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Bishop Bambera's Reflection for the 
Second Week of Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe to be 
celebrated in parishes throughout Diocese 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001teEvVOuTAAssQtWYTmlJIZ9LPsMKqvmp7_Tun9hUYE4tpDWzcPPQn19pnRt7c9oX9D1NVREzguUMktcFkycUKlYyyPmTsFEikjnnA9oYpSP8FnBAgrY-r-gYivp0QwHZDS3jvADTsHVF7Dzk7CEZEQ==&c=h4u1ktoK9Bb-RmBG51gIpVjfZUndWnXJRNkBnFCGASzV3HSIC2tzdQ==&ch=6nP2dxqmsdOpuz1IxES2-0endvhAqag6uytJo13LpS10F0yVXsbE1A==


 

 



Through the intercession of “Virgen de Guadalupe,” plans for the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe are proceeding in many different parishes. 
 

Particularly in the areas of large Latino populations in the Diocese of 
Scranton, the annual observance commemorates the appearance of the 
Virgin Mary to a Mexican Indian peasant — now venerated as Saint Juan 
Diego — in December 1531 in Tepeyac, near present-day Mexico City. 
 

The Blessed Mother’s appearance is believed to have resulted in millions of 
conversions to Catholicism, and her message of hope continues to inspire 
those of Hispanic descent. 
 

In 1946, Pope Pius XII declared Our Lady of Guadalupe as Patroness of the 
Americas. 

For A Full Listing of Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebrations Across the 
Diocese of Scranton  

 

 

 

 

"Embrace your call with deep trust" 

Eight men ordained Permanent Deacons on Nov. 26 
 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001teEvVOuTAAssQtWYTmlJIZ9LPsMKqvmp7_Tun9hUYE4tpDWzcPPQn19pnRt7c9oX5qykbQLMQT7kBt0Ra-EhRhLuNjvpdrMCw_ppmmFVS605JmjDESrv0AclUct1-RpWuGi3y1zI8SB3iqsim7lycGTlj005dD_hULgBU1uv0kl1GzJfOW-5cIhXQkvwcHPcAveVLDw4fAjVgeIWPt0B6nlyb83ywSkeA4GulZVzz6jON8d2TVFqT4MMIm2PNttwChEhFt5jHmM7o8nMZ1aLCCBCTO2BubSQ4f0wHnBbm6DKf1GB5cQ32bJ71Jt_wJIpeCi9q4GbDOM=&c=h4u1ktoK9Bb-RmBG51gIpVjfZUndWnXJRNkBnFCGASzV3HSIC2tzdQ==&ch=6nP2dxqmsdOpuz1IxES2-0endvhAqag6uytJo13LpS10F0yVXsbE1A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001teEvVOuTAAssQtWYTmlJIZ9LPsMKqvmp7_Tun9hUYE4tpDWzcPPQn19pnRt7c9oX5qykbQLMQT7kBt0Ra-EhRhLuNjvpdrMCw_ppmmFVS605JmjDESrv0AclUct1-RpWuGi3y1zI8SB3iqsim7lycGTlj005dD_hULgBU1uv0kl1GzJfOW-5cIhXQkvwcHPcAveVLDw4fAjVgeIWPt0B6nlyb83ywSkeA4GulZVzz6jON8d2TVFqT4MMIm2PNttwChEhFt5jHmM7o8nMZ1aLCCBCTO2BubSQ4f0wHnBbm6DKf1GB5cQ32bJ71Jt_wJIpeCi9q4GbDOM=&c=h4u1ktoK9Bb-RmBG51gIpVjfZUndWnXJRNkBnFCGASzV3HSIC2tzdQ==&ch=6nP2dxqmsdOpuz1IxES2-0endvhAqag6uytJo13LpS10F0yVXsbE1A==


The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, ordained eight 
men as permanent deacons for the Diocese of Scranton on Saturday, Nov. 
26, 2022, at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. 
 

During the Mass of Ordination, Bishop Bambera ordained the following 
men to serve permanently in the Order of Deacon: John F. Bankus, John F. 
Bubb, Martin J. Castaldi, Matthew R. Eisley, Thomas A. Kostic, Steven J. 
Miller, Nicholas M. Rocco, and Frank H. Zeranski. 
 

During his homily, Bishop Bambera spoke about the three-fold ministry to 
which each man has been called: service to the Word of God, service at the 
altar of the Lord and service to the poor. 
 

"My brothers, God has called you to a vital ministry in service of the 
Gospel. Set aside your fears. Embrace your call with deep trust in Jesus’ 
promise to walk with you always. Live the truth of the gospel that is rooted 
in the person of Jesus. Follow always his example of selfless love and 
mercy. And serve God’s people generously as you would serve the Lord 
himself," the bishop said. 

