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Local religious leaders stand in solidarity of Israel following deadly Hamas attack
SCRANTON – Praying for peace and standing in 

solidarity with the victims of a surprise attack by Hamas in 
southern Israel, local religious leaders and elected officials 
gathered at the Jewish Community Center in Scranton 
Oct. 9, 2023.

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
spoke on behalf of the Roman Catholic community and 
joined faith leaders of several other religious traditions in 
expressing his grief and sorrow for the events that have 
been transpiring since the weekend.

“On behalf of the Catholic community of northeastern 
and north central Pennsylvania and well beyond, please 
know that we stand with the nation of Israel and the Jewish 
communities both locally and throughout the world,” 
Bishop Bambera said. “We pray with, and for you, this 
night for God’s peace. I think it is fair to say that our 
hearts, like yours, are broken.”

Bishop Bambera said he grieves the loss of every life 

that has been taken so brutally and senselessly.
“We call upon the power and presence of God to heal 

the land of Israel and the lives of all who suffer this day,” 
the bishop continued. 

Nearly 200 people attended the interfaith gathering 
organized by the the local Jewish Federation.

Rabbi Alex Hecht of the Beth Shalom Congregation 
in Scranton said the targeting of the Jewish people is “as 
vicious as the Nazis 80 years ago,” adding, “This is really 
an attack on the entire Jewish people.”

The war – which started after Hamas militants invaded 
Israel on Oct. 7, taking more than 150 soldiers and civilians 
hostage – has already claimed at least 1,600 lives as of 
Oct. 10. The violence is only expected to escalate as Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said, “What we will 
do to our enemies in the coming days will reverberate with 
them for generations.”

 Continued on Page 21

More than 200 people attended a Solidarity with Israel 
event at the Jewish Community Center in Scranton 
Oct. 9. Bishop Bambera spoke on behalf of the Catholic 
community. (Photo/Eric Deabill)

Participants pray in the Vatican’s Paul VI Audience Hall at the beginning of a working 
session of the assembly of the Synod of Bishops Oct. 10, 2023. (CNS photo/Lola Gomez)

Synod begins work with focus 
on Holy Spirit and listening

VATICAN CITY (CNS) – Pope 
Francis opened the work of the assembly 
of the Synod of Bishops asking members to 
meditate on ancient theological texts about 
the Holy Spirit, have the courage to be 
honest about their disagreements and focus 
much more on listening than on sharing 
their opinions.

The synodal process “is not easy, but 
it’s beautiful, very beautiful,” Pope Francis 
told some 364 other synod members and 85 
non-voting experts, ecumenical delegates 
and facilitators the afternoon of Oct. 4 
as the synod work began in the Vatican 
audience hall.

“A certain asceticism” is needed 
for the synod, the pope said. He asked 
forgiveness from journalists trying to cover 
the monthlong meeting but insisted “a 
certain fasting from public words” would 
be needed to ensure the proper spiritual 

atmosphere for the synod members.
And, in fact, the synod rules distributed 

that evening said, “In order to guarantee 
the freedom of expression of each and all 
regarding their thoughts and to ensure the 
serenity of the discernment in common, 
which is the main task entrusted to the 
assembly, each of the participants is bound 
to confidentiality and discretion regarding 
both their own interventions and the 
interventions of other participants.”

Pope Francis also repeated what he 
has said many times: “the synod is not a 
parliament” where the ideas of opposing 
parties will be debated and voted up or 
down along party lines. Neither, he said, 
is it “a meeting of friends” getting together 
to exchange opinions and try to solve 
problems they see around them.

“The synod is a journey that the Holy 
Spirit makes,” he said, so constant prayer 

and listening are necessary to follow the 
path the Spirit indicates.

“The Holy Spirit triggers a deep 
and varied dynamism in the Christian 
community, the confusion of Pentecost,” 

when people from every nation heard the 
disciples speaking in their own languages, 
the pope said. From the experience, the 
Spirit creates not uniformity, but harmony.

Continued on Page 2
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Differences of opinion will 
surface, he said. “If you don’t 
agree with what that bishop or 
that nun or that lay person says, 
say it to their face. That’s what the 
synod is for. To tell the truth, not 
the chatter under the table.”

SMALL GROUP 
DISCUSSIONS HELD ON 

‘SYNODALITY’

The assembly began their 
work in earnest Oct. 5, meeting, 
sharing and praying in small 
groups.

As the synod assembly 
proceeds through Oct. 29, its 
members will discuss the issues in 
the gathering’s working document 
in order, beginning with the 
foundational question of what 
are “the characteristic signs of a 
synodal church?”

Topics to be addressed later 
in the month include being a sign 
and instrument of union with God 
and unity with humanity, how to 
share gifts and tasks in the service 
of the Gospel and what processes, 
structures and institutions create a 
missionary synodal church.

The synod members were 
asked to begin by focusing on the 
assembly working document’s 
assertion that “a synodal church 
is founded on the recognition of 
a common dignity deriving from 
baptism, which makes all who 
receive it sons and daughters of 
God, members of the family of 
God, and therefore brothers and 
sisters in Christ, inhabited by 
the one Spirit and sent to fulfill a 
common mission.”

After morning prayer Oct. 
5, the groups began with each 
member sharing, for a maximum 
of four minutes, “what seems most 
important and most meaningful, 
what they feel emerges most 
strongly from their memory” of 

Synod members begin small-group discussions on ‘synodality’ and ‘communion’

the input of the various synod 
listening sessions over the past two 
years regarding what contributes 
to or detracts from strengthening 
that model of a synodal church.

Paolo Ruffini, prefect of the 
Dicastery for Communication 
and president of the assembly’s 
Commission for Information, 
told reporters Oct. 5 the morning 
work followed the model 
of “spiritual conversation”: 
members shared their experience 
and after a pause for silence and 
prayer, each person shared what 
struck or touched them most 
about what the others had shared. 
After more silence, they began 
trying to list common traits and 
obvious differences in what they 
had heard.

Each working group will 
be asked to draft a short report 
on their conversation, vote on 
whether it accurately reflects 
the discussion and then choose 
someone to read it to the whole 
assembly. After a discussion 
of all the reports in the full 
assembly, each group will 
decide whether or how to amend 
their reports before turning them 
into the synod secretariat for 
inclusion in a summary report 
on that section of the synod’s 
work.

PARTICIPANTS DISCUSS 
FORMATION, BUILDING A 

WELCOMING CHURCH

The formation of 
seminarians, the Catholic Church 
as a welcoming home for all, 
migration and ecumenism arose 
as common themes of discussion 
among participants of the 
assembly of the Synod of Bishops 
Oct. 6, the Vatican said.

In regards to the formation of 
seminarians, Ruffini said some of 
the discussion included ways to 
increase their participation in the 
community and engagement with 
people on the margins of society.

“There are few seminarians, 
sometimes their selection has 
created problems and there 
are seminaries that could have 
improved organization,” he 
said, summarizing participants’ 
comments.

Participants also discussed 
the role of women in the church 
and the promotion of their active 
participation in the church’s 
decision-making processes, he 
said, as well as ways of continuing 
to accompany migrants after they 
have migrated.

One small-group report, 
Ruffini noted, asked about ways 
the church can consider revising 

its structures through canon law 
and altering the Curia.

“How does the church 
become welcoming? Should 
something be changed to make a 
welcoming church? What should 
be changed?” he summarized.

FOCUS ON WELCOMING IS 
WHAT JESUS WOULD DO, 

SYNOD MEMBER SAYS

Finding better ways to live “like 
Jesus did” – reaching out, welcoming, 
healing and including others – was 
the focus of Sister Liliana Franco 
Echeverri’s small group discussions 
Oct. 9-10, she said.

Sister Franco, a member of the 
Company of Mary and president 
of the Confederation of Latin 
American and Caribbean Religious, 
or CLAR, and Cardinal Joseph W. 
Tobin of Newark, New Jersey, 
briefed reporters Oct. 10 about the 
synod’s work on various aspects of 
the theme “communion.”

Sister Franco’s group discussed 
how “the service of charity and 
commitment to justice and care 
for our common home nourish 
communion,” while Cardinal 
Tobin’s group focused on welcoming 
and accompanying people who feel 
excluded from the church. Under the 
theme of communion with God and 
with one another, in the church and 
in the world, other groups looked at 
ecumenism, at valuing the cultural, 
linguistic and racial diversity of the 
church.

“There truly is a desire to 
be able to live like Jesus did, 
a Jesus who humanizes, who 
gives dignity, who includes, a 
Jesus who opens the doors for 
‘the other,’” Sister Franco said. 
Living like Jesus calls the church 
to be “prophetic” in denouncing 
injustice and exploitation that 
attacks human dignity and 
excludes from society people such 
as the poor, migrants and victims 
of human trafficking, she said.

A participant prays in the Vatican’s Paul VI Audience Hall at the 
beginning of a working session of the assembly of the Synod of Bishops 
Oct. 10, 2023. (CNS photo/Lola Gomez)
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Nine men in preparation for diaconate 
receive Rite of Institution of Lector

SCRANTON – On the Memorial 
of Saint Jerome, Sept. 30, the Most Rev. 
Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
designated nine deacon candidates for the 
Diocese of Scranton as Lectors in the Rite 
of Institution of Lectors. 

The candidates are Fernando B. Alves, 
Ernesto A. Capo, Jr., Francisco Castelan, 
Michaelangelo J. Colaneri, Frank A. 
Fanelli, Joel A. Marte, Jorge Roca, Rafael 
Sanchez Velasquez, and Christian D. 
Saunders. 

The Rite is a major step on the path to 
becoming a permanent deacon, allowing the 
candidates to read the Word of God, except 
for the Gospel, at liturgical assemblies. The 
next step will be the Rite of Acolyte.

“How providential that we celebrate 
the conferral of the ministry of Lector on 
the Memorial of Saint Jerome, whose life 
was synonymous with devotion to the 
Sacred Scriptures and with a deep love for 
the written word of God,” Bishop Bambera 
said during his homily. “It is no surprise 
that Saint Jerome, who was equally known 

for never shying away from expressing 
his views on most subjects in a clear and 
decisive manner, would rightly claim, 
‘Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of 
Christ.’”

Bishop Bambera told the men 
receiving the ministry of Lector that this 
moment is not merely a stepping stone in 
their path to becoming a deacon.

“To the contrary, you are being called 
to a special recognition of the Word of God 
in your lives that is essential to the life of 
the Church,” the bishop noted. “What an 
awesome responsibility to walk with Jesus 
through your encounter of Him in the Word 
of God.”

Most importantly, Bishop Bambera 
explained to the candidates that the Word 
of God must be “living and vibrant” in their 
lives and never “reduced to mere symbols 
on a page.”

“Live with authenticity the Word of 
God that you will proclaim through love 
and service to the People of God,” Bishop 
Bambera said. 

Pictured after the Mass with the Rite of Institution of Lectors on Sept. 30, 2023, are, front 
row, from left: Deacon Walter G. Janoski, Coordinator of Candidate Advisor and Pastoral 
Formation Programs; Rev. Mark DeCelles, Associate Director of the Permanent Diaconate, 
Christian D. Saunders; Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton; Monsignor 
David Bohr, Diocesan Secretary for Clergy Formation; and Rev. John V. Polednak, V.E., 
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy. Second row, from left: Joel Marte; Michaelangelo J. Colaneri; 
Ernesto A. Capo; Frank A. Fanelli; and Francisco Castelan. Third row, from left: Fernando 
B. Alves; Jorge A. Roca; and Rafael Sanchez. 

Two downtown Wilkes-Barre parishes 
consolidate to form one new parish: 

Saint Nicholas-Saint Mary Parish
WILKES-BARRE – We are stronger 

together.
That is the message that Father Joseph 

Verespy hoped to instill in his parishioners 
on the weekend of Oct. 7 & 8, 2023, as the 
new parish he now leads, Saint Nicholas-
Saint Mary Parish, was officially formed. 

After two years of discussion and 
consultation using the Vision 2030 
Pastoral Planning Process, the parish 
communities of Saint 
Nicholas and Our Lady 
of Fatima were officially 
brought together in a 
consolidation.

“I said this is a 
chance for us to hit the 
reset button, to take a 
good look at who we 
are,” Father Verespy said. 
“We are located right 
downtown (in Wilkes-
Barre) and it is a chance 
to bring new life together 
as one parish and look 
at the talents that we 
have and examine how 
welcoming we are.”

Saint Nicholas 
Parish and Our Lady 
of Fatima Parish were originally linked in 
2021 under the leadership of a single pastor, 
Father Verespy. After examining many of the 
priority drivers in the Vision 2030 Process, 
including demographic changes in the 
community, Mass attendance, sacramental 
participation, financial obligations and the 
availability of clergy, the recommendation 
was brought forward to create one parish 
out of the previous two independent entities. 

“When people see us now, hopefully it 
will be a parish people want to be a part of, 
but that is only going to be because we’re 
in this together,” the long-time pastor said. 

In early September, in preparation of 
the consolidation, a new weekend Mass 
schedule was implemented. There is a 
Saturday 4 p.m. Vigil Mass in English and 
6 p.m. Vigil Mass in Spanish. Both are 
being held at Saint Nicholas Church.

On Sunday, there are Masses at 8 a.m. 
(English), 10 a.m. (English) and 12:15 p.m. 
(Spanish) at Saint Nicholas Church and a 
12:10 p.m. Mass (English) at Saint Mary of 
the Immaculate Conception Church.

Father Verespy indicated that the 
schedule is provisional and will be 
evaluated as time goes by and the new 
Saint Nicholas-Saint Mary Parish comes 
into formation. 

One of the most 
obvious changes for 
parishioners was a new 
consolidated bulletin on 
the first weekend of the 
new parish. The design 
of the first bulletin was 
simple and featured only 
the name of the new 
parish and the date it was 
established, Oct. 7, 2023.

“I started my 
homily by saying, 
‘Take a good look 
at the bulletin. It’s 
pretty empty, pretty 
bland, pretty vanilla 
… but we are going 
to fill the blanks in 
here together,’” Father 

Verespy stated. 
Because of the discussions and 

consultation that has taken place, the first 
weekend of the consolidated parish was not 
anything out of the ordinary.

“We are going to bring our common 
faith, our talents, our time, and our 
personalities together so when people 
see the words Saint Nicholas-Saint Mary 
Parish, they will see us, our shared life, but 
it’s going to be up to us to do that together,” 
Father Verespy added. 

Because of the consolidation, the new 
Saint Nicholas-Saint Mary Parish will 
have one new parish office located at 226 
S. Washington Street, which is formerly 
the office of Saint Nicholas Parish. Office 
hours will be Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. 
to noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. The phone 
number is (570) 823-7736.

The front cover of the first parish 
bulletin for Saint Nicholas-Saint Mary 
Parish.
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Bishop Bambera’s Message for Respect Life Month 2023
Dear Friends, 

In 1972, the year before the United States 
Supreme Court ruled on Roe v. Wade to legalize 
abortion in the United States, the Catholic 
Church in the United States dedicated the 
month of October as a special season to promote 
a culture of life throughout our land. 

As it does every year, this sacred season 
calls us to focus our prayers upon a renewed 
commitment to treasure and preserve human 
life from the moment of conception to natural 
death. As such, we have and should continue 
to work tirelessly to create a culture that moves 
beyond the cavalier attitude that has sadly 
resulted in far too many lives being lost through 
abortion, euthanasia, physician assisted suicide 
and capital punishment. 

The theme for our reflections this year is 
Radical Solidarity. 

Years ago, Saint John Paul II affirmed that solidarity 
“is not a feeling of vague compassion or shallow distress 
at the misfortunes of so many people … On the 
contrary, it is a firm and persevering determination 
to commit oneself to the common good … to the 
good of all and of each individual, because we are 
all really responsible for all.” In short, solidarity is 
the means by which we put our love for others into 
action, making their good a goal for our own lives.

At this critical moment in our world and 
particularly in the United States, we have been 
entrusted with new challenges to build a civilization 
of authentic love, rooted in a fundamental respect for 
the dignity of every human life. Notwithstanding the fact 
that the overturning of Roe v. Wade last year has given us 
hope, it has not diminished the work that still needs to be 
done to ensure that every human life is valued and loved. 

As a result of the Supreme Court decision, some areas 
of our country now protect the child in the womb, while 
other areas, sadly, are doing all they can to increase 
access to abortion. Here in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, tragically, efforts to protect human 
life are being compromised more than we might 
realize. Plans are being made to terminate Real 
Alternatives, a statewide contract maintained 
by federal and state funding, which has been in 
existence for over 27 years and has provided a 
critical lifeline to nearly 350,000 women who have 
suddenly found themselves in need when confronted 
with an unplanned pregnancy. 

Nearly half of Real Alternatives’ service providers 
consist of Catholic Charities and Catholic Social Services 

sites throughout our state. These important 
human services sites provide critical pregnancy 
and parenting support from the moment 
mothers find out they are pregnant through 
12 months following the birth of their babies. 
The termination of this vital contract, should it 
occur here in the Diocese of Scranton alone, will 
almost certainly result in diminished funding 
for Saint Joseph’s Center and challenge the very 
existence of relief programs for pregnant women 
in Scranton and Carbondale. Most notably, 
Shepherd’s Maternity House in Stroudsburg, 
which provides a safe home for women facing 
unexpected and challenging pregnancies, could 
lose over 80-percent of its annual funding that 
comes through a grant from Real Alternatives.

Simply put, brothers and sisters, if we desire 
to live our lives as Christians with authenticity, 

we have no choice. We cannot merely speak of 
our respect for human life or self-righteously  c r i t i c i z e 

those whose beliefs may be different from our own. We 
must enliven our words with action. 

We must be fearless in our defense of the unborn 
– but also mothers in need, the elderly, the sick, the 
poor, the disabled, the prisoner, the immigrant and 
all whose lives are in jeopardy. Nor can we shrink 
from confronting life issues in our prayer, in what 
and how we teach as a Church, in the pastoral 
care that we offer and, in the initiatives, and public 

policies that we are able to influence through our 
right to vote. 

Brothers and sisters, the radical solidarity that 
so reflects the teaching of Jesus refers to something 

much more than just a few sporadic acts of generosity 
or the empty words of the self-righteous. A culture of 
radical solidarity, as Pope Francis has proclaimed, “gets 
involved by word and deed in people’s daily lives … and 
it embraces human life, touching the suffering flesh of 

Christ in others.” 
May each of us who seek to live as authentic 

disciples work together to build a culture of life 
through radical, sacrificial, Christ-like love and 
service of every human life made in the image and 
likeness of our Creator. 

Faithfully yours in Christ,

 
    Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.

       Bishop of Scranton

Images from the Diocese of Scranton Respect Life Mass held Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023
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Lycoming County parishes become more welcoming to new mothers and 
infants by joining ‘Breastfeeding Welcome Here Initiative’

WILLIAMSPORT – Two 
parishes in Lycoming County 
are working to become more 
welcoming to the community – 
especially young mothers and 
their infants.

In late August, Saint 
Boniface Parish in Williamsport 
and Saint Lawrence Parish in 
South Williamsport signed on to 
the ‘Breastfeeding Welcome Here 
Initiative.’ The move comes after 
Williamsport was one of two cities 
in the commonwealth designated 
a ‘Breastfeeding Family Friendly 
Community’ by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health.

“We want to welcome young 
families. We want church to be a 
place where children are always 
part of the picture,” Rev. Glenn 
McCreary, pastor, explained. 
“I’ve often said that I don’t mind 
when a child is crying during 
Mass. We’re Catholic, we’re pro-
life and crying children is what 
life sounds like. Now, we want 
to clearly extend that welcome to 
the breastfeeding individuals and 
families among us.”

Lisa McCloskey, RN, BSN, 
IBCLC, Lycoming/Clinton 
Breastfeeding Coalition Chair, 

and a parishioner at Saint 
Boniface, helped both parishes 
with the process.

“We are creating a 
welcoming environment to 
remove barriers to make it 
easier for all families to choose 
and to continue human milk 
feeding and to change a culture 
to normalize breastfeeding,” 
McCloskey said. 

