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Praying Praying forfor Peace Peace

SCRANTON – As the situation 
facing our suffering brothers and sisters in 
Ukraine becomes more dire by the hour, 
parishioners across the Diocese of Scranton 
lifted their voices and hearts to God to pray 
for peace this week.

At the request of the Most Reverend 
Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
churches in all 11 counties of the Diocese 
of Scranton held special Holy Hours for 
Peace and other prayer opportunities.

The bishop led a Holy Hour for Peace 
on Tuesday, March 15, at 5 p.m. at the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton.

“No war ever makes sense, no war 
and this war in which we find ourselves – 
not a military action but a war – makes no 
sense. It is borne out of greed, envy and a 
lack of understanding and appreciation and 
respect for the lives that God has given to 
our world,” Bishop Bambera said during 
his homily.

Since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, an 
estimated 3 million refugees have fled the 
country. Billions of dollars in damage has 
been done to infrastructure, which includes 
maternity hospitals, schools, churches and 
apartment buildings. 

Many in Ukraine say the psychological, 
social and economic devastation will take 
decades to heal.

“These past three weeks have 
destroyed families, they have torn apart 
towns and villages and have made no 
distinction between a disregard for an 
infant child in the womb and elderly, aged 
people, who can barely walk who are just 
trying to find some way to safety,” the 
bishop noted.

Diocese unites 
in prayer and 

faith for peace in 
Ukraine 

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, holds a Holy Hour for Peace at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton on 
March 15, 2022. (Photo/Mike Melisky)

Dozens of people attended the 
Cathedral Holy Hour for Peace. Many 
more watched as the service was broadcast 
live on CTV: Catholic Television of the 
Diocese of Scranton.

For those attending in person, the Holy 
Hour was especially meaningful.

“When I watch what is happening in 
Ukraine, it is heartbreaking and I thought 
the very least I could do is to come out 
and share my prayers,” Kathy Bolinski of 
Clarks Summit said. “I think anytime we 
all get together for a singular purpose – 

which is prayer – it is extremely powerful 
and God will certainly be there listening 
to us and hopefully we can see the impact 
of it.”

“Coming together at the Cathedral is 
a great sense of unity that we all share,” 
Sister Mary Alice Jacquinot, I.H.M., 
added.

Chester Klobukowski of Duryea and 
his wife brought more than 200 rosaries 
to the Holy Hour. They gave them to the 
bishop in hopes of getting them to the 
people of Ukraine.

“My wife and I have been making 
rosaries for about 40 years and we send 
them all over to prisons and we wanted 
to send some to Ukraine,” Klobukowski 
explained. “We hope for an end to the war. 
This is unreal.”

Bishop Bambera acknowledged 
receiving the rosaries during his homily 
– emphasizing it is one of many signs of 
“good” and “hope” that has come from all 
the heartbreak and devastation. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Catholic Light Pope Francis on Ukraine: ‘Stop this massacre’
VATICAN CITY (CNS) – 

Appealing again for an end to the 
war in Ukraine, Pope Francis said 
those who invoke God to promote 
or justify violence “profane his 
name.”

“In the name of God, I ask: 
Stop this massacre,” the pope said 
March 13 at the end of his Sunday 
Angelus address.

With thousands of people 
gathered under the bright sunshine 
of a Roman spring day to pray 
the midday Marian prayer, Pope 
Francis turned their attention to 
Mariupol, Ukraine, a city named 
in honor of Mary; it has been 
besieged by Russian troops for 
two weeks.

The city, he said, “has 
become a martyred city of the 
heart-wrenching war that is 
destroying Ukraine.”

“Before the barbarity of the 
killing of children, of innocents 
and unarmed civilians, there are 
no strategic reasons that hold up,” 
the pope said. The only thing to do 
is “to stop the unacceptable armed 
aggression before it reduces the 
cities to cemeteries.”

“With pain in my heart, I 
unite my voice to that of ordinary 
people who implore an end to 

the war,” he said. “In the name 
of God, listen to the cry of those 
who are suffering and stop the 
bombings and attacks.”

Negotiations to end the war 
must begin seriously, he said, 
and the humanitarian corridors 
agreed upon to evacuate civilians 
and to bring basic necessities to 
people in besieged towns must be 
respected and secure.

With the U.N. Refugee 
Agency reporting that millions 

of refugees have already fled 
Ukraine since Feb. 24, Pope 
Francis thanked all the individuals 
and agencies in the neighboring 
countries who have welcomed 
them, and he encouraged 
continued generosity.

He also asked Catholic 
parishes and religious orders 
around the world “to increase 
moments of prayers for peace.”

“God is the God only of 
peace, he is not the God of war,” 

he said. “Those who support 
violence profane his name.”

Pope Francis led the people 
in the square, including several 
carrying Ukrainian flags, in a 
moment of silent prayer that God 
would “convert hearts to a firm 
desire for peace.”

After the Angelus, the 
Vatican used the pope’s English-
language Twitter account to send, 
in 10 tweets, his entire appeal in 
Russian and Ukrainian.

People hold Ukrainian flags as Pope Francis leads the Angelus from a  
window overlooking St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican March 13, 2022. 
Appealing again for peace in Ukraine, Pope Francis said those who 
support violence profane the name of God. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Pope Francis gives his blessing 
after leading the Angelus at the 
Vatican March 13, 2022. Appealing 
again for peace in Ukraine, Pope 
Francis said those who support 
violence profane the name of God. 
(CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Continued from Page 1

“For as sophisticated a 
people as we are, for as bright and 
as brilliant as we have become, 
for as ingenious as we are, for 
as capable as we have become, 
our world is still filled with evil, 
hatred and sin,” the bishop noted. 
“When we turn away from God, 
we find ourselves in the midst of 
where we are today.”

The bishop also encouraged 
people to continue sharing three 
things: prayer, information 
about what is happening in 
Ukraine, and financial and 
material assistance.

“Somehow, in God’s wisdom, 

Parishes across the Diocese of Scranton unite in Prayer for Ukraine
in God’s time and 
in God’s way, peace 
will come and peace 
will most especially 
touch the lives of 
those suffering souls 
in Ukraine for whom 
we pray,” Bishop 
Bambera ended his 
homily by saying.

