
Presbyteral Council Meeting Notes, Diocese of Scranton 
October 26th 2021 

 
 

Call to Order: Msgr. Delaney called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m.  
 
Roll Call:   
 

Present:  Bishop Bambera, Monsignors Delaney & Bendik; Frs. Albert, 
Cirba, Czachor, Evanko, Edwards, Fox, Hvozdovic, Kaminski, 
Lapera, Michelini, Polednak, Ricciardi, Shantillo, Tudgay, and 
Wasnock.   

 
Excused:  Msgr. Van Loon; Frs. Beck, Burke, Doris, Langan, McCreary, 

McGlone, Polmounter, and Quinnan. 
 
 

Call to Prayer: Prayer Intentions were offered for all priests and people especially 
those who are sick in the Diocese.  

 
Minutes:  The minutes from the September 28, 2021 meeting were approved.   

 

I. Synod Update: 
• A PowerPoint on the Synod on Synodality was given by Jen Housel and her 

team consisting of Ann Marie Cawley, Eric Deabill, and Fr. Jeff Tudgay.  The 
priests were given a packet with some draft examples of what will be 
coming out for our parishes to facilitate conversations and to show what will 
be available on the website.    

• Three key things for this synod are Encounter, Listen, and Discern in how 
we will Journey Together.  There will be a three-pronged approach in the 
Diocese of Scranton: Online Survey/Phone Line, Parish and Community 
Gatherings, and Pre-synodal Meeting convened by Bishop Bambera.  There 
is a timeline in place for March of 2022 to have these things completed and 
sent to the Bishops Conference.  

• The online survey and website will be up and running in the near future. 
This is an opportunity for us to reclaim and listen to where the Second 
Vatican Council is guiding us.  
 

II. Blueprint Update: 
• Fr. Shantillo spoke not just about priest personnel shortage, but also 

parishes with financial issues and lack of vibrancy. The Episcopal Council is 
meeting to go over the deanery blueprint proposals in light of current 
circumstances.  The process will not only be looked at on a deanery level 
but also on a diocesan level as a whole.   

• A discussion took place on how this will continue to affect our diocese and 
how the diocese will continue to respond to the needs of the faithful of the 
Diocese of Scranton.  We need to be as transparent as we can be.  

 
 
 



 
III. Convocation: 

• Msgr. Delaney gave a review of the days we spent together. The presenters 
did a wonderful job bringing the topics to life. They were topics that we 
needed to hear. The priests all agreed it was great to be together after such 
a long period apart due to Covid.  

• Topics proposed for future convocations included:  the general state of the 
diocese and coming together as a diocese; how do we rekindle and retool 
our priests moving forward in the diocese; ways to promote gathering as 
brothers.  

 
IV.  Parish Cemeteries: 

• Fr. Polednak gave an overview of the office of cemeteries. The cemetery 
office can send the fee structure currently in place for the diocesan 
cemeteries to the parishes to be used as a guide in setting their own prices.  
The schedule can be sent out each year as updates and changes are made. 

• The diocesan policies for the cemeteries are also available and moving 
forward these can be sent out as well to the parishes to help create 
guidelines in their cemeteries.    

• It was discussed that this information could be placed on the secure website 
for priests to be continually updated.  

 
V. Remarks by Bishop Bambera: 

• Bishop gave time for the priests to offer thoughts and feelings on the events 
of the past week with one of the priests of Scranton being removed from 
active ministry.  Many priests spoke about how it has effected them and their 
parishes.  It was noted that there is an opportunity to have a priest speak to 
a psychologist if a priest is in need and this can be set up by the diocese.  
All resources are there to help any priest in need. 

 
Closing Prayer:   Evening Prayer was prayed and the meeting was concluded at 4:53 

pm. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Fr. Seth D. Wasnock, Secretary 


