nay Aug Park). The celebration 
will include cultural songs and 
music, refreshments, games and 
activities for kids. 

World Refugee Day is 
an annual international day, 
designated by the United Nations, 
to celebrate the strength and 
courage of people who have been 
forced to flee their home countries 
to escape conflict or persecution.

Several community agencies 
are working together to put together 
the 2024 World Refugee Celebration, 
including Catholic Social Services 
of the Diocese of Scranton, the 
Church of Saint Gregory in Clarks 

Green, The University of Scranton, 
United Neighborhood Centers 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania, 
Ignatian Volunteer Corps, Islamic 
Center of Scranton, Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate Unit, 
Congolese Community of Scranton, 
Bhutanese Cultural Foundation 

Scranton Association, Saigon 
Corner Vietnamese Restaurant, The 
Hexagon Project, and Pennsylvania 
Department of Education – Migrant 
Education Program.

More volunteers and 
community partners are always 
welcome to participate. 
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Catholic HappeningsCatholic Happenings

Tree & ShrubTree & Shrub

☑ All types of tree and shrub pruning. 

☑ Large shade trees to tiny ornamentals 
and everything in between.

☑ Proficient and technical tree climber.

☑ Beautifying landscapes for over 20 
years.

☑  Specializing in fruit tree care.

Bringing knowledge, experience and enthusiasm to every job!Bringing knowledge, experience and enthusiasm to every job!

WORKING
ALL YEAR ROUND!

Call Tim: 570-240-5161

Tim Morris 
ISA

Certified
Arborist

MA-4561A

AUBURNAUBURN
GIFTS FOR GRADS & DADS!

Patron Saint Medals, Statues, & Prayer Cards
Rosaries, Scapulars, Bracelets, Lapel Pins, & Auto Visor Clips

Children’s Books, Christening Gifts, & Religious Pictures
St. Joseph the Homeseller Kits, Last Suppers, & Crucifixes

452 Hazle Street - Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 - 570-823-3818
W

Browse our beautiful, diverse, & extensive selection of religious itemsBrowse our beautiful, diverse, & extensive selection of religious items

RRELIGIOUS ITEMS ELIGIOUS ITEMS 
FOR EVERYDAY & SPECIAL OCCASIONS

   BEDWICK’S
  Pharmacy & Gifts  Pharmacy & Gifts

F

Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri: 9 a.m.–6 p.m. • Tues:  9 a.m.-3 p.m. Thurs: 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Sat: 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

SCRANTON — Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Sister Mary Persico, 
Ed.D., who will retire as the 12th 
president of Marywood University 
on June 30, will address the 
graduates at Marywood’s 106th 
commencement on May 18.

Sister Mary will be recognized 
with a special tribute at the ceremony, 
which begins 
at  1 p.m. at 
M o h e g a n 
Sun Arena at 
Casey Plaza, 
Wilkes-Barre 
Township.

A 
H a z l e t o n 
native, Sister 
Mary attended 
M a r y w o o d 
as an undergraduate and, in her 
junior year, entered the IHM 
Congregation, finishing her studies 
as a candidate. Upon earning her 
bachelor’s degree in education and 
French from Marywood in 1969, she 
received a master’s degree in French 
from Assumption College and her 
doctorate in educational leadership 
from Lehigh University.

Under Sister Mary’s leadership 
since her appointment as Marywood 
president in 2016, the institution 
has made significant strides in 
scholarly life by restructuring and 
streamlining the colleges within 
the University, adding or expanding 
severa l  s igna ture  academic 
programs, and establishing the 
office of Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion, and Global Education.

Philanthropic Alumnus
to Address King’s Grads
Wyoming Valley nat ive, 

philanthropist and King’s alumnus 
Ed Kearney (’74), founder and 
chairman of Kearney & Company, 
P.C. — one of the largest certified
public accounting firms in the

Catholic colleges in Diocese set to stage spring commencement ceremonies 
United States — will deliver the 
keynote address for the 75th annual 
King’s College commencement on 
Friday, May 17, at Mohegan Sun 
Arena at Casey Plaza, Wilkes-Barre 
Township.

Kearney will also receive an 
honorary Doctor of Humanities 
degree during the event, which 
begins with the procession of 
graduates at 12:30 p.m., followed 
by the graduation program at 1 p.m.

The commencement speaker’s 
philanthropy includes student 
scholarship funds at George Mason 
University, Howard University, 
the Virginia Society of CPAs, and 
King’s College in Wilkes-Barre.