For the best health outcomes, 
the American Academy of 

Pediatrics recommends exclusive 
breastfeeding for approximately 
six months followed by 
continued breastfeeding with 
complementary foods for at least 
two years and beyond as mutually 
desired. 

“There are short-term and 
long-term health benefits for both 
children and the breastfeeding 
parent which improve the 
health of the community, 
reducing healthcare costs, 

higher productivity, and lower 
absenteeism from work and 
school,” McCloskey continued. 

By signing onto the 
‘Breastfeeding Welcome Here 
Initiative,’ the two parishes will 
allow a mother to freely feed her 
infants and young children in 
public, without ever being asked 
to cover up or move. If families 
request a private location to pump 
or feed, they will be directed to 
a comfortable space that is not a 
bathroom. Restrooms are not a 
hygienic place to prepare or eat a 
meal. 

“We don’t want to send a 
mother off to a lavatory to feed,” 
Father McCreary said. “Nor do 
we want her to feel she doesn’t 
belong here because the Mass and 
feeding schedules overlap.”

Before affixing stickers to 
the doors of his parishes to let the 
community know of their support, 
Father McCreary also explained 
to his parishioners what this new 
‘welcome’ will look like.

“If you’re comfortable 
feeding in your pew, do it. If you 
want to step out to a more private 
place, we will give you some 
options. Our confessional rooms 

in both churches are open and 
offer comfortable seating. Saint 
Boniface also gives the option to 
go to the lounge, where you can 
continue to hear the Liturgy while 
you care for that child.”

McCloskey said the more 
we see breastfeeding, the more 
natural it becomes. In addition to 
the two Roman Catholic parishes 
that have signed on, James V. 
Brown Library in Williamsport 
and the Lycoming County State 
Health Center have also signed 
onto the initiative. 

“It’s through creating an 
environment of acceptance 
to make families feel more 
comfortable and by educating 
the community to learn why it’s 
important to accept breastfeeding 
that we are able to change our 
culture,” McCloskey said. “We 
need to sensitively provide 
options to meet families where 
they are at to make sure they are 
comfortable.”

For the two churches, it 
is all about being a part of the 
“welcoming church.”

“Let young families – visitors 
and members – find a home here,” 
Father McCreary said. 

Rev. Glenn McCreary, V.E., stands with parishioners outside Saint 
Boniface Church in Williamsport after affixing a ‘Breastfeeding 
Welcome Here’ sticker to the door of his church in August. 

Still looking for a bus trip to the PA March for Life?
Contact:

Scranton Area: Shannon Kowalski  (570) 207-2213, x1155

Wilkes-Barre Area: Chris Calore  (570) 824-5621

Hazleton Area: Carol Matz  (570) 956-0817
  Maryann Lawhon  (570) 788-5646

Pocono Pines: Stephen Glinane  (570) 977-4617

Parishes hold Pro-Life Chain events on Respect Life Sunday (Oct. 1)

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish
Brodheadsville, Monroe County

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
Tunkhannock, Wyoming County
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Hundreds fills the streets of Hazleton for Eucharistic Procession
HAZLETON – More than 700 people 

filled the streets of Hazleton earlier this 
month participating in a large Eucharistic 
Procession. The goal was to bring people’s 
faith and love of Jesus out into the 
community.

On Sunday, Oct. 1, both Spanish 
and English-speaking parishioners of 
Annunciation Parish spent more than 90 
minutes navigating the narrow streets of the 
city’s south side while singing and praying. 

“During this magnificent procession 
through the streets of the south side, I just 
felt the Lord, the Lord of the Miracles, El 
Señor de Los Milagros, our Eucharistic 
Lord, was touching hearts and touching 
lives in the way that only he can,” Father 
Kevin Miller, pastor, Annunciation Parish, 
said. “For my part, I am nothing but grateful 
to everyone who helped put this together 
and everyone who participated.”

The Eucharistic Procession was 
held as part of a three-day celebration at 
Annunciation Parish in honor of Saint 
Gabriel, patron of the parish church. Saint 
Gabriel is most well known as the angel 
chosen by God to be the messenger of the 
Annunciation. 

The Procession was also held to honor 
El Señor de Los Milagros (The Lord of the 
Miracles), the Patron of Peruvian residents, 
which is celebrated during the entire month 

of October. El Señor de Los Milagros 
is traditionally one of the most popular 
religious celebrations in Latin America.

“The community of Saint Gabriel is a 
magnificent community. We are so happy 
to be part of this community. Everyone 
came here so joyful. We love doing things 
together,” Father Neftali Feliz-Sena, 
assistant pastor, Annunciation Parish, said. 

Prior to the Eucharistic Procession, 
a bilingual Mass was held inside Saint 
Gabriel Church. 

Mary Jane 
Thomas, who has 
attended Mass at 
Saint Gabriel Church 
all her life, found the 
Mass and procession 
to be very inspiring. 

“I am so happy 
to see that we are 
all joining together 
as one, as we should 
be, because it is one 
church, one God, and 
it was just beautiful 
today,” Thomas said. 
“I walked just about 
all of it.”

Thomas has 
seen a lot of change 
in her parish over the 
last several decades, 

but she believes her faith has only been 
strengthened by the influx of Spanish-
speaking parishioners.

“When I first started to go to the 
Hispanic Mass, it was a little challenging at 
first, but then I found myself moving along 
with everybody and clapping. I thought, they 
are praising the Lord and we can all praise the 
Lord in whatever form we can,” she added.

Veronica Mizenko of McAdoo 
recently returned to the Catholic faith and 

was pleased that the Eucharistic Procession 
was held so that Jesus could be shared with 
the entire community.

“Father is taking Jesus out into 
the streets and amongst the people. All 
languages, all creeds, anybody is welcome 
in this church and he makes you feel so 
warm and so welcome,” Mizenko said. 
“Father Kevin is bringing Him (Jesus) 
out for everyone to see and hear. It is so 
touching.”

Mizenko said she saw several people 
watch the procession from their porches 
and cars, with some even joining in.

“People were just walking up and saw 
the procession and just started walking 
behind the procession and it is all for 
God. It was wonderful. It really was,” she 
explained.

The procession was held as the Catholic 
Church in the United States has entered its 
second phase of the U.S. Bishops’ National 
Eucharistic Revival, a three-year initiative 
by the prelates to inspire belief in the 
Eucharist following a 2019 Pew Research 
study that suggested only about one-third 
of U.S. Catholics believe the Church’s 
teaching that the Eucharist is truly the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. 

The second phase of the revival, the 
Year of Parish Revival, is meant to foster 
Eucharistic devotion at the parish level.

Father Kevin Miller, pastor, Annunciation Parish, leads a Eucharistic 
Procession of more than 700 people through the streets of South 
Hazleton on Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023. (Photo/Eric Deabill)

Adore, Receive, Become: Eucharistic Tent Revival held at Peckville Parish
PECKVILLE – Hundreds of people 

gathered throughout the day on Sunday, 
Sept. 17, 2023, on the parish grounds 
of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in 
Peckville, as well as in the church, for a 
day of Eucharistic Revival that renewed 
the faithful’s knowledge and love of 
Our Lord’s gift of the Eucharist to us. 
Immediately following the 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Mass, children gathered under a 
tent to learn about Eucharistic Adoration 
as they prayed and gave praise to God in 
the Eucharist and then went forth to share 
their light with the world. 

After a period of quiet Adoration, all 
those gathered in the tent prayed a Rosary 
for Eucharistic Revival and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet. Soon after, a light rain 
prompted the remainder of the program to 
be moved inside. This did not dampen the 

spirit as the parish music ministry continued 
praising and worshipping God in song, as 
the Blessed Sacrament remained exposed 
inside the church. Then, a communal 
Anointing service provided a great number 
of individuals the opportunity to receive 
the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 

The Eucharistic Revival Day culminated 
with a Mass of Thanksgiving with pastor, 
Rev. Andrew Kurovsky, and concelebrant and 
guest homilist, Msgr. Richard LaVerghetta, 
who challenged the community to continue 
to Adore, Receive and Become Jesus 
Christ, through the grace of the Eucharist. 
His challenge to expand our own “tents,” 
individually, and as a parish, is definitely in 
keeping with the parish motto: “the Round 
Church, where there’s room for everyone!”

The day concluded with a parish pasta 
dinner in the parish hall, enjoyed by nearly 

250 people and provided with the help of 
Fiorelli’s Catering and volunteers from the 
parish and Cub Scouts Pack 34 Jessup.

“Eukharistos,” Greek for “Eucharist,” 
means “grateful.” What a perfect word, as 
the entire Sacred Heart of Jesus community 

is grateful for all the parishioners and friends 
who gathered under the tent and in the 
church for this most memorable day. Even 
the rain made the gathering memorable by 
blessing all with a special “sprinkling rite” 
during this day of Eucharistic Revival!

“Enlarge the 
space of your 
tent, spread out 
your tent cloths 
unsparingly , 
lengthen your 
ropes and make 
firm your pegs” 

(Is 54:2) Hundreds of people participated in a Eucharistic Tent Revival at 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Peckville on Sept. 17, 2023.
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THE EUCHARIST: 
A DREAM COME TRUE

-A Priesthood Perspective by Father Peter Tomczak-
Pastor, Saint Monica Parish, West Wyoming

A few weeks ago, I was 
listening to a local radio station.  
The host asked his listeners, 
when they were kids, what they 
wanted to be when they grew 
up, and if they actually became 
what they dreamed of doing.  

Most people responded 
that what they once imagined 
themselves doing as kids never 
came to be. I thought to myself, 
“mine actually did!”

In fact, one day when 
my family and I were going 
through boxes of old pictures, 
some saved art projects from 
my five siblings and myself, 
and miscellaneous school 
assignments that somehow 
had been saved, we came 
across a school assignment 
from when I was in first grade at 
Kennedy Elementary School in 
Nanticoke.

The assignment was to list 
things we might like to be when 
we grow up. On the top of my 
list was to be a priest. In second 
place, I wanted to be a fireman, 
and in third place to be a bus 
driver. By the way, I was the only 
student who wrote “priest” on 
their list as I recall my teacher, 
Mrs. Makowski saying. It’s funny 
what catches our attention in the 
innocence of youth. I can’t even 
remotely think of myself as a 
fireman or anything other than a 
Catholic priest.  

You might be wondering 
what would prompt a first grader 
to be a priest when he grew up.  
Good question.

I’d like to share some 
of what first prompted my 
response, and how it led to 
my love of the Eucharist. Back 

then, my twin sister Allison and 
I were assigned to afternoon 
kindergarten, so our mornings 
were free. We walked with my 
mother to Mass each weekday 
morning to Saint Francis of 
Assisi Church.

I was fascinated at what 
the priest was doing at the 
Altar.  One day, as he lifted his 
hands and gently brought them 
down again, which in time I’d 
come to understand as “calling 
down the Holy Spirit to confect 
the Eucharist,” I saw something 
I’ll never forget: there was a 
vertical concentrated bright 
light that looked as if it was 
penetrating through the roof 
over the Altar and rested on the 
paten and chalice.

While I didn’t understand all 
that was happening, I did know 
that something amazing was 
happening. 

I remember my mother 
telling me that the Holy Spirit 
was making the bread and wine 
the Body and Blood of Christ.  
As if there were any doubt, I 
knew that this was truly Jesus 
because every time my mother 
would receive Communion, 
she would give my sister and I 
a kiss on the cheek when she 
returned to our pew. 

One day I asked her why 
she always gave us a kiss after 
receiving Holy Communion.  
She told me that she’s sharing 
Jesus with us until we are 
old enough to receive Him 
ourselves when we receive our 
First Holy Communion.  

As young as I was, I’ll never 
forget that, and how by her 
simple loving kiss on the cheek, 

she was letting us know that the 
Eucharistic Jesus is very real!  
As I reflect, I realize that the 
Light of Christ was entering my 
heart in a very special way. 

I mention this because it is 
my hope that parents will share 
the Lord with their children. You 
might be pleasantly surprised 
at their perceptiveness and 
openness.  Let them know the 
beauty and reality of Christ in 
their lives.  Help them to develop 
their own relationship with the 
Lord. The gift of sharing your faith 
will be the greatest gift you can 
ever give them. If they learn and 
know that the Lord is truly with 
them, there’s no obstacle they 
cannot overcome, especially the 
challenges that our children face 
in our modern world.  

As the years went by, as 
my love for the Lord grew, so 
did the intimate knowledge of 
God’s love for me continue to 
grow. I came to realize through 
prayer and discernment, the 
Lord really was calling me to 
the priesthood.  

My childhood dream 
became a reality on June 4, 
2005. The front of my ordination 
card reads, “Consecrated to 
Preach the Gospel, Sustain 
God’s People, and Celebrate the 
Liturgy.” I keep a framed copy on 
my desk, and I see it every day. 
There is no greater joy in my 
life than to bring the Lord to His 
beloved children, especially in 
the Eucharist. At each Mass as 
I distribute Holy Communion, I 
look each person in the eye and 
say, “The Body of Christ.” 

This signifies who we are 
receiving, who we are, and who 

we strive to be. This is not a 
representation, but the living, 
loving reality of Christ Himself 
coming to us in our brokenness 
and in the fallen nature of 
humanity. As that bright light, I 
saw so long ago as a five-year-
old, penetrated the gifts of bread 
and wine, that same bright Light 
of Christ penetrates our heart, 
soul and very being, every time 
we receive and adore Him.

During this blessed time 
of Eucharistic Revival, the 
Real Presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist, that we might 
sometimes take for granted, 
is brought to the forefront of 
our lives once again. We’re 
seeing in our parishes more 
teachings on the Eucharist as 
we’re learning His importance 
in the lived experience of Christ 
in our everyday lives. We’re 
seeing more Holy Hours and 
invitations to spend time with 
the Lord in Adoration. We are 
indeed in a time of grace and 
renewal, a time that is far too 
precious to let pass without our 
participation.

The Lord is summoning His 
people to come to Him, be still, 
and know that He is God.  Let’s 
take advantage of these graced 
moments to spend quality time 
with the Lord.  

Sometimes we forget 
to invite the Lord into our 
everydayness, into our joys 
and sorrows and into our hopes 
and dreams. Now is the time 
and today is the day to respond 
to the Lord calling, to renew 
our life in Christ, and to share 
in the joy and wonder of His 
life, death, and resurrection, 

especially in the celebration of 
Eucharistic Adoration. When 
we adore the Lord, and bring 
all that we have and are to Him, 
all that we aspire to be, our joys 
increase and the sorrows that 
we hold in our hearts become 
bearable.  We know that we are 
loved.

What might the Lord be 
trying to say to you today?  

Too often we run away 
from Him rather than toward 
Him. Don’t run from Him. With 
so many things vying for our 
attention, let’s not silence or 
suppress the voice of God Who 
desires to speak to our hearts. 
What better time to speak to the 
Lord and allow Him to speak to 
us than in graced moments of 
silence in Eucharistic Adoration.  

Gaze upon the loveliness of 
Christ. Take a deep breath and 
breathe in the love of the Lord. 
Pour out your heart to Him and 
let the Lord pour out His loving 
heart to you. It is a heart that 
speaks of the peace we long 
to hear, a heart that gives the 
love we need to sustain us, a 
heart that loves and embraces 
us despite our faults, failings, 
and shortcomings. This is 
the heart of Christ. This is the 
tender, merciful heart that gives 
Himself to us freely. This is 
the heart that empowers us, 
renews our listless spirits, and 
restores the joy and innocence 
of our youth. 

May each and every one 
of us respond as Samuel did 
when he heard the voice of God 
calling to him in the silence and 
stillness of the night,” Speak 
Lord, Your servant is listening.”
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KINGSTON — The Most 
Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop 
of Scranton, served as principal 
celebrant of a Pontifical Mass of 
Christian Burial for Father Daniel 
Yenkevich on Sept. 28 at the 
church of Saint Ignatius Loyola 
Parish in Kingston.

Father Yenkevich, who was 
ordained to the priesthood for 
the Diocese of Scranton in 1990, 
was residing in Scranton when 
he died on Sept. 23 at Hospice of 
the Sacred Heart, Dunmore, at the 
age of 88.

Born in Butler Township on 
Nov. 17, 1934, son of the late 
Joseph and Teofile Varnagiris 
Yenkevich, Father Yenkevich was 
a graduate of Saint Gabriel High 
School, Hazleton, and attended 
The University of Scranton, where 
he earned his bachelor’s degree in 
history in June 1963.

H e  l a t e r  e n r o l l e d  a t 
Niagara University in upstate 
New York, obtaining a master’s 

Burial rites held for Father Daniel Yenkevich, Diocesan priest for 33 years

Father Daniel Yenkevich

degree in history and certificate 
of specialization in Soviet and 
Eastern European Affairs.

Father Yenkevich completed 
his preparatory theological studies 
and priestly formation at Pope Saint 
John XXIII National Seminary in 
Weston, Mass., and was ordained 
on June 30, 1990, in the Cathedral 
of Saint Peter by Most Rev. James 
C. Timlin, late Bishop Emeritus of 
Scranton.

Following ordination, Father 
served as assistant pastor of Holy 
Trinity Parish in Nanticoke until 
his appointment to the Order of 
Franciscans Minor in June 1992. 
He was assigned as assistant pastor 
of Saint Matthew Parish, East 
Stroudsburg, in October. 1998.

I n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 1 , 
Father Yenkevich received his 
first pastorate, at Saint Mary’s 
Annunciation Parish in Kingston, 
where he served until he retired 
from pastoral ministry in November 
2009.

During his years of retirement, 
he continued to serve the Diocese 
as administrator of the parishes of 
Saint John, East Stroudsburg; Saint 
Cecelia and Saint the John the 
Baptist, Exeter; Queen of Heaven, 
Hazleton; Saint Maximilian Kolbe, 
Pocono Pines; and Saints Peter & 
Paul, Plains.

“Father Dan was born into 
a very large family of humble 
beginnings by growing up on a 
farm,” said Father Richard Cirba, 
who delivered the funeral Mass 
homily for his priest-friend, adding 
Father Yenkevich lived his life with 

“total enthusiasm, dedication and 
persistence.”

“He loved his Lithuanian 
heritage and his mission and 
ministry to his Lithuanian people,” 
Father Cirba continued, “and really 
enjoyed (traveling) to Lithuania 
and serving here in Kingston.”

The homilist also shared that 
the Diocesan priest of 33 years was 
a gifted furniture refinisher, as well 
as artist, and lived out his desire for 
cloistered life as a religious hermit 
in East Alstead, New Hampshire.

Quoting Saint John Eudes, 
Father Cirba stated, “The greatest 
effect of God’s mercy, the most 
precious grace he bestows upon 
mankind is to send worthy priests, 
men after His own heart, seeking 
only His glory and the salvation 
of souls.”

He followed these saintly 
words with, “Father Dan was one 
of those worthy priests. Like Father 
Dan, every priest here is privileged 
to serve God and His people in 

this awesome vocation of the Holy 
Priesthood. Even though we carry 
this treasure in ‘earthen vessels’ of 
our frail humanity and sinfulness, 
it is a Holy Priesthood because we 
are ‘other Christs.’”

“May the meek and humble 
heart of Father Dan be rewarded 
and welcomed with (the) words, 
‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. Come, share your master’s 
joy,’” the homilist concluded.

Surviving are a brother, 
William Yenkevich, Conyngham; 
several nieces and nephews; and 
his caregiver, John Dortelina.

Father Yenkevich was also 
preceded in death by five sisters, 
Evelyn Yencho, Tilly Roszkowski, 
Ruth Lucas, Dorothy Dombroski 
and Eleanor Mockaitis; and nine 
brothers, Joseph, Michael, George, 
Sargiusas (Saggie), Kostanta 
(Gus), Charles, Algert, Edward 
and William.

Interment was held at Saint 
Ignatius Cemetery, Kingston.

Independent audit determines Diocese of Scranton in full compliance with 
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People

SCRANTON – The 
independent auditing firm 
of StoneBridge Business 
Partners recently conducted a 
thorough on-site audit of the 
child protection policies of 
the Diocese of Scranton and 
determined the Diocese to be in 
full compliance. 

The audit period covered the 
time period of July 1, 2020, to 
June 30, 2023. 