Video from the 
Holy Hour for Peace 
is available on the 
Diocese of Scranton 
YouTube channel and 
website for anyone 
that would like to 
watch the service.

A woman clutches Rosary beads 
during the Holy Hour for Peace at 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter.

More than 50 people participated in the Holy 
Hour for Peace in Ukraine at the Cathedral of 
Saint Peter on March 15, 2022.
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SCRANTON — For Ukrainian 
Catholics, their Holy Season of Lent began 
under a massive dark cloud of destruction, 
desolation and death associated with all-
out war — just a mere four days after their 
homeland was maliciously attacked by 
Russia in late February.

Rev. Myron Myronyuk has served 
as pastor of Saint Vladimir Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in downtown Scranton 
for the past ten years, which happens 
to be the amount of time since he last 
visited those he left behind in his beloved 
Ukraine.

These days, more than ever, Father 
Myronyuk’s heavy heart lies thousands 
of miles away as he along with his 
congregation agonize over the bitter 
suffering of their fellow countrymen and 
women. Included among those currently 
embattled by invading Russian forces 
are the priest’s 80-year-old mother, his 
sister, and a twin brother, who is a college 
professor in Ukrainian capital city of Kyiv 
after having served in the nation’s military 
for ten years.

 Occasional calls to keep in touch with 
loved ones now occur daily.

“With the situation, I talk to my family 
every day and they let me know how they 
are managing and what is most needed,” the 
audibly shaken and exhausted Ukrainian 
churchman said, having endured sleepless 
nights as he continues to orchestrate 
incessant shipments of vital supplies for his 
besieged nation.

“They have nothing. They are in need 
of everything,” Father Myronyuk told The 
Catholic Light in a late-night conversation 
less than a week after the foreign invasion 
began. He had just arrived back in his 
rectory after helping load 500 pounds of 
medical supplies to be shipped to a New 
Jersey agency, with the hopes of eventually 
reaching Ukraine through the generous 
support of the Polish government.

The beleaguered pastor stated the 
civilian population has been hit especially 
hard, with the number of casualties 
climbing each day along with the massive 
exodus of war refugees.

Father Myronyuk speaks for his 
parish and Ukrainian faithful everywhere 
in pleading for spiritual and material 
assistance.

“Monetary donations, medical and 
baby supplies and all types of non-

Ukrainian Catholics seek spiritual, humanitarian aid for war-ravaged homeland

perishable items are urgently need,” he 
noted while imploring his brothers and 
sisters in faith to offer fervent prayers for 
the Ukrainian people.

The day before the Diocese of 
Scranton joined the global Catholic Church 
in offering Ash Wednesday sacrifices of 
prayer and fasting for an end to the Soviet 
aggression, Father Myronyuk urged, “I 
encourage everyone to keep praying and 
praying as you enter Lent.”

“We are doing our best and we let God 
do the rest,” the distraught priest said.

As a lifelong member of Saint 
Vladimir Church, Paul Ewasko remarked 
that since the hostile attacks began he 
has incredulously asked himself and his 
Ukrainian-born wife, Helen, “Is this really 
happening?”

“It all seems so unreal, yet I must fully 
accept it because it is real,” he said. “It is 
the kind of tragedy that occurred many 
years ago, not today.”

For Dr. Helen Chandoha Knott, a 
first generation Ukrainian-American, the 
images and news coming out her native 
land are reminiscent of her father and 
family fleeing Ukraine during World War 
II in the early 1940s.

“They walked for miles and took 

a train when they could until they came 
to a DP (displaced persons) camp in 
Germany,” she explained. “Eventually my 
father and his family came to America, 

but always stressed to us to never forget 
our Ukrainian culture and religious 
beliefs because it helps us to connect to 
our ancestors who always had to fight for 
basic freedoms that we in America take 
for granted every day.”

Similar sentiments were expressed by 
Jean Stasyszyn Pedley, a longtime faithful 
member of Saint Vladimir’s, who recalled 
how her mother and father had to flee 
Ukraine because of Communist rule many 
years ago.

“They would be heartbroken over 
these events,” she said. “But during these 
days of horror I’ve been reminded of what 
is good in the world — that there are 
people in this community ready to help 
strangers.”

Pedley added, “The people of Ukraine 
with their deep faith in God and the Blessed 
Mother are inspiring all of us to do better, 
to be better. The outpouring of prayer and 
support, both financial and emotional, have 
been overwhelming. But as always God’s 
hand is guiding us.”

“The cruel and evil invasion just 
doesn’t fit in today’s world, or does it?” 
Ewasko passionately concluded. “As a 
Ukrainian Catholic, I look to Jesus and His 
Mother Mary who are real and who will see 
us through. Ukraine forever!”

Saint Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church is located at 430 North 7th Avenue in Scranton. 
(Photo/Eric Deabill)
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War hits home for Ukrainian Orphan Ministry in the Poconos
BRODHEADSVILLE — “War 

is hell!” is the oft-repeated refrain 
of those who know first-hand 
about the brutality of international 
conflict.

Some say it is even worse 
than hell, since war also claims 
innocent victims along the way. 
None are more innocent than 
children, especially those already 
suffering from severe disabilities.

As war continues to rage in 
Ukraine, Sandie Flannery has 
been a much-sought after voice  
greatly valued by news media 
outlets throughout our region, 
given her closeness to the ever-
devolving crisis.

Seven years ago, Flannery 
established the Ukrainian Orphan 
Outreach Ministry at her parish 
of Our Lady Queen of Peace in 
Brodheadsville. Since that time 
the ministry has provided much-
needed aid to destitute Ukrainian 
orphan children and young adults 
— many greatly challenged 
physically and emotionally, and, 
under normal circumstances, 
subject to deplorable conditions.

Visit Plans Canceled
The ministry’s humanitarian 

efforts have led Flannery many 
times to the Eastern European 
country, which she had planned to 
visit once more at the beginning 
of this year.

“I wanted to spend Ukrainian 
Christmas with the orphans in 
January, but friends and family 
begged me not to go due to the 
threat of war,” she recalled. “I 
reluctantly canceled my plans and 
disappointed my friends and the 
orphans. In hindsight, I wish I had 
gone as it saddens me that I may 
never be able to visit with them 
again!” 