In 2020, the Kearney family 
committed $1 million to fund two 
annual full-tuition scholarships for 
King’s junior and senior accounting 

majors, based 
o n  a c a d e m i c 
merit, economic 
need, and civic 
service. Due to 
such generosity, 
the  co l l ege’s 
a c c o u n t i n g 
p r o g r a m  h a s 
been renamed 
t h e  K e a r n e y 

& Company Depar tment  of 
Accounting.

Kearney, who serves on the 
King’s board of directors, also 
supports the accounting program 
with multiple internship and 
employment opportunities. To date, 
his company has hired more than 70 
King’s College students.

University of Scranton
Graduation on May 19

The principal speaker at The 
University of Scranton’s 2024 
undergraduate commencement 
ceremony on Sunday, May 19, 
will be Shabana Basij-Rasikh, the 
co-founder and president of the 

School of Leadership, Afghanistan 
(SOLA), which is the first and only 
boarding school for Afghan girls, 
currently operating in Rwanda, 
Central Africa.

Basij-Rasikh will also receive 
an honorary degree at the ceremony 
that begins at 11 a.m. at the Mohegan 
Sun Arena at Casey Plaza, Wilkes-
Barre Township.

Living in Kabul in Afghanistan, 
Basij-Rasikh was six years old 
when the Taliban seized power in 
1996. Under their regime, girls were 
completely forbidden from attending 

school.
Wi th  the 

regime’s fal l 
in 2001, girls 
r e t u r n e d  t o 
school openly 
in Afghanistan. 
Bas i j -Ras ikh 
would attend 
high school in 
the U.S.  and 
graduated from 

Middlebury College in Vermont. 
It was during her collegiate career 
that she co-founded the School of 
Leadership, Afghanistan (SOLA) in 
2008 with the mission of providing 
access to quality education for girls 
in her homeland.

In April of 2021, when it 
became evident that the Taliban 
would regain control in Afghanistan, 
Basij-Rasikh began preparations to 
move SOLA from Afghanistan to 
Rwanda, where the boarding school 
continues to operate.

Sister Mary
Persico, IHM

Ed Kearney

Shabana
Basij-Rasikh

Misericordia graduations held May 11 on campus
DALLAS — Misericordia University hosted commencement 

ceremonies for the Class of 2024 on May 11 at the university.
In the graduate student commencement, 90 graduate students 

were awarded master’s and/or doctorate degrees.
During the undergraduate ceremony, a total of 208 graduates 

were awarded their bachelor’s degrees.
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Saturday, June 22, 2024
1:00 PM - Confessions

1:30 PM - Rosary
2:00 PM - Mass & Healing Service

 An Afternoon of Healing
with

Fr. Pio Mandato, FMHJ
Fr. Pio Mandato, FMHJ is a Franciscan priest living as a missionary hermit. He 
was born in Italy and along with his brother Vincenzo, received his first holy 
communion from Saint Pio before coming to the USA. He grew up in New Jersey 
and entered the Capuchin Franciscans at the age of 17, and was ordained in 
1985. In 1998 he was accepted in the Diocese of Scranton, Pa., and now lives 
a life of solitude, prayer and intercession. He is also Chaplain to the Capuchin 
Sisters of Nazareth and at times is engaged in the preaching apostolate.

Fr. Pio Mandato, FMHJ
Main Celebrant & Homilist

Msgr. Neil Van Loon
Mass Concelebrant & 

Chaplain Order of Malta, 
Scranton Chapter

St. Paul’s Church
1510 Penn Ave., Scranton

Father Pio will bring a relic of Saint Padre Pio and bless everyone individually at the end of the liturgy.

LAFLIN — The Congregation 
of the Oblates of Saint Joseph will 
commemorate the annual feast 
of their founder, Saint Joseph 
Marello, with a triduum (three-
day) devotion  prior to the feast day 
celebration on Thursday, May 30.

Priests of the Oblates of Saint 
Joseph will offer three Eucharistic 
liturgies for the feast of Saint 
J o s e p h 
Mare l lo  on 
May 30 at 8 
a.m., noon &
7 p.m. in the
C h a p e l  o f
Saint Joseph,
1880 Route
315, Laflin. 
Following the 
evening Mass, 
a reception will be held for all 
guests, hosted by the Oblate Laity 
Association.

In preparation for the feast 
day, a triduum of Masses will be 
offered Monday (Memorial Day) 
thru Wednesday, May 27–29, in 
the Oblates chapel. Devotions to 
the congregation’s founder will 
follow the liturgies with individual 
blessing of his first-class relic.

 Sa in t  Joseph  Mare l lo 
(1844–1895) was a priest of the 
Diocese of Asti in the Piedmont 
region of Italy. Ten years after his 
ordination in 1868, he founded 
the Congregation of the Oblates 
of Saint Joseph. 

