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Local religious leaders stand in 
solidarity of Israel following deadly 

Hamas attack 

 

Praying for peace and standing in solidarity with the victims of a surprise 
attack by Hamas in southern Israel, local religious leaders and elected 



officials gathered at the Jewish Community Center in Scranton Oct. 9, 
2023. 
 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, spoke on behalf of 
the Roman Catholic community and joined faith leaders of several other 
religious traditions in expressing his grief and sorrow for the events that 
have been transpiring since the weekend. 
 

“On behalf of the Catholic community of northeastern and north central 
Pennsylvania and well beyond, please know that we stand with the nation 
of Israel and the Jewish communities both locally and throughout the 
world,” Bishop Bambera said. “We pray with, and for you, this night for 
God’s peace. I think it is fair to say that our hearts, like yours, are broken.” 
 

Bishop Bambera said he grieves the loss of every life that has been taken 
so brutally and senselessly. 
 

“We call upon the power and presence of God to heal the land of Israel and 
the lives of all who suffer this day,” the bishop continued. 
 

Nearly 200 people attended the interfaith gathering organized by the the 
local Jewish Federation. 

Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Pope condemns terrorism, expresses concern 
for Gaza civilians 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012UHwUUpfrouvWNSYdgyNDF_Uwi-mRmY_ixfwbI1KUKTjKKsCLpFiN-gj_kJV2OiNDaWPaNItWUFodIn_eGYHDr39CqdZy3IwONQPxWRfiVsYOc7rXnHhFrVGsXWiJPUdNVtnCDF8vrPlFhwGvH1cQfDVSSSm99pEXtyXv7f_6QAToMpLrpryuKfpWD4EeSz2IneRU5FSxAt2bFd6qrNW5bdSITuiRLpknd996Oh0GT0RK-0r15Tft9HzwSTiYT5VDTkoNtio4qI7lr6Q0XvdcRUQzYGMpil1ik-ZolQ1dVDl3GRrXM28I0lhIaHoDlIQYC-q4xCKSyQ=&c=g5P2ZZINbfYLbqc5wAv1AVUfjboGbeENLhc73zUhPnTiWyAqBuKlJA==&ch=1Lt7Oepf51GDWwWGvNKYcz-DdWYTp7QSvHv8BfklBxtDOqVeT31LyQ==


 

 

Pope Francis condemned Hamas’ terrorist attacks on Israel and pleaded 
with the militants to free their hostages unharmed, but he also expressed 
concern about Israel’s tightening siege on Gaza and its impact on innocent 
civilians. 
 

“I continue to follow with sorrow and apprehension what is happening in 
Israel and Palestine. So many people killed, and others injured,” the pope 
said Oct. 11 at the end of his weekly general audience. 
 

As the pope spoke, the Israeli Defense Forces website was reporting more 
than 1,200 Israelis killed by Hamas and more than 2,800 Israelis injured. 
At the same time, the Gaza Ministry of Health was reporting a death toll of 
more than 950 Palestinians and said 5,000 others were injured as Israel 
continued its airstrikes on Gaza. 

 

Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

 

Two downtown Wilkes-Barre parishes 
consolidate to form one new parish: Saint 

Nicholas-Saint Mary Parish 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012UHwUUpfrouvWNSYdgyNDF_Uwi-mRmY_ixfwbI1KUKTjKKsCLpFiN-gj_kJV2OiN92J1Z6McIAHsZH-hALUn-wkoTaY9lsh91m_1kXSatu0ZPj2UB8AJEYQ8DFozl4-MJTpuWgHvq2a-zgsbaSnut5Qg_cJxWuXBmxGooG3v2u9eJUPeG35tHrPiuwzEm3OuCer6B4fZVx88UhFT3QyIlQaMFfyapHalkKJBrfb2lz-2wA2mY_gWEe4U94Dqox7EpGxbJ7fTv6Io43mK1JzZ8WCBhi7yKMcaOcGSrbomAlInTko9GIKFhw==&c=g5P2ZZINbfYLbqc5wAv1AVUfjboGbeENLhc73zUhPnTiWyAqBuKlJA==&ch=1Lt7Oepf51GDWwWGvNKYcz-DdWYTp7QSvHv8BfklBxtDOqVeT31LyQ==


 

We are stronger together. 
 