 

View a Photo Album from the Permanent Diaconate Ordination Mass  
 

 

 

 

 

Bishop announces ministry appointments for 
new deacons 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001teEvVOuTAAssQtWYTmlJIZ9LPsMKqvmp7_Tun9hUYE4tpDWzcPPQn19pnRt7c9oXAxvwLRVsMLGuFkEGqGrGOESLm8nYJ9zXPc9rQqCAxBHNJu9gM-mpUHlYe6rkta_kXkJgnJ_TxWnnPPJrpENod9CHwPE9tAmyNr1UIdWKLXU716BsqkhWMnJuovWunmlGHMTeRPQ9JZE_3Mtb_O7PpsyRmV6sD94HI_Hkx6Tc5r6v_vHAG8cwqHo-9LIClScpVcxLt80Tj7hkIveEdROotA==&c=h4u1ktoK9Bb-RmBG51gIpVjfZUndWnXJRNkBnFCGASzV3HSIC2tzdQ==&ch=6nP2dxqmsdOpuz1IxES2-0endvhAqag6uytJo13LpS10F0yVXsbE1A==


 

 

On November 28, 2022, the Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of 
Scranton, announced which parishes the eight new permanent deacons 
will serve the People of God.  

 

Click Here to View the Diaconal Ministry Appointments  
 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Television to broadcast Evening 
Prayer from the Cathedral of Saint Peter on 

Sundays During Advent 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001teEvVOuTAAssQtWYTmlJIZ9LPsMKqvmp7_Tun9hUYE4tpDWzcPPQn3Nt9U52Kzk6H7j51nDrzYNu-JtumR35brEFPrtBhSQ8nLKCu0k9ZewSAO7d3MONdjfA862x59v74L5oOdFFY6HY8kYwnIIC6N1ijci0lW1Gb7vsEONoMHHGLDwDMSPI7gOQ13NjePb7M1xpC1fteBGMJEua5T74cIHKsOwNdAGXiDWWWg8BWqxeLaARs-FU3Q==&c=h4u1ktoK9Bb-RmBG51gIpVjfZUndWnXJRNkBnFCGASzV3HSIC2tzdQ==&ch=6nP2dxqmsdOpuz1IxES2-0endvhAqag6uytJo13LpS10F0yVXsbE1A==


 

 

 

 

 

Peoples Security Bank & Trust contributes 
to Diocesan Scholarship Foundation 

 



 

 

On Nov. 29, 2022, Peoples Security Bank & Trust made a significant 
contribution to the Diocese of Scranton Scholarship Foundation in support 
of need-based tuition assistance for students attending a Diocesan Catholic 
school. The donation is part of the Pennsylvania Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit Program operated by Pennsylvania’s Department of 
Community and Economic Development. 
 

Peoples Security Bank & Trust presented the Diocesan Scholarship 
Foundation with a $25,000 gift through the EITC program. Over the last 
five years, Peoples Security Bank & Trust has generously donated $127,500 
to Catholic education in the Diocese of Scranton. 
 

“We appreciate the continued generous support of Peoples Security Bank & 
Trust. This commitment has a significant impact in the lives of our 
Catholic school families,” Jim Bebla, Diocesan Secretary for Development, 
said at the check presentation. 

 

View This Story on the Diocese of Scranton Website  
 

 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001teEvVOuTAAssQtWYTmlJIZ9LPsMKqvmp7_Tun9hUYE4tpDWzcPPQn19pnRt7c9oXy0L3I5hSerKSW7swoDe9ZIgZCT7ppHEG9w_7AFrf060gpl4x2rtdmw8a8yymfZRg16xEIuo1_Ir-hTeuGDBa-pPJE6xIMlQYuFtG9b79g_t20guJVGQwSt3Xvv8NPszFAZnzwAs1QpPUouMyfh-Dd1bnQlI2tZwuPaMeeod7YhbpeRcpa5qBmRavAgt5lc2-ow30QZ1ibes=&c=h4u1ktoK9Bb-RmBG51gIpVjfZUndWnXJRNkBnFCGASzV3HSIC2tzdQ==&ch=6nP2dxqmsdOpuz1IxES2-0endvhAqag6uytJo13LpS10F0yVXsbE1A==


Even a two-minute examination of conscience 
is helpful, Pope Francis says 

 

 

 

A daily examination of conscience is an important tool for recognizing 
where God is at work in one’s life and where “the evil spirit” tries to lead 
one astray, Pope Francis said. 
 

“Learn to read in the book of our hearts what has happened during the day. 
Do it. Just two minutes, but it will do you good, I promise,” the pope told 
visitors at his weekly general audience Nov. 30. 
 

After his talk, Pope Francis and the crowd were treated to a performance 
by the Black Blues Brothers, a group of five acrobats from Kenya. Wearing 
dark suits and ties, they did handsprings, created human pyramids and did 
tumbling and dance tricks while jumping rope to songs from the 1980 film 
“The Blues Brothers.” 
 

Continuing his series of audience talks about discernment, the pope spoke 
again about “spiritual consolation” and about using a daily examination of 
conscience to distinguish between what just feels good and “genuine 
consolation,” which, he said, “is a sort of confirmation that we are doing 
what God wants of us, that we are walking on his paths, that is, on the 
paths of life, joy and peace.” 