During the first days of the war, 
Flannery reached out to the director 
of the orphanage in Zulachchia in 
Western Ukraine regarding the 
safety of the children. “A dear 
friend, Anton,  who has helped 
our ministry coordinate some of 
our projects, together with Sister 

Metodyia, and a Ukrainian parent 
of a child with Mowat Wilson 
syndrome — like my daughter — 
who was now living in Poland, 
developed an evacuation plan,” 
she noted.

“The orphans from Zulachchia 
are near and dear to my heart and 
I pray for their safety,” Flannery 
continued. “If necessary, our 
ministry will help with the costs 
of evacuating them safely over the 
border and supporting them where 
they are. We will also help with 
food and basic supplies.”

She remarked that the ministry 
is also committed  to paying for 
gasoline for the buses, if necessary, 
to evacuate the most involved and 
medically complicated orphans 
in Znamenka.  The Ukrainian 
Catholic Church of New Jersey 
has been supporting Znamenka 
for  more than 20 years and 
has  evacuated 30 of the higher 
functioning children and adults. 

 
Desperate Cries for Help
Recently, Flannery received an 

urgent message from one of the 
directors of the Baby House in 
Vorzel, north of Irpen in Ukraine. 
The Baby House was home to 55 
children from infancy to age five, 
many of whom were disabled with 
severe medical complications. 

“The town was bombed and 
surrounded by the Russians,” 
Flannery explained. “She 
was pleading for my help. As the 
days went on, her cries became 
more desperate. She talked of 
having no heat, electricity, and 
water. She was not in the building 
with the babies when the military 
invaded.” 

Flannery noted there were 
23 babies with two staff in one 
building, and 27 children and five 
workers in another.

“During this time, a mother 
whom I knew, reached out to me. I 
knew her from when she adopted 
two babies with Down syndrome 
from there 12 years ago,” she 
said. “Through my contacts with 
the orphanage personnel, and 

my friend’s contacts at the UN 
and the International Red Cross, 
God moved mountains and the 
babies were evacuated.   At the 
bridge  crossing in Irpen, they 
were met by the Ukrainian Red 
Cross and transported to a hospital 
in Kyiv where they were treated, 
bathed and fed.” 

The following day all were 
transported by train to Lviv and 
then to Chernivsti in Western 
Ukraine, and just days ago the 
head educator met up with them 
and they were ready to depart the 
war-torn country.

“Our ministry is ready to support 
the babies and staff financially 
once a secure connection is made. 
Many of the staff sacrificed 
their own safety and could have 
abandoned the children, but 
they did not,” Flannery noted. 
“Currently, we have no idea how 
the Department of Social Policy 
will be handling the situation and I 
want to be sure that the babies and 
staff have what they need.”  

Nadiia’s Plight
Prior to the war’s outbreak on 

Feb. 24, Flannery shared that she 
had been “begging” her translator 
Nadiia to leave Ukraine, along 
with her husband Yarek and their 
baby daughter Ivanka, due to the 
buildup of the Russian military in 
the north in Belarus. 

“Like most other Ukrainians, 

they thought that I was overreacting 
and that they were under the 
threat of war since 2014 and were 
not concerned,” she explained. 
“I pushed her to get her baby’s 
passport which they received only 
the week before the war!”

Ultimately, Nadiia and Ivanka 
had to leave their husband and 
father behind as they were about 
to cross the border into Romania.

Flannery currently is sponsoring 
Nadiia for her visa and has even 
offered her home 5,000 miles 
away to provide comfort and love 
to her and her baby daughter. As 
of now, Nadiia’s application for 
an “emergency visa” appointment 
was denied and she now must wait 
until May 23 for an appointment 
in Lithuania

“She has been my travel 
companion and translator and has 
kept me out of trouble numerous 
times,” Flannery said. “She is a 
dear friend and like a daughter to 
me.”

Donations, Prayers Needed
Flannery has been effusive in 

her praise and gratitude for the 
support she has received from 
her fellow parishioners. With the 
blessing of Queen of Peace pastor 
Father Bob Simon, a massive 
parish and community drive is 
well underway to collect over-
the-counter medications and baby 
formula. 

“Our church office is starting 
to fill up. All donations will be 
sorted and transported to the 
United Ukrainian American 
Relief Committee in Philadelphia 
who will ship it to Ukraine,” she 
indicated. 

Suggested medications include 
but are not limited to: pain 
relievers, antibiotic ointments, 
anti-diarrhea medications, cold 
and allergy formulas, pedialyte, 
first aid supplies, vitamins, baby 
formula (premade) and diapers. 

 All donations can be dropped 
off at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
parish office at 1402 Route 209, 
Brodheadsville. Donors can also 

aid the effort by mail at: P.O. Box 
38, Brodheadsville, PA. 

“I am worried about the 
orphans, all the orphans in 
Ukraine,” Flannery passionately 
stated. “I’m afraid that once 
abandoned by their parents, they 
will be abandoned once again 
without someone to advocate 
for them. I am trying to be 
their voice!”

She has been uplifted and 
gladdened by reports that 
numerous humanitarian groups 
are providing crucial aid to the 
orphans; however, many older 
and neurotypical orphans have 
been left on their own. She further 
noted that quite a few orphans 
have been hosted by American 
families during the summer  and 
at Christmastime, and these 
families are willing to adopt them. 
Unfortunately, all adoptions have 
been halted.

“This war has affected me on 
a very personal and emotional 
level,” Flannery shared. “I 
have been scared, worried, 
angry, sad, frustrated  and 
confused. I have spent days 
with only minimal  amounts of 
interrupted  sleep. Parishioners 
have dropped meals off for me 
because I couldn’t remember if I 
had eaten.”

Joining the chorus of religious 
faithful and their leaders crying 
out for constant prayer and 
supplication, Flannery also 
pleaded for prayerful intercessions 
for divine help.

“This evil will only end through 
prayer and consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary,” she 
implored. “We all need to pray 
the Rosary as our Mother Mary 
requested at Fatima. Pray to defeat 
the enemy and bring an end to the 
evil acts of an atheistic leader. We 
need to pray for the conversion of 
Russia. Pray the Rosary!”

