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Nearly 600 young adults are being honored 
for service in parishes and schools 

 

 

 

Over the course of the next two weeks, nearly 600 young adults from 
parishes and schools across the Diocese of Scranton are being recognized 
with the 2023 Bishop’s Youth Award. 
 

Nominated by their pastors, parish life coordinators, youth ministers, 
directors of religious education or school principals, the award honors 
those students in 8th and 12th grade who show exemplary practice of faith 
and/or commitment to service. 
 

“These young people have been of service to their parish and school 
communities in a multitude of ways and are worthy of this recognition,” 



Marianne Guarnieri, Director of Discipleship in the Diocesan Office for 
Parish Life, said. 
 

The Bishop’s Youth Awards have been handed out annually since 1996. 
 

Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Bambera's Reflection for the Third 
Week of Lent 

 

 

During Lent, Bishop Bambera is releasing weekly video reflections on 
Diocesan social media channels as well as Catholic Television.  
 

This year on the Third Sunday of Lent, we hear the gospel of the 
Samaritan woman at the well, one of the gospels for the Scrutinies, which 
are special rites for those catechumens, now called “the elect,” who are 
preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation at Easter. These rites are 
meant to uncover and heal any weakness or sinfulness that may be 
keeping the elect from fully embracing God’s grace. 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDPWeOCFMlXjKhB0V7FLZLTYXOVlGQxre4IfWb2sBBkDT8_GmUcu35MP0PrUWRxIIFmMBk2Kfz5S_C1hFAYQZE5OyFqdci-XltRX5Opnl65xa6KmhSQ-Pp-EkzBjjQK0tdRTn9iy6ZeUNmTMQHZcRtouQIJGYeDI3-lFSKfPxXPTNFpbuiYA5hdghSsHNv-YFIXupHBtB0pTG72x4F1mhSNamDO0fv6UfWjC1ztHaKKre5oCPHBg9M0JeAeg6mHyCHvARghZ5Rc9nDUy4lQbblBg=&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDPWeOCFMlXjKx_yjU3yiBhexHeu6NKv-9NvMO4WjvL5XQ4dIGnuXC1VWoJL1EheVpVQkyKyhkMbd2EMuhFnRskKZqtQCKr0tCA==&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==


To hear Bishop Bambera's full video reflection, click the box above. 
 

 

 

 

Towanda, Scranton and Wilkes-Barre 
parishes to host upcoming  

Lenten Holy Hours 
 

 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Montoursville was filled with faithful 
Wednesday night as the third Lenten Holy Hour was held across the 
deaneries of the Diocese of Scranton. 
 



In conjunction with the National Eucharistic Revival, Bishop Bambera is 
traveling to parishes in all 12 deaneries to help foster a deep devotion and 
love for the Holy Eucharist. 
 

The next week will feature three month opportunities to go deeper in your 
prayer life this Lent. Tonight, Thursday, March 9, Saints Peter and Paul 
Parish in Towanda will be hosting its Holy Hour for the Sayre Deanery at 7 
p.m.  
 

Mark your calendars for Monday, March 13 at St. Robert Bellarmine 
Parish in Wilkes-Barre and Tuesday, March 14 at Mary, Mother of God 
Parish in Scranton for the next opportunities. Both of those Holy Hours 
will also take place at 7 p.m. 

 

Click Here for all of the Dates and Locations of the Lenten Holy Hours 
with Bishop Bambera  

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Television is providing video 
features from each Lenten Holy Hour 

 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

Montoursville 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDOSkNITpGlY7VOkyULucZYuBqs_yDxa2hDfSU8WJ0IgFPvvg436G9f-1k-r964A23leYzGWZt7zfhjAbutiQ8RqS93dcNHOnirkS48O9jNi71NshK_26Iz0Ye0oNKZpVsNe8mc8_Pmnj7Bwqbt07DN5WxcWXmlXDi_yFhUrfvxiDXFPr5cxgYOj5xYP0jtsPMvIWkMDCEiImrGRdXoyYW4QCw4p1opYTMWFhHMbirtA9lO_Aeq491t4itBjC8DhCUBp7KPVCF6oCKs5HNLDtRBszaypJRh0rJg==&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDOSkNITpGlY7VOkyULucZYuBqs_yDxa2hDfSU8WJ0IgFPvvg436G9f-1k-r964A23leYzGWZt7zfhjAbutiQ8RqS93dcNHOnirkS48O9jNi71NshK_26Iz0Ye0oNKZpVsNe8mc8_Pmnj7Bwqbt07DN5WxcWXmlXDi_yFhUrfvxiDXFPr5cxgYOj5xYP0jtsPMvIWkMDCEiImrGRdXoyYW4QCw4p1opYTMWFhHMbirtA9lO_Aeq491t4itBjC8DhCUBp7KPVCF6oCKs5HNLDtRBszaypJRh0rJg==&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDPWeOCFMlXjKUG4ND_iggC2dLtgq5CXBzSu3lm64W8Qak9IwrgwfHmJ7dlk6Nnmz8fDyCe25VhBvqtSf92k569S9qp2cYuL6vg==&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==


