
Presbyteral Council Meeting Notes, Diocese of Scranton 
March 8, 2022 

 
 

Call to Order: Msgr. Delaney called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m.  
 
Roll Call:   
 

Present:  Bishop Bambera, Monsignors Delaney, Bendik, & Van Loon; 
Frs. Albert, Beck, Burke, Evanko, Edwards, Fox, Hvozdovic, 
Kaminski,, Langan, Lapera, McCreary, Michelini, Polednak, 
Quinnan, Ricciardi, and Shantillo.   

 
Excused:  Frs. Czachor, Cirba, Doris, McGlone, Polmounter, Tudgay, 

and Wasnock. 
 
 

Call to Prayer: Prayer Intentions were offered for all priests and people especially 
those who are sick in the Diocese and for the repose of the soul of Fr. 
Leo McKernan.  Special intention was offered for Bishop Jeffrey 
Walsh, newly ordained Bishop of Gaylord, MI. 

 
Minutes:  The minutes from the November 23, 2021 meeting were approved.   

 

I. Synod Update 
• Eric Deabill gave a update on the responses received so far ; many of the 

2,100 responses were online, few were received by phone.  The survey will 
continue and parishes are encouraged to continue small group sessions.  
Mr. Deabill reviewed early data on three questions (3, 4, 6) and 
representative comments.  The Bishop will have a pre-synodal meeting on 
May 1 at the Cathedral. 

• Msgr. Bendik spoke about the meetings of 12 priests at the Villa St. Joseph 
which helped them to feel bound together. 

• Fr. Langan has observed that the people of his parish are very aware of their 
faith as they answer the survey, but are sometimes uncertain about where 
the Pope stands on issues. 

• Fr. Edwards wondered if we are hearing from the unchurched and the 
concerns of young people. 

• Fr. Beck sees older people responding, but not the young people. 
• Msgr. Delaney and Fr. Lapera spoke about a combined session which 

highlighted the need to receive and care for people with specific needs. 
• Fr. Quinnan had a sharing session in his deanery. 

 
 

II. Assessment of Parish Life and Ministry 
• Areas of concern and opportunity include COVID and Vision 2030. 
• Fr. Michelini shared his experience with the Vision 2030 process.   
• Bishop Bambera responded that the process is extremely complicated.  

Blueprints from the deaneries were received and reviewed but then had to 
be put up against the challenges and circumstances of the diocese.  Process 



is messy because we are dealing with individuals and their feelings.  The 
leadership team wants to hear the pastors’ and peoples’ best thinking on a 
situation, but, especially in this early phase of Vision 2030, direction might 
also have to be given.  He referred to the experience of Wilkes-Barre and 
South Scranton.  The consultation is continuing  and the people are engaged. 

• Msgr. Delaney spoke about clergy morale and the need for concerned 
priests to be careful about their sharing with one another. 

 
III. Bishop Update 

• Bishop Bambera addressed two areas in his remarks. 
• We have seen a rapid change in COVID cases and asked for input about 

wearing masks during the processions and communion rite of the Mass.  The 
general response was that the priest needs to be aware of his people and 
particularly those at Mass and wear a mask accordingly. 

• Bishop Bambera then asked what activities are being held in parishes to 
support the people of Ukraine.  People are responding to the collections in 
the churches and are asking about special Masses and prayer opportunities, 
some of which is already happening.  There was a question about taking in 
refuges and Catholic Social Services involvement since Pennsylvania is one 
of the states with a high number of Ukranian immigrants already here.  Fr. 
Quinnan spoke about his parish’s continuing efforts to collect for orphans in 
Ukraine. 

 
 
Closing Prayer:  Evening Prayer was prayed and the meeting adjourned at 4:53 pm. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Fr. John Polednak 
Vicar for Clergy 
From notes taken by  
Fr. Andrew Hvozdovic 