Flannery also urged concerned 
citizens to contact their legislators 
to advocate for the establishment 
of official Ukrainian refugee 
status in America.

Boxes of donated baby diapers 
are loaded in Brodheadsville, 
ultimately destined for Ukraine.
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Catholic Relief Services leader 
concerned by growing needs 
of refugees fleeing Ukraine
BALTIMORE (CNS) – 

In response to more than 2 
million refugees, primarily 
women and children, fleeing 
the conflict in Ukraine in 
recent weeks, the president 
and CEO of Catholic Relief 
Services said it is “alarming to 
see the scale of the suffering” 
in the region.

In a statement, Sean 
Callahan said CRS partners 
and staff inside Ukraine and 
in Moldova and Poland have 
“heard of children dragging 
bulky luggage, their faces 
wet from tears” and also have 
heard of “crowds huddling 
inside bus terminals for 
shelter, knee-deep in their 
belongings.”

“The weight of the trauma 
lives on the faces of young and 
old alike,” he added.

Callahan also noted that 
CRS, the U.S. bishops’ relief 
and development agency, 
has seen “tremendous acts 
of solidarity and generosity” 
from countries receiving 
refugees and from those 
donating to CRS and Caritas 
partners that are providing 
food, shelter, relief items, 
counseling and information 
services to displaced people 
in Ukraine and refugees 
in Moldova, Poland and 
Romania.

“With all of this in mind, 
we join the pope in calling 
for an immediate end to the 
fighting,” he said, adding that 
wars in Syria and elsewhere 
have demonstrated that 
“people will continue to suffer 
until there is peace.”

During this time of conflict 
in Ukraine, CRS has been 
supporting Caritas agencies 
in Eastern Europe who are 

helping Ukrainian refugees 
with the following:

• Field kitchens providing 
hot lunches and snacks.

• Reception services at 
Caritas offices, train stations 
and other locations for 
displaced people with clothing, 
information, referrals, food, 
water, hygiene items and 
counseling services.

• Transportation of 
displaced families to friends, 
families and local social 
services.

• Evacuation centers 
providing shelter, food and 
counseling services for 
displaced families.

CRS is assisting Caritas 
Moldova in providing food 
and relief items to refugees 
at government-run reception 
centers and plans to establish 
additional centers.

The Baltimore-based 
agency also is helping transport 
refugees from the Ukraine 
border and mobilizing hosts 
to provide homes for refugee 
families.

In Romania, Caritas 
agencies with CRS support have 
mobilized volunteers, equipped 
facilities and helped refugee 
centers, currently at capacity, 
in serving hundreds of refugee 
families crossing the borders.

Caritas Poland is similarly 
providing assistance to arriving 
Ukrainians at multiple border-
crossing points and supporting 
the shipment of relief supplies 
into Ukraine.

CRS is assisting the agency 
to prepare a cash assistance 
program to reach an estimated 
300,000 households. It also is 
providing shelter to refugee 
orphans in coordination with 
the Polish government.

BUDAPEST, Hungary 
(CNS) – As thousands of refugees 
from Ukraine continue to cross 
over the Hungarian border, 
Budapest’s Keleti train station 
has become a central hub on 
their paths to escape violence and 
search for some sense of normalcy 
amid the chaos. 

For the past two weeks, 
religious and other charitable 
organizations such as Caritas 
Hungary, the Knights of Malta 
and the Red Cross have distributed 
food, clothing and other items to 
the continuous waves of refugees 
coming through the station, which 
is always crowded. 

The hustle and bustle at the 
station was no different March 
12, as the various charities 
distributed much-needed food 
and basic materials not only to 
refugees from Ukraine, but also to 
the city’s poor and homeless who 
arrived at the station seeking help. 

“No one is denied help here,” 
said Mark, a volunteer working at 
the station for Caritas Hungary, 
who preferred to give only his 
first name. 

A group of volunteers speedily 
handed out bags of food and other 
goods to those who approached. 
A young Roma girl standing near 
the table, however, had her eye 
on a small plush toy but remained 
silent. Noticing the girl, one 
volunteer smiled and handed her 
the toy along with some candy that 

she happily accepted. 
Mark told Catholic News 

Service that the crisis was far from 
being a burden for Hungarians 
who stepped up to help those in 
need. Volunteers who offered to 
help, he said, “have to wait their 
turn because every job is taken 
until the end of March.”

Generosity in action: Crisis unites Hungarians 
to common cause

Volunteers from Caritas Hungary give food to people at the Keleti 
train station in Budapest, Hungary, March 12, 2022. The Knights of 
Malta and the Red Cross also were participating in efforts to distribute 
food, supplies, clothing and toys to Ukrainian refugees. (CNS photo/
Junno Arocho Esteves)

Kyiv mayor invites pope to visit as sign of solidarity
VATICAN CITY (CNS) – 

Mayor Vitali Klitschko of Kyiv, 
Ukraine’s besieged capital, has 
invited Pope Francis and other 
religious leaders to come to the 
city and witness for peace. 

“The Holy Father has 
received the letter from the mayor 
of the Ukrainian capital and is 
close to the suffering of the city, 
its people, those who had to flee 
from it and those who are called to 
administer it,” said Matteo Bruni, 
director of the Vatican press 
office. 

“He prays to the Lord that they 
will be protected from violence,” 
Bruni said March 15, adding that 
the pope repeats his call for an 
end to “the unacceptable armed 
aggression before it reduces cities 

to cemeteries.” 
In a letter to the pope dated 

March 8, Klitschko said, “We 
believe that the world religious 
leaders’ presence in person in 
Kyiv is key for saving lives and 

paving the path to peace in our 
city, country and beyond.” 

The mayor offered “help on 
whatever might be needed” to get 
the pope to Kyiv, and said, “if a 
journey to Kyiv is not possible, 
we kindly ask for a joint video 
conference to be recorded or 
broadcast live,” including with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy. 

“We appeal to you, as a 
spiritual leader, to show your 
compassion, to stand with the 
Ukrainian people by jointly 
spreading the call for peace,” the 
letter said.