Wednesday, March 8, 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

Cathedral of Saint Peter to host Saint Patrick's 
Parade Day Mass on Saturday 

 

 

 

The annual Saint Patrick’s Parade Day Mass will be celebrated at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, March 11, at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. All are 
welcome to attend. 
 

The liturgy is traditionally held in conjunction with the city of Scranton’s 
annual Saint Patrick’s Day Parade. Following the Mass, the Saint Patrick’s 
Parade is expected to take to the streets of the Electric City beginning at 
11:45 a.m. 
 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will serve as 
principal celebrant and homilist for the Mass. The Mass will be 



concelebrated by Rev. Jeffrey D. Tudgay, V.E., Episcopal Vicar for 
Canonical Affairs and Pastor of the Cathedral of Saint Peter; Rev. Daniel 
R. Sweeney, S.J.; and priests of the Diocese of Scranton. 

 

Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Pep Rally held at Our Lady of Peace School to 
send Lady Falcons to State CYO Tournament 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic School in Clarks Green held a school-wide pep 
rally/send off for their Lady Falcons girls basketball team Thursday 
morning as they departed for Altoona to participate in the State Catholic 
Youth Organization (CYO) Tournament. 
 

The team's first game is scheduled for Friday night at 7 p.m. 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDPWeOCFMlXjKCLleUpuzs95zQp3D_DCRJyGC--iFJ4m8QxQl4D-D7k2KcXDfr_na66hOzZEAP7gfpiYCoWy4fxg5Yvqwt-6KZQ8qJAf056ydP7jTvU8UKOHDBh8OPrur0ADaT2KkeVRev5-1_RssbweWUa96xdsHUXYnRt0pfwi4S94lr62Xeha4uDTMhIhcl-42NXIV6vVwcNsZdSdvcBEJ1UR9GPSqd_TciVI7gfR2KWlCrJ-R6-qPBmEFEPRmXTyhY7emjWy0&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==


The send off began with a blessing by Monsignor Joseph Quinn, featured a 
bagpipe escort back to the school and then a police escort from the school 
to the highway.  
 

We wish the best of luck to the Lady Falcons this weekend! 
 

Click Here to Watch a Video of the Pep Rally on Thursday morning  
 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis to open Lenten prayer, penance 
service at Rome parish 

 

 

 

Pope Francis will open a Lenten prayer and penance initiative at a Rome 
parish March 17 rather than in St. Peter’s Basilica as in past years. 
 

The initiative, “24 Hours for the Lord,” was begun by the pope in 2014, 
and invites Catholic parishes worldwide to remain open for adoration and 
confession for 24 hours from the Friday evening to the Saturday evening 
before Laetare Sunday, the fourth Sunday of Lent. This year, the vigil is 
scheduled to take place March 17-18.  
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDPWeOCFMlXjKIRjoOiDWXXvaoyxT-zOzsHLBJkY-IxNPBqW0AF7_N0iMhjEHveX7U_-dVukAE_GhnVjlf391j6xL8ELIa7Y7y7fSBFYh03GkafVMCBsw54AsaLkwqvso4VJtHYtDT0ye7-c1CBoCXhwP7Pu0Vf8N5Q==&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==


The Vatican announced March 7 that the pope will open the celebration at 
a parish near the Vatican “to further portray (its) presence in parish 
communities.” Typically, he hears confessions during the service. 

 

Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

 

Trusted relationships with priests key to 
fostering vocations, study says 

 

 

 

A new study cites trusted relationships with parish priests as a deciding 
factor in cultivating vocations and reducing the priest-to-parishioner ratio 
as essential for making such encounters possible. 
 

