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Mass of Christian Burial 
 

for 
 

The Most Reverend James C. Timlin, D.D. 
 
 

Bishop Emeritus of Scranton 
 
 

 
Tuesday, April 18, 2023, at 2:00 P.M. 

 
Cathedral of Saint Peter 

 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 

D I O C E S E  O F  S C R A N T O N  
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M i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  L i t u rg y  
 
 

Principal Celebrant 

The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.  
 

Bishop of Scranton 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Homilist 
 

Monsignor Joseph G. Quinn, V.F. 
Pastor, Our Lady of the Snows Parish, Clarks Summit 

 
Deacon of the Mass 

 

Deacon Peter G. Smith 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Deacon Florian J. Gyza Deacon Raymond A. Pieretti 

Chaplains to Bishop Bambera 

Concelebrants 

Reverend Gerald W. Shantillo, V.G. 
Vicar General of the Diocese 

Reverend John V. Polednak, V.E. 
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy 

The Attending Bishops  

Priests of the Diocese of Scranton 
 

Resident Religious Priests 

Reverend Jeffrey D. Tudgay, J.V., V.E. 
Judicial Vicar and Episcopal Vicar for Canonical Affairs 

Pastor, Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton 

Deacon Gerard L. Carpenter 
Queen of Angels Parish, Jessup 

 

Deacon Stephen B. Frye 
Saint Ann Parish, Williamsport 

 

Masters of Ceremonies 
Monsignor Dale R. Rupert 

Diocesan Master of Ceremonies 
 

Reverend Seth D. Wasnock 
Pastor, Saint Rose of Lima and  

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parishes, Carbondale 

Deacon Matthew G. Lorent 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace Parish, Hawley 
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Altar Servers  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Joseph Pusateri, Jr.  Peggy Regan Rainey  

Lectors 

Clifford Regan  Jane Salmon Woody 

Gift Bearers 

Music Ministry 
Diocesan Choir 

under the direction of  

Linda Phillips Orseck 

Mark Ignatovich 
Organist 

Julie Ferguson 
Cantor 

James Brennan 
CTV Manager 

Dan Gallagher 
Community Affairs Manager 

Catholic Television of the Diocese of Scranton 
Eric Deabill 

Diocesan Secretary for Communications 

Hospitality 
 

Chancery Staff of the Diocese of Scranton 
 

 

Liturgical Art and Environment 
 

William J. Manley 

Reverend John J. Chmil 
Reverend Cyril D. Edwards, V.E. 
Reverend Joseph P. Elston, V.F. 

Reverend J. Duane Gavitt 
Monsignor Joseph G. Quinn, V.F. 
Monsignor Neil J. Van Loon, V.F. 

Pallbearers 

We gratefully acknowledge the publishers whose music was used in this worship guide  
by virtue of annual license agreement:  OneLicense.net #A-701111. 

 
 

Family Members of Bishop Timlin 

 Deacon Martin J. Castaldi 
Edward Fortuna 

Evan Gedrich 
Matthew Kelly 

Andrew Francis 
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T h e  I n t r o d u c t o r y  R i t e s  
 
 

Entrance Hymn          “All Creatures of Our God and King” 
                                LASST UNS ERFREUEN  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sign of the Cross and Greeting 

 
Bishop:   Peace be with you. 
Assembly:  And with your spirit. 
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striking 
breast 

Penitential Act                                                                      
 

Assembly:  I confess to almighty God  
   and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
   that I have greatly sinned,  
   in my thoughts and in my words,  
   in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,   
   through my fault, through my fault,  
   through my most grievous fault;  
   therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  
   all the Angels and Saints,  
   and you, my brothers and sisters,  
   to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

 
Kyrie                                              traditional chant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Collect 
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T h e  L i t u r g y  o f  t h e  W o r d  

 
First Reading           Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7 

 
, Responsorial Psalm                     Psalm 42: 2,3, 5cdef; 43: 3, 4, 5
                          Gelineau 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Second Reading          Romans 8: 31b-35, 37-39 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                traditional chant 

  

Gospel Reading                           Luke 24: 13-16, 28-35 

 
Homily                                                  Monsignor Joseph G. Quinn, V.F. 

 
Universal Prayer                                                  

 

Please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 
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T h e  L i t u r g y  o f  t h e  E u c h a r i s t  
 
Preparation of the Gifts         “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
                                   ST. COLUMBA / arr. Englert 

 
Invitation to Prayer 

 
Assembly:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
 for the praise and glory of his name, 
 for our good, and the good of all his holy Church. 

 
Prayer over the Offerings 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer                acclamations from A Community Mass 
              Proulx 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Memorial Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Amen 

 

 

 

 
 

T h e  C o m m u n i o n  R i t e  
 
The Lord’s Prayer and the Rite of Peace 

 
The Fraction Rite                                     Holy Cross Mass 
                Isele 
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Invitation to Communion 
 

Bishop:  Behold the Lamb of God...those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

Assembly: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,  
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 
 

Communion Hymns               “Ave Verum Corpus” 
                                                       Mozart 

             
                    “Draw Near” 
                                                                                    Janco 
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Prayer after Communion 

 
 

F i n a l  C o m m e n d a t i o n  
 

Invitation to Prayer 
 
 
 

 
Song of Farewell                                          “Song of Farewell” 
                                                                         Joncas 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of Commendation 
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Marian Antiphon                “Regina Caeli” 
                  REGINA CAELI LAETARE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Procession to the Place of Committal 
 

Deacon: In peace, let us take our brother to his place of rest. 