Klitschko wrote to the pope 
three days after appealing in a video 
on Twitter for religious leaders to 
come to the beleaguered city.

An aerial view shows a residential 
building destroyed by shelling 
Ukraine’s Kyiv region March 3, 
2022. (CNS photo/Maksim Levin, 
Reuters)
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Catholic Schools collect 
more than $16,000 to 

help families in Ukraine
Like many people, the students, staff and administration 

of the Diocese of Scranton Catholic School System have 
been touched by the stories of the Ukrainian people who 
have been forced to flee their homes. 

In addition to offering daily prayers, our school 
communities have honored them by spending time in 
Eucharistic Adoration, saying the Rosary with their 
safety in mind and creating posters of support to act as a 
reminder of their struggles.

“Students at Saint Clare/Saint Paul School were happy 
to lend a helping hand to their Ukrainian brothers and 
sisters, because they feel a deep sense of connection to 
the families, families just like theirs, that are caught in a 
terrible situation that is beyond their control,” principal 
Kara Ware said. 

Students in several Diocesan Catholic Schools, 
including Saint Clare/Saint Paul School, also made a 
difference by participating in school “Dress Down Days 
for Ukraine.” This most recent campaign has collected 
more than $16,000, which will go to help the people most 
in need.

Students were happy to participate.
“Because Ukraine is in a war and people need help 

over there, I feel like it is the right thing to do,” Saint 
Clare/Saint Paul first grader Anthony Donato said.

Saint Mary of Mount Carmel School in Dunmore All Saints Academy in Scranton

Holy Rosary School in Duryea

Holy Family Academy in Hazleton

Our Lady of Peace School in Clarks Green

Saint Clare/Saint Paul School in Scranton Continued on Page 7
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Holy Cross High School in DunmoreLa Salle Academy in Jessup

“The Ukrainian people need 
food and shelter, this money can 
help them buy what they need,” 
third grader Jack Kennedy 
added. 

“It is truly amazing to see 
the support that our schools 
have provided to Ukraine, both 
financially and spiritually. We 
all continue to pray for an end 
to this senseless war and hope 
this support from our schools 
provides the intended relief,” 
Catholic Schools Superintendent 
Kristen Donohue said of the 
efforts being made. 

Continued from Page 6

Where to give to help Ukraine
Various Catholic agencies are collecting donations to aid with the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, as people flee to 

escape Russian bombing and shelling. Here are some places to donate. This list is not exhaustive.

Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of Scranton
Catholic Social Services in Hazleton, 200 W. Chapel Street, is serving as a collection drop-off site for material 

donations to help our brothers and sisters impacted by the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. The items will be passed along 
to one or more organizations in Philadelphia that are providing assistance to those in need.

In conjunction with the group, “City of Hazleton Outreach to Ukraine,” Catholic Social Services is accepting 
nonperishable items, including dry rations, such as freeze-dried or dehydrated foods, granola or energy bars, and other 
non-liquid items. Baby food is also needed, but it must be in pouches and not jars. 

Medical supplies and personal hygiene items, including new underwear, thermals, bras, socks, diapers, wipes, 
blankets, linens, pain relievers, and medical aids, such as crutches, canes, wheelchairs, walkers, are being accepted.

Donations can be made weekdays (Monday-Friday) between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
In addition to Catholic Social Services, which is a member agency of the Greater Hazleton United Way, other 

collection sites include Hazleton City Hall, Northeast Counseling Services and the Lackawanna College Campus.

International Caritas Confederation
The international Caritas confederation is collecting funds to help Caritas Ukraine. In the United States, that is through 

Catholic Relief Services: https://bit.ly/3LWtOKa. Internationally, you can donate through https://www.caritas.org/.

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia
The Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, led by Archbishop Borys Gudziak, who shepherds ten 

Ukrainian Catholic parishes in the territory of the Diocese of Scranton, recently established an online donation page for 
Ukrainian War Victims and the Humanitarian Crisis, which can be found at https://ukrarcheparchy.us/donate.

Pontifical Agencies
Two pontifical agencies also are taking donations for Ukraine: Catholic Near East Welfare Association, https://cnewa.org/campaigns/ukraine/, and Aid to the Church in 

Need, https://www.churchinneed.org/. 

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus launched the Ukraine Solidarity Fund, and donations can be made at kofc.org/secure/en/donate/ukraine.html. On Feb. 25, the Knights of 

Columbus announced a commitment of $1 million for immediate distribution to support Ukrainian refugees and will match all funds raised up to an additional $500,000. 
The relief funding will be used to provide shelter, food, medical supplies, clothing and religious goods, as well as other humanitarian needs as identified, both directly in 
Ukraine and through refugee sites in Poland.

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in 
Dickson City is one of several parishes showing its 
support for the people of Ukraine by displaying 
blue and yellow lights.
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March 17-18 - Bishops’ Committee for Ecumenical & Interreligious 		
		  Affairs Meeting, Chicago

March 19 - Welcome for Saint Patrick’s Parade Day Mass
		  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 10:00 a.m.

March 19 - Saint Joseph’s Feast Day Mass
	 	 Oblate of St. Joseph Seminary, Laflin, 11:00 a.m.

March 20 - Masses at Our Lady of Victory Parish
		  Tannersville, 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

March 26 - Lenten Day of Reflection for Deacons & Wives
		  Diocesan Pastoral Center, Scranton, 8:30 a.m.

March 27 - Cathedral Seminary Visit
		  Little Neck, N.Y.

March 28 - Bishop’s Youth Awards
		  Saint Matthew Church, East Stroudsburg, 7:00 p.m.

March 30 - Bishop’s Youth Awards
		  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 7:00 p.m.

April 2 - March Madness Fundraiser for Catholic Youth Center
		  Westmoreland Club, Wilkes-Barre, 6:00 p.m.

April 4 - Bishop’s Youth Awards
		  Saint Jude Church, Mountain Top, 7:00 p.m.

April 6 - Bishop’s Youth Awards
		  Saint Joseph the Worker Church, Williamsport, 7:00 p.m.

April 7 - Mass for Survivors of Abuse
		  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 12:10 p.m.