The future Saint Joseph 
Marello was eventually appointed 
to serve as bishop of the nearby 
Diocese of Acqui. He died in 
Savona, Italy, on May 30, 1895, 
at the age of 50.

Pope Saint John Paul II 
canonized Bishop Marello a saint 
in 2001 at Saint Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome.

The Oblates of Saint Joseph 
have been serving in the Diocese 
of Scranton since 1929, as well as 
in 18 countries worldwide.

Saint Joseph Oblates 
to celebrate

founder’s feast day

St. Joseph
Marello
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Carlo A. LaMonica
       —Attorney at Law

BINGO NIGHT
FRIDAY, MAY 27 ─ 7:00 P.M. TILL ?

• Probate & Estate Administration
• Estate Planning
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Health Care Directives
• Estate & Inheritance Taxes
• Veterans Disability Claims

Prepare for your Future, Protect Your Family.
Schedule your FREE CONSULTATION today!

• (570) 751-1571  •
www.LaMonicaLawFirm.com

Catholic Happenings Around the Scranton DioceseCatholic Happenings Around the Scranton Diocese

Continued on page 30

FDIC-Insured
6 Month Term

•• Brokered Cd ratesBrokered Cd rates  ••

*5.20% YTM
as of 5/4/2024 PNC Bank

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION
570-836-9000

Toll Free 1-877-557-2634

JOHN PAUL TOSI, CFPJOHN PAUL TOSI, CFP
− WEALTH ADVISOR −

• 58 Bridge Street, Tunkhannock - Next to CVS •

®

*PNC Bank is not affiliated with LPL Financial. Brokered CD’s are FDIC insured to specific limits and offer a fixed rate of return
if held to maturity. They are subject to market risk if sold before maturity. Securities and advisory services offered through LPL
Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Marian Devotion Rosary prayer services
Fostering prayerful devotion 

to Jesus and the Blessed Virgin 
Mary through recitation of the 
Holy Rosary, Marian Devotion 
Ministries in the Diocese of 
Scranton has begun its 2024 
Fatima Journey, being offered 
from May through October.

Prayer rallies and Rosary 
evenings are hosted throughout 
the Diocese and include the 
Rosary with chanted Scriptural 
mysteries, Fatima prayers and 
Marian hymns.

Upcoming Marian Devotion 
gatherings are scheduled as 
follows:

Saturday Afternoon Rosary 
Rally — June 8, at 1 p.m. on the 

grounds of the Marian Prayer 
Garden at Saint Lucy Church, 
West Scranton.

Monday Evening of Marian 
Devotion — June 10, from 6 to 7 
p.m., hosted at Our Lady of the
Abingtons Church, Dalton.

Saturday Rosary Devotion 
— June 15, at 5 p.m. on the 
Fatima Shrine prayer grounds 
at Saint Mary of Mount Carmel 
Church, Dunmore.

Rosary Evening of Marian 
Devotion — June 17, at 6 p.m. 
at the Oblates of Saint Joseph 
Chapel, Route 315, Laflin.

For information, contact 
Ernie Pappa (570) 241-8171, 
or email: singtomary@aol.com.

Charismat ic  Pentecos t 
Celebration — MAY 18, hosted by 
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
of the Diocese of Scranton; 
gathering begins at 8:30 a.m. at St. 
Maria Goretti Parish, 42 Redwood 
Drive, Laflin. Special guest speaker: 
Father Joseph Ita-Sam, a native 
of Nigeria, West Africa, where he 
was ordained for the Congregation 
of the Mission (Vincentians) and 
currently serves at St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish, Germantown. Event 
features spirit-filled prayer & praise, 
inspirational music & anointed 
worship, challenging teaching, 
and prayers for healing; open 
to all faithful free of charge and 
includes continental breakfast and 
complimentary lunch. Registration 
is required by contacting the CCR 
office at (570) 344-2214; Joyce 
Hudak at (570) 735-1068; or Cathy 
Best at (570) 406-3015.

Monthly Meeting of the Lay 
Carmelites — MAY 18, hosted 
by Our Lady of the Mountains 
Lay Carmelite Community on 
the third Saturday of each month; 
gatherings are held from 9 to 11 
a.m. at the Oblates of St. Joseph
seminary/chapel, 1880 Highway
315, Laflin. For more information,
contact Chris at (570) 239-8094.

Drive-Thru Potato Pancake 
Fest — MAY 18 & 19, sponsored 
by the Men’s Club of Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross Parish, 420 Main 
Road, Hanover Township; held on 
the parish grounds Saturday and 
Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. (vehicles 
may enter drive-thru from the 
Sans Souci Highway). Cash raffle 
drawing held Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 
Cost: six potato pancakes for $10. 
For more information, call (570) 
823-6242.