Auditors examined the 
Diocese’s protocols regarding 
training, reporting, and ensuring 
safe environments for young 
people according to the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ mandated Charter for 
the Protection of Children and 
Young People. 

The Diocese of 
Scranton has passed 
audits of its child 
protection procedures, 
policies and records 
every year since the 
policy was adopted by 
the USCCB in 2002.

In receiving the 
latest compliance audit 
results, the Most Rev. 
Joseph C. Bambera, 
Bishop of Scranton, 
stated, “Our 21-year 
compliance record with 
child protection audits 
highlights the commitment that 
the Diocese of Scranton, along 
with its parishes and schools, 
has in ensuring the protection 
of children. This independent 

verification underscores the fact 
that rigorous training is being 
conducted and reliable reporting 
mechanisms are in place.”

Diocesan Safe Environment 
Coordinator Erin McGrady added 

that the audit results 
confirm the Diocese of 
Scranton is following the 
promises of the Charter.

“While many steps 
have been taken to 
address clergy sexual 
abuse, we must continue 
to listen, care for and 
walk with survivors. 
Every one of us must 
remain committed 
to safeguarding and 
strengthening our 
policies against the 
sexual abuse of minors,” 

McGrady stated. 
The Diocese of Scranton’s 

Safe Environment Office ensures 
that Charter standards are 
continually met.

For more information 
on the Diocese of Scranton’s 
Safe Environment Program, 
or for a full overview of all 
policies and protocols, visit 
dioceseofscranton.org.

To report sexual abuse by a 
member of clergy, an employee 
or volunteer of the Catholic 
Church, contact your local police 
department or county District 
Attorney and Mary Beth Pacuska, 
victim assistance coordinator for 
the Diocese of Scranton at (570) 
862-7551.

To report sexual misconduct 
by a bishop or eparch, 
contact the national reporting 
website or reporting hotline at 
ReportBishopAbuse.org, or by 
calling 1-800-276-1562.
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October 15 - Mass at Saint John Vianney Parish
  Montdale, 11:00 a.m.

October 16 - Pennsylvania March for Life
  Harrisburg, Noon

October 16-19 - Priests Convocation

October 21 - Pennsylvanians for Human Life Prayer Breakfast
  Fiorelli’s, Peckville, 9:00 a.m.

October 22 - World Mission Sunday Mass
  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 12:15 p.m.

October 23 - School Mass for Notre Dame Elementary and Jr./Sr. High School
  East Stroudsburg, 9:00 a.m.

November 2 - All Soul’s Day Mass
  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 12:10 p.m.

November 4 - 175th Anniversary Mass for Sisters of Christian Charity
  Saint Nicholas Church, Wilkes-Barre, Noon

November 5 - Consecrated Life Mass
  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 12:15 p.m.

November 5 - Leave a Mark Mass
  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 5:00 p.m.

November 12-16 - United States Conference of Catholic Bishops General   
  Meeting, Baltimore

APPOINTMENTS
His Excellency, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, announces the following 

appointments, effective as follows:

Reverend Andrew Amankwaa, from Administrator pro tem, Saint Brigid Parish, 
Friendsville, effective October 20, 2023, and Administrator pro tem, Most Holy Trinity 
Parish, Susquehanna, effective October 24, 2023, to Administrator pro tem, Saint John 

Vianney Parish, Montdale, effective October 24, 2023.

Reverend Michael S. Drevitch, from administrative leave to Parochial Vicar, Corpus 
Christi Parish, West Pittston, and Saint Barbara Parish, Exeter, effective October 20, 2023.

 

Reverend Michael Amo Gyau, to Parochial Vicar, Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary 
Parish, Jermyn, effective October 24, 2023. Father will remain Parochial Vicar, Christ 

the King Parish, Archbald.
  

Reverend Thomas Augustine, from ministry, Diocese of Nellore, India, to 
Administrator pro tem, Saint Brigid Parish, Friendsville, effective October 20, 2023.

Reverend J. Duane Gavitt, from Chaplain, Holy Redeemer High School, Wilkes Barre, 
effective September 29, 2023. Father will remain Pastor, Holy Rosary Parish, Hazleton, 

and Holy Name of Jesus Parish, West Hazleton.
 

Reverend Ryan P. Glenn, to Pastor, Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary Parish, Jermyn, 
effective October 24, 2023. Father will remain Pastor, Christ the King Parish, Archbald.

Reverend Michael J. Kirwin, from Pastor, Saint John Vianney Parish, Montdale, to 
Pastor Emeritus, effective September 30, 2023.

Reverend John M. Lapera, to Pastor, Our Lady of the Snows Parish, Clarks Summit, 
effective January 24, 2024.  Father Lapera will remain Pastor, Church of Saint Gregory, 

Clarks Green.

Monsignor Joseph G. Quinn, J.D., J.C.L., from Pastor, Our Lady of the Snows Parish, 
Clarks Summit, to Pastor Emeritus, Our Lady of the Snows Parish and Senior Priest, 
Our Lady of the Snows Parish, Clarks Summit, and Church of Saint Gregory, Clarks 

Green, effective January 24, 2024.

Reverend John C. Ruth, from Pastor, Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary Parish, Jermyn, 
to Pastor, Most Holy Trinity Parish, Susquehanna, effective October 24, 2023.

Reverend Kenneth M. Seegar, from leave of absence for reasons of health to Sacramental 
Minister, Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish, Pittston, effective October 1, 2023.

Reverend Philbert Takyi-Nketiah, to Chaplain, Holy Redeemer High School, Wilkes-
Barre, effective September 29, 2023. Father will remain Parochial Vicar, St. Jude Parish, 

Mountain Top, and Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Dorrance.

Reverend Seth D. Wasnock, V.F., to Administrator pro tem, Saint John Vianney Parish, 
Scott Township, effective September 30, 2023 to October 24, 2023. Father will remain 

Pastor, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish and Saint Rose of Lima Parish, Carbondale.

DEACON
 

Deacon James L. DiSimoni, from Diaconal Ministry, Diocese of Erie, to Diaconal 
Ministry, Prince of Peace Parish, Old Forge, effective September 29, 2023.

BISHOP BAMBERA’S SCHEDULE

Monsignor Dale R. Rupert appointed Diocesan Director of Worship
SCRANTON – On Monday, 

Sept. 25, 2023, the Most Rev. Joseph 
C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
announced that Monsignor Dale R. 
Rupert will be assuming the duties of the 
Diocesan Director of Worship, effective 
immediately. 

The appointment comes following 
the departure of David Baloga from the 
position in the Diocesan Office for Parish 
Life earlier in the month.

The Diocesan Director of Worship 
works directly with the Diocesan Bishop in 
his role as chief steward of the mysteries 
of God and the overseer, promoter, and 
guardian of the liturgical life of the Church 
in Scranton. 

As a 
m e m b e r 
of the 
D i o c e s a n 
C u r i a , 
he will 
oversee the 
p l a n n i n g 
a n d 
execu t ion 
of all 
pontifical 
M a s s e s 
at the 
Cathedral 
of Saint Peter and review all liturgical 
forms for parish-based pontifical Masses. 

He will also serve as a resource person to 
diocesan parishes, institutions, staff, and 
offices, and will oversee details related to 
the celebration of the National Eucharistic 
Revival in the Diocese.

Monsignor Rupert will remain Senior 

Priest and Pastor Emeritus, Cathedral of 
Saint Peter, Scranton, and Senior Priest, 
Immaculate Conception Parish, Scranton, 
Instructor in the Permanent Diaconate 
Program, and Diocesan Master of 
Ceremonies. 

Monsignor Dale R. Rupert
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Dorrance church celebrates its centennial anniversary
DORRANCE – Parishioners of Saint 

Mary, Our Lady Help of Christians Parish 
in Dorrance gathered on Saturday, Sept. 23, 
2023, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
their church.

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, 
Bishop of Scranton, was the principal 
celebrant and homilist for the centennial 
celebration. 

“As we gather to celebrate the 
Eucharist, the power and presence of God 
that is the heart of our faith, may our prayer 
be one of gratitude and hope: gratitude for 
all that has been and hope for what will be 
through the grace and goodness of God,” 
Bishop Bambera said during his homily. 

In celebration of its 100 years, The 
Catholic Light is looking back on the 
history of the parish. 

Due to the growing number of Roman 
Catholic residents settling in and around 
the Dorrance area in the early 1920s, the 

Diocese of Scranton 
determined there was 
a need for a church 
to administer to the 
spiritual needs of the 
faithful. Prior to that 
time, residents traveled 
to Wilkes-Barre, Sugar 
Notch, Nanticoke, or 
Hazleton to practice 
their faith. 

The original church 
was built on one acre 
of land donated by 
Andrew Kotulik. Later, 
he also donated the area 
that houses the picnic 
grounds. 

The original church took just over one 
year to build and was dedicated on Sept. 
27, 1925. At the time of its founding, Saint 
Mary’s was a mission church of Maternity 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in 
Wilkes-Barre. 

On Dec. 5, 1952, the original church 
was destroyed by fire. A faulty furnace was 

blamed for the destruction. After the fire, 
Sunday Mass was celebrated in the dining 
room of the Rustic Tavern until a new 
church could be built. 

After a groundbreaking on April 26, 
1953, the dedication of the new church was 
held on Feb. 14, 1954. The dedication and 
Mass were presided over by the Most Rev. 
Henry T. Klonowski, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Scranton. 

Saint Mary, Our Lady Help of 
Christians Parish was linked with Saint Jude 
Parish in Mountain Top on July 7, 2010. 
Father Joseph Evanko has been serving as 
pastor since that time and has been assisted 
by several different assistant pastors. 

In addition to its centennial 
celebration, which was marked on Sept. 23, 
2023, the parish had previously celebrated 
its milestone anniversaries of 75 years on 
July 25, 1998; 50 years on June 10, 1973; 
and 25 years on Nov. 14, 1948.

Parishioners of Saint Mary, Our Lady Help of Christians Parish 
in Dorrance celebrated the 100th anniversary of their church 
Sept. 23, 2023, with a special Mass celebrated by the Most 
Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton.

Two Lackawanna County parish communities join forces for ‘Day of Service’
CLARKS SUMMIT – Two parish 

communities in Lackawanna County came 
together for one important mission on 
Saturday, Sept. 30, 2023.

Nearly 250 parishioners from Our 
Lady of the Snows Parish, Clarks Summit, 
and Saint Gregory Parish, Clarks Green, 
clad in orange shirts, joined forces fanning 
out across their community to participate in 
a special ‘Day of Service.’

“We live, work and worship in the 
same area, so to come together to respond to 
the needs of the area just made sense,” Dan 
Marx, Director of Worship and Mission at 
Saint Gregory Parish, said. 

The volunteers took part in projects at 
11 different sites, including senior centers, 
public parks and streambeds, and even a 
local cemetery. 

“The response that we had to this 
day of service has just been incredible,” 
Marx added. “People have donated both 
their time and treasure to create Refugee 
Welcome Boxes for the refugees of our 
area to bagging groceries at an area grocery 
store for tips that went to the Catherine 
McAuley Center.”

At Our Lady of Peace School, several 
teenagers volunteered to hold a car wash 

to raise money for the veterans at Saint 
Francis Commons in Scranton. 

“I decided to do it because I thought 
it would be a nice thing to do for people,” 
Will Regan from Our Lady of the Snows 
Parish said. 

“I’m young and still active and I feel 
like I can help people that don’t have the 
same abilities,” Callahan Moore from Our 
Lady of the Snows added. “I think more 
people should do service projects like this.”

At the end of the day, the students 
raised $717 from the car wash.

“It’s fun. It’s not like I’m sitting around 
playing the computer my entire day. It’s a 

fun way of passing time instead of being 
at home,” volunteer Jacob Krenitsky said.

While the students were busy washing 
cars, other volunteers packaged and 
delivered 126 meals to the Community 
Intervention Center in Scranton. The 
food was cooked by parishioners in their 
homes and put together by another team of 
volunteers.

Sue Burke, Faith Formation Director 
at Our Lady of the Snows Parish, said the 
‘Day of Service’ is a powerful moment 
in teaching young people about the 
importance of volunteering.

“We’re so privileged and we have so 

much that we just need to share. We need 
to give to others and we need to teach our 
children to be able to give to others and that’s 
what we’re doing here today,” Burke said.

Next year, Our Lady of the Snows 
Parish and Saint Gregory Parish will come 
together in a linkage under one pastor. 
Events like the ‘Day of Service’ prove 
that parishioners can come together as one 
family with one purpose and mission.

“We know that together is in our future 
and so to come together in any opportunity, 
whether it’s to pray, worship, to serve or 
just gather as community, it is never a 
wasted effort,” Marx said.

A total of 242 volunteers from Saint Gregory Parish in Clarks Green and Our Lady of the Snows Parish in Clarks Summit participated in a 
Day of Service on Saturday, Sept. 30, 2023. Volunteers prepared meals, held community clean-ups and spent time at two senior centers.
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At Diocesan Youth Rally, young adults 
encouraged to ‘Be an Original’

SCRANTON – In a world 
where many people try to be 
copycats, every person is uniquely 
made in the image and likeness of 
God. That is what more than 200 
young people heard as they filled 
the Diocesan Pastoral Center 
Oct. 7, 2023, to participate in a 
Diocesan Youth Rally. 

Focusing on the theme of ‘Be 
an Original,’ the day-long event 
featured interactive workshops, 
Eucharistic Adoration, Mass with 
Bishop Bambera at the Cathedral 
of Saint Peter, and a keynote 
address from Steve Angrisano.

“God is so near to us, so 
close. I can’t put it on a piece of 
paper, I can’t take it to a court 
of law, but it’s as real as real can 
be,” Angrisano told the crowd of 
young adults. 

Angrisano is an internationally 
recognized Catholic composer, 
presenter, and passionate music 
missionary. He has been featured 
at 10 World Youth Days, emceed 
three National Catholic Youth 
Conferences, and served as emcee 
when Pope John Paul II visited 
Saint Louis in 1999.

“Our faith is not a superstition. 
Our God is real. God created this 
universe, and no one can tell you 
that is not true. No one. Anyone 
who says science can disprove 
God is lying to you,” he said. 

Through an artful mix of 
music and storytelling, Angrisano 
described the worst day of his 
life, April 20, 1999, when a mass 
shooting at Columbine High School, 
which was next to his church at the 
time, took the lives of 14 people. He 
described the grief and pain of that 
day but also how God was with him 
and the community.

“I am standing with you here 
today because I am certain of that. 
God wins in the end,” he said.

The young adults, many 
of whom are preparing for 
Confirmation and used the 

Diocesan Youth Rally as their 
retreat, got to choose the 
workshops they wanted to attend.

The sessions ranged from a 
panel on vocations, a session of  
authentic Catholic friendship, and 
even how Catholic teachings and 
spirituality can offer support for a 
person’s mental well-being. 

“It has been fun,” participant 
Anthony Salvi from Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Parish in 
Brodheadsville said. “In one of 
the workshops we were talking 
about why God created us and 
what was his reason and how 
much he loves us.”

Tanner Corkins of Saint 
Catherine of Siena Parish in 
Moscow thought the sessions 
were very insightful. 

“I was really excited to take 
part in the rally to grow closer to 
God and really learn more about 
our faith and understand it on a 
deeper level,” Corkins said. 

Many of the young people 
said the most meaningful part of 
the Diocesan Youth Rally was 
Eucharistic Adoration, which was 
led by Father Gerald Shantillo, Vicar 

With assistance of grant from Diocesan 
Annual Appeal, Tioga County parishes 

hold afternoon retreat
WELLSBORO - 

Parishioners from the 
three Catholic parishes 
of Tioga County, which 
include Holy Child in 
Manfield, Saint Peter’s 
in Wellsboro and Saint 
Thomas the Apostle in 
Elkland, came together 
for an afternoon of 
reflection on Sunday, 
Oct. 8, 2023. 

Mary Hallman, Diocesan 
Secretary for Parish Life, was 
the guest speaker at the “In the 
Breaking of the Bread” retreat 
which was held at Saint Peter’s 
Church in Wellsboro.

The parishes received a Faith 
Formation Grant from the Diocesan 
Annual Appeal for the event.

To make a gift to the 
Diocesan Annual Appeal, visit 
annualappeal.org.

More than 200 young adults participated in the 2023 Diocesan Youth 
Rally, which was held at the Diocesan Pastoral Center in Scranton, on 
Saturday, Oct. 7, 2023.

General of the Diocese of Scranton 
and Moderator of the Curia. 

“Just the peace that it brought 
me, I’ve never done it before, so it 
was very nice,” participant Gregory 
Nalesnik of Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Parish in Hawley said.

Organizers hope that the 
Diocesan Youth Rally gives 
the young people energy and 
excitement to be involved in their 
parish.

“More than anything, I hope 
that they take what they’ve learned 
and invest in their own faith,” 
Shannon Kowalski, Diocesan 
Director of Service and Mission, 
said. “We need our young people 
to step up and to get involved in 
ministries and take on different 
things in their parishes, to lead 
bible studies and youth groups.”

Gifts to the Diocesan Annual 
Appeal help to make events 
like the Diocesan Youth Rally 
possible. 

“Everyone did an amazing 
job and I hope that next year we’ll 
bring our kids back again,” Ivet 
Bandirma from Queen of Peace 
Parish in Hawley said. 

Leave a Mark Mass to take 
place on Nov. 5

SCRANTON - Young adults 
of the Diocese of Scranton 
will kick off National Vocation 
Awareness Week at the eighth 
annual Leave a Mark Mass on 
Nov. 5, 2023.

The Mass, which will be 
celebrated at the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter in Scranton 
at 5:00 p.m., is an 
opportunity for 
young Catholics to 
worship together, 
enjoy delicious 
food from local 
food trucks, play 
some intense 
rounds of cornhole 
or card games, and 
meet new friends! 

The name of the Mass comes 
from Pope Francis’ address at 
World Youth Day in Poland in 
2016. He said, “Dear young people, 
we didn’t come into this world to 
‘vegetate,’ to take it easy, to make 
our lives a comfortable sofa to fall 
asleep on. No, we came for another 
reason: to leave a mark.”

Leave a Mark provides young 
adults in the Diocese with the 
opportunity to think about the 
vocation God is calling them to and 
to create friendships with others 
who are doing the same. Together, 
these young adults can offer their 
gifts and talents for the Church 

and discover how 
they can leave their 
unique mark on the 
world. 

The Most 
Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop 
of Scranton, will 
be the principal 
celebrant and 
Father Alex 
Roche, Director of 

Vocations and Seminarians and 
Pastor at St. Maria Goretti Parish 
in Laflin, will be the homilist. 

Please plan to join us at the 
Leave a Mark Mass and social 
and discover how the Lord may 
be calling you to leave your mark 
in your homes, in your parishes, 
and in the world. 
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DIOCESIS CELEBRA LA PATRIMONIO 
HISPANO CON MISA EN LA CATEDRAL
SCRANTON - La Catedral de San Pedro se revistió de hermosa música y orgullo 

cultural mientras la Diócesis de Scranton celebraba una Misa Pontifical por el Mes 
de la Herencia Hispana el sábado 16 de septiembre 2023.

Fieles feligreses de ascendencia hispana provenientes de Great Bend, East 
Stroudsburg, Hazleton, Wilkes-Barre, Scranton, Jermyn, Meshoppen y entre otros 
lugares, llenaron la Catedral para la celebración. El Reverendísimo Joseph Bambera, 
Obispo de Scranton, fue el celebrante principal y homilista de la Misa, que se celebró 
íntegramente en Español. 

Después de la Misa, se llevó a cabo una celebración de la Herencia Hispana en el 
Centro Pastoral Diocesano. Cientos de personas disfrutaron de comida, compañerismo 
y espectáculos culturales de música y danza. Los países representados incluyeron, 
entre otros, México, Colombia, República Dominicana y Ecuador.

DIOCESE CELEBRATES HISPANIC 
HERITAGE WITH CATHEDRAL MASS

SCRANTON – The Cathedral of Saint Peter was filled with beautiful music and 
cultural pride as the Diocese of Scranton celebrated a Pontifical Mass for Hispanic 
Heritage Month on Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023.

