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U.S. Catholics urged to aid, pray for quake 
victims in Turkey and Syria as death toll 

nears 20,000 
 

 

 

Reacting to “heartbreaking scenes” of death and destruction in Turkey and 
Syria, the chairman of the U.S. bishops’ international policy committee 
urged U.S. Catholics and all people of goodwill to pray for the victims of 
the 7.8 magnitude earthquake that rocked the two countries Feb. 6 and to 
give generously to those in need. 
 



By Feb. 9 in Turkey and Syria, the death toll had risen to almost 20,000 
combine and close to 53,000 others were injured. 
 

“I join with our Holy Father Pope Francis in praying for the souls of the 
departed as we mourn the loss of so many lives,” Bishop David J. Malloy 
of Rockford, Illinois, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee on International Justice and Peace, said in a Feb. 8 statement. 
 

“We pray for those injured and the many others suffering, and we also 
pray for the safety and protection of emergency personnel working to save 
lives and tending to those in need in the wake of this disaster,” he said. 

 

Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

Catholic Aid Agencies Have Launched Emergency Collections for 
Quake Victims  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community members 
restore vandalized 

statue 
 

Just days after someone 
vandalized the statue of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus near 
Interstate 81 in Dunmore, the 
graffiti has been washed away. 
 
Pat McMullen of Electric City 
Power Washing spent several 
hours cleaning up the damage on 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023. 
 
The statue is located on land 
owned by the Sisters, Servants of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  
 

Anyone who information on the 
vandalism is encouraged to call 
the Dunmore Police Department 
at (570) 343-0851. 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6CWVWgy3zkGoikgGyLOy9BBXdgimSLswfGdT9r5698SnHZfJmAlDL5rm6kRCGCzCTBnJDwefvca3PqvQilV_p5ZSkBXpFanSRKjtFh3eDxllst0ncv1PhzY9GU0JpF8yJeAN4TNTFmcdG1m8C7yUJf9qxmV_V628vhxG_1YSjp7PR7Sn8QRRwBXdq3ZUGJ9CulV7q7sHhRT-78sbZ3RH1Aa1Tp2WiKp9YtC8wvCDaqtI-j7YrXdEg3OQHfc6veXwtg==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6CWVWgy3zkGo4cjQu2GyQ7wFyGIK-G797sX7HIBs_xp4yoMIRF7EK3exxiHYGA1JA9UjGAs_h6YmmAiWOLvwQhEDB67vc6Klu7Dvm031BrifeO6bfBITkAiN4TVPG84_yqydwv3V9iPqxWu5qjnlg0FdpQj8vuh-cUHmspiaKLAOtw_eh8EweHtkkpx50Sc2Fg==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6CWVWgy3zkGo4cjQu2GyQ7wFyGIK-G797sX7HIBs_xp4yoMIRF7EK3exxiHYGA1JA9UjGAs_h6YmmAiWOLvwQhEDB67vc6Klu7Dvm031BrifeO6bfBITkAiN4TVPG84_yqydwv3V9iPqxWu5qjnlg0FdpQj8vuh-cUHmspiaKLAOtw_eh8EweHtkkpx50Sc2Fg==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==


 

 

(Photos courtesy: Dunmore Police) 
 

 

 

 

 

National Marriage Week is underway! 
 



 

The observances of National Marriage Week began on Feb. 7 and run 
through Feb. 14 with World Marriage Day falling in between on Sunday, 
Feb. 12. This time is an important opportunity to focus on building a 
culture of life and love that begins with supporting and promoting 
marriage and the family. 
 

This year’s theme, “Marriage…one flesh, given and received” highlights 
the one-flesh union of husband and wife that is willed by God. 
 

It also indicates the personal self-gift of each spouse, one to the other. 
These concepts point to Christ who gives Himself under the appearance of 
bread and wine—as real flesh and blood. 

