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Funeral services held for the Most 
Reverend James C. Timlin, eighth Bishop 

of Scranton 
 

 

 



Hundreds of people attended the Mass of Christian Burial for the Most 
Reverend James C. Timlin, eighth Bishop of the Diocese of Scranton, on 
Tuesday, April 18, 2023.  
 

The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, tenth Bishop of Scranton, served 
as principal celebrant for the 2 p.m. funeral Mass which was held at the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. Concelebrating the Mass were three 
other Bishops: Bishop Jeffrey Walsh, Bishop of Gaylord, Mich.; Bishop 
Robert Cunningham, Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of Syracuse; and 
Bishop Michael Fitzgerald, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia. 
 

Monsignor Joseph G. Quinn, V.F., pastor, Our Lady of the Snows Parish, 
Clarks Summit, served as the homilist. During his homily, Monsignor 
Quinn said that Bishop Timlin had been a faithful mentor, friend and 
inspiration for more than 40 years.  
 

"We all come together this day with saddened hearts, first to mourn the 
death of the Most Reverend James C. Timlin," Monsignor Quinn said in 
opening his homily. "We also come together in this great Cathedral of ours 
to reflect upon his life, to remember the fullness of Bishop Timlin's 
remarkable 95 year pilgrimage homeward, and lastly we're here this day to 
pray for his eternal peace." 
 

Bishop Timlin passed away on Easter morning, April 9, at Marywood 
Heights after serving the Diocese of Scranton for more than 70 years as a 
priest and Bishop. Following the funeral Mass, Bishop Timlin was interred 
at Cathedral Cemetery in Scranton. 
 

"Did he do it perfectly every day of his lifetime journey of faith? No. Who 
does? Who could?" Monsignor Quinn stated in his homily. "But with his 
genuine sense of humility he would be the first to tell you that he was far 
from perfect. He was always reminding all of us that we're not called to be 
perfect, we're called to be holy, so that we might be humble enough, 
human enough, and happy enough to live merciful lives rooted in Christ." 
 

Additional coverage of Bishop Timlin's funeral Mass will be available in 
the May 11 edition of The Catholic Light. 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Bambera releases pastoral video on 
day of funeral, addressing clergy sexual abuse 

 



 

 

As Bishop Bambera welcomed the faithful to the Cathedral of Saint Peter 
for the funeral Mass of Bishop Timlin, he acknowledged that these have 
been "difficult and challenging days for us as a Church." 
 

Bishop Bambera noted that while many people grieve the loss of a kind 
and compassionate leader who worked tirelessly for others, some people 
grieve the consequences of imperfect judgments and decisions that "led to 
the suffering of some who were most vulnerable." 
 

In August 2018, then-Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro singled 
out Bishop Timlin for his mishandling of clergy sexual abuse cases which 
were highlighted in the Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report. 
 

Shortly before the funeral Mass began, Bishop Bambera released a video 
on the Diocese of Scranton website and social media platforms directly 
addressing clergy sexual abuse. 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Bambera celebrates Healing Mass for 
Survivors of Abuse 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_dR_o-AmOx_hufGwmvgil_PBtMVtJArlYjxkVuHdHC0ZII_1Z64jCjKpFNY5D5qls7vo5n3zsF8DEJi_ArsvNAT6qy4Sxet7dA==&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==


 

 

In recognition of the month of April as National Child Abuse Prevention 
Month, the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
celebrated a Healing Mass for Survivors of Abuse on Thursday, April 20, 
at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton.  
 

"It’s not insignificant that our prayer today takes place at the conclusion of 
a week that in so many respects opened up a wound that, while hardly 
healed, has burdened so many of our brothers and sisters," Bishop 
Bambera said during his homily. "Two days ago, we buried Bishop Timlin, 
the eighth Bishop of the Diocese of Scranton. While Bishop Timlin never 
abused a child, it must be acknowledged that the consequences of 
decisions on his part led to the suffering of some of the most vulnerable 
among us." 
 

