
Presbyteral Council Meeting Notes, Diocese of Scranton 
November 23, 2021 

 
 

Call to Order: Msgr. Delaney called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.  
 
Roll Call:   
 

Present:  Bishop Bambera, Monsignors Delaney, Bendik, & Van Loon; 
Frs. Albert, Beck, Burke, Cirba, Doris, Evanko, Edwards, Fox, 
Hvozdovic, Kaminski,, McCreary, Michelini, Polednak, 
Polmounter, Quinnan, Shantillo, Tudgay, and Wasnock.   

 
Excused:  Frs. Czachor, Langan, Lapera,  McGlone, & Ricciardi. 
 
 

Call to Prayer: Prayer Intentions were offered for all priests and people especially 
those who are sick in the Diocese.  

 
Minutes:  The minutes from the October 26, 2021 meeting were approved.   

 

I. Holy Family Church, Sugar Notch: 

• Fr. Tudgay with Linda Price and Ann Marie Cawley gave a report on the 
status of the church and the parish. Fr. Dang, the current pastor met with 
members of the combines parish and finance committee and, after meeting, 
it was suggested to move forward with the closure of the Holy Family Church 
in Sugar Notch. A vote was taken on the question “ Should Holy Family 
Church in Sugar Notch be reduced to profane but not sordid use.” There 
were 21 “Yes” votes and Zero “No” votes.  
 

II. November 11 Meeting with Priests : 

• Msgr. Delaney started the conversation about the meeting which was held 
at St. Maria Goretti Parish on November 11, 2021. Msgr. Delaney stressed 
the importance of the openness to the availability of counseling for the 
priests. He also spoke about forming small groups with priests and getting 
more priests involved with them, whether it is in groups of prayer or sharing 
a meal.  

• The synod was also discussed and overall the presentation was very good 
and helpful to the priests as they go forward. There was discussion about 
the importance of the in-person meeting and feedback to the synod 
questions. Several priests shared how they were moving forward in their 
parishes and how they are listening. There has also already been a 
significant response to the online survey. Moving forward it will be 
important to share the results with the people and how we will move as a 
diocese in the future. It was proposed that with the data gathered we could 
hold our own synod in the Diocese of Scranton. 

• The blue print process has been sent back to the deaneries and parishes for 
their review and will be sent back to Episcopal council with any changes for 
ongoing dialogue. The diocese will be using communication to help the 
parishes as we move forward in the plan. While we look at priests and the 



diminishing numbers we also must look at population decrease and 
financial issues along with building maintenance.  

 
III. Eucharistic Revival Program: 

• Bishop Bambera sent to the priests a copy of the document from the USCCB 
on the Eucharist call The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church. It is 
the foundation for the Eucharistic Revival Program moving forward. We 
should move to rekindle devotion to the Eucharistic and continue to teach and 
catechize on it. Beginning Corpus Christi Sunday of 2022 the first phrase will 
begin. It will be focused on a diocesan level then moving to the next year to 
more of a parish level then ending with a Eucharist Congress in Indianapolis. 
More will be coming out in the future on this program.   

 
 
The Zoom meeting was concluded at 3:53 p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Fr. Seth D. Wasnock, Secretary 


