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CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PETER 
 

SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 

 

DIOCESE OF SCRANTON  

Mass for  
 

Suicide Healing  
& 

Remembrance 



2 

 

M i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  L i t u r g y  
 

PRINCIPAL CELEBRANT 
 

The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L. 
Bishop of Scranton 

 
HOMILIST 

 

Deacon Edward R. Shoener 
Permanent Deacon, Cathedral of Saint Peter 

President, Association of Catholic Mental Health Ministers 

 
CHAPLAINS TO THE BISHOP 

 

Deacon Carl S. Albright 
Permanent Deacon, Ascension Parish, Forest City  

and Saint Katharine Drexel Parish, Pleasant Mount 
 

Deacon J. Patrick McDonald      
Permanent Deacon, Immaculate Conception Parish, Scranton                

 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES 

 

Deacon Matthew Lorent 
Permanent Deacon, Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace Parish, Hawley 

 
READERS 

 

          Theresa Jones          Betsy Lewis 

 
GIFT BEARERS 

 

           Jack and Helene O'Malley                     James and Ann Marie McCrone 

 
LITURGICAL MUSIC 

 

Linda Phillips Orseck 
Organist/Director of Liturgical Music 

 

Dana Boylan 
Cantor 

 

Cathedral of Saint Peter Instrumentalists 

 
LITURGICAL ART AND ENVIRONMENT 

 

William J. Manley 

We gratefully acknowledge the publishers whose music was used in the worship guide  
by virtue of annual license agreements: OneLicense.net #A-701111. 

 

Cover photo: The painting of Pieta in church Chiesa della Santissima Trinita degli Spanoli by Casali 
ID 56827651 © Jozef Sedmak | Dreamstime.com  

 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcatholicmhm.org%2f&c=E,1,dAix-VxqAzIM9RC32-XjIubfSkyEvCqwlBVTGfj8QG7wmgjBcU6_JmwFjNroH6eK-Uh6wPtZQAds6sh7dhbpjIXhXvDts6Wpl9_a3IXWbh3oiA,,&typo=1
https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photo-rome-painting-pieta-church-chiesa-della-santissima-trinita-degli-spanoli-casali-image56827651
https://www.dreamstime.com/sedmak_info
https://www.dreamstime.com/
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The Introductory Rites  
 

ENTRANCE HYMN                              “BE NOT AFRAID” 
                           Dufford 
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SIGN OF THE CROSS AND GREETING 

 
PENITENTIAL ACT    

 
GLORIA                    BELMONT MASS 
              Walker 
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THE COLLECT 

 
 

The Liturgy of  the Word  
 

FIRST READING                                                 AMOS 8:4-7  

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                  PSALM 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8  
              Alstott

  
SECOND READING                                       1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                       ALLELUIA, NO. IV 
             Alstott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING                    LUKE 16:1-13  

 
HOMILY               DEACON EDWARD R. SHOENER 
                 Permanent Deacon, Cathedral of Saint Peter 
                                                                         President, Association of Catholic Mental Health Ministers 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcatholicmhm.org%2f&c=E,1,dAix-VxqAzIM9RC32-XjIubfSkyEvCqwlBVTGfj8QG7wmgjBcU6_JmwFjNroH6eK-Uh6wPtZQAds6sh7dhbpjIXhXvDts6Wpl9_a3IXWbh3oiA,,&typo=1
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I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God,  
Light from Light,  
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;  
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day  
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  is adored and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER AND MEMORIAL             “IN EVERY AGE” 
                           Whitaker 

 

All those present who have lost a loved one through suicide are invited to bring forward a flower             
and place it in the basket before the image of the Pieta in prayerful memory of him or her.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

all bow 
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T h e  L i t u r g y  o f  t h e  E u c h a r i s t  

 
 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS                                                                   “SHELTER ME, O GOD” 
                                               Hurd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                        ACCLAMATIONS FROM HERITAGE MASS 
             Alstott 

 

Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Memorial Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amen 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER AND SIGN OF PEACE 
 
 
THE RITE OF PEACE 
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THE FRACTION RITE                                    LITANY FROM HOLY CROSS MASS 
                  Isele 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION PROCESSION                          “YOU ARE NEAR” 
           Schutte 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 
T h e  C o n c l u d i n g  R i t e s  

 
GREETING AND PONTIFICAL BLESSING 

 
Bishop:   The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 

Bishop:  Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
All:  Now and for ever. 
 

Bishop:  Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 
All:  Who made Heaven and earth. 
 

Bishop:   May almighty God bless you,                      
 the Father,  and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit. 

All:    Amen.  

 
DISMISSAL 

 
SONG OF SENDING FORTH                                    “HOW GREAT THOU ART” 
               Hine 
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Excerpts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church on Suicide: 
  

“We are stewards, not owners, of the life God has entrusted to us. It is not ours to 
dispose of” (§ 2280). 

“Grave psychological disturbances, anguish, or grave fear of hardship, suffering, or 
torture can diminish the responsibility of the one committing suicide” (§ 2282). 

“We should not despair of the eternal salvation of persons who have taken their own 
lives. By ways known to him alone, God can provide the opportunity for salutary 
repentance. The Church prays for persons who have taken their own lives” (§ 2283). 

 

Pope Francis Prayer: 
 

“I would like to remember our brothers and sisters who suffer from mental illness, 
and also victims – often young people – of suicide. Let us pray for them and their 
families, so that they are never left alone, or discriminated against, but instead are 
welcomed and supported.” 

 

—Pope Francis, World Mental Health Day, October 10, 2021 
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Prayer after Suicide 
 

Crucified Savior, 
you know all things, and I do not. 

Help me accept the reality  
that I may never fully understand  
why my loved one died by suicide. 

 

You suffered on the Cross, and cried out, 
“My God, my God why have you abandoned me?” 

My loved one must have experienced  
such intense, persistent psychological pain. 

Remove his/her suffering  
and bring him/her eternal peace. 

 

I know that all things work  
for the good of those who love you, 

and that we are called according to your purpose. 
Help me to remember what my loved one loved 

and to bring that love into the world. 
Help me take his/her suffering 

and transform it into loving service to those who suffer. 
 

Guide me to find ways to honor my loved one’s memory 
and to live gratefully and as he/she would have hoped. 

 

Give me hope and confidence in your loving mercy. 
Help me to survive the trauma of this suicide 

and be healed. 

 
Deacon Ed Shoener 

Diocese of Scranton, Pennsylvania 