Home Goods Shower —
MAY 19, sponsored by the Friends 
of the Poor of Scranton; held from 1 
to 3 p.m. at La Buona Vita banquet 
hall, 200 Reilly St., Dunmore. 
Admission cost: $25. Tickets 
available at the door or online at: 
friendsofthepoorscranton.com.

Grief Journey Ministry: “Be 
Not Afraid, I Go Before You” — 
MAY 20 & JUNE 3, 10, hosted by 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 
2011 State Route 29, Hunlock 
Creek (Lake Silkworth); Monday 
evening gatherings will be held 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. The parish 
grief ministry offerings encourage 
and assist participants through 
their grief journey toward healing 
after suffering the loss of a loved 
one.  All are welcome. Registration 

is encouraged; contact the parish 
office at (570) 477-5040.

Tuesday Novena Devotion 
to Saint Anthony of Padua — 
MAY 21-JUNE 11, hosted by 
Our Lady of Hope Parish, 40 
Park Ave., Wilkes-Barre; Saint 
Anthony Novena devotion offered 
on Tuesday evenings, beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. in the parish church. 
Novena theme:  “The Holy 
Eucharist & Real Presence of 
Christ: Miracle of All Miracles.” 
Novena services include blessing 
with the Saint Anthony relic. All 
faithful are welcome; for more 
information, call (570) 824-7832.

Parish Flea Market — MAY 
23-25, hosted by St. John the
Evangelist Parish, 35 William St.,
Pittston; held in the Monsignor
Bendik Pastoral Center (former
Seton Catholic auditorium).
Market hours: Thursday & Friday,
5 to 8 p.m.; Saturday (Bag Sale), 

9 a.m. to noon. Refreshments 
available for purchase on Thursday 
and Friday. Entrance on Church 
Street; area parking available.

 “Car Cruise” Show — MAY 
26, sponsored by St. Ann Basilica 
Parish in West Scranton; held from 

noon to 4 p.m. on the basilica 
grounds. Classic car show exhibit 
also features food sales, music and 
cash raffle; activities for all ages. 
For more information, call (570) 
342-5166.
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Who makes house calls?
As of October 2015, I will now meet clients either at their home, or at a
location they choose and no longer require clients to meet at my office.
I have decided that I would change the way I meet with people so it will
be as easy and as convenient as possible for the client.
Based on my practice, which consists of estate planning and
administration along with elder law, I find that clients are more
comfortable discussing such matters in familiar surroundings.
While I know this may seem unconventional to some, I believe
I will be able to servr e clients much better in this fashion.
If anyone is uncomfortable with home visits, I have a few locations
where I can meet in an office setting. I look forward to meeting with my
existing clients and especially meeting new clients that are looking for
any assistance in estate or elder law matters.

(570) 901-1254
www.bendicklaw.com

Located in Shavertown
(Covering Luzerne, Lackawanna,

& Wyoming Counties)

Michael
J. Bendick

Attorney At Law

• Guardianships
• Asset Protection Planning
• Medicaid Application Assistance

Settle all estate matters and distribute inheritances.

Utilize all discounts and proper deductions.
Meet all requirements and deadlines.

• Powers of Attorney • Living Wills • Wills
• Trusts Guardianships • Asset Protection Planning
• Medicaid Application Assistance

• Powers of Attorney • Living Wills
• Wills • Trusts Guardianships

→ Enlarged to 3 column by 
6.25 - cost $190.31

The previous size you’ve run in the 
past was a 3x4.75 - cost $147.49

Helping to take the mystery out of your financial future

•                                            •

Nicholas J. Colarossi, CRCNicholas J. Colarossi, CRC
College Planning • Retirement Planning
www.njcinvestments.com • 570-586-5030
Securities offered through Leigh Baldwin & Co., LLC. Member FINRA/SIPC

INVESTMENTS
N J C

®

Catholic Happenings Around the DioceseCatholic Happenings Around the Diocese
Memorial Day MLB Game 

Bus Trip — MAY 27, sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus, 
Jessup/Peckville Chapter 10729; 
excursion to Citi Field in New York 
City for the New York Mets-Los 
Angeles Dodgers baseball game 
at 4 p.m. Bus departs at 11 a.m. 
from Jessup Hose Company No. 
1, Fourth Ave., Jessup. Cost: $140 
per person, including game ticket; 
bus ride only is $90. For more 
information, call Bob Wasilchak 
(570) 954-2057.