The 2023 “State of Priestly Vocations in the United States” by Texas-based 
Vocation Ministry concludes that “the overall role of priests in fostering 
vocations is significant,” with “around 70% of those ordained” reporting 
that they were invited by a priest to consider the calling. 
 

“We know the priest is the number one factor for a young man saying ‘yes’ 
to the priesthood,” Vocation Ministry founder Rhonda Gruenewald told 
OSV News. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDPWeOCFMlXjKWvHIR5fnM7S8-O6TE3tarehBhoEZfRJxU-LAaZV38yxA-n9vgZtYI0mcVMATi3zj1dBdmdVDM--Xv7MhuCcY4nTmOSwnX8gIFZwieNgIuTla8iEOVbl1Z7YX-fA5MK4m0ZpcygLGP3EP4-dnypA57h7SQgy6ccRHthkI9NmNT1vod5IwDoS9qnRjHoeQbLZtKetO6DgTBQ7JVVxjjZDAhasAGvWafNTKrf4AYHciJs8=&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==


 

But as ordination numbers decline while many parishes close or merge, 
priests are becoming responsible for a greater number of parishioners, 
Gruenewald said. With increased administrative and pastoral 
responsibilities, clergy often have little time and energy to mentor teens 
and young men who might be interested in religious life. 

 

Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

 

 

 

Women religious celebrated during 
Catholic Sisters Week! 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDPWeOCFMlXjK9H5ZZS5LioWY3PfUSxUBdGuFxA4BzdVhBSFI3owtlU61WHtiGhOa4bIQdBdQ8N0SOiDv8i7o2ziTB1Lf0iL-qsTnA_j5BZ3ka5yHdwwktwajDNMe-1Rc2nDcZ9kpSEuaQkUlXLanYHm04YcbKozJUmCNuYf36yGeHaba0M3luYC_ACD85-ka1rYQi876IhwQMt_f-gvmLKfvMnWWpB_50xRa5_JozoTm_u9mTUdDpO1dTyXoyx2k3IPJLDrxfNcP&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==


 

 

Fifty-two weeks a year women religious stand with the poor and 
immigrants, teach children, fight injustice, heal the sick, share spirituality, 
empower women, defend the planet, promote peace, create community, 
offer hope. 
 

But for one week, March 8-14, we shine the spotlight on women religious 
and encourage a wide range of campaigns and events that invite all who 
follow Jesus to: 

 expand and support their gospel witness 
 grow the service networks they have seeded 
 share their spirituality, charisms, and community 
 encourage young women to consider a vocation to religious life 
 support their pastoral, teaching and prophetic works 



 and focus on the new world they call into being. 
 

Please join us in thanking and celebrating all of the women religious 
throughout the Diocese of Scranton and beyond! 
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http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDHrLTx7BqX2OWx3eIq3kjQThrvAN3kiwQtUy0G58xf8ZWceOVuv7u3UH2wDaYuNnTrjKOYndWJxfdjzFPRHbLprHIvB2m7j6SDzrfqhOrgjieLJMpgqryOI=&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDAa9Rgkew8qCflsenJM7XrfQn29VQgAKIzo6QC9uXybd9jpuLTTM3dNbhzjlsll0wBMrqzUooQ48XCkj1YEhxS3sbvJYqRWqob4QneHDWHEM&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDLGTEgcNUmS24tsLEwT4qncg2lRpBBz8YVzAoYq4VUX4_LXONA3wWrz4lUWhvCSUQM2sX6arEGRwk8KyfwxTV1dH7NzJJ0s9w-Mm1Y0SRjdrk_GSs_MXkdorSvrgSAmWzw==&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bWBi3IUIap86WDFkLnxlb0GBs4ZKSPiym-zQ3lGOz8pEYbuwIhfxDLGTEgcNUmS2vnx8wtihrC1x1DeB1BKt-vk802pqQ7Q1gt3hIJDHSjMRDKwbwuoaeascGqZZH1W1LL7c6NCc429JKx8KoUTBwLrosFxYHAyy&c=amAZh9vei2CDASdhUySoFV9d6fnWwP7kQom7uR0n-bkzk7Q81efRuQ==&ch=oxh_2WuDTcMK9i9yy3-yHW9ZMNk_YGiG_MPxP650aGmygc5jdb-avQ==