 



Click Here for a Prayer for Married Couples  
 

 

Click Here for More Information and Resources to Celebrate National 
Marriage Week  

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Bambera to celebrate Mass for 
World Day of the Sick on Feb. 10 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6CWVWgy3zkGo98FiliTwWV2P9kFSx8mgzfdsLqqwtyaDHvECjhjApET7pv-qy5lpgk7GyMI-nNWklVPxCiN5BBcMnxMVIzeSjlCBk6xkRs5lwI02QZQGPFNLDGbJIfZFAjy0cyZD88OwY8yer50c2F-fbnCzUE6VnpVKwOMPay7N0I4BfGc24swg-g-Tig78gY4uKWnshHBs1sZp3KL2izfc-UjyMe6qLYkFCvALC3zFZZwVx5lvFUchfIgSLqbaCQ==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6CWVWgy3zkGozhuIgHIpT-7zgg6w2gDyLWx8_aGGPQ3HFQ4mDSGm3Z8COTguS2uBewIOIGkQPJqfppoh4UGPpt9Kz0EyWoscIJcJyxncBRvqJd_yrL-TNb6m8FT8pjl-d1AA-M0bX3C9GZXCxXDSysYJbcNLR-0gP19ehUspxRaEw_eld7AqVTlpJIjsyN8yviGFnulCCHgv&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6CWVWgy3zkGozhuIgHIpT-7zgg6w2gDyLWx8_aGGPQ3HFQ4mDSGm3Z8COTguS2uBewIOIGkQPJqfppoh4UGPpt9Kz0EyWoscIJcJyxncBRvqJd_yrL-TNb6m8FT8pjl-d1AA-M0bX3C9GZXCxXDSysYJbcNLR-0gP19ehUspxRaEw_eld7AqVTlpJIjsyN8yviGFnulCCHgv&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==


 

 

Please join Bishop Bambera tomorrow, Friday, Feb. 10, at 12:10 p.m. for 
the Diocese of Scranton's World Day of the Sick Mass at the Cathedral of 
Saint Peter in Scranton.  
 



The Mass will feature the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. Those 
that can benefit from this Sacrament include: 
 

 Someone whose health is seriously impaired by sickness. 
 Those who are chronically ill or have a serious health condition. 
 Someone who will be undergoing surgery. 
 The elderly who have become weakened. 
 Seriously ill children. 
 Those who have any emotional, mental or physical illness.  

 

For those unable to attend in person, the Mass will also be broadcast live 
on CTV: Catholic Television of the Diocese of Scranton. 

 

Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Mass for Persons with Disabilities to be held 
Feb. 12 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6HvFKkcqAb7GVlOOJ1HUMSSyI-Kolu5zFftHpccW0HpkP9i4x3LAN3CRxGBrG2-sd4Y1qNSvLX567Epv-lgzgUi0GMBWD2Xt2U9MQi2SBg0WSIPFjd3oSWLnpngPj7flXFjukuuLcQ43Pg3PQhz1cTfNNbQGr3Nq7GZ9KnYZI9tL3ikZ-8LhhalvY9bvetB7IwFpWas1y4nlzhFiJb2RGTSu0VajNLWdEZx8dHxI0J4Yx4SS4UUH_upiCuyyLHHwWA==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==


 

 

All people, including those with special abilities, have gifts to contribute to 
the life of the Church. The Diocese of Scranton embraces and welcomes 
the talents of all individuals in building up the Kingdom of God. 
 



The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will serve as 
principal celebrant for the Diocese of Scranton’s Mass for Persons with 
Disabilities on Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023, at 10 a.m. at the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter in Scranton. 
 

The Mass is open to everyone. It will be broadcast live on CTV: Catholic 
Television of the Diocese of Scranton. The Mass will also be livestream on 
the Diocese of Scranton website, YouTube channel and links will be 
provided on all Diocesan social media platforms. 

 

Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

With less than two weeks to go, Rectory, Set, 
Cook! fundraiser nears $135,000 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6EwMSrFHycJmWP9eLLBcrSul48VTbQGiVP3EFf0lVfERRe0_ClUnxEak3rxOAA-phUATxJg48p9-C8bpPz3bvNV1sp-fLlXSf-YQetBPiaAS12btgo-81HNUkBUxzq3OBfl4gywY9mjGmd6laJGMqLhuduA9dM_Qxi28p-3FKZMjVHQzCeHqEHXPsYMrI8CBfsu8yEfKVFRlcCZFCVrUzXvVF0X21RHygz6Y4bgHUG7K&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==


While there is a lot of emphasis on the Eagles and Chiefs this weekend, 
there is another competition worth paying attention to - Rectory, Set, 
Cook! 
 