Faithful parishioners of Hispanic heritage from Great Bend, East Stroudsburg, 
Hazleton, Wilkes-Barre, Meshoppen, Scranton, Jermyn and beyond filled the 
Cathedral for the celebration. The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop 
of Scranton, served as principal celebrant and homilist for the Mass, which was 
celebrated entirely in Spanish.

Following the Mass, a Hispanic Heritage celebration was held at the Diocesan 
Pastoral Center. Hundreds of people enjoyed food, fellowship, cultural music and 
dance performances. The countries represented included, but were not limited to, 
Mexico, Colombia, Dominican Republic and Ecuador.
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Catholic educators receieve Saint John Paul II Award for dedicated service
WILKES-BARRE – Three long-

time educators in the Diocese of Scranton 
Catholic School System were honored with 
the Saint John Paul II Award during the 
Diocesan Teachers’ Institute Mass on Sept. 
25, 2023.

Kimberly Art, April Ayres, and Brenda 
Quattrini were each presented the award for 
25 years of dedicated service to Catholic 
education in the Diocese of Scranton by the 
Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of 
Scranton, at Saint Nicholas Church.

“I’m very excited and very proud,” Art 
said. “I know it is not easy to stick with 
something that long but I’m very proud 
and glad that I’m able to be in this school 
system.”

Art began her career as the computer 
teacher at Saint Mary of Mount Carmel 
School in Dunmore and then moved into 
the role of fourth grade teacher in 2001. 
She has been there ever since. 

“I’m Catholic. I lead with my heart, 
and I lead with Jesus, and I love that I’m 
able to incorporate Jesus into my daily 
lesson plans and my daily teaching and 
I’m glad that I can have Jesus lead me in 
teaching the children,” she explained.

Quattrini attended Epiphany School 
in Sayre and in second grade decided she 
wanted to teach second grade.

“My second-grade teacher was my 
favorite teacher, and this was my dream, 

and I am living my dream,” she explained. 
Quattrini says she would not trade 

her experience in Catholic education for 
anything.

“I love how we’re all family and we 
want to pass our religion onto the kids,” 
the long-time educator added. “I am just 

thrilled to be a part of it and that Sister 
Kathleen hired me many years ago!”

Catholic school educators impart 
a distinctive character to the education 
profession. They create an environment 
where the young grow and learn. They 
also direct the learning process, designing 

programs and developing ways to 
encourage success. Most especially, they 
are witnesses to the faith, serving as 
sharers in the mission of Jesus Christ by 
leading young people to know, love, and 
serve God. 

Ayres also grew up attending Catholic 
schools, including Saint Michael’s in 
Jessup and Bishop O’Hara High School in 
Dunmore. 

“I knew from an early age that I wanted 
to become a teacher when my brother was 
born. I was captivated by how learning 
occurs. That was just my calling. I knew 
that is what I wanted to do,” Ayres said. 

First hired at Saint Mary’s in Dickson 
City, Ayres now teaches at La Salle 
Academy in Jessup. She spent three years 
teaching third grade and has taught fifth 
grade for 22 years.

“I grew up with a Catholic education. 
It was fabulous, the teachers, the support, 
the family atmosphere. I stayed all the way 
through high school. I promote it, I agree 
with it, I support it, and I absolutely love 
it,” she added. 

When asked what she would say to 
someone considering becoming a Catholic 
school educator, Ayres said it is a place 
where anyone can not only teach, but lead, 
inspire, challenge, and encourage.

“You will absolutely love it,” Ayres 
stated. “It’s family. It’s a second home.”

Three Catholic school educators received the Saint John Paul II Award for 25 years of 
dedicated service during the Diocesan Teachers’ Institute Mass at Saint Nicholas Parish 
on Sept. 25, 2023. Present for the award presentation were, from left: Michele Long, 
Assistant Superintendent; Kristen Donohue, Diocesean Secretary for Catholic Education/
Superintendent of Catholic Schools; Brenda Quattrini, Epiphany School; Most Rev. Joseph 
C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton; Kimberly Art, Saint Mary of Mount Carmel School; April 
Ayres, La Salle Academy; and Charlene Krushinsky, Assistant Superintendent. 

‘Let your faith shine brightly for all to see,’ Bishop Bambera tells Catholic School educators

WILKES-BARRE – As a new 
academic year begins in the Diocese of 
Scranton’s 19 Catholic schools, teachers 
and administrators are being challenged to 
let their faith shine brightly for all to see.

“Your light shines more brightly than 
you might imagine,” the Most Rev. Joseph 
C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, said 
during his homily at the Diocesan Teachers’ 
Institute Mass, which was held on Sept. 25 
at Saint Nicholas Church. 

“The children entrusted to your care, 
the young men and women, are who they 
are because of who you are every day,” 
Bishop Bambera continued. 

During his homily, the bishop thanked 
the hundreds of educators in attendance 
for helping students have a reverence for 

Catholic rituals and prayers. 
After visiting each school for 
Mass last academic year, the 
bishop said that reverence is 
“palpable.”

“Your appreciation 
for and your willingness 
to teach Catholic values is 
also obvious, and those are 
the values that set us apart 
from other fine educational 
opportunities, and the values 
that are at the heart of why 
we have a Catholic School 
System,” he added.

During the Mass, the educators recited 
the ‘Prayer of Commitment’ to the ideals of 
Catholic education. 

“We are grateful to have this 
opportunity to pray together,” Kristen 
Donohue, Diocesan Secretary for Catholic 

Education/Superintendent of Catholic 
Schools, said. 

Catholic school educators celebrate the Diocesan 
Teachers’ Institute Mass on Sept. 25, 2023.

Following Mass, educators and administrators 
took part in professional development programs. 
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The Diocese of Scranton is committed to educating our students 
in an environment that is academically excellent and facilitates the 
development of moral judgment and Christian decision-making. We 
are proud to share the following successes of our students in the 
classroom and in their service to others. Each day, our schools are 
fulfilling their mission of preparing today’s youth and young adults 
to become tomorrow’s faith-filled leaders.

The Class of 2024 at Holy Cross High School in Dunmore 
gathered at St. Anthony’s Field at 6:30 a.m. to celebrate a 
special activity before graduation – Senior Sunrise! Join the 
Holy Cross community from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
October 29, for an Open House to hear more about the engaging 
activities and academic achievements going on at the school. 
For more information, visit their website at www.hchspa.org.

Students from Our Lady of Peace School in Clarks 
Green came together to sing, dance and pray with their 
amazing musical guest, Vallimar Jansen. The entire 
student body enjoyed a mini-concert full of music, faith 
and joy at the Church of Saint Gregory in Clarks Green.

The kindergarten class at All Saints Academy in 
Scranton learned that friendship is about being kind 
and loving. Students worked in pairs to make friendship 
bracelets and then traded them with their partners.

Second grade students from Holy Family Academy in 
Hazleton proudly show some fall creations they made in class.

Kindergarten students at Notre Dame Elementary 
School in East Stroudsburg participate in a 
STREAM activity with Mrs. Durham. 

Caroline Carmody, a first grade student 
at Wyoming Area Catholic School in 
Exeter, along with all students at the 
school, just completed NWEA (Northwest 
Evaluation Association) testing. NWEA 
testing allows the teachers to track 
student progress throughout the year so 
that student growth can be quantified and 
lessons are created that are differentiated 
based on student needs. 

Freshman art students at Holy Redeemer High School in Wilkes-Barre decorated pumpkins and jars in the school’s 2023-
24 theme, Be the Light.  To learn more about the educational and extra-curricular activities offered at Holy Redeemer, make 
plans to come to their Open House from 1 – 3 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 5. Visit www.holyredeemerhs.org for more details.
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Under the guidance of Mrs. Nicolai, the librarian 
at Good Shepherd Academy in Kingston, 
Individualized Instruction student Grace will be 
participating in a library internship program this 
school year. Grace will be assisting Mrs. Nicolai in 
organizing and scanning library books, as well as 
sharing her love of reading with the GSA community. 

By purchasing Breast Cancer Awareness items, 
students at Holy Rosary School in Duryea 
supported The Paint Pittston Pink Foundation.

Monsignor Neil Van Loon, V.F., pastor of 
Saint Paul Parish, works with third grade 
students from Saint Clare/Saint Paul 
School in Scranton, who are training to 
become altar servers.

It was Grandparents Day at Saint 
John Neumann Elementary 
School in Williamsport. 
Students invited grandparents and 
their special adults to lunch and 
tour their classrooms to celebrate.

Students from Saint John Neumann Jr./Sr. High 
School in Williamsport take a much-needed break 
during the school’s annual Noble Knights Walk-
A-Thon, held at the beginning of each school year. 

With their new Hydroponica system, 
second graders at Saint Agnes School 
in Towanda harvested some delicious 
lettuce that they graciously shared and 
was served as part of the school lunch.

Fourth grade students at Saint 
Mary of Mount Carmel School 
in Dunmore are learning to sing 
and play “Cabbage Cafe,” which 
is made of words like “BAG, 
EGG, DAD, and BAD,” whose 
letters can all be found as notes in 
the treble clef. 

It was a special day for students and 
their dogs, cats and stuffed animals 
at the annual Saint Francis Feast Day 
Pet Blessing at Saint Nicholas/Saint 
Mary School in Wilkes-Barre.

Congratulations to Joseph Nguyen, a senior 
at Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School in East 
Stroudsburg, who was named a National Merit 
Scholarship Semifinalist. The National Merit 
Scholarship Program honors individual students 
who show exceptional academic ability and 
potential for success in rigorous college studies.

Celebrating A’s! Pre-K4 students at Epiphany School in Sayre made 
apple-people crafts and tasted a variety of apples to see which ones they 
liked best as part of a STREAM activity that was based on the letter A. 

Ryan, Trevor and Michael, seventh grade students 
at La Salle Academy in Jessup, prepare for their 
regular volunteer shift at the Bread Basket Food 
Pantry, helping those in the community who are 
faced with food insecurity.
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A Pontifical Mass will be celebrated at the Cathedral of Saint Peter at 12:15 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 22, 2023.  The 
Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will be the principal celebrant. Deacon Edward Kelly, Interim 
Diocesan Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies, will be the homilist. CTV: Catholic Television will provide a 
live broadcast the Mass. The Mass will also be livestream on the Diocese of Scranton website, YouTube channel 
and across all Diocesan social media platforms.

WORLD MISSION SUNWORLD MISSION SUNDAYDAY
Pray and Give Generously on OCTOBER 22, 2023
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On World Mission Sunday, we join our Holy Father in supporting his 
missions. As we pray and respond here at home, we share in those 
celebrations taking place in every parish and school throughout 
the world. Together, through our prayers and financial support, we 
bring the Lord’s mercy and concrete help to the most vulnerable 
communities in the Pope’s missions.

In a world where so much divides us, World Mission Sunday 
rejoices in our unity as missionaries by our Baptism, as it offers each 
one of us an opportunity to support the life-giving presence of the 
Church among the poor and marginalized in more than 1,111 mission 
dioceses.

Pope Francis, in his message for World Mission Sunday 2023, 
reflects on the theme “Hearts on fire, feet on the move,” based on 
the story of the disciples who encounter Jesus on their way to 
Emmaus (cf. Lk 24:13-35). He invites all of us to “set out once more, 
illumined by our encounter with the risen Lord and prompted by 
his Spirit. Let us set out again with burning hearts, with our eyes 

open and our feet in motion. Let us set out to make other 
hearts burn with the word of God, to open the eyes of others 
to Jesus in the Eucharist, and to invite everyone to walk 
together on the path of peace and salvation that God, in 
Christ, has bestowed upon all humanity.”

Hearts on fire,  FEET ON THE MOVEFEET ON THE MOVE    (cf. Lk 24:13-35)

         Faithfully yours in Christ,

         
Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.
Bishop of Scranton

On October 22, the Universal Church celebrates World Mission Sunday. This global Eucharistic celebration for 
the Church’s missions is an opportunity to remind our parishioners of their own call to be missionary disciples. We 
assist the Holy Father to exercise his Petrine obligation to support the Church in the missions by praying for our 
missionaries and financially supporting their ministry.

World Mission Sunday, organized by the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith, one of the 
four Pontifical Mission Societies, is the only canonically mandated collection in the Church. This year, the 
spirit of Pope Francis’ theme, “Hearts on fire, feet on the move,” resonates with us as we are reminded of 
the energetic and unwavering faith that fuels our shared mission.

For the past 201 years, the Society for the Propagation of the Faith has extended its arms to support 
growing churches globally, reaching more than 1,100 mission dioceses across Asia, Africa, the Pacific 
Islands, Latin America, and parts of Europe. This assistance bolsters the proclamation of the Gospel, 
the building of the Church, and service to the poor. Let us echo this spirit in our parishes, inspiring 
our congregations to contribute both prayer and sacrifice to this cause on World Mission Sunday.

As new Cardinal Christophe Pierre wrote to the bishops in the United States last year, our 
support to World Mission Sunday “makes possible the proclamation of the Gospel, the celebration 
of the Sacraments, and service to the poor in mission dioceses. For the first decades of its life, the 
fledgling Church in the United States received essential support from the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, and the Catholics of this country 
have returned that generosity in abundance.”

Your role in echoing this call is paramount. Your voices collectively carry great influence and can be the spark that inspires the “hearts on fire, 
feet on the move” spirit that Pope Francis calls us to embody.

Additional information regarding World Mission Sunday can be found at: www.onefamilyinmission.org/resources. Deacon Edward T. Kelly, 
Interim Diocesan Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies, is always available to assist our faithful and our parishes in preparation for this 
momentous day.

May the fire in our hearts continue to inspire our feet to move in service to God’s mission.

Bishop Bambera’s Letter for World Mission Sunday
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Dr. Schanzer

ATHENS – Thirty-five years after her first medical 
mission trip to Africa, a Bradford County woman will be 
recognized as the ‘Catholic Doctor of the Year’ later this 
month by the Mission Doctors Association.

Dr. Cathy Schanzer, MD, FACS, will be presented with 
the ‘World of Difference Award’ on Oct. 22, 2023, at the 
Los Angeles Archdiocese’s Annual Mass for Healthcare 
Professionals at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels. 

“I’m very proud of the award but I didn’t do this by 
myself,” Dr. Schanzer said. 

Dr. Schanzer was first inspired to follow a call to 
missionary service in the third grade when she heard a 
Maryknoll priest speak about his mission work in Africa. 

“I was just enamored with the work that he was doing 
for all these poor people that were living in underdeveloped 
countries and I decided as a kid it was something that 
needed to be a part of my life,” the Bradford County doctor 
said. 

After attending the University of Texas Medical School 
and completing her Ophthalmology residency at Baylor 
College of Medicine, Dr. Schanzer married her husband, 
Tom, who became her partner in mission work. 

“After I finished residency, I still felt God calling me to 
do mission work,” she said. 

In 1988, the couple went on their first medical mission 
trip to a Catholic Mission Hospital in Abak, Nigeria. 

“Neither of us knew exactly what we were doing,” Dr. 
Schanzer admitted.

“I remember them having all these paper signs 
attached to trees all over the area saying the American eye 
doctor is coming. That is how they got the word out,” Tom 
added.

Spending two weeks in the Nigerian village, Dr. 
Schanzer did approximately 75 surgeries and saw 200 
patients.

“All of them had these rock-hard cataracts,” she 
remembered. 

The couple continued with annual mission trips 
to other African countries including Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique with the Volunteers in Mission program until 
the early 2000s. In 2006, Dr. Schanzer and her husband 
were asked by Archbishop Joseph Ganda, first native priest 
and bishop of Sierra Leone, to establish the Southern Eye 
Clinic in the village of Serabu.

The challenges were immense. 
“The village had no water and no power. Obviously, 

since then we’ve dug nine water wells and used several 
generators,” Cathy explained. 

In addition to establishing nine water wells, Cathy 
and Tom also support numerous community development 
projects including a computer center, sports activities, 
food and feeding programs, and educational scholarships 
and stipends.

“The invitation was kind of like when we adopted 
our seven children,” Tom said. “The conversations were 
fairly short. We said, God is calling us to do this, he’ll see us 
through this.”

Because Sierra Leone is a very male-dominated 
country, it took a long time for Dr. Schanzer to receive 
respect.

“The chiefs weren’t interested in talking to me about 
building the eye clinic. They would only talk to Tom,” she 
said. “They would watch me do the surgeries, turn to Tom, 
and say, ‘Oh Tom, you bring very fine woman with you.’”

Regardless of the challenges, the work has been 
extremely rewarding. 

“It is very life giving. Tom and I both come back from 
our trips physically exhausted but spiritually uplifted. 
We feel God’s presence in everything that we’re doing, 
whether it’s me in the operating room or Tom helping 
to organize something in the village. We truly know that 
this is something that God has called us to and guides my 
hands and guides Tom in doing things in the village,” Dr. 
Schanzer said. 

Volunteer mission teams have traveled with Cathy 
and Tom during the months of January and June each year. 
This past January they had their busiest trip ever, as five 
surgeons and one medical student conducted a total of 
476 eye surgeries, including on 21 children.

During the rest of the year, 64 employees keep the 
primary clinic and 10 satellite clinics in nearby villages 
running. 

The clinic is one hundred percent charity to all 
patients for examinations, treatments, medicines, glasses, 
and surgeries. Patients come to the clinic from seven West 
African nations.

When they are not serving the village of Serabu, Dr. 
Schanzer and her husband are active in the Epiphany 
Parish community, serving on the Pastoral Council, Spiritual 
Development Committee, and RCIA faculty. The couple are 
also lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and attend daily Mass. 

Earlier this year, Dr. Schanzer was diagnosed with 
Glioblastoma (brain cancer), a diagnosis that is often 
terminal in less than two years. Dr. Schanzer had surgery to 
remove the primary tumor, followed by radiation therapy 
and continues with chemotherapy. Cathy and Tom feel 
grateful for their deep faith and the strong worldwide 
support of family and friends. 

“Cathy’s future is unknown, of course, but we’ve 
developed a strong relationship with ophthalmologists, 
so our future mission trips are already staffed. Cathy will 
be able to come and go as her health allows. She can go 
without pressure,” Tom explained.

The mission program started by Dr. Schanzer and 
her husband, Southern Eye Institute, is funded by private 
donations and every dollar received is used to assist the 
needy people in Sierra Leone. For more information, 
visit TheGiftsofSerabu.com or SouthernEyeInstitute.net 
or donate to Southern Eye Institute, P.O. Box 771317, 
Memphis, TN 38177.

“We truly know that this is something 
that God has called us to and guides 
my hands and guides Tom in doing 
things in the village.”

During her most recent trip this summer to Sierra Leone, 
Dr. Schanzer was accompanied by Elizabeth and Leah 
Reid of Athens, PA. "Lizzie" and Leah spent most of their 
missionary time teaching grade school children in the 
schools of Serabu, a remote village in Southeastern 
Sierra Leone. Dr. Schanzer, Tom and the Reid sisters are 
parishioners of Epiphany Catholic Church in Sayre, PA.

Dr. Schanzer of Epiphany Parish chosen as 2023 Catholic Doctor of the Year
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WHAT IS THE PONTIFICAL MISSION 
SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED STATES?

The Propagation of  the Fai th’s 
commitment is to arouse in the people 
of God an authentically universal spirit 
in order to make grow in the local 
Churches a missionary awareness in 
accordance with the Church’s natural 
outreach.

The Pontifical Society of Missionary 
Childhood or of the Holy Childhood 
leads chi ldren to discover the 
missionary spirit and teaches them to 
help children of their same age around 
the world through prayer and small 
material sacrifices.

The Society of Saint Peter collaborates 
in the growth of the young churches 
through financial support for building 
new seminaries and formation 
programs for the new local priests, 
religious and sisters.

The Missionary Union is an association 
of the clergy, men and women religious 
and laypersons which proposes to 
arouse the passion for the mission in 
the Church, contribute to missionary 
formation, and encourage the Christian 
communities to cooperate and take 
active part in evangelization.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Street: ___________________________________________________________
           
City:   _________________________________ State: _____  Zip: ___________

Parish:___________________________________________________________

If Membership is for another: _________________________________(living/deceased)

As a member, your gift means financial and spiritual support to:
Missionaries, Seminarians, Religious Novices, Catechists, Schools, Hospitals, Orphanages, Maternity 
Clinics and Feeding Programs in more than 1150 Mission Dioceses!
As a member, you receive:
The grateful prayers of missionaries around the world, special remembrance in more than 15,000 Masses 
a year and a subscription to MISSION Magazine.