During the Mass, Bishop Bambera apologized to anyone who has had pain 
inflicted upon them at the hands of a priest, deacon or member of the 
church.  
 

"I pledge to continue to do all within my power to keep our Churches and 
schools safe for our children and for all of our people to worship, to pray, 
to learn and to grow in their faith."  



Read Bishop Bambera's Homily from the Healing Mass for Survivors of 
Abuse  

 

 

Watch the Healing Mass for Survivors of Abuse from Catholic 
Television  

 

 

 

 

 

Hazleton Parish to host Mass for World 
Day of Prayer for Vocations April 29 

 

 

 

Queen of Heaven Parish, 750 North Vine Street, Hazleton, will be the 
location for the Diocese of Scranton’s annual World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations Mass on Saturday, April 29, 2023. 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_ZniNC61ogdp8PzOy-t9XZuqhrBR39PvQEKbAa03inb6WXnb4jQRxZ9frr0uEwJtVf2tx-kjbmfnGsveJ2zQ51ntUTtH22nPpuf0GAWdGAtf4BxEgaloetPBWd0RG5-nJ_9z9uq2zRwurDHEQcB_zfLiYKtfuGo54k-W2DI_-pCDpXfQ_4r8caUe9mJcP7YF1WSp2chKqk957GQyMXNRDJCRyp6L7q1VL6uwUyDGuujOrww8cvGPgVQ=&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_ZniNC61ogdp8PzOy-t9XZuqhrBR39PvQEKbAa03inb6WXnb4jQRxZ9frr0uEwJtVf2tx-kjbmfnGsveJ2zQ51ntUTtH22nPpuf0GAWdGAtf4BxEgaloetPBWd0RG5-nJ_9z9uq2zRwurDHEQcB_zfLiYKtfuGo54k-W2DI_-pCDpXfQ_4r8caUe9mJcP7YF1WSp2chKqk957GQyMXNRDJCRyp6L7q1VL6uwUyDGuujOrww8cvGPgVQ=&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_dR_o-AmOx_hx2WQdhkJedXqg8zqoaUc-E7K8u9oe6QCB8OGEB3pDlBNDybv11qpOq7cMwr1z4-bhvFf38FZss1wAh63kcEmf9xkpEW9BRDtDYBPw9KNq-EZPCq3UesBcs2LuMdEtxXH_zbL48HDHaxYA7Qnou2Lxg==&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_dR_o-AmOx_hx2WQdhkJedXqg8zqoaUc-E7K8u9oe6QCB8OGEB3pDlBNDybv11qpOq7cMwr1z4-bhvFf38FZss1wAh63kcEmf9xkpEW9BRDtDYBPw9KNq-EZPCq3UesBcs2LuMdEtxXH_zbL48HDHaxYA7Qnou2Lxg==&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==


The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will be the 
principal celebrant for the 5:30 p.m. liturgy. 
 

The purpose of World Day of Prayer for Vocations is to publicly fulfill the 
Lord’s instruction to, “Pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into 
his harvest” (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2). 
 

While those in attendance will pray for all those discerning and living out 
their vocation, on this weekend the Church concentrates its attention on 
vocations to the ordained ministries (priesthood and diaconate), 
consecrated life in all its forms (male and female religious life, societies of 
apostolic life, consecrated virginity), secular institutes in their diversity of 
services and membership, and to the missionary life.  

 

Click Here for More Information on the Mass for the World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations  

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis: "Never tire of bearing 
witness to the Gospel, even in times of 

