
  

 

 

 

Weekly E-Newsletter 

 

July 13, 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

For 99th year, Solemn Novena to Saint 
Ann to open in Scranton 

 

 

 

On the cusp of its centennial-year celebration in 2024, the 99th annual 
Solemn Novena to Saint Ann at the Basilica of the National Shrine of Saint 
Ann in West Scranton, in honor the mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
will open on Monday, July 17. It will continue with nine days of 
Eucharistic worship, devotional prayer and preaching, culminating with 
the celebration of the Feast of Saint Ann on Wednesday, July 26.  
 



Very Rev. Passionist Father Richard Burke, rector of the Saint Ann 
Passionist Monastery and director of the Saint Ann National Shrine 
Basilica, announces the guest preachers for this year’s Solemn Novena will 
be Passionist Father Melvin Shorter and Passionist Brother Andre 
Mathieu. 
 

The clerical speakers will focus their messages of devotion and inspiration 
on the 2023 Novena theme: “Intimacy with Jesus.” 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

New parish linkages take effect in Scranton 
and Dunmore as part of Vision 2030 

process 
 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pxclrIVhHzTOHzTafOtbtI4Su9L3Hjc9DN50UrOCm-oHdGYQ0HhIoIRfVLsiFEUYXWLUeODnVaRrFni6xEL6L443c7ekIx5-q8gzXpbm5gIA9nYUwjI5wI6vq-vsSTJcXWU28DLPhynkKgegFLa1SC9ec5VM0gi-Bz945mCCgicrG_3nWcIRfPg5iDaZ2-YFu9eZgRJ4jN3Ox3K9woep4AhahPn-L34zBXxIp1IoINn_E77-Ux4atfcffWhSXNNAfEOKEF8eC-YivRbVwao5ttzjqSzlmvC7o0L4xAHj4gg=&c=a9fPJ-QYLfqpXAZBay0VQABYwBLi39-mUSt4QyzL_NRhwIF2Y9jtjg==&ch=0IM1HF_5f-JsmcoU4FsGLULB-khAfHtta2L8iAS4whrsPC-v2Kaz0Q==


Four parishes in Lackawanna County officially entered into two new 
linkages this week after two of them said goodbye to their longtime 
leaders. 
 

The Cathedral of Saint Peter in downtown Scranton and Immaculate 
Conception Parish in the city’s Hill Section came together in a new linkage 
on Tuesday, July 11, 2023. Father Jeffrey D. Tudgay, J.V., V.E., J.C.L., is 
now the pastor of both parish communities after the retirement of Father 
Pat McLaughlin. 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish and Saints Anthony and Rocco Parish, 
both in Dunmore, also linked as of the same date. Father David 
Cappelloni, V.F., is now the pastor of both parishes after the retirement of 
Father John Doris. 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

On second trip to Ghana, Bishop Bambera 
ordains 14 men to the priesthood 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pxclrIVhHzTOHzTafOtbtI4Su9L3Hjc9DN50UrOCm-oHdGYQ0HhIoIRfVLsiFEUYE7irGTPDda9tSdiWeXUzDhIURoDrLi6A1R1UlztlvzAr97DKVRjSXIdgSy98gzjTeFeaXSShZDvjEocQOrmkDYNmZdQ-4xoBXWHv3AGPU--VUkMJ4x3z-43Ew7yPKLsA3csnvYLy_KZP67wU3K_5UjjAnW3Lp7lcz-TFpP7SD3rwdqnu2gYM2ZvmTRCYasJ62UmTxW0hK-DIL10R9ZJJx4fs1itSPKHYPx1Bt1V5bRk=&c=a9fPJ-QYLfqpXAZBay0VQABYwBLi39-mUSt4QyzL_NRhwIF2Y9jtjg==&ch=0IM1HF_5f-JsmcoU4FsGLULB-khAfHtta2L8iAS4whrsPC-v2Kaz0Q==


During a four and a-half hour Ordination Mass, the Most Rev. Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, ordained 14 men to the priesthood in the 
African nation of Ghana on July 8, 2023. 
 

The Mass, which was celebrated on the lawn of Christ the King Cathedral 
in Sunyani, was filled with joyful music, singing, dancing and devotion to 
Jesus Christ. 
 