  YEARLY                            PERPETUAL
 Individual.................$5.00   Perpetual Membership for a Family......$100.00

 Family....................$10.00   Perpetual Membership for Individual.....$50.00

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Missionary Childhood Association
The Society of St. Peter the Apostle
Missionary Union of Priests and Religious

www.onefamilyinmission.org

PONTIFICAL MISSION
SOCIETIES
IN THE UNITED STATES

MISSION MESSAGEMISSION MESSAGE

By Father Brian J.T. Clarke
Diocesan Director,

Pontifical Mission Societies

Go Forth~By Deacon Edward Kelly
Interim Director,

Pontifical Mission Societies

Hearts on Fire
MISSION MESSAGE

On Sunday, October 22, 2023, 
every Catholic Church all over 
the world will celebrate World 
Mission Sunday. On this Sunday, 
as parishioners from all the 
parishes throughout the Diocese 
of Scranton gather at the Eucharist, 
our brothers and sisters throughout 
the world will do the same. It 
is a time when the Universal 
Church comes together in  prayer 
and sacrifice as “one family in 
mission.” On that Sunday, a second 
collection is taken up in every 
Catholic Church to benefit the 
1,100 plus mission dioceses across 
the world. It enables The Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith 
to not only feed people’s physical 
hunger, but to also feed their souls 
by building up the Church.    

The theme for World Mission 
2023 is “Hearts On Fire, Feet On 
the Move.” In reflecting on this 
theme, Pope Francis writes: “Let 
us not close our hearts within our 
own particular concerns, but let us 
open them to all humanity.” The 
Holy Father invites us to kindle the 
fire of Christ’s love in our hearts 
and to actively share this warmth 
with the world around us. Inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, we go forth and 

bring the Good News to all corners 
of the world.  This is a call to move 
out of our comfort zones and make 
a tangible difference in the lives 
of our brothers and sisters in the 
poorest mission dioceses of Africa, 
Asia, the Americas, Oceania, and 
Europe.  

In our world of often times 
not-so-good news, World Mission 
Sunday reminds all of us of the 
great works of the Church. The 
Society for The Propagation of 
the Faith oversees the world-wide 
celebration of this most important 
day, representing and acting in the 
name of Pope Francis himself. 
Let us join with Pope Francis 
in sharing the joy of the Gospel 
through our prayers, sacrifices and 
donations on this very special day 
in the life of the Church.     

For those who cannot attend 
Mass on World Mission Sunday, 
October 22, and even for those 

of you who want a visual of the 
Universal Church, there will 
be a televised Pontifical Mass 
celebrated in St. Peter’s Cathedral 
at 12:15 p.m. The celebrant will 
be our Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, 
and the guest homilist will be 
Deacon Edward Kelly, Director of 
the Pontifical Mission Societies in 
the Diocese of Scranton.    

On behalf of those in the 
mission dioceses who are unable 
to personally express their 
appreciation and gratitude, I thank 
all of you from the bottom of my 
heart.

If you would like to become 
an active member of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith, 
you can use the form below and 
return it to The Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, 300 
Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA  
18503. Thank you again and may 
God bless you always!
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Open House
Holy Cross High School

Join us Sunday, October 29, 2023
visit: hchspa.org/admissions for more details

Diocese of Scranton

Pope, in document on climate crisis, criticizes science ‘deniers’
VATICAN CITY (CNS) – 

After warning the world against 
ignoring the cries of the earth 
and the poor with his 2015 

encyclical, “Laudato Si’, On Care 
for Our Common Home,” Pope 
Francis intensified his critique 
with “Laudate Deum” (“Praise 

God”), warning against the selfish 
obsession with human power and 
the “irresponsible derision” of the 
reality of climate change.

“When human beings claim 
to take God’s place, they become 
their own worst enemies,” he 
said, explaining the title of the 
document released at the Vatican 
Oct. 4, the feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi, patron saint of ecology.

The new document, addressed 
“to all people of good will on the 
climate crisis,” is a follow-up to 
“clarify and complete” his 2015 
encyclical because, he wrote, 
over the past eight years, “our 
responses have not been adequate, 
while the world in which we live 
is collapsing and may be nearing 
the breaking point.”

The bulk of the 15-page 
“apostolic exhortation” is 
dedicated to a severe rebuke of 
the “resistance and confusion” 
regarding the global climate 
crisis and its link to human 
activity as well as of the 
growing “technocratic paradigm 
underlying the current process of 
environmental decay.”

“I feel obliged to make these 
clarifications, which may appear 
obvious, because of certain 
dismissive and scarcely reasonable 
opinions that I encounter, even 
within the Church,” he wrote.

In fact, the Pew Research 
Center released survey results 
Sept. 28 reporting that U.S. 
Catholics’ views on climate 
change are similar to those of 
the general public. A majority 
of U.S. adults - 54% - described 
climate change as a major threat 
to the country’s well-being, but 
it remains a lower priority than 
other issues, the survey showed.

“Despite all attempts to deny, 
conceal, gloss over or relativize 
the issue, the signs of climate 
change are here and increasingly 
evident,” the pope wrote, detailing 
the serious and irreversible 
damage already done and 
“dangerous changes” underway 
according to evidence supported 
by most scientists specializing in 
climate science.

“Only a very small 
percentage of them seek to deny 
the evidence,” he added.

The pope blamed the 
resistance and confusion about 
the climate crisis on the lack of 
information on climate science, 
people choosing to “deride” facts 
and “ridicule those who speak 
of global warming,” and inertia 
or indifference by “the great 
economic powers, whose concern 
is with the greatest profit possible 
at minimal cost and in the shortest 
amount of time.”

Consequently, the pope 
wrote, “a broader perspective 
is urgently needed, one that can 
enable us to esteem the marvels of 
progress, but also to pay serious 
attention to other effects that were 
probably unimaginable a century 
ago.”

People need to assume 
“responsibility for the legacy 
we will leave behind” and let go 
of this “technocratic paradigm” 
that believes “goodness and 
truth automatically flow from 
technological and economic 
power” and pursues “infinite or 
unlimited growth.”

The great problem, he wrote, 
is an “ideology underlying 
an obsession: to increase 
human power beyond anything 
imaginable, before which 
nonhuman reality is a mere 
resource at its disposal.”

“Everything that exists ceases 
to be a gift for which we should be 
thankful, esteem and cherish, and 
instead becomes a slave, prey to 
any whim of the human mind and 
its capacities,” he wrote.

“Never has humanity had 
such power over itself, yet nothing 
ensures that it will be used wisely, 
particularly when we consider how 
it is currently being used,” he wrote.

Pope Francis called for 
“rethinking our use of power,” 
which requires an increased sense 
of responsibility, values and 
conscience with “sound ethics.”

F

In the Spirit of Gratitude & Joy
our St. Mary’s Villa Family celebrated our

99th Anniversary 99th Anniversary andand Founder’s Day  Founder’s Day 

St.Mary’s gives thanks and gratitude to our
dedicated staff and local community for

supporting our residents for nearly a century. 

this year on
Wednesday, October 4, 2023Wednesday, October 4, 2023

Mass and an Appreciation Luncheon for our Staff
was held with a Missioning Ceremony

to commend our devoted staff. 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19 • 4-6pm

St. Joseph Melkite Greek-Catholic Church
130 N. St. Frances Cabrini Ave., West Scranton

Tickets at the door, or Pre-order:
570-468-0529

melkite.scranton@gmail.com
melkitescranton.org or facebook

Pasta Dinner 
TAKEOUT ONLY 

Adults $10.00 • Children 6 -10 $5.00 

Continued from Page 1

Reverend Rebecca A. 
Barnes of Saint Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, who serves as president 
of the Scranton Area Ministerium, 
recalled how she was in Israel on 
a study pilgrimage one year ago. 

“We come together, people 
of different traditions, and we 
lament,” Mother Barnes said. “We 
stand together in condemnation 
of the terrorist attacks of Hamas 
and all forms of violence and acts 
of inhumanity and injustice. By 
whatever name we call God, we 
call together on God, whose heart 
– like ours – is broken.”

David Fallk of the Jewish 
Federation of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania thanked not only 
the faith leaders, but the dozens 
of community members, who 
attended the prayer service.

“The situation demands our 
attention and our attendance,” 
Fallk said. “All that is necessary 
for evil to triumph is for people 
of good will to do nothing. 
I see people of good will 
doing something, expressing 
their concern not just for our 
community here but for the entire 

Scranton faith community stands in solidarity with Israel

Jewish community, particularly 
those in Israel.”

Dan Cardonick, Executive 
Director of Jewish Community 
Center of Scranton that hosted 
the prayer service, said the last 
few days have been among the 
“darkest in Israel’s history.”

“Together, let us commit to a 
future where peace rules, families 
can live without fear, and dreams 
of a brighter tomorrow become a 
reality,” he said.

Cardonick urged people to 
continue to show their support for 
the people of Israel and refuse to 
remain silent. 

“Our shock and 
anger at these horrific 
terrorist attacks are 
juxtaposed with 
heartbreak for the 
families of the victims, 
the state of Israel, and the 
entire Jewish people,” he 
added.

The prayer service 
ended with a song of 
peace. 

The words of the 
song echoed many of the 
sentiments in the prayer 
with which Bishop 

Bambera closed his remarks.
“Oh God, rend your heavens 

and come into our midst. Console 
your people in their grief, comfort 
them in their pain, let justice 
prevail and peace reign in the 
hearts of your people and in your 
Holy Land,” Bishop Bambera 
prayed. 

After the Scranton community 
gathered in solidarity with the 
people of Israel on Monday night, 
the Jewish Community of the 
Wyoming Valley held a similar 
gathering on Tuesday evening, 
Oct. 10, at the Jewish Community 
Center in Kingston.

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of 
Scranton, speaks during a prayer service in 
support of Israel at the Jewish Community 
Center in Scranton on Oct. 9, 2023.

Saying terrorism, war solve nothing, pope prays for peace
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - 

“War is a defeat,” Pope Francis 
insisted as he called for prayers 
for peace in Israel and Palestine.

Speaking to thousands of 
people gathered in St. Peter’s 
Square Oct. 8 for the recitation of 
the Angelus prayer, the pope said 
he is following events in Israel 
and Gaza “with apprehension and 
sorrow.”

A day earlier, militants in 
Gaza launched a massive attack 
on southern Israel, firing rockets 
and breaching the border.

“The violence has exploded 
even more ferociously, causing 
hundreds of deaths and 
casualties,” the pope told people 

gathered for the midday Sunday 
prayer. 

“I express my closeness to 
the families and victims,” Pope 
Francis said. “I am praying for 
them and for all who are living 
hours of terror and anguish.”

“May the attacks and weapons 

cease,” he said. “Please!”
“And let it be understood that 

terrorism and war do not lead to 
any resolutions, but only to the 
death and suffering of so many 
innocent people,” Pope Francis 
said. “War is a defeat! Let us pray 
that there be peace in Israel and in 
Palestine.”

During October, the month 
traditionally devoted to the rosary, 
the pope asked Catholics to pray 
for Mary’s intercession “for the 
gift peace in the many countries 
throughout the world marked 
by war and conflicts. And let us 
continue to remember the dear 
Ukraine, which suffers so much 
every day, which is so battered.”

Smoke rises following Israeli strikes in 
Gaza, Oct. 7, 2023. (OSV News photo/
Mohammed Salem, Reuters)
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STATUES      STENCILS      GOLD LEAF      MURAL RESTORATION        

(570) 343-2899
Church Painting and Decorating

ROBERT RITTERBECK

Please visit our website at www.Ritterbeck.com

VOLKSWAGENS

S. Main at Elm, Scranton
570-347-5656

KELLY
MOTOR CO.

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS

AUTHORIZED 
VOLKSWAGEN DEALER

mesko.com
SCRANTON | WILKES-BARRE 
HONESDALE | ALLENTOWN

AUTO | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL

90 years.

Your clear 
glass choice 

for over 

SERBIN’S GOLF SHOPSERBIN’S GOLF SHOP
Building Golf Clubs 40 YrsBuilding Golf Clubs 40 Yrs

Regrip • Reshaft Regrip • Reshaft • Refinish • Repair• Refinish • Repair
Over 700 Shafts / 1200 Grips in StockOver 700 Shafts / 1200 Grips in Stock

Visa & Mastercard, Etc. Visa & Mastercard, Etc. 
N.R.A. MembershipsN.R.A. Memberships

Owner Michael SerbinOwner Michael Serbin
Rear 54 Lincoln Street, Exeter, PA 18643Rear 54 Lincoln Street, Exeter, PA 18643
Shop 570-654-2306 • Cell 570-498-0957Shop 570-654-2306 • Cell 570-498-0957

Spend a beautiful Fall weekend voyaging along the Stroudsburg Deanery Parishes of 
the Scranton Diocese.  Drink in a variety of worship, informational and entertaining 
experiences as each location shares their most precious gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Begin this mini-pilgrimage at any Parish in the Stroudsburg Deanery and travel from 
site to site at your own pace. You are welcome to visit as few or as many churches as 
you like- come and go as you please. You are invited to worship, observe, learn, eat, 
share, chat, etc. according to the Parish Schedules.

Additionally, each location will have on display, a portion of the Eucharistic Miracles 
Exhibition of Blessed Carlo Acutis and will present you with a Eucharistic Revival 
souvenir. Visit all 8 parishes to complete the Exhibition and your collection!

Begin and end your journey at any location you please. See 
reverse side for location schedules. Plan your pilgrimage 
around the activities, liturgies, meals you wish to 
experience. There is no need to rush. You have 2 days to 
complete the Living Water Trail and can attend Mass and 
Confession along the way. 


At the end of the weekend, you will have joined with your 
fellow parishes in a wide variety of fun, food, fellowship, 
worship, learning, souvenirs and brotherhood in the Living 
Presence of Christ Jesus in us. 

Living Water Trail
Stroudsburg Deanery, Diocese of Scranton 

STROUDSBURG — All 
eight Catholic parishes in the 
Stroudsburg Deanery of the 
Diocese of Scranton will open 
their doors over the weekend 
of Oct. 21-22 for what is being 

Stroudsburg Deanery churches participating 
in unique faith pilgrimage Oct. 21 & 22

called the “Living Water Trail” 
— a different kind of religious 
pilgrimage, welcoming visitors to 
refresh their faith through worship, 
informational and entertaining 
experiences offered amid the 
autumnal beauty of the Pocono 
Mountains.

The Stroudsburg Deanery 
church locations will provide the 
scenic settings for the fall weekend 
“voyage of faith” featuring a 
variety of inspirational events 
during Saturday, Oct. 21, and 
Sunday, Oct. 22.

Pilgrims are free to take part 
and visit as many of the deanery 
worship sites as they wish, as each 
parish community will share their 
most precious gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The “Living Water Trail” 
experience features portions of the 
Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition of 
Blessed Carlo Acutis on display 
at the Pocono churches, which 
will provide a Eucharistic Revival 
souvenir to each visitor.

According to organizers, 
individual, group and family 
pilgrimages may be planned 

around activities, liturgies, worship 
services and meals available 
throughout the two-day spiritual 
event.

The weekend Eucharistic 
Miracles Exhibit schedule at the 
deanery churches is as follows: 

Saint John Church, 5171 
Mi l ford  Road East ,  East 
Stroudsburg — Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m. to noon.

Saint Luke Church, 818 
Main St . ,  Stroudsburg  — 
Saturday & Sunday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

O u r L a d y  o f  Vi c t o r y 
Church, 327 Cherry Lane Road, 
Tannersville — Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.; Sunday, 11:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

Most Holy Trinity Parish, 
236 PA-390, Cresco — Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Sunday, 11:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Saint Rita Church, 512 Main 
St., Gouldsboro — Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Sunday, 11:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Saint Maximilian Kolbe 
Parish, 5112 Pocono Crest Road, 
Pocono Pines — Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.; Sunday, 11:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

O u r  L a d y  Q u e e n  o f 
Peace Church, 1402 US-209, 
Brodheadsville — Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Sunday, noon 
to 4 p.m. (includes Vatican LEGO 
exhibit).

In addition to the parish 
schedu les  fo r  sac ramenta l 
confessions, Vigil/Sunday Masses, 
Eucharistic exposition & adoration, 
and devotions, event highlights at 
the various churches during the 
weekend include:

S a i n t  J o h n ,  E a s t 
Stroudsburg — Saturday, Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, 3:30 p.m.; Rosary 
and Mass in Spanish, beginning at 
6:15 p.m.

Saint Matthew Church, 
200  Brodhead Ave . ,  East 
Stroudsburg — Guest Lecture: 
“Reclaiming the Sabbath: Resting 
in Our Eucharistic Lord” by Father 
Brian J.T. Clarke: Saturday, 5 
p.m., & Sunday, 3 p.m.; Sunday, 
XLT (Holy Hour with Praise and 
Worship Music & Eucharistic 
Reflection), 7 p.m.

Saint Luke, Stroudsburg — 
Saturday, Stained Glass Window 
Tour, 12:30-1:30 p.m./2:15-
3:15 p.m., and Living Waters & 
Eucharistic Music Worship, 1:30 to 
2:15 p.m.; Sunday, Mass in Polish, 
2 p.m., followed by Saint John Paul 
II Polish Dinner, 3 p.m.

Our Lady of  Vic tory, 
Tannersville — Saturday, Artisan 
Craft Fair & Food, 10 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m.; Sunday, Eucharistic Display: 
“Learn About the Tools We Use,” 
11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Most Holy Trinity, Cresco 
— Spanish Community Showcase: 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., & 
Sunday, 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and 
Worship Space Tour: Saturday, 10 
& 11 a.m. and 12:30, 1:30 & 2:30 
p.m., and Sunday, 1, 2 & 3 p.m.; 
Sunday, Spanish Mass, noon.

Saint Rita, Gouldsboro — 
Saturday, Blessing of Articles, 
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
Centennial History/Tour of Church, 
11:30 a.m., 1 & 3 p.m.

Saint Maximilian Kolbe, 
Pocono Pines — Knights of 
Columbus Showcase: Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sunday, 11:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Our Lady Queen of Peace, 
Brodheadsville — Saturday, 
P resen ta t ion :  “Euchar i s t i c 
Theology of Saint John Paul II” 
by Father Bob Simon, 10 a.m.; 
Spanish Liturgy Workshop by 
Father Gregoria Arreaga, 10 a.m.; 
Sunday, Community Supper, 3 p.m.
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Your Complete 7-Day Group Rate Includes:
• Roundtrip Motorcoach via MartzTrailways (DVD &WI-FI)
• 2-Overnights enroute & return from South Carolina including Breakfasts
• 4-Nights Deluxe Accommodations @ The Dayton House Resort

(Enjoy a 1-Bedroom Oceanfront Suite with Balcony including living room)
• 4-Full Breakfasts @ Uncle John’s Restaurant at our hotel
• Enjoy a 1 ½ Hour Sightseeing Cruise aboard the Barefoot Princess Riverboat
• AVisit to Brookgreen Gardens
• Visits to Broadway on the Beach & Barefoot Landing
• 4 “GREAT SHOWS”
• Legends In Concert
• Carolina Opry
• Beach Party 60’sTribute
• OneThe Show “Variety Show” @AlabamaTheater
• 4-Great Dinners including: Chesapeake House,

Joe’s Bar & Grill, Chesapeake House & Benjamin’s Calabash Famous
Seafood Buffet

• A Stop @ the Old Post OfficeTowers (enroute down)
• PanoramicTour ofWashington, D.C. (enroute home)
• GoodTimesTravel Club Reception Hosted by Ed & Eleanor Rogers
• AllTaxes & Fees
• Services of aTravelWorldTour Escort

a es: er erson ou e occu anc er erson s n e occu anc
.

na aymen : u us ,

$1095pp
(double occupancy)

435 Green Ridge Street
Scranton, Pa. 18509

570-342-5790

601 Market Street
Kingston, Pa. 18704

570-288-9311
.
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• 4-Full Breakfasts @ Uncle John’s Restaurant at our hotel
• Enjoy a 1 ½ Hour Sightseeing Cruise aboard the Barefoot Princess Riverboat
• AVisit to Brookgreen Gardens
• Visits to Broadway on the Beach & Barefoot Landing
• 4 “GREAT SHOWS”
• Legends In Concert
• Carolina Opry
• Beach Party 60’sTribute
• OneThe Show “Variety Show” @AlabamaTheater
• 4-Great Dinners including: Chesapeake House,

Joe’s Bar & Grill, Chesapeake House & Benjamin’s Calabash Famous
Seafood Buffet

• A Stop @ the Old Post OfficeTowers (enroute down)
• PanoramicTour ofWashington, D.C. (enroute home)
• GoodTimesTravel Club Reception Hosted by Ed & Eleanor Rogers
• AllTaxes & Fees
• Services of aTravelWorldTour Escort

a es: er erson ou e occu anc er erson s n e occu anc
.

na aymen : u us ,

$1095pp
(double occupancy)

435 Green Ridge Street
Scranton, Pa. 18509

570-342-5790

601 Market Street
Kingston, Pa. 18704

570-288-9311
.