 



Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Bambera signs USCCB committee 
statement decrying rising Antisemitism in U.S. 

 

 

 

Saying they are outraged by growing “antisemitic rhetoric” across the 
country, members of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs urged Christians to decry hate-filled statements and 
violence aimed at Jewish individuals, homes and institutions. 
 

Committee members also denounced “any rhetoric which seeks to 
demonize or dehumanize the Jewish people or Judaism as a religious 
tradition,” in a statement released Nov. 28 by the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. 
 

“In unequivocal terms, we condemn any and all violence directed at the 
Jewish people, whether motivated by religious, racial, or political 
grievances,” said the committee, chaired by Bishop David P. Talley of 
Memphis, Tennessee, and has eight other members. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001teEvVOuTAAssQtWYTmlJIZ9LPsMKqvmp7_Tun9hUYE4tpDWzcPPQn19pnRt7c9oXkP20JaSSIYEEyKc_ENcpJeseXvLGKIuTdMioiE9xXKLkFYez5SeqlgZB8nHLS96wNwycx4lwNDS7BaIhjfA4sqSMaQWQQAbV3NLoIQzQBztdfcEZqM4WLh9fZmB8XFKqdOlYJfHHQRaBOiHBc_4FMHBX48luxnc4BZW1cd3EJPm1jtNfBvaaCl4xNDgdC10WliBHtN7nPVkLPiy88t3XUI_X_lJdgH-u7ckOMJX6cvW4JFTQu6vfWw==&c=h4u1ktoK9Bb-RmBG51gIpVjfZUndWnXJRNkBnFCGASzV3HSIC2tzdQ==&ch=6nP2dxqmsdOpuz1IxES2-0endvhAqag6uytJo13LpS10F0yVXsbE1A==


 

“The rising trend of antisemitic incidents has become even more painful in 
light of the church’s relationship to the Jewish tradition and our 
connections to the Jewish people in dialogue and friendship,” the 
committee said. 

 

Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

 

Vatican announces Pope Francis' end-of-year 
liturgy schedule 

 

 

 

With most of the restrictions of the COVID-19 pandemic removed, Pope 
Francis is scheduled to return to a full slate of public liturgies in December 
and January. 
 

Pope Francis is scheduled to resume joining the public to pay homage to 
Mary under the title of the Immaculate Conception on her feast, Dec. 8. At 
4 p.m. he will join the traditional gathering at the Spanish Steps in the 
center of Rome. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001teEvVOuTAAssQtWYTmlJIZ9LPsMKqvmp7_Tun9hUYE4tpDWzcPPQn19pnRt7c9oXr2sfGJNuC3k66wC50l2IKp0Qm8OgUFoxPH8aj2Ev9mJIuKoBkcPX05yhloGQCoMOxlYtjVMhK72NR1-EQAA-_FdS0PvgIudRen4KZc4pC18oytIY43eLupGeI9pUmRcJbt49kF1exbJfmEuNF0nqFmoSv0qbACU0rckw-LbX9jtAjnQcGIIkZA1cuqWY2sS52lQ9hbTSDkf3Zhcs4-v0ro_LOtFGF-Kx&c=h4u1ktoK9Bb-RmBG51gIpVjfZUndWnXJRNkBnFCGASzV3HSIC2tzdQ==&ch=6nP2dxqmsdOpuz1IxES2-0endvhAqag6uytJo13LpS10F0yVXsbE1A==


 

Even though the public event was canceled in 2020 and 2021 because of 
the pandemic, the pope still went to the statue of the Immaculate 
Conception during the early morning to lay a basket of flowers there. 
 

The pope also recites the Angelus prayer at noon Dec. 8 with visitors 
gathered in St. Peter’s Square. 

View the Papal Schedule for Christmas and Into January  
 

 

 

 

 

Join us for Eucharistic Adoration this evening 
in Laflin! 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001teEvVOuTAAssQtWYTmlJIZ9LPsMKqvmp7_Tun9hUYE4tpDWzcPPQn19pnRt7c9oX5C1dEkk91xIAg31Cfu7To0gxzJboaiUGAs24ueoVjI7RfW8zVWLV9AV5OA8sKQSMn4m3PwSed85HF9Bmbc-jRpT-Ac26WVsgzt-pWrW8e5WJHfqhNHJamkttAuIUdB-vPdYZuHAy3txJDzCsB5yBzhtpb68gr58zVi-MdPPHld8HEPCjYEb3pxJ-jlDSY6dLInIBg_5YJN2c95gCzVc0oje8_GwzkXYEHNxiVkc5oSg=&c=h4u1ktoK9Bb-RmBG51gIpVjfZUndWnXJRNkBnFCGASzV3HSIC2tzdQ==&ch=6nP2dxqmsdOpuz1IxES2-0endvhAqag6uytJo13LpS10F0yVXsbE1A==
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