At the beginning of the Eucharistic celebration, the Most Rev. Matthew 
Kwasi Gyamfi, Bishop of Sunyani, welcomed Bishop Bambera, noting this 
year is the 50th anniversary of the Diocese of Sunyani. 
 

“For us to celebrate this, I invited a brother bishop, a friend bishop, a 
bishop who loves this Diocese, a bishop who is already helping many of 
our priests who have gone to his diocese to study and come back to help 
us,” Bishop Gyamfi said. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Vocations Golf Classic tees off for 13th 
year to support seminarians 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pxclrIVhHzTOHzTafOtbtI4Su9L3Hjc9DN50UrOCm-oHdGYQ0HhIoIRfVLsiFEUYIIcKYgglbCK1Ol_UhXOehFV7f-cpBKQysQjpQrvCdkQCJx3uuycJbTkxsYEfdDB1pDZHYQuRRZKSnjBJ-sCkczAbN0OZ8uw_Yl5mN2wra5PCN_mJz-nzsGeW7iy4WJ5Upc-nadHsD9Hhetfs1-1mf15jN_FXYQw6bvk64AV0dGNLRGIdDSh1Q-JwJ7V_7ZR3Ky7tr4dbULcOGzwIfr8RUu4-EhzL-c4Eho0b100m9PrwERHT2lC_nQ_CxIstP1op&c=a9fPJ-QYLfqpXAZBay0VQABYwBLi39-mUSt4QyzL_NRhwIF2Y9jtjg==&ch=0IM1HF_5f-JsmcoU4FsGLULB-khAfHtta2L8iAS4whrsPC-v2Kaz0Q==


 

 

The weather could not have been better July 10 as 184 golfers hit the links 
for the 13th Vocations Golf Classic at Blue Ridge Trail Golf Club. 
 

The tournament, held in memory of John A. Yourishen Jr., brought 
together men and women from every corner of the Diocese of Scranton. 
 

“This tournament is a great way to bring people from East Stroudsburg, 
Williamsport, the Northern Tier, Scranton and Wilkes-Barre together to 
recognize that we’re one church,” Rev. Alex Roche, Director of Vocations 
and Seminarians, explained. 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

Click Here to Watch a Video Featuring this Year's Golf Classic  
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Register names for Mass in Remembrance of 
Victims of Violent/Tragic Death 

 

 

 

The Diocese of Scranton is offering the annual Mass in remembrance of 
victims of violent or tragic death. This Mass is offered for the families and 
friends of those who have died in tragedy, especially through murder, 
suicide, and accident. 
 

The Mass is scheduled for Tuesday, July 25, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in Saint 
Peter’s Cathedral, 315 Wyoming, Scranton. All persons who have lost a 
loved one through tragic and traumatic death are invited to this liturgy.  
 

The Mass will be televised on Catholic Television of the Diocese of 
Scranton. 

Click Here to Register a Name for the 2023 Mass of Remembrance  
 

 

 

 

Support Catholic education by turning your 
taxes into scholarships 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pxclrIVhHzTOHzTafOtbtI4Su9L3Hjc9DN50UrOCm-oHdGYQ0HhIoDqKi9sIDhi8eXhXBR7j8cWDEx5dqhtrCFMSu4ZCQtLwPegDQ0gDElyky8cOVV0kyEK1HYn_WuTxaIi9agbyQncis06ossekFnfIR8hLLEnyWcrFiuj69qm3SaBkwf4SuBuARIiBRi2wJixcBGT7oRqcGu6u-AAHpcrB4P3NsBOJzyuYTgASJfF8r_SkAbj7ZTEzSkiG8JRjQ2Q5WS03Lx6Se57658d9uNa7cS2D0Mhd3grj7x7bIrjwSwElVKVpqJHuVIxK2qTUN3dUUjYT0mX_ez8806w7nT6qPnJfe_gWxDszb4Oeh5S7Ghl2lfPl_w==&c=a9fPJ-QYLfqpXAZBay0VQABYwBLi39-mUSt4QyzL_NRhwIF2Y9jtjg==&ch=0IM1HF_5f-JsmcoU4FsGLULB-khAfHtta2L8iAS4whrsPC-v2Kaz0Q==


 

When Bob and Josie Brown first heard that they could turn their 
Pennsylvania taxes into Catholic education scholarships, they admitted 
being a little skeptical. 
 

It almost sounded too good to be true. 
 