With more than 1,650 donors and nearly $135,000 raised to date, the 
culinary competition featuring pastor chefs from around the Diocese of 
Scranton is raising money for anti-hunger programs and parishes. 
 

More than two dozen priests filmed themselves cooking in their rectories 
for this virtual fundraiser which was established to support anti-hunger 
programs of Catholic Social Services. 
 

People can vote for their favorite recipe (or video) by making a $10 
donation on a secure website. The pastor with the most votes will be 
named this year's "top pastor chef" when the competition closes on Feb. 21 
(Fat Tuesday). 
 

There are now less than TWO WEEKS to support this effort. Half of all 
of the voting dollars will benefit Catholic Social Services and the other half 
will stay with the parish of the participating pastor.  

 

View All of this year's Rectory, Set, Cook! videos and Vote For Your 
Favorite  

 

 

 

 

 

Ahead of the Super Bowl, Catholics looks to 
tackle human trafficking 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6HvFKkcqAb7GcKUU9ySUYvnErIe5YKeiuqxJW7jWSokYJM1CkwLWA4-auTXa8yjelqJgEVE7tNMZtEU_4C9O_qT2a4PatNEdW2M715oU27w6jfcKWH1HKOvdmNYejmivuMp6J45m7tu5uEO28lrO3aGRj9wLVJGrGTOtyjCpbY-FaUA11ZQeMPgJBSmeoag9kg==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6HvFKkcqAb7GcKUU9ySUYvnErIe5YKeiuqxJW7jWSokYJM1CkwLWA4-auTXa8yjelqJgEVE7tNMZtEU_4C9O_qT2a4PatNEdW2M715oU27w6jfcKWH1HKOvdmNYejmivuMp6J45m7tu5uEO28lrO3aGRj9wLVJGrGTOtyjCpbY-FaUA11ZQeMPgJBSmeoag9kg==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==


 

 

Theresa Flores plans to attend her 11th Super Bowl this year, but not 
necessarily because she is a football fan.  
 

Instead, the 57-year-old author, speaker and social worker will be in 
Glendale, Arizona, with volunteers from the SOAP (Save Our Adolescents 
from Prostitution) Project, which Flores founded to prevent human 
trafficking. 
 

“A lot of kids are being trafficked during sporting events,” said Flores, who 
along with her team holds outreaches during large entertainment 
gatherings nationwide, training participants to recognize the signs of 
trafficking while distributing materials – including millions of bars of soap 
– labeled with the U.S. National Human Trafficking Hotline number: 888-
373-7888. 
 

Experts differ over the Super Bowl’s impact on human trafficking, but 
overall data shows that the problem has risen sharply across the globe.  
 

Some 50 million individuals worldwide were ensnared in modern slavery 
during 2021, according to the United Nations International Labor 
Organization Sept. 2022 report. Forced labor (including sex and labor 
trafficking) and forced marriage are the two most common types. 

 

Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6CWVWgy3zkGowws_rn7uZwXknxEOtPGTQwEeKElGNdvh6UnqOOg3pRXIg6CCkxDdiNGfGVNvI8QaLmpTbxnFwvvC9ztCs9W_vl2-gZJ_OSqApY5Z92yR5pMPxUkmYxIWaijdtE-2JADwR__kTROYPf3FcfS64YpbuLKsnEPfC93tBpSsuTfNXnl_pU3fP39pqTwFNCPuSlIPD0tMgbJTjn3rGaG1LtIZYms-yfnJAbTU4l2SBc2llW8NWSaEjzZ2LQ==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==


Catholic Television to present 30-minute 
special on "Catholic Schools Week" 

 

 

 

Catholic Television of the Diocese of Scranton invites you to watch a 
special edition of "Our Faith...Our Diocese" this month focusing on 
Catholic education and Catholic Schools Week 2023. 
 