“Nazareth Group” Days for
High School Girls — JUNE 1, 
hosted by the Capuchin Sisters 

of Nazareth in Tunkhannock and 
Williamsport; Saturday programs 
presented by the Nazareth Group 
for young women interested in 
deepening their faith. Encounter 
groups include enriching prayer, 
talks, discussions and nature walks. 
Open to all girls in grades 9-12; 
the experience is offered from 11 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Capuchin
Sisters’ two convent locations:
Mother of God Convent, 215
Wellwood Drive, Tunkhannock;
and Mother of the Eucharist
Convent, 6100 Jacks Hollow
Road, Williamsport. Reservations
are required. For Tunkhannock,
contact Sister Angela of the
Capuchin Sisters at (570) 836-
2737; for Williamsport, contact
Sister Clare at (570) 745-3334.

Parish Bingo — JUNE 2, 
hosted by the Altar & Rosary 
Society of Blessed Sacrament 
Parish, Rebecca Street, Throop; 
doors open at noon and games 
start at 1 p.m. Admission fee: $5, 
in advance; $7, at door. Tickets 
available at weekend Masses or 
by calling Debbie (570) 540-1154.

First  Friday Rosary & 
Adoration — JUNE 7, hosted 
by St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
at Our Lady of the Lake Church, 
5112 Pocono Crest Road, Pocono 
Pines; offered on First Friday of 
each month. Opens with recitation 
of the Rosary at 6:30 p.m. led by 
St. Monica’s Army; followed by 
one hour of blessed adoration. All 
faithful are welcome.

Father ’s Day Bingo  — 
JUNE 9, sponsored by St. John 

the Evangelist Parish, 35 William 
St., Pittston; games party hosted 
from 2 to 5 p.m. in the Monsignor 
Bendik Pastoral Center Auditorium 
(entrance on Church Street). Doors 
open at noon; admission fee: $25, 
includes 20 regular games. Event 
includes four specials and a grand 
prize game, raffle drawing, and 
food for sale; prizes value more 
than $6,000. Tickets at the parish 
office; call (570) 654-0053.

Third Annual Deacon Cliff 
Memorial Golf Outing — JUNE 
10, golf tournament honors late  
Deacon Cliff Jorgenson, who 
served at St. Patrick Parish in 
Milford; proceeds benefit the 
parish’s charitable endeavors. 
Tournament will be hosted at 
Lords Valley Country Club. Event 
begins with 7:30 a.m. registration 
and continental breakfast, followed 
by 9 a.m. shotgun start (scramble 
format), tournament prizes and 
buffet awards dinner. Cost: $140 
per golfer, including golf cart 
snacks. For more information/
registration and sponsorship 
opportunities, contact Jack Boyle 
at (908) 451-1206.

Monsignor Esseff Birthday 
Celebration — JUNE 11, Mass 
& reception marking the 96th 
birthday of Monsignor John 
Esseff; hosted at St. Anthony/St. 
George Church, 311 Park Ave., 
Wilkes-Barre. Liturgy celebrated 
at 11 a.m., followed by reception 
in the church basement. Those 
planning to attend are asked to 
contact Peggy at the church office 
(570) 824-3599.

Sacred Heart Solemnity Mass June 7 in Pittston
PITTSTON — The Sacred Heart Enthronement Guild of the 

Scranton Diocese will host a Eucharistic celebration on the Solemnity 
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus on Friday, June 7, at 4 p.m. at Saint 
Joseph Marello Parish in Pittston.

Father Dan Toomey, Enthronement Guild spiritual moderator, 
will be principal celebrant. Passionist Father Mark Ward of Saint Ann 
Shrine Basilica, West Scranton, will serve as guest homilist.

Musical prelude begins at 3:45 p.m. Dinner reception will follow 
the Mass in the parish center.

For dinner reservations and more information on Sacred Heart 
Enthronements, contact Maria Pappa at (570) 241-8172.
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TRAVEL IS THE ONLY THING THAT MAKES
YOU RICHER!

THOMPSON TOURS

Visit us at thompsontours.com
or 

call us at 1-866-484-6677
Why choose us?  Airfare and transportation to the major airports is

included in our pricing!

EUROPE AND BEYOND TOURS WITH STILL MORE TO COME!