“The application process was very easy. I had a few concerns at first and 
made some phone calls to confirm that our donation would be distributed 
as intended,” Josie said. 
 

Pennsylvania allows qualifying individuals and businesses to use their tax 
obligations as need-based scholarships for Catholic school students 
through the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program. In 
many cases, individuals and businesses can receive up to a 90-percent tax 
credit! 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pxclrIVhHzTOHzTafOtbtI4Su9L3Hjc9DN50UrOCm-oHdGYQ0HhIoIRfVLsiFEUYjrRLKOuI9AN_P74MKfJo9f816ymXHixix0Ixu_4njD6Da8v_1TQm7lj7TO9QlGG3D_rgFta4DEQXcyI82SJAwQPR50e1iMNNgkKx3MsRzT9yGZR8PQ45zruHZL9umTLBhaKP_f1o9_HYXtWtLV9OXTYQRPz2CRO6PJf9N55DaralUfwK7IN1tAtB1FEBWNoJXMwvMZcnNXjAPEPb2QCrer8KvX_jEq-xTwC093IznmzPcHOWSp002A==&c=a9fPJ-QYLfqpXAZBay0VQABYwBLi39-mUSt4QyzL_NRhwIF2Y9jtjg==&ch=0IM1HF_5f-JsmcoU4FsGLULB-khAfHtta2L8iAS4whrsPC-v2Kaz0Q==


Fond Farewell: Two longtime Catholic 
school principals retire 

 

 

After dedicating 94 years to Catholic school students in the Diocese of 
Scranton, two long-time principals retired at the end of June. 
 

Jeffrey Lyons, principal of Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School in East 
Stroudsburg and Ellen Murphy, principal of La Salle Academy in Jessup, 
each ended a distinguished career in education on June 30, 2023. 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Parishes collect 16,024 diapers and 35,930 
wipes to help newborn babies 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pxclrIVhHzTOHzTafOtbtI4Su9L3Hjc9DN50UrOCm-oHdGYQ0HhIoIRfVLsiFEUYoyDHRCcnM7VTfFx9ylsli3TycTULTHUMSB0QQVLFCInPqXWZQoBqAauj_Z7wB6ys9yDtr21e1Ihar-JJ7WkUCm-ty5oNwjlOeoZZcev8BgaJiiJGB_p0EnE172UM9Sx6Ed9Q23Tu0U83gBPdBksgTynNNC6Gw1wHzHoj-HcFh2ZnSOl0LDhO4SOtWkrlzmSvF5o9pFkMtbod_RzWy1MN1zSAmnJYpCFjN-yJIF721T0=&c=a9fPJ-QYLfqpXAZBay0VQABYwBLi39-mUSt4QyzL_NRhwIF2Y9jtjg==&ch=0IM1HF_5f-JsmcoU4FsGLULB-khAfHtta2L8iAS4whrsPC-v2Kaz0Q==


 

 

After learning that Catholic Social Services faced a critical need of diapers 
and wipes for its Pregnancy and Maternal Health Program, parishioners 
throughout the Diocese of Scranton responded in an overwhelming way. 
 

Twelve parishes held special collections between Mother’s Day (May 14) 
and Father’s Day (June 18) collecting a total of 16,024 diapers and 35,930 
wipes to help mothers and families who are struggling to afford one of a 
child’s most basic necessities. 
 

“We have great parishioners. They are so generous. Anytime you ask them 
to do anything, they are right there,” Elayne Totten, a member of the 
Social Concerns Committee at Saint John Vianney Parish in Montdale, 
said. “The Catholic Church is always there to help. We’ve done so many 
things and this is one of the most important for mothers and babies.” 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
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Ten parishes will hold 
picnics/festivals/bazaars this weekend and 

they all begin TONIGHT! 

 



 



 



 

This upcoming weekend is a popular time for our parish picnics and 
bazaars. A total of ten parishes throughout the diocese have festivities 
planned this weekend! 
 

Four of them actually begin TONIGHT! When you're thinking about 
dinner this evening - or over the next few days - St. Joseph Marello 
Parish, St. Nicholas Parish, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, and Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish all invite everyone to visit them! 
 

For a fulling listing of all the other parishes hosting picnics/festivals this 
weekend, click the link below. 

Click Here for the Summer Festivals, Picnics and Bazaars Webpage  
 

 

  

Follow Us 
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