That is the message that Father Joseph Verespy hoped to instill in his 
parishioners on the weekend of Oct. 7 & 8, 2023, as the new parish he now 
leads, Saint Nicholas-Saint Mary Parish, was officially formed. 
 

After two years of discussion and consultation using the Vision 2030 
Pastoral Planning Process, the parish communities of Saint Nicholas and 
Our Lady of Fatima were officially brought together in a consolidation. 
 

“I said this is a chance for us to hit the reset button, to take a good look at 
who we are,” Father Verespy said. “We are located right downtown (in 
Wilkes-Barre) and it is a chance to bring new life together as one parish 
and look at the talents that we have and examine how welcoming we are.” 
 

Saint Nicholas Parish and Our Lady of Fatima Parish were originally 
linked in 2021 under the leadership of a single pastor, Father Verespy. 
After examining many of the priority drivers in the Vision 2030 Process, 
including demographic changes in the community, Mass attendance, 
sacramental participation, financial obligations and the availability of 
clergy, the recommendation was brought forward to create one parish out 
of the previous two independent entities. 
 



“When people see us now, hopefully it will be a parish people want to be a 
part of, but that is only going to be because we’re in this together,” the 
long-time pastor said. 

Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Faithful encouraged to participate in 'America 
Needs Fatima' Rosary rallies Oct. 14 

 

 

 

Catholics throughout the Diocese of Scranton will unite with faith 
communities around the nation on Saturday, Oct. 14, at noon, to lend 
their prayerful pleas to the chorus of intercessions of supplication and 
reparation as part of this year’s “America Needs Fatima” Rosary Crusade. 
 

Each year since the “America Needs Fatima” campaign was founded in 
1985, faithful gather at noontime on a Saturday in October to send their 
Rosary prayers and petitions heavenward, seeking the Blessed Mother’s 
intercession on behalf of the United States. 
 

The unified, simultaneous prayer effort coincides with October’s 
designation by the Catholic Church as the Month of the Holy Rosary and 
Respect Life Month. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012UHwUUpfrouvWNSYdgyNDF_Uwi-mRmY_ixfwbI1KUKTjKKsCLpFiN-gj_kJV2OiNhS-kK5Mc5nT9maV-aB0qXROpa7Ds-RSU32m3q8MSSf_Ul1v0_TMpIos3Zy2__-qsnZeQ_x-eXMMhCz296snphf4gMZMR2xIeutTwMnE07uSHo24mw9LVuZKbqoNGT2-LtKVXTGhMNbd5qUnSQPf6vw0G6XhO5YurnBnjffz73sh9qETNvvM-vZpqnoA1eMao5VjfKIEJkvhbxld3LNpHCXpqUh6cRBQivWNCzORYeDSBPiRB0LCx-4HwE-nFKvQwUYYOKLd33acEPbQvpI_KPsLcKxBQnR9Amhqs5Yb_ivk=&c=g5P2ZZINbfYLbqc5wAv1AVUfjboGbeENLhc73zUhPnTiWyAqBuKlJA==&ch=1Lt7Oepf51GDWwWGvNKYcz-DdWYTp7QSvHv8BfklBxtDOqVeT31LyQ==


Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

At Diocesan Youth Rally, young adults 
encouraged to 'Be an Original' 

 

In a world where many people try to be copycats, every person is uniquely 
made in the image and likeness of God. That is what more than 200 young 
people heard as they filled the Diocesan Pastoral Center Oct. 7, 2023, to 
participate in a Diocesan Youth Rally. 
 

Focusing on the theme of ‘Be an Original,’ the day-long event featured 
interactive workshops, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass with Bishop Bambera 
at the Cathedral of Saint Peter, and a keynote address from Steve 
Angrisano. 
 