The show will focus on the recent celebrations in several Diocesan 
Catholic schools and explore why parents, teachers, administrators and 
students are so proud of our Catholic schools in the Diocese of Scranton. 
 

As you'll see, Catholic schools take great pride in the common mission 
they share, providing their students with a quality education rooted in 
faith. 
 

You can watch the CTV special at the following times: 

Friday 2-10-23 10:30am 

Monday 2-13-23 11:00am 

Wednesday 2-15-23 9:30pm 

Thursday 2-16-23 1:30pm 

Monday 2-20-23 11:00am 



Tuesday 2-21-23 8:00pm 
 

Click Here For More Information on Catholic Schools in the Diocese of 
Scranton  

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Catholic education is as easy as 
ordering fries! 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6P1ZJxNz49OjU6Da93efH3ruE2VpCgxya-crHXDxkH9bFzxkCYcwW_jgMn4FswYm3i1mN3oy3Gt40y_GI--N8exV57k93JsZNr4eCvTUs_-E1A8fLXXwj3x2cbf3xFkXiAkl1p0xiqvoZi80kH6F0mvY3rXhxLXJswDsiJ6go1XSuGIqCMUolNyqSLve2LdBTg==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6P1ZJxNz49OjU6Da93efH3ruE2VpCgxya-crHXDxkH9bFzxkCYcwW_jgMn4FswYm3i1mN3oy3Gt40y_GI--N8exV57k93JsZNr4eCvTUs_-E1A8fLXXwj3x2cbf3xFkXiAkl1p0xiqvoZi80kH6F0mvY3rXhxLXJswDsiJ6go1XSuGIqCMUolNyqSLve2LdBTg==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==


 

 

Supporting Catholic education has never been easier! 
 

Through an annual partnership with the Mueller Family McDonalds, the 
Diocese of Scranton Catholic School System benefits from the sale of every 
large fry purchased at participating McDonald's locations.  



 

A portion of each sale benefits the Diocese of Scranton Catholic Schools 
Scholarship Fund which helps our students and their families continue to 
experience the academically excellent and faith-filled communities found 
in our four high schools and 15 elementary schools. 
 

The best part - it doesn't matter if the large fry is purchased singularly or 
as part of an extra value meal. 
 

The promotion is available at the following locations: 
 



 

 

  

Follow Us 
 



         
 

Diocese of Scranton 

300 Wyoming Avenue,  
Scranton, PA 18503-1279 

(570) 207-2238 

www.dioceseofscranton.org 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
  

 

 

http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6PEMgNuFU3VgrXjUQTuMy90AIAUye50ArJErLEEXFbIH5xxiGIECM4gHDzky0kgKHKG__wpVW6ZmMDEW9BolJ_A-FQGcVe-MC2W3iI9fkQaZuT86gZVVq6w=&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6EQGLSCSZ4OjQgSZwF3yV7CDlghMBlJRkifhEONv7hgsbAaw4D03_LCGE7SdIk8a9YKn5kDhoOmsTa7Tm3V8Z_IlfZ9XshMJ-1V7ARSU_uwT&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6C6IfAGO_qvdElCauyDQxrnIjyMQetMAvVjjC6_Bm0oHDlEeVHcHyQYrIOzq7998hDmr_SLsz08lJOFgpYEDMd8bMBMeUS2kXUA7r9klJHBMfZs2F5o2GEp6YAMtSteuMg==&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DYI33wPSHnmYJU473C3jJezEE06MP1KQID_AFRVeB-ht-wlMpMsB6C6IfAGO_qvdOZLMJvy15jAxr9kRFWxr2iQ02pGv7eHLKdCN-pX2hp-SaNAQa3DX6xT8RxFk42B_hNYl2Q6oGon8wPcY0peazptXsO8OwpWu&c=Q5imJrjimDAB6VXUCxh1mARvq7sjEK2jUAhtvsla5zH3JsgF4MR3oA==&ch=JfdQfeQbKS4Q1bqPGzOl2ScVFRGi7ilUMQitQ1n9R9uS_2OztwRrVQ==