April 10 - Palm Sunday Mass
		  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 12:10 p.m.

April 12 - Chrism Mass
		  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 4:00 p.m.

April 14 - Mass of the Lord’s Supper
		  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 5:30 p.m.

April 15 - Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion
		  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 12:10 p.m.

April 16 - Easter Vigil Mass
		  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 8:00 p.m.

April 17 - Easter Sunday Mass
		  Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 10:00 a.m.

APPOINTMENTS

His Excellency, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, announces the following 
appointments as indicated:

Monsignor John J. Bendik, from Retirement to Administrator pro tem, Saint Andre 
Bessette Parish, Wilkes-Barre, effective March 8, 2022.

Rev. Helias De Oliveira, to Assistant Pastor, St. John Neumann Parish and St. Paul 
of the Cross Parish, Scranton, effective February 18, 2022.

Rev. J. Duane Gavitt, to Chaplain, Holy Redeemer High School, Wilkes-Barre, 
effective March 8, 2022. Father will remain Pastor at St. Elizabeth Parish, 

Bear Creek and St. Rita Parish, Gouldsboro.

Rev. Arun Lakra, to Administrator pro tem, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish and 
St. Rose of Lima Parish, Carbondale, effective February 27, 2022 to March 8, 2022.  

Father will remain Assistant Pastor, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish and 
St. Rose of Lima Parish, Carbondale.

Reverend Alex J. Roche, S.T.L., to Administrator pro tem, Saint Maria Goretti Parish, 
Laflin, effective March 8, 2022. Father will remain Director of the Office for Vocations 

and Chaplain, Misericordia University. 

Rev. Seth D. Wasnock, from Chaplain, Holy Redeemer High School, Wilkes-Barre, 
effective March 8, 2022. Father will remain Pastor, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 

and St. Rose of Lima Parish, Carbondale, effective March 8, 2022.

Vision 2030 confronts changing 
realities in the Diocese of Scranton
SCRANTON – A Greek philosopher 

once said that change is the only constant 
in life. As local communities, schools and 
businesses are all forced to change, the 
Diocese of Scranton must adapt as well.

In 2019, well before the approaching 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Diocese of 
Scranton began a long-range pastoral 
planning process with clergy and parish 
leaders. The Vision 2030 Blueprint 
Process aims to 
look proactively at 
the realities of our 
local church in the 
present moment, 
while striving to 
meet the opportunities and challenges of 
the coming decade.

The goal of Vision 2030 is to create 
vibrant parish communities rooted in the 
life of Jesus Christ.

“As we strive to be a mission-driven 
church, we must all work together in a way 
that we best live out our baptismal calling 
in both a world – and local environment – 
that continues to change,” Bishop Joseph 
C. Bambera said. “Our Church faces 
significant challenges, among which 

are a fewer number of parishioners, 
financial sustainability questions, facility 
infrastructure needs and a diminishing 
number of ordained priests.”

A 12-page document entitled ‘Vision 
2030’ was released in January in all 
parishes of the Diocese of Scranton. The 
document provides information on real 
and significant factors – known as priority 
drivers – which the Diocese of Scranton 

and its parishes 
must confront. The 
priority drivers will 
prompt the need 
for change in the 
coming years.

Among the most significant priority 
drivers is a declining number of parishioners 
supporting the mission of the Church. 
More than four decades ago, the Diocese of 
Scranton had well over 300,000 practicing 
Catholics. Due to numerous factors, 
including an aging population, young 
people leaving the area for employment 
and reaction to the sex abuse crisis in the 
church, Diocesan statistics show there are 
now only 224,075 registered in parishes. 

Continued on Page 21

BISHOP BAMBERA’S SCHEDULE
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Rite of Election celebrates newcomers to the faith
SCRANTON – At the age of only 17, 

Deborah McDonald of Stroudsburg found 
herself in need of God’s love and assistance 
last September. 

With her mother in the hospital, she 
turned to prayer and it opened her eyes to 
the beauty of the Catholic faith.

“Before that it was not something I 
thought about very often,” McDonald said.

McDonald is one of several dozen 
people who came to the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter in Scranton to take part in the Rite of 
Election on Sunday, March 6, 2022. 

The Rite of Election is a prayer service 
in which those who are enrolled in the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) take 
an important step on their journey toward 
becoming full members of the Catholic 
Church. The individuals, who have never 
been baptized, publicly state their desire 
to receive the sacraments of initiation – 
baptism, Eucharist, and confirmation – at 
the Vigil Mass of Easter in April.

“I’m a little nervous, but mostly 
excited,” the teenage said. 

With her Godmother, Pat Bauer 
of Saylorsburg, by her side, McDonald 
proudly expressed her intention to join the 
Catholic Church.

“Her mom is my best friend and 
when she went to the hospital, she almost 
died. When she came home with some 
hefty medical conditions, Deborah was 
there 24-7 to help with anything her mom 
needed,” Bauer explained. “I just kept 
saying to her, ‘pray, pray, pray.’ She 
was praying like crazy and I really think 
through that prayer for her mom, not even 
thinking about herself, is where the Holy 
Spirit grabbed her!”

In addition to the Rite of Election, 
the Call to Continuing Conversion was 
celebrated the same day. That involves 
candidates who have already been baptized 
and are preparing to receive the sacraments 
of confirmation and First Holy Communion 
in their parishes during the Easter Season.

In all, more than 100 people in the 
Diocese of Scranton are preparing to join 
the church this year. 

Desiree Prell of Hawley will receive 
all three sacraments at her parish, Blessed 
Virgin Mary Queen of Peace Parish in 
Wayne County.

“It’s something that I’ve wanted to do 
for a while,” she explained. “I just felt like 
now is the time to do it.”

Having had her 10-year-old son 
baptized when he was born, Prell said she 
learned a lot from the RCIA classes.

“Every time we had class, there was 
always stuff that somebody brought that 
made you think,” she said. “Not only am 
I getting closer to what I didn’t understand 
before, but it’s also being a part of the 
community and we just want to help as 
much as we can.”

Leah Dunnells of Pike County will 
also receive her sacraments at the Hawley 
church. With all of the troubles in the 
world, from the pandemic to the conflict 
in Ukraine, she believes putting her trust in 
God is the only appropriate action.