IICCEELLAANNDD AADDVVEENNTTUURREE
Golden Circle Tour see the best of Iceland on this great tour! $2795.00 per person

IITTAALLIIAANN && FFRREENNCCHH RRIIVVIIEERRAA && PPAARRIISS TTOOUURR
AApprriill 1111--2211,, 22002244

Visit Milan, Cinque Terra, Portofino, Monaco, Cannes & Paris $4295.00

IIRREELLAANNDD && IITT''SS HHIIDDDDEENN TTRREEAASSUURREESS
JJuunnee 1199--2288,, 22002244

Visit Cliffs of Moher, Galway, Westport, Achill Island, Dublin, Blarney, Killarney & the Dingle Peninsula! $3395.00

HHEEAARRTT OOFF SSWWIITTZZEERRLLAANNDD TTOOUURR
JJuullyy 1166--2244,, 22002244 -- Tour and much more. $3695.00

Highlights: Bern, Interlaken, Grindelwald, Gimmelwald, Murren, Lake Brienz Cruise Trummelback Falls, Lucerne City

USA AND CANADA GROUP TOURS 2024

COLORADO ROCKIES TO RED ROCK TRAIN TRIP*New Trip
April 29-May 6, 2024

Highlights include: Rocky Mountaineer & Durango-Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad Arches-
Canyonlands and Mesa Verde National Parks $3795 per person

PACIFIC NORTHWEST WITH PORTLAND ROSE FESTIVAL PARADE
Highlights include:  Seattle, Space Needle, Mt Helena, Portland Grand Floral Rose Parade,

Redwoods,  Rogue River Jetboat wildlife tour, Sonoma wine tasting, San Francisco and much
more!  $3295.00

CANADIAN ROCKIES ON THE ROCKY MOUNTAINEER
June 19-27, 2024

Visit Vancouver, Jasper, Columbia Ice Fields, Banff and Calgary! $4695.00 per person

PPUUNNTTAA CCAANNAA AALLLL IINNCCLLUUSSIIVVEE AANNDD GGOOLLFF PPAACCKKAAGGEESS 22002244

JJAANNUUAARRYY 99--1166,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 1166--2233,, JJAANNUUAARRYY 3300-- FFEEBB 66
ALL PRICING INCLUDES TRANSPORTATION TO THE AIRPORT ROUNDTRIP!

PPUUNNTTAA CCAANNAA AADDUULLTT OONNLLYY
AALLLL IINNCCLLUUSSIIVVEE AATT TTHHEE RRIIUU RREEPPUUBBLLIICCAA

$1495.00
PPUUNNTTAA CCAANNAA BBAAHHIIAA PPRRIINNCCIIPPEE GGRRAANNDD

$1495.00
PPUUNNTTAA CCAANNAA GGOOLLFF AALLLL IINNCCLLUUSSIIVVEE

MMEELLIIAA CCAARRIIBBEE RREESSOORRTT AANNDD CCOOCCOOTTAALL GGOOLLFF RREESSOORRTT
$1550.00 INCLUDES UNLIMITED GOLF.

EARLY BOOKING BONUS IS HERE!
$125.00 OFF ALL EUROPE AND USA AND CANADA BOOK NOW!

We are Penn State! We have away games and join our list for Playoffs!

TRAVEL IS THE ONLY THING THAT 
MAKES YOU RICHER!

THOMPSON TOURS
Visit us at thompsontours.com or call us at 

1-866-484-6677

TRAVEL IS THE ONLY THING THAT MAKES
YOU RICHER!

THOMPSON TOURS

Visit us at thompsontours.com
or 

call us at 1-866-484-6677

 
IRELAND NORTH AND SOUTH 

June 25-JULY 6, 2024 
Visit Dublin, Belfast, Donegal, Cliffs of Moher, Galway, Westport, Achill 

Island, Dublin, Cobh, Blarney, Killarney & the Dingle Peninsula! 
$3595.00 

ITALY NORTH & SOUTH 
October 6-17, 2024 

Visit Lake Como, Venice, Florence Rome and Amalfi Coast 
All in one tour $4295.00 

 
SICILY & AMALFI COAST 

October 7-18, 2024 
Visit Palermo, Valley of the Temples, Taormina, Ortygia Island, Siracusa 

and Amalfi Coast, and Capri!...$4295.00 

CHRISTMAS MARKETS TOUR 
November 30-December 9, 2024 

Visit Salzburg, Munich, Nuremburg and Heidelberg!..$3595.00 

10-NIGHT ALL INCLUSIVE CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
ON THE MSC MERGAVIGLIA

January 23-February 2, 2025

Includes: Transportation to the pier, 10 night cruise including and meals 
and entertainment, beverage package including all alcohol, soft drinks 
and bottled water, Internet for entire cruise on 1 device, all port and 

government fees.
$1195.00 per person inside

1295.00 per person oceanview
1795.00 per person balcony.

BOOK NOW FOR THESE WONDERFUL RATES
Sailing from Brooklyn, New York to San Juan, Puerto Rico, St Thomas, 

Dominican Republic and St Maarten. 
 

Watch our website for PENN STATE FOOTBALL TOURS
Penn State at USC

October 10-14, 2024
$1895.00 per person including 4 nights hotel, game tickets, airfare 
from your choice of cities Scranton/Wilkes Barre, State College, 

Baltimore, Allentown, Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, Philadelphia.
*some may require bus and air.

