
 

 

Presbyteral Council Meeting Notes, Diocese of Scranton 
April 5, 2022 

 
 

Call to Order:        Msgr. Delaney called the zoom meeting to order at 3:02 pm.  
 
Roll Call: 
   
Present:                 Bishop Bambera, Monsignors Delaney, Bendik, & Van Loon; Frs.  

Albert, Cirba, Doris, Evanko, Edwards, Fox, Hvozdovic, Kaminski, 
Lapera, Michelini, Polednak, Ricciardi, Quinnan, Shantillo, Tudgay, 
and Wasnock.   

 
 
Excused:  Frs. Beck, Burke, Czachor, Langan,  McCreary, McGlone, & 

Polmounter. 
 
Absent:   N/A 
 

 
Call to Prayer:       Prayer Intentions were offered for all priests especially Bishop     

Dougherty and people especially those who are sick in the Diocese 
and for peace in Ukraine.   

 
Minutes: The minutes from the March 8, 2022 meeting were approved.   

 

I. St. Cecelia Church Exeter: 

• Fr. Tudgay presented on the Church of St. Cecelia. In 2017 there was a motion to 
council to reduce it to profane but not sordid use but nothing was followed up on. 
This day in 2022 the same motivations are in place, namely financial challenges for 
the Parish of St. Barbara. The church of St. Anthony church is adequate to meet the 
needs of the parish. There is a desire of the people to worship together. Since 2017 
there are other drivers such as structural issues at St. Cecelia church which add to 
the motivations.  

 

• A vote was taken to reduce the Church of St. Cecelia in Exeter to profane but not 
sordid use. The vote was 19 “Yes” and zero “No” 

 
 

II     Policy on Parents living in a Rectory: 

• Fr. Polednak started by reviewing the policy that was sent out to priest a few weeks 
back. The policy is to help form a balance between the family and the parish. It is 
help with the transparency with the parish to tell the councils. 

 

• Discussion was held over the policy. There were some negative reactions to the 
wording and the policy in itself.   Questions were asked as to how the $700 per 
month “rent” in the parish was calculated.  It was looked at as both room and board 
and examining rent around the area to help cover the added cost in the rectory.  
Bishop talked about the balance that needs to be reached as to where the policy 
has come from and that it can be addressed and revised. Another question raised 
had to do with more than one priest living in the rectory and how that was to be 
handled. Another thought brought forth was that if there was a discussion before 



 

 

the policy came out it might have been received better. The council asked that 
there would be a reworking of the policy. The Bishop agreed and it will be done 
by a subcommittee consisting of Frs. Quinnan and Michelini and would be 
presented to the entire council once reviewed.  

 
 

III    Clergy Salary and Retreat/Education Costs: 

• Msgr. Delaney led the discussion on the current rates of reimbursement. Some 
were worried about the added financial stress on the parish. Others spoke about 
the importance and need to have it as part of the benefit package that we receive 
just like health insurance as example. More conversation is needed on this subject. 
The Vicar General and the Vicar for Clergy will get some number from other 
dioceses about compensations and packages and bring them to the council for 
further review.  

 
IV    Synod on Synodality: 

• Msgr. Delaney led the discussion on how we will use this information that was 
collected from the listening sections and online in the future and how to combine 
it with Vision 2030. The villa priests are doing well with it and have had several 
conversations about it. How much of the church has been heard was asked? There 
is a large amount that have come in from the high schools and from the parishes. 
The diocese is discussing publishing the results in the diocese to help us to review 
in the parishes moving forward. This lead to a comment of the bringing forth once 
again the need for a diocesan pastoral council which will be looked into again. The 
process started but the Pandemic delayed it.  

 
V      Refugees from Ukraine: 

• Fr. Polednak lead the discussion about CSS receiving immigrants and getting 
information as to how it will be supported, but it is complicated and more 
information will be coming out as it comes in.  

 
VI    Bishop Update: 

• Bishop Bambera spoke about Vision 2030 and acknowledged the challenges that 
we will be facing as a diocese and in the parishes.  

 

• Bishop extended Easter blessing to all the priests and all people of the Diocese.  
 
 

The meeting was concluded with evening prayer at 4:33 pm. 
 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Fr. Seth D. Wasnock, Secretary 