tribulation" 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_dR_o-AmOx_hhhmCmrlmaqeXN8q63UgshHvL7TCnxbq8vZucn9HWoah_E191ylDnjiasE8oaZ5BvCAk8KqfHi1escaaM95UVyPLKP_IEwjEzZsOrdqJ9CcMSHBortHTGVWc_Nf--47c0fFzohn-z8fcTMCq8w4y_5HCHvFekMVOZutZgyYPWobDmvsuctLeZcVCm5n9D1KoNQHdA0zOt4GAJgHOjfj-HkOzSuMNMswmpSl6awZwxf9ewaJL8FOrehQ9_rZaxLGO8dJK_RK9mgfc=&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_dR_o-AmOx_hhhmCmrlmaqeXN8q63UgshHvL7TCnxbq8vZucn9HWoah_E191ylDnjiasE8oaZ5BvCAk8KqfHi1escaaM95UVyPLKP_IEwjEzZsOrdqJ9CcMSHBortHTGVWc_Nf--47c0fFzohn-z8fcTMCq8w4y_5HCHvFekMVOZutZgyYPWobDmvsuctLeZcVCm5n9D1KoNQHdA0zOt4GAJgHOjfj-HkOzSuMNMswmpSl6awZwxf9ewaJL8FOrehQ9_rZaxLGO8dJK_RK9mgfc=&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==


 

 

Martyrdom is primarily an act of love, not heroism, and while it often 
comes in the midst of persecution, it should motivate Christians to seek 
peace and reconciliation, Pope Francis said. 
 

Persecution and martyrdom are not a thing of the past, he told people at 
his weekly general audience April 19. “Today there is persecution of 
Christians in the world. A lot. There are more martyrs today than there 
were” in the first centuries of Christianity. 
 

As part of his series of talks about “zeal” for evangelization, Pope Francis 
spoke about the witness of “the host of martyrs – men and women of every 
age, language and nation – who have given their life for Christ.” 

 

Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Bishops' President and Pro-Life 
Chairman respond to Senate vote on Veterans 

Affairs Abortion rule 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_dR_o-AmOx_h4MvkQDeTG1ta-CwWJoCffjtFml9wFa37fOvpv9HuY8NntC_0cbryxgr92Xx9F9LucUnrGWaFnWbNUFcHD8axlv72RjOOJkQEfqNcIQLRXgejZFGbFv2dEokGlcNCko_u0od5mPz9afgdS_klGOzStv4MQ_T3nGruU2ms9h43yhYGKU-HFjsN88WN4Lss8AN6E0ykGf-v7FVFp1T39O5opmEfMz-aLA-S27tboGmsAVgb5hlQPVLzlgL5TjUleJ5XfxGv9BNGS5w=&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==


 

 

On Wednesday, April 19, the U.S. Senate voted 51 to 48 to reject a 
Congressional Review Act resolution that would overturn an interim final 
rule from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) which added abortion 
to veterans’ and dependents’ health benefits packages.  
 

In response, Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the Archdiocese for the 
Military Services, USA, and president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB), and Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of Arlington, chairman 
of the USCCB’s Commttee on Pro-Life Activities, issued the following joint 
statement: 
 

“It is a gross failure that the Senate did not pass this lifesaving resolution. 
Our heroes and their dependents deserve quality health care services, 
instead of policies to end the lives of their own children. Many veterans 
face tremendous life challenges, especially as the active duty experience 
too often involves significant mental health traumas and can be followed 
by a difficult readjustment to civilian life. It is inhumane to provide fully 
taxpayer-funded abortion (which itself can increase mental health risks) 
as a so-called solution to pregnancy, instead of resources needed to 
welcome a child and flourish as a family. We continue to urge Congress to 
prevent implementation of this harmful policy, and to provide instead real 
support for our military veterans and their loved ones.” 
 



The USCCB, together with the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA, 
submitted a joint regulatory comment letter to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs when the rule was announced in September. 

 

Click Here for More Information, including a link to read the USCCB 
Letter  

 

 

 

 

 

People wounded in life should find welcome 
in the Church, pope says 

 

 

 

The wounds of Christ, still visible after his resurrection, are the greatest 
sign of God’s love and mercy, Pope Francis said on Divine Mercy Sunday. 
 

“Let us ask ourselves, however, if in the name of this love, in the name of 
Jesus’ wounds, whether we are willing to open our arms to those who are 
wounded by life, excluding no one from God’s mercy, but welcoming 
everyone – each person like a brother, like a sister, like God welcomes 
everyone. God welcomes everyone,” he said April 16. 
 