“Where else do we need to go?” she 
questioned. “We need religion and hope He 
helps us and guides us in the direction we 
need to go.”

The Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, presided at 
the Rite of Election & Call to Continuing 
Conversion. During his homily, he thanked 
each person for saying “yes” to Jesus.

“My sisters and brothers, and especially 
you, our catechumens and candidates, today 
Jesus is calling you. He’s inviting you to 
walk a path with him that ultimately will 
lead you to a life of meaning, purpose and 
peace,” Bishop Bambera said. “He is saying, 

through his invitation, that your life – with 
all of its struggles and joys, with all of its 
blessings and challenges – has a unique 
place and role to play within his plan.”

While fully recognizing that some 
people are turning away from religion, Luis 
Martinez of East Stroudsburg said God is 
calling him to participate in the life of the 
Church. He will join Our Lady of Victory 
Parish in Tannersville at Easter.

“Everybody has their own journey. God 
is calling me and I’m here!” he said joyfully.

The same is true for Sokieu Brutico, 

who will join the Church of Saint Gregory.
“My parents raised me as Buddhist 

but we were never really strong into our 
religion and I always felt like a free spirit 
growing up,” she said.

After being in a serious relationship 
with a Catholic man, she realized the 
beauty of prayer and the Catholic faith. She 
knows this Easter will be special.

“Everyone in my family is making it 
a huge deal. I’m a very ‘backseat’ person 
where I don’t like the attention so I’m very 
nervous but it’s very exciting,” she added.

After each catechumen was called by name, 
and their name written in their ‘Book of 
the Elect,’ Bishop Joseph C. Bambera went 
around the Cathedral of Saint Peter to sign 
each Book of the Elect.

During this year’s Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion on March 6, more 
than 100 catechumens (an unbaptized individual who has never been officially initiated 
into a church community) and candidates (a previously baptized person, either in the 
Catholic faith or in another Christian faith) publicly professed their intention to receive 
the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. (Photos/Mike Melisky)

Desiree Prell, left, and Leah Dunnells of 
Blessed Virgin Mary Queen of Peace Parish 
in Hawley participate in the Rite of Election.

Deborah McDonald, 17, of Saint Luke Parish 
in Stroudsburg participates in the Rite of 
Election at the Cathedral of Saint Peter.
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Parishioners are invited and encouraged to attend Holy Week observances
Lay faithful welcome to attend Chrism Mass on April 12

SCRANTON – Parishes around the 
Diocese of Scranton are busy preparing 
for Holy Week Masses and services. The 
faithful are invited and encouraged to 
attend Holy Week and Easter Masses in-
person to experience the joy, hope and love 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

With a dramatic drop in the number 
of new COVID-19 infections in the 11 
counties of the Diocese of Scranton 
recently, almost all safety protocols have 
been relaxed and pre-pandemic practices 
have been encouraged.

The faithful are not required to wear 
masks while attending Mass, but are 
certainly welcome to wear one if they wish. 

As of March 11, Priests, Deacons 
and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion are also no longer required to 
wear masks during the distribution of Holy 
Communion. In changing that requirement, 
Bishop Bambera noted that many people 
with underlying medical conditions found 
comfort in their priest or Extraordinary 
Minister of Communion wearing a 
mask during the distribution of Holy 
Communion over the last several months, 
so he encouraged priests to get feedback 
and communicate with their people. 

While prudence and common sense 
are always encouraged, the only major 

COVID-19 liturgical protocol that remains 
in place is that the distribution of the 
Precious Blood from the cup continues to 
remain suspended at this time.

The faithful are encouraged to 
participate in all of the Holy Week Masses 
and services.

PALM SUNDAY
Sunday, April 10, 2022

On this day, the Church remembers 
Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem. This 
commemoration, with the blessing of 
palms, is not a historical re-enactment; 
rather it is a ritual action that marks our 
own entry into Holy Week.

The giving out of palms and blessing 
them during the liturgy may take place 
as usual. Three forms are given for the 

beginning of the liturgy (The Procession, 
the Solemn Entrance, and the Simple 
Entrance). A parish may select from any of 
these forms.

The Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will 
celebrate a Pontifical Mass for Palm 
Sunday of the Lord’s Passion on Sunday, 
April 10, at 12:15 p.m. at the Cathedral of 
Saint Peter in Scranton. The Mass will be 
broadcast live on CTV: Catholic Television 
of the Diocese of Scranton and livestream 
on the Diocesan website and social media 
platforms.

CHRISM MASS
Tuesday, April 12, 2022

The Chrism Mass will be celebrated at 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, at 4 

p.m. on Tuesday, April 12, 2022. Bishop 
Bambera cordially invites the presbyterate, 
permanent deacons and lay faithful to 
participate in this joyous celebration. 

During the Chrism Mass, the bishop 
will bless three oils – the oil of catechumens, 
the oil of the infirm, and holy chrism – 
which will be used in the administration of 
the sacraments throughout the diocese for 
the year.

Every parish in the Diocese is invited 
to send representatives to the Cathedral 
to attend the Chrism Mass. The Chrism 
Mass will also be broadcast live on CTV: 
Catholic Television of the Diocese of 
Scranton and livestream on the Diocesan 
website and social media platforms.  

HOLY THURSDAY
Thursday, April 14, 2022

Lent ends with the evening Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper, the principal liturgy 
of this day. In the Sacred Triduum, the 
Church celebrates the greatest mysteries 
of our redemption, keeping by means of 
special celebrations the memorial of her 
Lord, crucified, buried and risen.

The tabernacle is emptied before the 
liturgy begins. Enough bread should be 
consecrated at this Mass for the liturgy of 
Good Friday as well. 

The oils blessed and consecrated 
at the Chrism Mass may be carried into 
church either before the Mass or during the 
entrance procession or at the offertory.

The washing of feet (“mandatum”) 
is an act of humility and service, which 
inspires the community to do the same. The 
washing of the feet may be done safely and 
with minimal contact this year. Parishes 
should use individual towels for the wiping 
and drying of each person’s feet.
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At the end of the Mass, the Blessed 
Sacrament is transferred to the place 
of reposition following the prayer after 
Communion. The faithful should be 
encouraged to spend time in adoration 
throughout the remainder of the evening. 