“God is so near to us, so close. I can’t put it on a piece of paper, I can’t take 
it to a court of law, but it’s as real as real can be,” Angrisano told the crowd 
of young adults. 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012UHwUUpfrouvWNSYdgyNDF_Uwi-mRmY_ixfwbI1KUKTjKKsCLpFiN-gj_kJV2OiNEJGght8i9dQelS5atwxTawsfSv7yzbRcbcwiGHmVEVqew-mp6imAqH3dpYkDbXKagB1iLpROdoHDQiYI5G3MLTCw1wZXNz9kT_g_8JopMrwMdd3C6KwSmvwi9bopYtOPfAXXMTW8z1W3jM3cuiPkOisEekQ5UL9dIuZCj87msXpju4NlnF0m0r6J1lFUImbGVLamuCJRsOP3hcpc4xm9QS8msJIO4HJKIBACny7lTui6qAYTxDSldu1JVhsNYWeUX0oorCYF6hQ=&c=g5P2ZZINbfYLbqc5wAv1AVUfjboGbeENLhc73zUhPnTiWyAqBuKlJA==&ch=1Lt7Oepf51GDWwWGvNKYcz-DdWYTp7QSvHv8BfklBxtDOqVeT31LyQ==


Angrisano is an internationally recognized Catholic composer, presenter, 
and passionate music missionary. He has been featured at 10 World Youth 
Days, emceed three National Catholic Youth Conferences, and served as 
emcee when Pope John Paul II visited Saint Louis in 1999. 

Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera announces clergy 
appointments 

 

 

 

On October 10, 2023, the Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of 
Scranton, announced several clergy appointments that will take effect at 
varying times throughout the coming months. 

 

Click Here for More on the Clergy Appointments Announced on October 
10, 2023  

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Audit determines Diocese of 
Scranton in full compliance with Charter for 

the Protection of Children & Young People 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012UHwUUpfrouvWNSYdgyNDF_Uwi-mRmY_ixfwbI1KUKTjKKsCLpFiN-gj_kJV2OiNd8FWq8Lq600tSHNy3jFzT0hIALa2ybOT5nd3I174QvbpQQVmzrH75Uq1a5hym7S5hZJ-Rb7gqXoReQr9o2cftWHphxnFgOw3VUBpuySmzs_h6KhDPB12YYmtvlLwqrWlqy32Ss2UZ-X0jVR3KT9ISyWJXtz9Q4bhvFc7H8Hbw5aXrK2bifYDZMy1BiCiXqGqiJfaIyCAuhUYMamJ97FygBgDINVJ_kev5mlZemvqlnJEAeE5z6yMfA==&c=g5P2ZZINbfYLbqc5wAv1AVUfjboGbeENLhc73zUhPnTiWyAqBuKlJA==&ch=1Lt7Oepf51GDWwWGvNKYcz-DdWYTp7QSvHv8BfklBxtDOqVeT31LyQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012UHwUUpfrouvWNSYdgyNDF_Uwi-mRmY_ixfwbI1KUKTjKKsCLpFiN-gj_kJV2OiNnJextOzzKXEGWQFOzyqRjeYFDrLJNOAZIRO7mS_UNfxdQ5sFXP3b2DskJWBwSBtuwb4pxUAeRapSOMW-W_QK4ZGEd6gsYqNtG8Dsw1zcImQnqMSfF-LlscHsKghqPdHG3lP-gcRTU-xS8-bLkV2Q5xbstHA26Ubsfn1ZdvjHXsKtCeb5SO2rnctwikjPnCs_wTaYYV1ROA37fwP2yt5xRPetbFxCKZ9z&c=g5P2ZZINbfYLbqc5wAv1AVUfjboGbeENLhc73zUhPnTiWyAqBuKlJA==&ch=1Lt7Oepf51GDWwWGvNKYcz-DdWYTp7QSvHv8BfklBxtDOqVeT31LyQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012UHwUUpfrouvWNSYdgyNDF_Uwi-mRmY_ixfwbI1KUKTjKKsCLpFiN-gj_kJV2OiNnJextOzzKXEGWQFOzyqRjeYFDrLJNOAZIRO7mS_UNfxdQ5sFXP3b2DskJWBwSBtuwb4pxUAeRapSOMW-W_QK4ZGEd6gsYqNtG8Dsw1zcImQnqMSfF-LlscHsKghqPdHG3lP-gcRTU-xS8-bLkV2Q5xbstHA26Ubsfn1ZdvjHXsKtCeb5SO2rnctwikjPnCs_wTaYYV1ROA37fwP2yt5xRPetbFxCKZ9z&c=g5P2ZZINbfYLbqc5wAv1AVUfjboGbeENLhc73zUhPnTiWyAqBuKlJA==&ch=1Lt7Oepf51GDWwWGvNKYcz-DdWYTp7QSvHv8BfklBxtDOqVeT31LyQ==