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. FALL TOUR
Presents

7-Day Deluxe Tour
SEPTEMBER 17-23, 2017

a
Book Now!
Always a
Sellout.

askaskTRAVELWORLDTRAVELWORLD.com.com
CALL US FOR DETAILS!CALL US FOR DETAILS! 570.570.342.5790 435 GREEN RIDGE STREET, SCRANTON AT THE UNDERPASS

Find Us On

ROYAL CARIBBEAN WINTER
CRUISE SPECIAL

FEBRUARY 9-17, 2024FEBRUARY 9-17, 2024

$1395 PP

8-DAY BAHAMAS & COCO CAY CRUISE
SAIL ABOARD ANTHEM OF THE SEAS
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(OCEANVIEW BALCONY)

JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 5, 2024JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 5, 2024

$1799 PP

FLY VIA UNITED AIRLINES
NON-STOP!

JR. SUITE/
ALL-INCLUSIVE

1-WEEK WINTER
SPLASH VACATION

PUNTA CANA
RIU PALACE BAVARO

FEBRUARY 29-MARCH 5, 2024FEBRUARY 29-MARCH 5, 2024

$2495 PP

STAY AT THE #1 BEACH IN THE
WORLD !!!!!!

CLUB MED
ALL-INCLUSIVE

LEAP YEAR WINTER SPECIAL
TURKS & CAICOS

MARCH 14-19, 2024MARCH 14-19, 2024

$1995 PP
#1 BUCKET
LIST TOUR!!!
COMPLETE
6-DAY TOUR!!

6-DAY VISIT ICELAND
NORTHERN LIGHTS TOUR

MAY 2-9, 2024MAY 2-9, 2024

$3895 PP
MILAN-STRESSA-COMO-LAKE

MAGGIORI-LAKE COMO
& LAKE LUGUGANO

STAY AT THE REGINA PLACE
(BEAUTIFUL LAKE VIEW HOTEL)

COMPLETE TOUR INCLUDING AIRFARE, ALL SIGHTSEEING & MEALS!

8-DAY SPRING NORTHERN
ITALY & LAKE TOUR

NNEEEWWWWWNEW
TTTOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUUUUUUUURRRRRRRRRRTOUR

AUGUST 13-26, 2024AUGUST 13-26, 2024

FROMFROM

$4295 PP
INCLUDING AIRFARE/

CRUISE/DOME TRAIN RIDE/
DRINKS/ WI-FI/GRATUITIES/
DENALI NATIONAL PARK

THIS IS THE MOST INCLUSIVE DEAL WE HAVE EVER SEEN!
BOOK THIS EXCLUSIVE SPECIAL NOW!
YOU WILL NEVER SEE RATE AGAIN!

GRAND PRINCESS
ALASKA/CRUISE TOUR 2024

1212
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SPECIAL VALENTINES DAY & SUPER BOWL CRUISE

LAST
  CALL

Apostleship of Prayer
Papal Intention for October 2023

For the Synod ––
We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening 

and dialogue as a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be 
guided by the Holy Spirit towards the peripheries of the world.

Those with authority must ‘serve others,’ Bishop stresses at 50th Diocesan Red Mass
SCRANTON – Lawyers, 

judges, and elected officials from 
across the 11 counties of the 
Diocese of Scranton gathered at 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter on 
Oct. 6, 2023, to celebrate the 50th 
Diocesan Red Mass.

“We lift up all those in 
the legal profession to the 
mercy and love of God and the 
power of the Holy Spirit,” the 
Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, 
Bishop of Scranton, said in 
welcoming everyone to the 
milestone Mass.

The Red Mass is offered to 
invoke God’s blessing upon all 
members of the legal profession. 
Its name is derived from the color 
of the vestments worn by the 
presider and concelebrants, the 
scarlet robes of attending justices 
(which were bright scarlet in the 
Middle Ages) and the scarlet 
gowns of law professors. 

During his homily, Bishop 
Bambera used the Gospel 
message, the familiar story 
from the Last Supper of Jesus 
washing the feet of his disciples, 
to remind all those in attendance 
– whether they are a lawyer, 
judge, or public servant – 
that they must serve the most 
vulnerable among us.

“The gesture of Jesus 
washing the feet of His friends is 
recalled in the Gospel as a sign 
of His commitment to serve the 
suffering world in which He was 
immersed,” the bishop said. 

Bishop Bambera also 
shared the words of Pope 
Francis, who recently spoke 

about those involved in the legal 
profession. The Holy Father 
said those whose vocation lies 
in law have the capacity to 
do great good but only if they 
use their authority “in a way 
that reflects a well-formed 
conscience and the use of that 
authority to serve others and the 
common good with prudence 
and responsibility.”

The first Red Mass was held 
in the Diocese of Scranton in 1971 
but the tradition traces its origins 
to Rome, Paris, and London. 

In closing his homily, 
Bishop Bambera acknowledged 
the difficulties and challenges 
people in the legal profession 
face, but offered some four pieces 
of advice as they face changing 
societal values and political 
pressure.

“First, never be too proud 
or self-inflated to pray for 
strength in the work that you 

do,” Bishop Bambera began. 
“We would also do well to 
recognize the need to acquire 
not only mere professional 
competence but wisdom and 
creativity in our exercise of the 
law … most of it comes with 

humility and a willingness to 
engage and learn from the 
experiences of others.”

Bishop Bambera also 
encouraged those in attendance 
to “be willing to serve beyond the 

bare minimum of what is required 
by your profession” and finally 
“always maintain a deep respect 
for the dignity of every person 
impacted by the work that you 
do.”

The six gift bearers at the Red Mass have each spent more than 50 years 
serving the legal profession. Those honored are Joseph F. Cimini, Esq., 
Honorable Vito P. Geroulo, Albert E. Nicholls, Jr., Esq., Sal Cognetti, Jr., Esq., 
John Krisa, Esq., and Anthony J. Piazza, Jr., Esq. (Photo/Mike Melisky)

- Browse our beautiful, diverse, & extensive selection of religious items -

Patron Saint Medals, Statues, & Prayer Cards
Rosaries, Scapulars, Bracelets, Lapel Pins, & Auto Visor Clips

Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, & Irish Items
St. Joseph the Homeseller Kits, Last Suppers, & Crucifixes

452 Hazle Street - Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 - 570-823-3818

Fall Seasonal Gifts and Home DecorFall Seasonal Gifts and Home Decor
- 25% off with ad! -- 25% off with ad! -

   BEDWICK’S
                      Pharmacy & Gifts  Pharmacy & Gifts

RRELIGIOUS ITEMSELIGIOUS ITEMS
for everyday for everyday && special occasions special occasions
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Classifieds    •    Classifieds    •    Classifieds    •    Classifieds    •    Classifieds    •    Classifieds    •    

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law 

enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee 
or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the matter to law 
enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has 
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual 
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. 

It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese 
is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of 
the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which includes supporting victims 
of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, information regarding 
an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, 
Mary Beth Pacuska at (570) 862-7551.

Aviso al Respecto de Reportar el Abuso Sexual de Un Menor de Edad
Es la norma de la Diócesis de Scranton reportar cualquier alegación de abuso sexual de un 

menor de edad a las autoridades. Si usted es una víctima de abuso sexual cometido por un sacerdote, 
diácono, religioso o empleado laico, o voluntario de la Diócesis de Scranton, usted está obligado a 
reportar el asunto inmediatamente a las autoridades de la ley.

Si algún sacerdote, diácono, religioso, empleado laico o voluntario de la Diócesis de Scranton 
tiene  sospecha de que un menor de edad ha sido sujeto a cualquier forma de abuso, incluyendo 
abuso sexual de menor de edad, el asunto será reportado a las autoridades de la ley.

Es la norma de la Diócesis defender todas las regulaciones civiles y del estado. Al fin de que la Diócesis 
esté comprometida igualmente a defender las normas del Código de Derecho Canónico y defender los principios 
de la Carta Para la Protección de Niños y Jóvenes (Conferencia de los Obispos Católicos de los Estados 
Unidos), lo cual incluye apoyar a las víctimas de abuso sexual en pos del bienestar emocional y espiritual.

Por eso, información respecto a una alegación del asunto sexual de un menor de edad, debe ser reportada 
a la Coordinadora Diocesana de Asistencia para Las Víctimas, Mary Beth Pacuska, a (570) 862-7551.

1 ITEM OR COMPLETE ESTATES1 ITEM OR COMPLETE ESTATES

570-430-2370

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES WANTED

Post Cards
Books
Military
Mining Items
Tools

Guns
Sporting Items
Glassware
Toys
Clocks

Sewing
   Machines
Light
   Fixtures
Magazines

Old books, postcards, cigarette lighters, 
mining & railroad items, match box toys, all 
antiques & anything old. 570-430-2370.

Buying Antiques and furniture. If you are 
settling an estate, or have any: Gold; 
Silver; Coins; Mining or RR items; Old 
Sewing Machines; Bookcases; B/R or 
D/R Furniture - ANYTHING OLD, please 
give us a call. We have been in the estate 
furniture business since 1972 (no other 
antique dealer in this valley has been in 
business longer) and we do it full time. Com-
plete Estate Cleanout Service-Keystone 
Antiques, Paul L. Cicon. 570-498-6068.

WANTED TO BUY

SCRANTON - Beautiful 3rd fl r apt at 205 
S. Webster Ave. in the Nativity section of 
Scranton. Three large rooms, kitchen & 
bath, stove & refrigerator. Utilities includ-
ed. Laundry room on ground level. Quiet, 
family-operated building. Non-smoking/no 
pets. Credit check & security required. Rent: 
$700/month. Call 570-961-5899.

WANTED TO BUY

Old books, postcards, cigarette lighters, 
mining & railroad items, match box toys, all 
antiques & anything old. 570-430-2370.

Buying Antiques and furniture. If you are 
settling an estate, or have any: Gold; 
Silver; Coins; Mining or RR items; Old 
Sewing Machines; Bookcases; B/R or 
D/R Furniture - ANYTHING OLD, please 
give us a call. We have been in the estate 
furniture business since 1972 (no other 
antique dealer in this valley has been in 
business longer) and we do it full time. Com-
plete Estate Cleanout Service-Keystone 
Antiques, Paul L. Cicon. 570-498-6068.

WANTED TO BUY

SCRANTON - Beautiful 3rd fl r apt at 205 
S. Webster Ave. in the Nativity section of 
Scranton. Three large rooms, kitchen & 
bath, stove & refrigerator. Utilities includ-
ed. Laundry room on ground level. Quiet, 
family-operated building. Non-smoking/no 
pets. Credit check & security required. Rent: 
$700/month. Call 570-961-5899.

WANTED TO BUY

S&K ANTIQUES
We buy old Christmas & Halloween items,

as well as old toys, old advertising, military, mining & 
railroad items, musical instruments, beer items, lamps

& clocks, sewing machines, watches, jewelry & more. 
WE BUY ANYTHING OLD!

570-954-4023 • FREE APPRAISALS

ADVERTISE IN
The Catholic 

Light
570-207-2229

EManley@
DioceseofScranton.org

COUNSELING SERVICES
Patrick F. Cioni, M.S., M.A., L.P.C.

Individual & Marriage Counseling. Most 
Insurances Accepted. 570-848-7272.

JMJ CATHOLIC RADIO 
IS MOVING
FROM 98.9 FM
TO 104.5 FM

The new station will reach over 
300,000 listeners!  

JMJ RADIO an EWTN Affiliate

jmj catholic radio has moved
from 98.998.9 fm to 104.5 fm104.5 fm
The new station will reach over

300,000 listeners!
JMJ RADIO an EWTN Affiliate

WYOMING AVE, EXETER
(next to Kelly's Title and Tags)

• CATHOLIC •
Buying Silver & Gold Coins, Old Currency Notes,Buying Silver & Gold Coins, Old Currency Notes,

All Unwanted Gold JewAll Unwanted Gold Jewelryelry
(house calls made for disabled and Seniors)

(570)762-1298 • 0PEN 10-5 DAILY

CADE’S 
GOLDGOLD  &&  COINSCOINS

MCDADE - CHICHILLA APARTMENTS
230 Lackawanna Avenue, Olyphant, PA 18447

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
• 62 or older, handicapped or disabled

• Apartments designed for the mobility handicapped
Rent based on 30% of your income.

Includes all utilities except cable and telephone.
Telephone: (570) 489-4756

• CLOSE TO ALL AMENITIES •
SERVICES OFFERED

Liturgical Musician/Vocalist available for 
Weekend Masses (Bilingual or Contempo-
rary) Call or Text Ernie (570) 241-8171.

Jubilee Mass for Women and Men Religious
Sunday, November 5 at 12:15 p.m.
Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton
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LOOKING FOR A CD ALTERNATIVE?
6 Year Fixed Annuity

6 Year Term

4.50%
$5000 Minimum 

Tax Deferred
 Surrender Charge (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%, Yr3-4%

Yr4-3%, Yr5-2%, Yr6-1%)
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1

Park 2 Annuity
2 Year Term

4.25%
$1000 Minimum

Tax Deferred
Surrender Charges (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%)

10% Free Withdrawal per Year
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1, 12012010

“FOR GOD 
& NATION”

FIRSTFIRST
CATHOLIC CATHOLIC 
SLOVAKSLOVAK
UNIONUNION

Michael J. Ricci, CRPC
P.O. Box 100, Olyphant, PA 18447

800-324-2890

Plans provide full withdrawl at the end of the stated term.
Rates are subject to change. Annuity contracts issued by First Catholic 
Slovak Union, a fraternal benefit society founded in Cleveland, OH in 
1890. Not available in all states. Not FDIC or NCUSIF Insured. 

Attorney at Law
279 Pierce Street, Kingston
570.287.1156

Real Estate
Living Wills

Estate Planning & Administration
Municipal Law

A Different
Kind of Lawyer

Jonathan A.  Spohrer

Print, Mail, Fulfillment & Promotional Items

www.pdqprint.com

BUILDING YOUR BRAND
570.343.0414 • Taylor, PA 18517

W I L K E S - B A R R E  — 
The Diocese of Scranton will 
fittingly share in the yearlong 
commemoration of the 175th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the Sisters of Christian Charity 
(SCC) when the Most Rev. Joseph 
C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
will celebrate a jubilee Eucharistic 
liturgy next month in Wilkes-Barre, 
where the religious Sisters began 
their venerable ministry in America.

Bishop Bambera will serve as 
principal celebrant of a Pontifical 
Mass of Thanksgiving on Saturday, 
Nov. 4, at noon at Saint Nicholas 
Church, Wilkes-Barre. 

In addition to marking 175 
years since the SCC congregation 
was established in Germany, the 
liturgy will also celebrate the 
150th anniversary of the arrival 
of Christian Charity Sisters in the 
Scranton Diocese and, thus, the 
United States.

B l e s s e d  P a u l i n e  v o n 
Mallinckrodt, foundress of the 
Sisters of Christian Charity, was 
born on June 3, 1817, in Minden, 
Germany, and at a young age was 
drawn to care for impoverished 
families in Paderborn — nursing 
their sick and providing them 
food. In 1840, her charitable work 
extended to Catholic education 
with the opening of a kindergarten 
and school for blind children.

As Pauline’s burning love 
for God and care for the needy 
led her to consider a religious 
vocation, she was advised to 
begin her own community of 
women religious. On Aug. 21, 
1849, Pauline, together with three 
other women founded the Sisters of 
Christian Charity, whose ministry 
soon spread rapidly throughout 
Germany and, eventually, North 
and South America.

At the request of Monsignor 
Peter Nagel, and with the blessing 
of Bishop William O’Hara, first 
Bishop of Scranton, Christian 

Bishop to celebrate Mass on Nov. 4 in W-B marking
milestone anniversaries of Christian Charity Sisters

Charity Sisters arrived as Saint 
Nicholas Parish in Wilkes-Barre 
on Oct. 15, 1873, at the direction 
of Mother Pauline. The foundress 
graciously welcomed the request 
for SCC nuns to serve as teachers 
in Diocesan schools as Catholic 
education was suffering from 
military repression in her native 
Germany.

Upon welcoming Mother 
Pauline on her visit to the United 
States, Bishop O’Hara granted her 
permission to establish a permanent 
presence in Wilkes-Barre. By 
1877, the new SCC Motherhouse 
– Mallinckrodt Convent — was 
ready for occupancy.

The residence also included 
Saint Ann’s Academy, a private 
school for girls. Eventually, the 
Motherhouse headquarters was 
transferred to Wilmette, Ill., in 
1916, and then to Mendham, N.J., 
in 1927.

German Catholic pastors 
throughout the Scranton Diocese  
soon requested the Christian Charity 
Sisters to teach in their parish 
schools, and the congregation grew 
quickly beyond diocesan borders 
and throughout the U.S.

Along with their ministry 
in Catholic education, the SCC 
religious community responded to 
the need for Catholic healthcare, 
which led the Sisters to purchase 
land in Williamsport and build 
Divine Providence Hospital, 
known today as UPMC.

Throughout the years, the 
charism and ministries of the 
Sisters of Christian Charity has 
adapted to the changing needs of 
the Catholic Church, particularly in 
the areas of education, healthcare 
and social work of various kinds. 
Pauline von Mallinckrodt died 
April 30, 1881, was beatified by 
Pope Saint John Paul II on April 
14, 1985.

Since their arrival in the 
United States 150 years ago, the 

Sisters of Christian Charity have 
served in nearly 20 states and at 
the following Catholic parishes and 
schools in the Diocese of Scranton:

Saint Nicholas, Saint Ann’s 
Academy, Saint Boniface and 
Bishop Hoban/Holy Redeemer 
High School, Wilkes-Barre; Saint 
Mary Assumption and Seton 
Catholic High School, Pittston; 
Sacred Heart, Luzerne; Saint Mary 
Assumption and Saint John the 
Baptist, Scranton; Saint Boniface, 
Saint Mary High School, Saint Ann, 
Bishop Neumann High School, 
Saint Anthony Center and Divine 
Providence Hospital, Williamsport; 
Immaculate Conception, Bastress; 
Saint Mary Magdalen, Honesdale; 
Saint Basil, Dushore; Sacred Heart, 
Duryea; Central Catholic/Bishop 
O’Reilly High School, Kingston; 
and Holy Trinity and Bishop Hafey 
High School, Hazleton.

Currently, the Sisters serve in 
ministry at Saint Nicholas Parish, 
Wilkes-Barre; Saint Jude Parish, 
Mountain Top; NativityMiguel 
School, Scranton; and UPMC in 
Williamsport and Muncy. 
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Where Can Martz     Where Can Martz       

Tours Take You
?

Tours Take You
?

Oct. 19: Autumn in Gettysburg w/2 meals, $185
                                                                                                      Oct. 24: Simon & Garfunkel Tribute w/Train Ride, $165
                                                                                                      Nov. 13: Historic Philadelphia, 2 museums, 2 meals, $189

Still Some Great Experiences This Year!