WWW.THOMPSONTOURS.COM

In MeMorIaM

Christian Charity
Sister Mary

Stanislaus Surgoft

Entered Life:
November 29, 1933

Entered Eternal Life:
April 19, 2024

Entered Eternal Life: 
May 8, 2024

Father John
P. Ryan

Sister of Mercy
Constance Kozel

Entered Life: 
January 28, 1938

Entered Eternal Life: 
April 22, 2024

Entered Life:
October 27, 1922

Prayer Requests for Priests
May 16, Father Louis Grippe; May 17, Father Eugene Gunning; 

May 18, Father Gerald Gurka; May 19, Father Richard Gyansah-
Tabiri; May 20, Passionist Father Lee Havey; May 21, Saint Michael 
the Archangel Father Benito Hierro Aquino; May 22, Father Robert 
Hochreiter; May 23, Father Thomas Hudak; May 24, Father Andrew 
Hvozdovic; May 25, Holy Cross Father Daniel Issing; May 26, 
Father George Jeffrey; May 27, Monsignor John Jordan; May 28, 
Father Joseph Kakareka; May 29, Father Louis Kaminski; May 30, 
Father Binesh Joseph Kanjirakattu; May 31, Father William Karle; 
June 1, Pope Francis; June 2, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera; June 3, 
Father Joseph Kearney; June 4, Jesuit Father Herbert Keller; June 5, 
Father Brian Kelly; June 6, Father E. Francis Kelly; June 7, Father 
John Kilpatrick; June 8, Monsignor Shane Kirby; June 9, Father 
Michael Kirwin; June 10, Father Michael Kloton; June 11, Holy 
Cross Father Charles Kociolek; June 12, Father Bert Kozen; June 
13, Father Jonathan Kuhar; June 14, Father Jose Joseph Kuriappilly; 
June 15, Father Andrew Kurovsky; June 16, Father Joseph Kutch; 
June 17, Father Arun Lakra; June 18, Father John Lambert.

The Daily Prayer Request for Priests schedule is as follows:
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WWII
MILITARY SOUVENIRS

WANTED

Paying CASH on the spot for U.S. / German / Japanese:
Medals • Uniforms • Helmets • Hats • Armbands • Flags • Daggers • Swords • Knives
Bayonets • Pistols • Rifles • Equipment • Pictures • Letters • Currency • Coins, etc.

If you can’t attend, call Sam directly at 570-814-8287 to schedule a personal meeting.
Leave message if needed.Private collector, not a dealer.

SATURDAY, JUNE 22ND - ALL DAY EVENT!
BRING IN YOUR ITEMS! 9 AM - 4 PM

Radisson Lackawanna Station Hotel
Exit 185 Off I-81, 700 Lackawanna Ave, Scranton 18503

I am a local private collector looking to purchase your
WWII military items for my collection and preserve the history

of The Greatest Generation

 TWO DAY EVENT
FRIDAY, MAY 31ST & SATURDAY, JUNE 1ST •  9AM-5PM
BRING IN YOUR ITEMS! LIVE IN PERSON BUYING!
Holiday Inn Express & Suites,  1863 West Main St, Stroudsburg, PA 18360

— Conveniently located ¼ mile off  Exit 305  from  I-80 —

WWII
MILITARY SOUVENIRS

WANTED

Paying CASH on the spot for U.S. / German / Japanese:
Medals • Uniforms • Helmets • Hats • Armbands • Flags • Daggers • Swords • Knives
Bayonets • Pistols • Rifles • Equipment • Pictures • Letters • Currency • Coins, etc.

If you can’t attend, call Sam directly at 570-814-8287 to schedule a personal meeting.
Leave message if needed.Private collector, not a dealer.

SATURDAY, JUNE 22ND - ALL DAY EVENT!
BRING IN YOUR ITEMS! 9 AM - 4 PM

Radisson Lackawanna Station Hotel
Exit 185 Off I-81, 700 Lackawanna Ave, Scranton 18503

I am a local private collector looking to purchase your
WWII military items for my collection and preserve the history

of The Greatest Generation

Paying CA$H on the spot for U.S. / German / Japanese:
Medals • Uniforms • Helmets • Hats • Armbands • Flags • Daggers • Swords 
Bayonets • Knives • Equipment • Pictures • Letters • Currency • Coins, etc. 

WWII
MILITARY SOUVENIRS

WANTED

Paying CASH on the spot for U.S. / German / Japanese:
Medals • Uniforms • Helmets • Hats • Armbands • Flags • Daggers • Swords • Knives
Bayonets • Pistols • Rifles • Equipment • Pictures • Letters • Currency • Coins, etc.