 
               “May the Angels Lead You into Paradise” 
                                                     Janco 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 

 

                                                                               “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 
                        HYFRYDOL 
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The Most Reverend James C. Timlin, D.D. 
 

Bishop Emeritus of Scranton 
 

August 5, 1927 — April 9, 2023 

The Most Reverend James C. Timlin, D.D., the eighth Bishop of Scranton, was ordained to the 
Episcopacy on Sept. 21, 1976, and on June 7, 1984, became the first man born within the Diocese of 
Scranton to serve as its shepherd. 

Bishop Timlin was born in the High Works section of Scranton on Aug. 5, 1927, son of the late James C. 
and Helen Norton Timlin, members of Holy Rosary Parish in the Providence section of Scranton. 

Bishop Timlin received his early education at Saint John the Evangelist Elementary School in South 
Scranton and graduated from Holy Rosary High School, North Scranton. He began his studies for the 
priesthood at Saint Charles College, Catonsville, Md., and Saint Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, before 
enrolling in the North American College in Rome. 

Bishop Timlin was ordained to the priesthood in Rome by Scranton native Archbishop Martin J. 
O’Connor, then-rector of North American College, on July 16, 1951. Following his ordination, he 
continued his studies in theology in Rome before returning to his home Diocese, at which time he was 
appointed assistant pastor of Saint John the Evangelist Parish, Pittston, in 1952. 

On June 12, 1953, the future Bishop was assigned to the Cathedral Parish of Saint Peter, Scranton, where 
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he served as assistant pastor until Sept. 12, 1966, when he was named assistant chancellor of the 
Diocese and secretary to the Most Reverend J. Carroll McCormick, sixth bishop of Scranton. 

Bishop Timlin was elevated to the rank of Monsignor when he was named a Prelate of His Holiness by 
Pope Paul VI on April 23, 1972. 

He served as chairman of the Diocesan Liturgical Commission and the Priests’ Education Committee, 
as well as librarian and secretary at Saint Pius X Seminary in Dalton. On July 26, 1972, he was appointed 
to the Diocesan Board of Consultors, and on May 30, 1975, was elected president of the Board of 
Directors of The Catholic Light diocesan newspaper. 

Named Auxiliary Bishop of Scranton on Aug. 3, 1976, Bishop Timlin received his episcopal ordination in 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter on Sept. 21, 1976, when he also began his duties as Vicar General of the 
Diocese. He would serve a five-year term as Episcopal Moderator of the National Association of Holy 
Name Societies and, as Auxiliary Bishop, was appointed as pastor of Nativity of Our Lord Parish, South 
Scranton, on Sept. 4, 1979. 

Bishop John J. O’Connor, seventh bishop of Scranton and future Cardinal Archbishop of New York, 
appointed Bishop Timlin chairman of the Saint Pius X Seminary Board of Advisors and chairman of the 
Preparatory Commission for the Diocesan Synod on July 28, 1983. 

Upon Bishop O’Connor’s transfer to the Archdiocese of New York in March of 1984, Bishop Timlin was 
elected Apostolic Administrator by the Diocesan Board of Consultors. He was appointed eighth bishop 
of Scranton by His Holiness, Pope Saint John Paul II, on April 24, 1984, and was installed on June 7 of 
that year. 

Bishop Timlin’s 19-year episcopacy as Shepherd of the Scranton See — the second-longest thus far in 
Diocesan history — saw the Scranton native son preside over the grand celebrations commemorating 
the 125th Anniversary of the Diocese of Scranton in 1993. 

Bishop Timlin has served as a member of the National Advisory Council and the Administrative 
Committee of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, and Chairman of Region III of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. He also served a five-year term as President of the Institute for 
Religious Life, and was appointed by Pope Saint John Paul II to the Synod of Bishops on Consecrated 
Life in 1994. 

Bishop Timlin served a ten-year term as Episcopal Liaison to the Civil Aviation Apostolate, and as a 
consultant to the Bishop’s Committee on Migration. He also served as Chairman of the Roman Catholic
-Polish National Catholic Dialogue and as a consultant to the Secretariat for Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs. 

With his 75th birthday looming on the horizon in 2002, Bishop Timlin, as required by Canon Law, 
submitted his resignation to the Holy See. Publication of the acceptance of the resignation by the Holy 
Father occurred on July 25, 2002, and five days later, the Diocesan Board of Consultors elected the 
Bishop as Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese. 

He would fulfill the administrative duties until Sept. 30, 2003, the day before his successor, Bishop 
Joseph F. Martino, was installed as the ninth bishop of Scranton in the Cathedral of Saint Peter. 

While holding the title of Bishop Emeritus, Bishop Timlin was appointed administrator of Saint Joseph 
Church in Wilkes-Barre on Feb. 4, 2004, and on July 6, 2004, he assumed new duties as rector of Villa 
Saint Joseph, the home for retired priests of the Diocese in Dunmore. 
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D I O C E S E  O F  S C R A N T O N  
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