BEST OF BROADWAY
Oct. 18: “MJ: The Musical,” $275 or “A Beautiful Noise,” $276
Nov. 8: Barry Manilow’s “Harmony,” $295
Dec. 30: “Hamilton,” “Wicked,” or “A Beautiful Noise,” all shows $325 pp

CATCH THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
Nov. 25: “A Christmas Carol” & Kitchen Kettle Village, $160
Nov. 30: Pa. Christmas & Gift Show, $85
Dec. 17: Koziars Christmas Village, $80
Nov. 29-30: Stay in Times Square overnight & see the lighting 
of the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree. Price pp based on 
occupancy: single $523; double $325; triple $270; quad, $232

Join our email list: martztours@martzbus.com  •  Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Call 570-821-3855 for more information.

Check www.martzbus.com/Tours - We’re adding new tours dailyCheck www.martzbus.com/Tours - We’re adding new tours daily

DON’T MISS THIS HOLIDAY TRADITION:
Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular

with the Rockettes
Fri., Dec. 8 • Sat., Dec. 16 • Wed., Dec. 27

$199-$262 pp based on show date 

Dec. 19-20: Victorian Christmas in Cape May. 3 meals & admissions.
Price pp based on occupancy:single $69, double $397, triple 380, quad $365

CHECK OUT OUR NYC  SHOPPER’S SPECIALS
$75 per person round trip: Oct. 18, Nov. 8, Dec. 8, 16 & 27

Where Can Martz     Where Can Martz     

 Tours Take You
?

 Tours Take You
?

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2024
Philadelphia Flower Show – Ocean City, MD – Niagara Falls – Thousand Islands –

DC Cherry Blossom – Murder Mystery Dinner Theater – Pa. State Laurel Festival – National Comedy 
Center – Statue of Liberty –911 Museum – Longwood Gardens – Gettysburg –

Beach Trips – Atlantic City – Sight & Sound – New England – Bronx Zoo – Wine Trips – Brewery Tours

Join our email list: martztours@martzbus.com  •  Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
Call 570-821-3855 for more information.

Check www.martzbus.com/Tours - We’re adding new tours dailyCheck www.martzbus.com/Tours - We’re adding new tours daily

Travel to Kentucky on this 5-day/4-night tour to view
this amazing, life-size recreation of Noah’s Ark.

         • Visit The Ark Encounter & Creation Museum
         • Great side trips to Flight 93 Memorial & Frank Lloyd        
            Wright’s Fallingwater
         • Round-trip motorcoach, 4 nights’ lodging, 9 meals

Per person pricing based on occupancy:
$1,595 single, $1,295 double, $1,195 triple, $1,150 quadruple
——Save your spot today with a 10 percent depositSave your spot today with a 10 percent deposit——

An Inspirational Experience: The Ark EncounterAn Inspirational Experience: The Ark Encounter
Join Martz Bus in 2024 For This Trip of a Lifetime • June 24-28, 2024

SCRANTON — Catholics 
throughout the Diocese of Scranton 
will unite with faith communities 
around the nation on Saturday, 
Oct. 14, at noon, to lend their 
prayerful pleas to the chorus of 
intercessions of supplication and 
reparation as part of this year’s 

Blessed Mother’s intercession on 
behalf of the United States.

The unified, simultaneous 
prayer effort coincides with 
October’s designation by the 
Catholic Church as the Month of 
the Holy Rosary and Respect Life 
Month.

Prayerful recitation of the 
Rosary as a visible sign of the 
power of prayer in public arenas 
pays homage to the Blessed 
Mother’s final apparition to the 
shepherd children of Fatima 
in Portugal on Oct. 13, 1917, 
culminating her messages of the 
need to offer the Holy Rosary as 
an essential tool for world peace 
and spiritual conversion.

The “America Needs Fatima” 
Rosary rallies include reparatory 
prayers for the country, particularly 

regarding the evil of abortion, and 
offenses against the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. Special intentions 
also include a greater respect for 
all human life — from conception 
to natural death — and converting 
hearts and minds away from sin.

Joining tens of thousands of 
similar “public square” prayer 
gatherings across America, the 
following outdoor Rosary events 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 14, 
at noon in the Scranton Diocese. 
All faithful are welcome.

Mountain Top  — Weis 
Parking Lot, 237 South Mountain 
Boulevard, Mountain Top. For 
information,  call Carmen at 
(570) 262-7373.

Wilkes-Barre — Our Lady of 
Fatima Blessed Grotto, 51 North 
Street, Wilkes-Barre. 

— United in Faith —
Faithful encouraged to participate in ‘America Needs Fatima’ Rosary rallies on Oct. 14

“America Needs Fatima” Rosary 
Crusade.

Each year  since the “America 
Needs Fatima” campaign was 
founded in 1985, faithful gather at 
noontime on a Saturday in October 
to send their Rosary prayers and 
petitions heavenward, seeking the 

Roaring Brook Township — 
Saint Eulalia Church grounds, 214 
Blue Shutters Road, Roaring Brook 
Township. For more information, 
contact Mary Ann Brooks at (570) 
689-9104.

Honesdale — Honesdale 
Central Park, Church & Ninth 
streets; sponsored by the four 
churches of Saint  John the 
Evangelist Parish, Honesdale, 
and area Knights of Columbus. 
Event begins with Mass at 11 a.m. 
in Saint Mary Magdalen Church, 
Church St., Honesdale, followed 
by prayerful procession to the park. 
Facial masks and social distancing 
required; provide own chairs for 
the outdoor devotion. In case of 
inclement weather, the Rosary 
Rally will be held at Saint Mary 
Magdalen Church.

 • • • • • • 2024 TOURS • • • • • •

STUCKER TOURS
570-655-8458 • For a complete list of tours • www.stuckertours.com
ATLANTIC CITY, RESORTS CASINO • NOV. 5-6 • $15 Slotplay/$25 Food credit $169

KOZIER CHRISTMAS VILLAGE & PHILADELPHIA PREMIUM OUTLETS • NOV. 26
The greatest Christmas display w/over 1 million Christmas lights. This vintage Christmas display is sure to 
put you in the holiday spirit. Stroll the paved walkways as you take in the breathtaking lights & grounds. 

Lunch incl. Choice of: Chicken Francaise or Ricotta Stuffed Shells.  $179

MILITARY TATTOO FESTIVAL • NORFOLK, VA PLUS COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG
April 17-21, 2024 • A ceremonial performance of military music performed by bands from around the
world including  Army, Navy & Marine Corps, drill teams & bag pipers. Narrated sightseeing cruise,

(6) meals,1 day full admission to Colonial Williamsburg including The Governor’s Palace.
RESERVED SEATING for The Parade Of Nations & much more! $1,175 ($50 Off for Vets)

RESORTS WORLD CATSKILLS CASINO • JAN. 27 - $25 Slot & $15 food credit. $63
"MAHONEY BROTHERS" HUNTERDON HILLS PLAYHOUSE

& WIND CREEK CASINO ($25 Slotplay) • March 2 • Neil Diamond & Billy Joel Tribute Show. $175

Hi, the only thing is we would 
like the $25 slotplay near the 
wind creek...whatever u can 
do!
Thanks
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Carlo A. LaMonica
        —Attorney at Law

BINGO NIGHT
FRIDAY, MAY 27 ─ 7:00 P.M. TILL ?

• Probate & Estate Administration
• Estate Planning
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Health Care Directives
• Estate & Inheritance Taxes
• Veterans Disability Claims

Prepare for your Future, Protect Your Family.
Schedule your FREE CONSULTATION today!

•  (570) 751-1571  •
www.LaMonicaLawFirm.com

TIM MORRISTIM MORRIS
ARBORICULTURAL SERVICESARBORICULTURAL SERVICES

☑ All types of tree and shrub pruning. 

☑ Large shade trees to tiny ornamentals 
and everything in between.

☑ Full removals and excellent cleanup 
as well.

☑ Beautifying landscapes for over 20 
years.

☑  Working year round.

Bringing knowledge, experience and enthusiasm to every job!Bringing knowledge, experience and enthusiasm to every job!

Winter is an excellent time for pruning —
ASK ME WHY!

Call: 570-240-5161

Tim Morris 
ISA

Certified
Arborist

MA-4561A

PITTSTON –– Our Lady of the 
Eucharist Parish will host its 66th 
Annual Novena to Saint Jude, patron 
saint of hopeless cases and things 
despaired of, at Saint Mary, Help of 
Christians Church, 535 North Main 
St., Pittston, beginning Thursday, 
Oct. 19, and concluding on the Feast 
of Saint Jude, Saturday, Oct. 28.

Mass, homily, Novena prayers 
and veneration of the relic of Saint 
Jude will be held Monday through 
Friday at noon & 7 p.m. Saturday 
devotions are offered at noon & 4 
p.m., and the Sunday Novena is held 
at 11 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Recitation of the Rosary and  

Pittston parish hosting 66th Saint Jude Novena 

Sacramental confessions (except 
Sunday) precede all Novena devotions.

Scheduled Novena celebrants/ 
homilists are as follows:

Thursday, Oct. 19, noon, 
Monsignor John Jordan, and 7 p.m., 
Father Louis Grippe; Friday, Oct. 20, 

noon & 7 p.m., Father Joseph Verespy.
Saturday, Oct. 21, noon & 

4 p.m., Father Kenneth Seegar; 
Sunday, Oct. 22, 11 a.m. & 5 p.m., 
Father Seegar. 

Monday, Oct. 23, noon & 7 
p.m., Saint Joseph Oblate Father 
Paul McDonnell

Tuesday,  Oct .  24,  noon, 
& 7 p.m., Father Sam Ferretti; 
Wednesday, Oct. 25, noon, Father 
Seth Wasnock, and 7 p.m., Father 
Alex Roche.

Thursday, Oct. 26, noon & 
7 p.m., Monsignor Dale Rupert; 
Friday, Oct. 27, noon & 7 p.m., 
Father Michael Bryant.

On the Feast of Saint Jude, 
Saturday, Oct. 28, Father Seegar  will 
celebrate both the noon liturgy and 
the Novena’s closing Mass at 4 p.m.

Novena prayer cards are 
provided. For more information, 
contact the parish office at (570) 
654-0263.

2x1.75 $40.08

AROUND THE AROUND THE WORLD TRAVELWORLD TRAVEL 
 NOV. 28 • THE MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS @SIGHT & SOUND

with dinner at Miller’s Smorgasbord   $175pp   
DEC. 6 • RADIO CITY BUS TRIP orchestra seats $169pp/bus only $75

DEC. 27 • RADIO CITY BUS TRIP orchestra seats $199pp/bus only $75
MARCH 3-8 • SPRING GROUP RIU CARIBE CANCUN $1400pp

AUGUST  GROUP TRIP TO POLAND 

2x1.25 - $29.63

 (570) 383-0544 • Like us on fb
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    Skilled Nursing

    Nursing Aides

    Social Work 

   Pastoral Care

    Registered Dietary

    Physical Therapy

    Occupational Therapy

    Speech Therapy

Home Health, Hospice and
Outpatient Therapy

Training Provided in:

CPR, First Aid and AED

Outpatient Therapy in

 Two Locations:

Sybertsville and The Laurels, Hazletoninfo@maylathhealth.com   email

Home Health, Hospice and
Outpatient Therapy

ADVERTISE IN
The Catholic Light

570-207-2229
Eileen-Manley@DioceseofScranton.org

FDIC-Insured
12 Month Term

• CD RATE SPECIALS •• CD RATE SPECIALS •

*5.50% APY
as of 10/9/2023 Goldman Sachs Bank

*Goldman Sachs Bank is not affiliated with LPL Financial. CD’s are FDIC insured to specific limits and offer a fixed rate of return 
if held to maturity, whereas investing in securities is subject to market risk including loss of principal. Securities and advisory 
services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC.

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION
570-836-9000

Toll Free 1-877-557-2634

JOHN PAUL TOSI, CFPJOHN PAUL TOSI, CFP
− WEALTH ADVISOR −

• 58 Bridge Street, Tunkhannock - Next to CVS •

®

I hope that you are doing well! 
Here are the updates for our 
October advertisement: 

Bank: Goldman Sachs 
Rate: 5.50%
Term: 12 months
As of date: 10/9/2023

LAFLIN — The Diocesan 
Enthronement Guild of the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary will host 
a special Mass of Enthronement to 
celebrate the Solemnity of Christ 
the King on Sunday, Nov. 26.

The Mass commemorating the 
annual feast day that marks the end 
of the Church’s liturgical year will 
be celebrated at 3 p.m. in the chapel 
of the Oblates of Saint Joseph 
Seminary, Route 315, Laflin.

Saint Joseph Oblate Father 
Joseph Sibilano, who resides at the 
seminary, will serve as principal 
celebrant for the liturgy.

Music  minis t ry  for  the 
liturgical celebration will be 
provided by Ernie Pappa and 
Vanessa James. The prelude of 
contemporary music will be offered 
prior to the Mass, beginning at 
2:30 p.m. Refreshments will be 
provided following the Mass.

Enthronement Mass slated for Christ the King feast  
The Enthronement of the 

Sacred Heart apostolate enables 
families and 
i n d i v i d u a l s 
to consecrate 
their  homes 
to the Sacred 
H e a r t  o f 
Jesus and the 
I m m a c u l a t e 
Heart of Mary. 
Homes  tha t 
h a v e  b e e n 

enthroned become an extension 
of the liturgy, whereby faithful 

Father Joseph
Sibilano, OSJ

can follow up their Eucharistic 
devotion in church with prayerful 
devotion in their own private 
settings.

A n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 
enthroning their home and family 
to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary may register to receive an 
Enthronement packet by contacting 
Maria Pappa, coordinator of the 
Enthronement Guild, at (570) 241-
8171. Enthronement renewals are 
also available.

All are welcome to attend the 
Christ the King celebration.

Fostering prayerful devotion 
to Jesus and Mary through 
recitation of the Rosary, Marian 
Devotion Ministries in the Diocese 
of Scranton is hosting its 2023 
Fatima Journey, which began on 
the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, 
May 13, and continues through 
October, the Month of the Holy 
Rosary.

Prayer rallies and Rosary 
evenings are hosted throughout 
the Diocese and include the Rosary 
with chanted Scriptural mysteries, 
Fatima prayers and hymns.

Marian Devotion events are 
scheduled as follows:

Saturday Rosary Devotion 
— Oct. 14, at 5 p.m. at the Fatima 
Shrine on the grounds of Saint 
Mary of Mount Carmel Church, 
Dunmore.

Rosary Evening of Marian 
Devotion — Oct. 16, at 6 p.m. at 
the Oblates of Saint Joseph Chapel, 
Route 315, Laflin.

Tuesday Evening Rosary 
Rally — Oct. 24, at 6 p.m. at Saint 
Mary of the Lake Church, Lake 
Winola.

Fo r  more  i n fo rma t ion , 
contact Ernie Pappa at (570) 
241-8171 or email: singtomary@
aol.com.

Marian Devotion Rosary prayer services

Saint John Vianney Parish
hosting Blue Mass Oct. 28

SCOTT TOWNSHIP — Knights of Columbus, 
Corpus Christi Council 12573, is sponsoring a Blue Mass 
honoring all emergency personnel and first responders 
on Saturday, Oct. 28.

The annual liturgy will be hosted by Saint John 
Vianney Parish, 704 Montdale Road, Scott Township, 
with the Mass celebrated at the parish worship site at 
5 p.m.

In addition to offering prayers of blessings and 
special intentions for the crucial work of law enforcement 
officers, firefighters, and emergency responders, the Blue 
Mass also memorializes and remembers all those who 
have fallen in the line of duty in service to the public.
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Serving AllServing All
CatholicCatholic

Cemeteries in Cemeteries in 
NE PANE PA

Stop by to see why we are the
preferred memorial provider.

SELECTION
• Tri-state area’s largest • Over 400 memorials 

on display • More than 25 color choices

QUALIFICATION
• Family owned and operated for over 130 

years • Recommended by more than 15 
funeral homes • Superior workmanship

PRICE
• Buy direct from the manufacturer

• NO MIDDLEMAN!

Looking for theLooking for the
Perfect Monument?Perfect Monument?

1-800-824-5293 1-800-824-5293 •• 570-253-3300  570-253-3300 •• FAX: 570-253-3360 FAX: 570-253-3360

The clear choice 
for all your

memorial needs

www.martincaufi eldmemorialworks.com
mcmwphil@ptd.net

Full Service Granite Company Since 1877



Martin Caufi eld Memorial Works
249 Sunrise Ave., Honesdale, PA 18431


- 570-575-1184 -

Loving Memories
Monument Care570-346-1828

Making sure your loved one’s memory is never forgotten.
Same day service, weather prevailing.

Before After

Loving Memories
Monument Care570-346-1828

Making sure your loved one’s memory is never forgotten.
Same day service, weather prevailing.

Before After

, LLC
Loving Memories
Monument Care570-346-1828

Making sure your loved one’s memory is never forgotten.
Same day service, weather prevailing.

Before After


Seniors &

Veterans

Discounts!

WE ALSO OFFER FLOWER PLACEMENT!

present this coupon for a discount

BEFORE AFTER →→→→

Veteran’s Day is fast approaching.
– Make sure your loved one’s memory is never forgotten –

Prayer Requests for Priests

October 12, Father Brian Kelly; October 13, Father E. Francis 
Kelly; October 14, Father John Kilpatrick; October 15, Monsignor 
Shane Kirby; October 16, Father Michael Kirwin; October 17, 
Father Michael Kloton; October 18, Holy Cross Father Charles 
Kociolek; October 19, Father Bert Kozen; October 20, Father 
Jonathan Kuhar; October 21, Father Jose Joseph Kuriappilly; 
October 22, Father Andrew Kurovsky; October 23, Father Joseph 
Kutch; October 24, Father Arun Lakra; October 25, Father John 
Lambert; October 26, Passionist Father Francis Landry; October 27, 
Father William Langan; October 28, Father John Lapera; October 
29, Saint Peter Priestly Fraternity Father William Lawrence; 
October 30, Passionist Father John Michael Lee; October 31, 
Jesuit Father John Levko; November 1, Pope Francis; November 2, 
Bishop Joseph C. Bambera; November 3, Father Michael Litcheck; 
November 4, Holy Cross Father Thomas Looney; November 5, 
Holy Cross Father Robert Lozinski; November 6, Father Edward 
Lyman; November 7, Monsignor Peter Madus; November 8, 
Saint Peter Priestly Fraternity Father Christopher Mahowald; 
November 9, Father Thomas Major; November 10, Father Thomas 
Maloney; November 11, Father Joseph Manarchuck; November 
12, Capuchin Franciscan Father Pio Mandato; November 13, 
Father Michael Marchetti; November 14, Jesuit Father Joseph 
Marina; November 15, Jesuit Father Leonard Martin; November 
16, Bishop Emeritus Joseph F. Martino; November 17, Father 
Paschal Mbagwu; November 18, Father Michael McCormick; 
November 19, Father Glenn McCreary, V.E.; November 20, Saint 
Joseph Oblate Father Paul McDonnell; November 21, Holy Cross 
Father Russ McDougall.

The Daily Prayer Request for Priests schedule is as follows:

The Diocese of Scranton joined in the commemoration of the 
11th annual National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children 
in September, when pro-life Americans honored the memory of the 
nearly 65 million unborn victims of abortion since its legalization 
in 1973. Area faithful participated in a memorial service at Mount 
Olivet Cemetery in Carverton at the Wyoming Valley Knights of 
Columbus “Tomb of the Unborn” on the cemetery grounds. During 
the annual observance, the Rosary was recited in remembrance 

‘Tomb of Unborn’ at Mount Olivet Cemetery hosts pro-life ceremonies

of all aborted babies. Three weeks later, the 27th anniversary of 
the Knights’ “Tomb of Unborn” was celebrated on Respect Life 
Sunday, Oct. 1. Pictured in the above photo is Father Thomas Petro, 
chaplain of the Greater Pittston Knights of Columbus Assembly 
948 and pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Dupont, leading 
the solemn commemoration, which included prayerful recitation 
of the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary.
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Who makes house calls?
As of October 2015, I will now meet clients either at their home, or at a
location they choose and no longer require clients to meet at my office.
I have decided that I would change the way I meet with people so it will
be as easy and as convenient as possible for the client.
Based on my practice, which consists of estate planning and
administration along with elder law, I find that clients are more
comfortable discussing such matters in familiar surroundings.
While I know this may seem unconventional to some, I believe
I will be able to servr e clients much better in this fashion.
If anyone is uncomfortable with home visits, I have a few locations
where I can meet in an office setting. I look forward to meeting with my
existing clients and especially meeting new clients that are looking for
any assistance in estate or elder law matters.