 

 

The independent auditing firm of StoneBridge Business Partners recently 
conducted a thorough on-site audit of the child protection policies of the 
Diocese of Scranton and determined the Diocese to be in full compliance. 
 

The audit period covered the time period of July 1, 2020, to June 30, 
2023. 
 

Auditors examined the Diocese’s protocols regarding training, reporting, 
and ensuring safe environments for young people according to the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ mandated Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People. 
 

The Diocese of Scranton has passed audits of its child protection 
procedures, policies and records every year since the policy was adopted 
by the USCCB in 2002. 

 

Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

Next Theology on Tap is TONIGHT! 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012UHwUUpfrouvWNSYdgyNDF_Uwi-mRmY_ixfwbI1KUKTjKKsCLpFiN-gj_kJV2OiN7eu1DZB-UZoIMrcz_M6aVeaARA0nVDmKx8ugjAiYt3PnY6hfN7KazViPSeF2aJV8VvhHCjd6Cuj4Lmrmao8kUKEVQpuxEl6QLHW-N4905qL98Qb-YeRsEnVk3SFdjMlVC6XaHeH3-1mepB_P6S6ajoAjlC-zkuT9yqZonuY0G4s_-JZZPLvIZa-wu-kHZV6R_74obqkutu2Ikoxfn7MKZ4wV9qQ5Y-LjYksuP3AD72THImkAFAjKuZEzShJVNyrWni7bb5gi60fp64pIAc24uEKbdPqE7ahdvmt9W2DSCL0zRqSZi7ozulODAKKz6fb0ypBDN9hTCx4=&c=g5P2ZZINbfYLbqc5wAv1AVUfjboGbeENLhc73zUhPnTiWyAqBuKlJA==&ch=1Lt7Oepf51GDWwWGvNKYcz-DdWYTp7QSvHv8BfklBxtDOqVeT31LyQ==


 

 

 

 

 



Your support of the 2023 Diocesan Annual 
Appeal helps to educate more than 4,400 

students in Catholic Schools 
 

 

 

Your financial gift to the 2023 Diocesan Annual Appeal helps to support 
the 19 Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Scranton that educate more than 
4,400 youth and young adults. The Diocese is committed to educating our 
students in an environment that is academically excellent and facilitates 
the development of moral judgment and Christian decision-making.  
 

Funding from the Diocesan Annual Appeal supports each school in its 
effort for every student to become a faith-filled leader and lifelong learner. 

 

Click Here to Answer "Our Call to Serve"  
 

 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012UHwUUpfrouvWNSYdgyNDF_Uwi-mRmY_ixfwbI1KUKTjKKsCLpFiN-c1C3jNcemIB2HeDHmFlDaoNLkSEJdO-wySjUjnegIiM2zgpu-mAzA_pi-JwdUWPlHZ2jpos6ioH4k3Qubag9DXDuantsi0vsMUAQbDMUoIOQg_75r9dVDHDKcSrQiZtEqQi8ZF_ov-tJWzoatyq0tatowk4-cp0A==&c=g5P2ZZINbfYLbqc5wAv1AVUfjboGbeENLhc73zUhPnTiWyAqBuKlJA==&ch=1Lt7Oepf51GDWwWGvNKYcz-DdWYTp7QSvHv8BfklBxtDOqVeT31LyQ==


  

Follow Us 
 

         
 

Diocese of Scranton 

300 Wyoming Avenue,  
Scranton, PA 18503-1279 

(570) 207-2238 

www.dioceseofscranton.org 
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