After reciting the midday “Regina Coeli” prayer with about 20,000 people 
gathered in St. Peter’s Square, Pope Francis wished a happy Easter to 
Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Christians who follow the Julian calendar 
and were celebrating the Resurrection that day. 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_dR_o-AmOx_hzlU2ap_63CHmPfCJoNK-2svFJoODgnAWbKsEzcd2g_ND-uerluSQ7qwK-Z2F8jfwmtH4WaVeJxHbJGL3Y8ZvybvZOWvbw920HGdADn9ss_QA8Flclk7WIZ9ElckhzUrcielBIA-MFC3GEx8ietSA9jqPRStHx-5c0fEnzh5pLtKiZLQD7DrVYnkGijJNwp2PxPGG9mJQTRr6BzTsHDWwpUKYwl2mr9TQe4qt3sOVque2h0j6UTpx-EUjl4hh3TZW4mQwtLmosYibN9bLCdvyK5akcIhqIntG&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_dR_o-AmOx_hzlU2ap_63CHmPfCJoNK-2svFJoODgnAWbKsEzcd2g_ND-uerluSQ7qwK-Z2F8jfwmtH4WaVeJxHbJGL3Y8ZvybvZOWvbw920HGdADn9ss_QA8Flclk7WIZ9ElckhzUrcielBIA-MFC3GEx8ietSA9jqPRStHx-5c0fEnzh5pLtKiZLQD7DrVYnkGijJNwp2PxPGG9mJQTRr6BzTsHDWwpUKYwl2mr9TQe4qt3sOVque2h0j6UTpx-EUjl4hh3TZW4mQwtLmosYibN9bLCdvyK5akcIhqIntG&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==


Read More from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

 

Dance concert to serve as fundraiser for 
World Youth Day 2023 participants 
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_dR_o-AmOx_hnnEXRvNrxfEpwUWQCbauAXIGBDmR5nAoTxyBFsDr9AlifDzOKD1OhBhC6QZTwS2HQ5IrYhoU2z6W3rdl_eo20RH18ttN_nHoJOipuakS1j3JjFJEFWVjhsLmWNeyVXmmH7sT0ORwYtY6i_p5eW60lzlGkpapyyeeSCWHumIUYU4EbIiceYNlhr-7q0NwB0QfMm_yex7QDlkzdymHe5Z4_biv9syh8BlxdMJPWvUI5TcL9pjqYpLozA==&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_eCKarwYTI7klkZOkf6uM3vB79HyFyO9QrDmMQNPwkFjcp2E-tgQMHZ2-12H-8y2ZJBsEiyy28p96kiojOycRdV1wn-IvBnQ0UxpioNidQQCsIMdPPklLyY=&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_ePrqxr-5G3ph2gZCtOky9u1ORNvQ-CzMZBDaWNhapRLRNvZwl6AzMPoPHUNI-vJ5S-mwK4ERc1fetbdhzIxZt0Rgl0su84-o2BHhsZLfcWN&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_ZV81SDSzRD8CPMfRH9dymGC63IH4AYWKeWmVBvEtnmHlCudnIsKrREGbdAZBmMSVkrzP1_FnqB6aDfs1SAgVlCKiX22qkwur1ObuHQVY9LaeQBuufgXtYvPp8c-G6gCDQ==&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n1z9VvpKSnuWK84DSxxh-vsxT__8ShTCmWDNjUDn5oiSAQJUltm4_ZV81SDSzRD8EVA6FAW-T5ZErDJb9JjwoO8UDwq1RDDrMPWM5nv9XwLpsPN8Rmqrty1IYqhZ74Irz2aFlJ4hDT03CZWouIsqFKpmBv6a44Js&c=EpmT1o9E-hxRNKBBiThiCjvy_xIrRhHBxmi5mJWwKkaEsh_95Wkp5w==&ch=YyQNCBTpgbLpfvJIxf9HzyktyzpYR1jdPHtilyd3QdVZtufrG0IHww==


 

 

 

 

    
  

 

 