(570) 901-1254
www.bendicklaw.com

Located in Shavertown
(Covering Luzerne, Lackawanna,

& Wyoming Counties)

Michael
J. Bendick

Attorney At Law

• Guardianships
• Asset Protection Planning
• Medicaid Application Assistance

Settle all estate matters and distribute inheritances.

Utilize all discounts and proper deductions.
Meet all requirements and deadlines.

• Powers of Attorney • Living Wills • Wills
• Trusts Guardianships • Asset Protection Planning
• Medicaid Application Assistance

• Powers of Attorney • Living Wills
• Wills • Trusts Guardianships

 → Enlarged to 3 column by 
6.25 - cost $190.31

The previous size you’ve run in the 
past was a 3x4.75 - cost $147.49

Helping to take the mystery out of your financial future

•                                             •

Nicholas J. Colarossi, CRCNicholas J. Colarossi, CRC
College Planning • Retirement Planning
www.njcinvestments.com • 570-586-5030
Securities offered through Leigh Baldwin & Co., LLC. Member FINRA/SIPC

INVESTMENTS
N J C

®

Catholic Happenings Around the DioceseCatholic Happenings Around the Diocese
Euchar i s t i c  Adora t ion 

Evening: “Abundant Life Holy 
Hour” — OCT. 12, hosted by 
Mary, Mother of God Parish in 
North Scranton; Holy Hour with 
exposition and adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament begins at 7 p.m. 
at the parish worship site of Holy 
Rosary Church, 316 William St., 
Scranton. Evening of Eucharistic 
adoration includes quiet prayer, 
homily and solemn benediction. 

Final “40 Days for Life” Pro-
Life Rosary Gatherings — OCT. 
12-NOV. 3, offered for the special 
intentions of an end to abortion and 

closure of the Planned Parenthood 
location in Wilkes-Barre; Rosary is 
prayed each weekday, Monday thru 
Friday, at 10 a.m. in front of the 
offices of Planned Parenthood, 101 
North Main St., Wilkes-Barre. The 
pro-life campaign draws attention 
to the evil of abortion through 
prayer & fasting, constant vigil, 
and community outreach. 

Weekly Bereavement Support 
Group Sessions — OCT. 16-
NOV. 13, sponsored by St. John 
Neumann Parish in Lords Valley; 
bereavement support group meets 
on consecutive Monday afternoons 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in the St. 
John parish hall, 705 Route 739, 
Lords Valley. Weekly gatherings 
address topics dealing with the 
grief process. All are welcome; 
advance registration required at 
stvgriefgroup@att.net or by calling 
the parish office (570) 775-6791.

Mass for Healing — OCT. 
17, sponsored by the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal of the 
Diocese of Scranton; Mass with 
prayers for healing will be offered 
at 7 p.m. at the Oblates of St. 
Joseph Chapel, Route 315, Laflin. 
Guest celebrant: St. Joseph Oblate 
Father Paul McDonnell, rector of 
the OSJ seminary/chapel and pastor 
of Divine Mercy Parish, Scranton. 
Prayer teams will be available for 
individual prayers following the 
liturgy. All are welcome.

T u e s d a y  E u c h a r i s t i c 
Adoration — OCT. 17, hosted 
by St. Peter Parish in Wellsboro; 
weekly exposition & adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament offered 
every Tuesday from 1 to 6 p.m. at 
the Church of St. Peter, 47 Central 
Ave., Wellsboro. All faithful are 
welcome to spend time in prayerful 
meditation and reflection in the 
presence of the Eucharistic Lord.

3 9 t h  A n n u a l  P r a y e r 
Breakfast for Life — OCT. 21, 
sponsored by the Scranton Chapter 
of Pennsylvanians for Human Life 
(PHL); held from 9 a.m. to noon 
at Fiorelli’s Catering, 1501 Main 

St., Peckville. Guest speakers 
include Peter DeMaio, president 
of PHL; event also features a 
basket raffle. Breakfast cost: $25 
for adults; all children & students 
admitted free of charge. Program 
sponsorships and patrons also 
available. For more information 
and reservations, call the Scranton 
PHL office at (570) 343-5099, or 
visit: prolifescranton.org.

Parish Pasta Dinner — OCT. 
21, sponsored by Queen of the 
Apostles Parish, 715 Hawthorne 
St., Avoca; pasta dinner served 
from 3 to 7 p.m. in the parish 
hall (take-outs available). Cost: 
adults, $12; children (ages 3 & 
older), $6. Sale of quarts of tomato 
sauce, meatballs, vodka sauce, and 
cannoli will be held during the Oct. 
21-22 weekend in the parish hall.

5 5 t h  A n n u a l  P o r k  & 
Sauerkraut Dinner — OCT. 25, 
hosted by St. Luke Parish, 118 
Kendall Ave., Jersey Shore; lunch 
served from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and dinner served from 4 to 7 
p.m. (take-out dinners available all 
day). Featuring pork & sauerkraut, 
knockwurst, mashed potatoes, apple 
sauce, dumplings, bread, dessert 
and soft beverages. Cost: adults, 
$11 (in advance) and $12 (at door); 
children (ages 5 to 12), $5 and $6. 
Advance tickets available during all 
weekend Masses and thru Oct. 24 at 
the parish office.

“Sweet Discourse” Eucharist 
Series — OCT. 26, hosted by 
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish in 
Pocono Pines; series of Eucharistic 
encounter nights, offered in 
conjunction with the National 
Eucharistic Revival, held on the 
fourth Thursday of every month at 
7 p.m. in the parish hall. Moderator: 
Father Paschal Mbagwu, parish 
administrator. Monthly gatherings 
include the evening’s lesson, 
followed by question-answer 
session and dessert social; series 
continues through July 2024.

Continued on next page
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TRAVEL IS THE ONLY THING THAT MAKES
YOU RICHER!

THOMPSON TOURS

Visit us at thompsontours.com
or 

call us at 1-866-484-6677
Why choose us?  Airfare and transportation to the major airports is 

included in our pricing!

EUROPE AND BEYOND TOURS WITH STILL MORE TO COME!

  IICCEELLAANNDD  AADDVVEENNTTUURREE  
Golden Circle Tour see the best of Iceland on this great tour!  $2795.00 per person 

  
IITTAALLIIAANN  &&  FFRREENNCCHH  RRIIVVIIEERRAA    &&  PPAARRIISS  TTOOUURR  

AApprriill  1111--2211,,  22002244  
Visit Milan, Cinque Terra, Portofino, Monaco, Cannes & Paris $4295.00 

  
IIRREELLAANNDD  &&  IITT''SS  HHIIDDDDEENN  TTRREEAASSUURREESS  

JJuunnee  1199--2288,,  22002244  
Visit Cliffs of Moher, Galway, Westport, Achill Island, Dublin, Blarney, Killarney & the Dingle Peninsula! $3395.00 

  
HHEEAARRTT  OOFF  SSWWIITTZZEERRLLAANNDD  TTOOUURR 

JJuullyy  1166--2244,,  22002244      --  Tour and much more. $3695.00 
Highlights: Bern, Interlaken, Grindelwald, Gimmelwald, Murren, Lake Brienz Cruise Trummelback Falls, Lucerne City  

USA AND CANADA GROUP TOURS 2024
 

COLORADO ROCKIES TO RED ROCK TRAIN TRIP*New Trip 
April 29-May 6, 2024 

Highlights include:   Rocky Mountaineer & Durango-Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad Arches-
Canyonlands and Mesa Verde National Parks  $3795 per person 

 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST WITH PORTLAND ROSE FESTIVAL PARADE 

Highlights include:  Seattle, Space Needle, Mt Helena, Portland Grand Floral Rose Parade, 
Redwoods,  Rogue River Jetboat wildlife tour, Sonoma wine tasting, San Francisco and much 

more!  $3295.00 
 

CANADIAN ROCKIES ON THE ROCKY MOUNTAINEER 
June 19-27, 2024 

Visit Vancouver, Jasper, Columbia Ice Fields, Banff and Calgary!  $4695.00 per person 
 
 

PPUUNNTTAA  CCAANNAA  AALLLL  IINNCCLLUUSSIIVVEE  AANNDD  GGOOLLFF  PPAACCKKAAGGEESS  22002244  
  

JJAANNUUAARRYY  99--1166,,    JJAANNUUAARRYY  1166--2233,,  JJAANNUUAARRYY  3300--  FFEEBB  66 
ALL PRICING INCLUDES TRANSPORTATION TO THE AIRPORT ROUNDTRIP!   

PPUUNNTTAA  CCAANNAA  AADDUULLTT  OONNLLYY 
AALLLL  IINNCCLLUUSSIIVVEE  AATT  TTHHEE  RRIIUU  RREEPPUUBBLLIICCAA 

$1495.00 
PPUUNNTTAA  CCAANNAA  BBAAHHIIAA  PPRRIINNCCIIPPEE  GGRRAANNDD 

$1495.00 
PPUUNNTTAA  CCAANNAA  GGOOLLFF  AALLLL  IINNCCLLUUSSIIVVEE 

MMEELLIIAA  CCAARRIIBBEE  RREESSOORRTT  AANNDD  CCOOCCOOTTAALL  GGOOLLFF  RREESSOORRTT 
$1550.00  INCLUDES UNLIMITED GOLF. 

EARLY BOOKING BONUS IS HERE!
$125.00 OFF ALL EUROPE AND USA AND CANADA BOOK NOW!

We are Penn State! We have away games and join our list for Playoffs!

Catholic HappeningsCatholic Happenings
Take-Out Turkey Dinner — 

OCT. 28, sponsored by St. Joseph 
the Worker Parish in Williamsport; 
held from noon to 5 p.m. at the 
parish center (kitchen take-out 
window), 720 West Fourth St., 
Williamsport. Dinner includes 
turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, cole slaw and dessert. 
Cost: $13 per dinner.

Parish Rummage Sale — 
NOV. 4, sponsored by St. Joseph the 
Worker Parish in Williamsport; held 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Fleming 
Parish Center, 720 West Fourth St., 
Williamsport. Numerous food and 
bake sale items available.

Traditional Turkey Dinner 
— NOV. 5, hosted by Our Lady 
of Hope Parish in Wilkes-Barre; 
traditional full-course holiday 
turkey dinner will be served from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the parish 
center, 154 S. Hancock St., Wilkes-
Barre, with take-outs available. 
Event also includes a bake sale, 
small games of chance, raffle 
drawing, and children’s activities. 
Dinner cost: adults, $14; children 
ages 12 and younger admitted free 
of charge. Tickets sold at the door.

Franciscan Retreat: “The 
San Damiano Cross” — NOV. 5, 
sponsored by the Holy Dormition/
St. Clare Secular Franciscan 
Fraternity; afternoon retreat will be 
hosted from 1 to 4 p.m. at St. John 
Bosco Parish, 573 PA Route 93, 
Sugarloaf. For more information, 
contact Ed Pane, OFS, at (570) 
401-7517. 

Elec t ion  Day  Pas ta  & 
Meatball Dinner — NOV. 7, 
sponsored by St. John Bosco 
Parish, SR 93, Conyngham; sit-
down dinners served from 3 to 7 
p.m. in the parish center.  Dinner 
includes pasta, meatballs, salad, 
Italian bread and homemade 
dessert (take-outs available). Cost: 
adults, $12; children (age 10 & 
younger), $6. Tickets at the door, at 
weekend Masses or by contacting 
the parish office (570) 788-1997.

U k r a i n i a n  O r p h a n a g e 
Fundraiser — NOV. 11, sponsored 
by the Orphan Outreach Ministry at 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish, 
Brodheadsville; tricky tray games 
party to be held in the parish’s 
McCawley Hall at Our Lady Queen 
of Peace Church, Route 209, 
Brodheadsville. Proceeds benefit 
orphanages for disabled children 
and adults in war-torn Ukraine. 
Doors open at 9 a.m.; drawings 
begin at 12:30 p.m. Admission 
cost: $10, includes one sheet of 
tickets; additional sheets available 
for purchase. Fundraising event 
features drawings for more than 
150 theme baskets and gift prizes. 
For more information, contact 
Sandie Flannery at (570) 350-9652 
or sandieflannery@gmail.com. 

Annual Take-Out Roast Beef 
Dinner — NOV. 12, hosted by 
Mary, Mother of God Parish in 
North Scranton; dinner is take-out 
only from noon to 4 p.m. at nearby 
Stirna’s Restaurant, 120 W. Market 
St., North Scranton. Dinner cost: 
$11, in advance; $14, at the door. 
For advance tickets, contact the 
parish office at 316 William St., 
Scranton; phone: (570) 342-4881.

Parish Christmas Craft 
Show — NOV. 18, sponsored by 
St. Joseph the Worker Parish in 
Williamsport; held from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Fleming Parish Center, 
720 West Fourth St., Williamsport. 
Food items available for purchase.

Parish Cash Bingo — NOV. 
19, to benefit Prince of Peace 
Parish in Old Forge; hosted at the 
Eagle McClure Fire Department, 
375 Milwaukee Ave., Old Forge. 
Doors open at 11 a.m.; bingo games 
start at 1 p.m. Event includes 20 
regular games with $100 cash 
prizes, plus five specials with 
$250 jackpots; basket raffle and 
snack bar. Admission cost: $30; 
additional game booklets $10 
each. Advance tickets at weekend 
Masses or contacting the parish 
office (570) 457-5900.

TRAVEL IS THE ONLY THING THAT MAKES
YOU RICHER!

THOMPSON TOURS

Visit us at thompsontours.com
or 

call us at 1-866-484-6677
Why choose us?  Airfare and transportation to the major airports is 

included in our pricing!

EUROPE AND BEYOND TOURS WITH STILL MORE TO 
COME

 
IITTAALLIIAANN  &&  FFRREENNCCHH  RRIIVVIIEERRAA    &&  PPAARRIISS  TTOOUURR  

AApprriill  1111--2211,,  22002244  
VViissiitt  MMiillaann,,  CCiinnqquuee  TTeerrrraa,,  PPoorrttooffiinnoo,,  MMoonnaaccoo,,  CCaannnneess  &&  PPaarriiss  $$44229955..0000  

  
IITTAALLYY  NNOORRTTHH  AANNDD  SSOOUUTTHH  **NNEEWW  DDAATTEE  AAPPRRIILL  2233--MMAAYY  33,,  22002244  

VViissiitt  LLaakkee  CCoommee,,  VVeenniiccee,,  FFlloorreennccee,,  TTuussccaannyy,,  AAmmaallffii  CCooaasstt  aanndd  RRoommee!!    $$44229955..0000  
ppeerr  ppeerrssoonn..  

  
IIRREELLAANNDD  &&  IITT''SS  HHIIDDDDEENN  TTRREEAASSUURREESS  

JJuunnee  1199--2288,,  22002244  
VViissiitt  CClliiffffss  ooff  MMoohheerr,,  GGaallwwaayy,,  WWeessttppoorrtt,,  AAcchhiillll  IIssllaanndd,,  DDuubblliinn,,  BBllaarrnneeyy,,  KKiillllaarrnneeyy  &&  

tthhee  DDiinnggllee  PPeenniinnssuullaa!!  $$33339955..0000  
  

       

USA AND CANADA GROUP TOURS 2024
ROCKY MOUNTAINEER COLORADO AND RED ROCK TRAIN 

TRIP*New Trip 
April 29-May 6, 2024 

Highlights include:   Rocky Mountaineer & Durango-Silverton 
Narrow Gauge Railroad Arches-Canyonlands and Mesa Verde 

National Parks  $3795 per person 
 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST WITH PORTLAND ROSE FESTIVAL PARADE 
Highlights include:  Seattle, Space Needle, Mt Helena, Portland 

Grand Floral Rose Parade, 
Redwoods,  Rogue River Jetboat wildlife tour, Sonoma wine tasting, 

San Francisco and much more!  $3295.00 
 

CANADIAN ROCKIES ON THE ROCKY MOUNTAINEER 
June 19-27, 2024 

Visit Vancouver, Jasper, Columbia Ice Fields, Banff and Calgary!  
$4695.00 per person 

 
 

PPUUNNTTAA  CCAANNAA  AALLLL  IINNCCLLUUSSIIVVEE  AANNDD  GGOOLLFF  PPAACCKKAAGGEESS  22002244  
  

JJAANNUUAARRYY  99--1166,,--    JJAANNUUAARRYY  1166--2233,,--  JJAANNUUAARRYY  3300--  FFEEBB  66 
ALL PRICING INCLUDES TRANSPORTATION TO 

THE AIRPORT ROUNDTRIP! 
PPUUNNTTAA  CCAANNAA  AADDUULLTT  OONNLLYY  AALLLL  IINNCCLLUUSSIIVVEE  AATT  TTHHEE  RRIIUU  RREEPPUUBBLLIICCAA 

$1495.00 per person 
PPUUNNTTAA  CCAANNAA  BBAAHHIIAA  PPRRIINNCCIIPPEE  GGRRAANNDD 

$1495.00 per person 
  

AAMMAAZZIINNGG  PPRRIICCIINNGG  ––  AATTTTEENNTTIIOONN  GGOOLLFFEERRSS  
PPUUNNTTAA  CCAANNAA  GGOOLLFF  AALLLL  IINNCCLLUUSSIIVVEE 

MMEELLIIAA  CCAARRIIBBEE  RREESSOORRTT  AANNDD  CCOOCCOOTTAALL  GGOOLLFF  RREESSOORRTT 
$1550.00  INCLUDES UNLIMITED GOLF. 

EARLY 
BOOKING 
BONUS IS 

HERE!
$125.00 OFF ALL 

EUROPE AND 
USA AND 
CANADA

BOOK NOW!
EXTENDED TO 

OCTOBER 17

SOUTH AFRICA 
SAFARI TOUR

April 2016, 
2024 

3 Game Drives 
Capetown 

Victoria Falls 
Soweta Tour 

and much 
more! 

Early booking 
pricing 

$5995.00 

  IICCEELLAANNDD  AADDVVEENNTTUURREE  
MMaarrcchh  1188--2266,,  22002244  

Golden Circle Tour 
see the best of 
Iceland on this 

great tour!  
$2795.00 per 

person  

SIGNATURE 
NATIONAL 

PARKS TOUR
August 2024

COMING 
SOON!
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Paying  on the spot
for U.S./German/Japanese:

Medals, Uniforms, Helmets, Hats, Armbands, Flags,
Daggers, Swords, Bayonets, Knives, Pistols, Rifles,

Equipment, Pictures, Letters, Currency, Coins, etc…  

Contact Sam at (570) 814-8287
Please leave a message if I’m unavailable.

(I am a private collector not a dealer and would be honored to purchase
your military souvenirs to display in my collection.)

MAILING LABEL - Please be sure to enclose this label with any address changes
and mail to The Catholic Light, 330 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA 18503

The Catholic Light

Bennington and SonBennington and Son

Steeple Work
  (Restoration and New)
Painting
High Pressure Cleaning
Masonry Restoration
Water Proofi ng/Caulking
Roofi ng and Flashing
Metal Fabrication
Fiberglass Work
































INTERIOR

EXTERIOR

Plastering
Painting
Stencil Work
Gold Leafi ng
Refi nishing of Woodwork and Pews
Professional Wall Washing
Marbleizing
Stained Glass Work
   (Restoration and New)

Church Specialists Inc.

Providing church restorationProviding church restoration
services for 75 years.services for 75 years.

Sign Up for The Catholic Light 
free weekly E-Newsletter

Go to dioceseofscranton.org, click on 
MEDIA and Diocesan E-Newsletter
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