
 

 

 
Presbyteral Council Meeting Notes, Diocese of Scranton  

September 13, 2022 
 

 

Call to Order.  Msgr. Van Loon called the meeting to order at 3:01 pm.  

Roll Call.   

      Present:         Bishop Bambera, Monsignor Van Loon; Frs. Albert, Bechtel, Beck, Bryant, 

Czachor, DeCelles, Edwards, Fox, Jeffrey, Kuhar, Kutch, McDougall, Miller, 

Pisaneschi, Polednak, Polmounter,, Ricciardi, Shantillo, Tudgay, and 

Wasnock.   
 

      Excused:         Frs. Doris, Evanko, Glenn, McCreary, & Quinnan, Msgr. Quinn 

      Absent:  

 
Call to Prayer.  Prayer Intentions for the priests who have are sick and the people that we 

serve. Also prayers for Bishop Timlin. Daytime Prayer was prayed.   
 
Minutes.        The minutes from the June 21, 2022 meeting were approved. 

 

I. Welcome New Members:  Fr. Polednak welcomed the new member the the council 

who were elected last spring to begin serving this fall. The new members of council 

are: Western Region, Revs. Kevin Miller & Joseph Kutch; Northern Region, Revs. 

Johnathan Kuhar & Richard Fox; Eastern Region, Revs. Ryan Glenn & Richard 

Polmounter; Southern Region, Revs. Michael Bryant & Mark DeCelles. The retired 

priest is Rev. George Jeffrey. The religious representative is Fr. Russell McDougall, 

CSC and Bishop’s appointments are Revs. David Bechtel, and Joseph Pisaneschi. 

II. Election of Officer, Secretary:  Fr. Polednak oversaw the election of a new secretary 

for the presbyteral council, Frs. Kevin Miller and Mark DeCells were nominated.  Fr. 

Mark DeCells was elected and his term is two years.   

III. Vision 2030:  Bishop Bambera opened the discussion about the process of Vision 2030 

and how it will continue to be used over the next years. This process was begun as 

early as 2018 and 2019 but the pandemic brought it to a halt. This process is aimed to 

be more localized and on an as needed approach instead of a general one size fits all 

approach. It helps to respond to a need in the diocese. We are looking at the main 

priority drivers such as number of clergy, demographic shifts, financial and building 

needs in the parishes. Bishop spoke about the parishes where linkages and 

consolidations took place over the last few months. There will be more coming 

forward in the months and years to come. Open discussion was held. A question was 

raised about demographics and how they are used; some examples were given. The 

point was made when a new linkage is formed and one of the pastors was to stay, is 

that the best option if one was to show undue favoritism to one of the parishes over 



 

 

the other. Financial transparency was brought forward and how the diocese is moving 

forward in a more transparent way and helping the parishes to all do the same thing.  

IV. Synod on Synodality:  Eric Deabill led the discussion. There was a hand out given 

about the overview of what was brought forward from the survey of the people. Six 

themes were highlighted, Authority and decision making in the church, 

communication and evangelization, inclusivity and welcoming, liturgy and 

sacraments, parish life and planning, and youth and young adult engagement. A 

handout will be prepared to help parishes talk about the Synod. 

V. Parish Financial Reports: Fr. Shantillo led the discussion. The synod has helped to 

bring out the need for more financial transparency. Forms will be sent out to the 

parishes and have a 5-year trend on them and be universal for every parish. This will 

help us to look at each parish in view of the whole diocese. This is to be used as a 

point of standard. 

VI. Increased Offertory Program Feedback:  Fr. Shantillo talked about the need to look 

at the ongoing increased offertory as we have seen a steady decline in offertory 

throughout the diocese. Every parish is asked to do this unless a special permission 

has been given by the diocese.  This program is to help with overall stewardship for 

the people to prepare for the future. Our Sunday Visitor will be running the program. 

More information will be available soon.    

VII. Bishop Update: The Bishop thanked Msgr. VanLoon and Fr DeCelles for taking on 

their new rolls as Chairman and Secretary. He also thanked Fr. Wasnock for his two 

years as secretary.   

The meeting was concluded with Evening Prayer at 5:03 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Fr. Seth D. Wasnock, Secretary 