If you can’t attend, call Sam directly at 570-814-8287 to schedule a personal meeting.
Leave message if needed.Private collector, not a dealer.

SATURDAY, JUNE 22ND - ALL DAY EVENT!
BRING IN YOUR ITEMS! 9 AM - 4 PM

Radisson Lackawanna Station Hotel
Exit 185 Off I-81, 700 Lackawanna Ave, Scranton 18503

I am a local private collector looking to purchase your
WWII military items for my collection and preserve the history

of The Greatest Generation

 TWO DAY EVENT
FRIDAY, JULY 9TH & SATURDAY, JULY 10TH •  9AM-5PM
BRING IN YOUR ITEMS! LIVE IN PERSON BUYING!
Hilton Garden Inn (next to Wal-Mart in Wilkes-Barre) Exit 168, off I-81

242 Highland Park Blvd.,  Wilkes-Barre,  PA  18702

WWII
MILITARY SOUVENIRS

WANTED

Paying CASH on the spot for U.S. / German / Japanese:
Medals • Uniforms • Helmets • Hats • Armbands • Flags • Daggers • Swords • Knives
Bayonets • Pistols • Rifles • Equipment • Pictures • Letters • Currency • Coins, etc.

If you can’t attend, call Sam directly at 570-814-8287 to schedule a personal meeting.
Leave message if needed.Private collector, not a dealer.

SATURDAY, JUNE 22ND - ALL DAY EVENT!
BRING IN YOUR ITEMS! 9 AM - 4 PM

Radisson Lackawanna Station Hotel
Exit 185 Off I-81, 700 Lackawanna Ave, Scranton 18503

I am a local private collector looking to purchase your
WWII military items for my collection and preserve the history

of The Greatest Generation

WWII
MILITARY SOUVENIRS

WANTED

Paying CASH on the spot for U.S. / German / Japanese:
Medals • Uniforms • Helmets • Hats • Armbands • Flags • Daggers • Swords • Knives
Bayonets • Pistols • Rifles • Equipment • Pictures • Letters • Currency • Coins, etc.

If you can’t attend, call Sam directly at 570-814-8287 to schedule a personal meeting.
Leave message if needed.Private collector, not a dealer.

SATURDAY, JUNE 22ND - ALL DAY EVENT!
BRING IN YOUR ITEMS! 9 AM - 4 PM

Radisson Lackawanna Station Hotel
Exit 185 Off I-81, 700 Lackawanna Ave, Scranton 18503

I am a local private collector looking to purchase your
WWII military items for my collection and preserve the history

of The Greatest Generation

Paying CA$H on the spot for U.S. / German / Japanese:
Medals • Uniforms • Helmets • Hats • Armbands • Flags • Daggers • Swords 
Bayonets • Knives • Equipment • Pictures • Letters • Currency • Coins, etc.

Bennington and SonBennington and Son

Steeple Work
  (Restoration and New)
Painting
High Pressure Cleaning
Masonry Restoration
Water Proofi ng/Caulking
Roofi ng and Flashing
Metal Fabrication
Fiberglass Work
































INTERIOR

EXTERIOR

Plastering
Painting
Stencil Work
Gold Leafi ng
Refi nishing of Woodwork and Pews
Professional Wall Washing
Marbleizing
Stained Glass Work
   (Restoration and New)

Church Specialists Inc.

Providing church restorationProviding church restoration
services for 75 years.services for 75 years.

Blue Mass at Peckville parish honors first responders
PECKVILLE - On Sunday, April 14, a 

Blue Mass was held at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church. Members of the local police, fire, EMT, 
and 911 dispatch units and all first responders 
received a special blessing from Fr. Andrew 
Kurovsky, Pastor, through the intercession of 
Saint Michael the Archangel. 

The public safety workers were anointed 
and given a prayer card and medal of Saint 
Michael the Archangel. A gathering was held 
after Mass in Holy Family Hall where all shared 
gratitude to all those who serve and protect.

Mother’s Day Adoption Mass held 
at Cathedral of Saint Peter

SCRANTON - The Diocese of Scranton held its annual Mother’s 
Day Adoption Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Peter on May 12, 2024. 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, served as 
principal celebrant and homilist. 

“I love this Mass. I get very emotional every year I attend,” 
Tamara Hall, Director of Maternity and Family Services at Saint 
Joseph’s Center, said. “We have a strong following of adoptive 
families that bring their families to this Mass and I have the privilege 
of seeing them grow up.”

The Mass recognized all mothers - including foster mothers, 
adoptive mothers, birth mothers and those who fill a “motherly” role.
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