After Mass, the altar is stripped, and 
the sanctuary is cleared of flowers and 
adornments.

The Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will 
celebrate a Pontifical Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. 
The Mass will be broadcast live on CTV: 
Catholic Television of the Diocese of 
Scranton and livestream on the Diocesan 
website and social media platforms. 

GOOD FRIDAY
Friday, April 15, 2022

On this day, the Church does not 
celebrate the Sacraments at all, except for 
Penance and the Anointing of the Sick.

The faithful are encouraged to 
participate in the Liturgy of the Hours, 
particularly Morning Prayer. 

The altar should be completely bare: 
without Cross, without candles, without 
cloths.

During the veneration of the Cross, 
only one Cross should be used. This year, 
the faithful may reverence the Cross with 
either a bow or a genuflection. Due to 
continued concerns about the COVID-19 

virus, the faithful are asked not to kiss or 
embrace the Cross.

The Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will 
commemorate Good Friday of the Lord’s 
Passion on Friday, April 15, at 12:10 p.m. 
at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. 
The Liturgy will be broadcast live on CTV: 
Catholic Television of the Diocese of 
Scranton and livestream on the Diocesan 
website and social media platforms.

HOLY SATURDAY
Saturday, April 16, 2022

By most ancient tradition, this is 
the night of keeping vigil for the Lord in 
which, following the Gospel admonition, 
the faithful, carrying lighted lamps, should 
be looking for the Lord when he returns, so 
that at his coming he may find them awake 
and have them sit at his table.

The faithful are encouraged to 
participate in the Liturgy of the Hours, 
particularly Morning Prayer.

The Easter Vigil begins at a time that 
allows the new fire to break the darkness 
of night. The end of civil twilight on this 
evening is 8:19 p.m.; therefore, so that it can 
begin in total darkness, the Vigil should not 
be scheduled before 8 p.m. Also, the Easter 
Vigil is to be the only liturgy celebrated on 
this evening.

The Blessing of the Fire and 
Preparation of the Paschal Candle may take 
place with the assembly and congregational 
tapers are welcome to be used. 

Adults and children of catechetical 
age (the Elect) being initiated during 
the Easter Vigil are to receive all three 
sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation, 
Eucharist) together at this liturgy. If there 

are multiple catechumens and candidates 
in a parish, care should be taken that the 
priest celebrates these rites safely including 
the use of fresh water for each baptism.

The Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will celebrate 
the Vigil Mass of Easter on Saturday, 
April 16, at 8:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of 
Saint Peter in Scranton. The Mass will be 
broadcast live on CTV: Catholic Television 
of the Diocese of Scranton and livestream 
on the Diocesan website and social media 
platforms.

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, April 17, 2022

Easter is the celebration of Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead. It marks the end 
of Holy Week, the last day of the Easter 
Triduum and is the beginning of the Easter 

season of the liturgical year.
Jesus’ resurrection marks the triumph 

of good over evil, sin and death. It is the 
singular event which proves that those who 
trust in God and accept Christ will be raised 
from the dead. Since Easter represents the 
fulfillment of God’s promises to mankind, 
it is the most important day on the Christian 
calendar.

Parishes are encouraged to sprinkle 
the faithful with holy water following the 
Renewal of Baptismal Promises.

The Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will 
celebrate a Pontifical Mass of Easter 
on Sunday, April 17, at 10 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. The 
Mass will be broadcast live on CTV: 
Catholic Television of the Diocese of 
Scranton and livestream on the Diocesan 
website and social media platforms.

Season of Lent is an “opportune time” to do 
good, Bishop Bambera says on Ash Wednesday

SCRANTON – On Ash Wednesday, 
March 2, 2022, the Most Reverend Joseph 
C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, served as 
celebrant and homilist for the 12:10 p.m. 
Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in 
Scranton. 

As the Season of Lent began, the 
bishop reminded the faithful that our Lenten 
journey draws us to the very heart of what 
it means to be a Christian by entering this 
time for sacrifice and spiritual renewal. 

Bishop Bambera invited those in 
attendance to reflect on Pope Francis’ 
Lenten message, which takes root from 
Saint Paul’s words in his letter to the 
Galatians: “Let us not grow tired of doing 
good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up.  So then, 
while we have the opportunity, let us do good to all” (Galatians 6:9-10).    

“In quoting Saint Paul, the Holy Father invites us to reflect upon the 
urgency of using the time that God has given to each of us to sow goodness in 
our lives and in our world with a view to a future harvest,” Bishop Bambera 
said.

The bishop also explained how Pope Francis asked the faithful to use Ash 
Wednesday as a time of prayer and fasting for our suffering brothers and sisters 
in Ukraine.

“May our prayers rise to the heavens as we implore our God to sustain 
these good and innocent people and bring an end to the senseless aggression that 
is being laid upon them. May we sacrifice for their sake and may we give from 
our bounty to generously support them in their fight against evil,” the Bishop 
explained. 
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At joyous Ordination Mass, Bishop Walsh becomes 
Sixth Bishop in Diocese of Gaylord

GAYLORD, Mich. – 
Seventy-three days after Pope 
Francis appointed Father Jeffrey 
J. Walsh as the Sixth Bishop of the 
Diocese of Gaylord, the Scranton 
native was ordained and installed 
at a Mass at Saint Mary, Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Cathedral.

Hundreds of family, friends, 
clergy, religious and lay faithful 
attended the joyous Cathedral 
Mass.

“What was once a gift 
in Scranton is now a gift in 
Gaylord,” said the Most Rev. 
Allen H. Vigneron, Archbishop of 
Detroit, who served as principal 
ordaining bishop and celebrant. 
“He is a remarkably accomplished 
parish priest and he brings all of 
that to you.”

Drawing upon the parable 
of the owner and vineyard 
workers from the Gospel of Saint 
Matthew, which was proclaimed 
during the Ordination Mass, 
Archbishop Vigneron said Bishop 
Walsh is now being sent into a 

new vineyard – in the Diocese of 
Gaylord – which is near to Jesus’ 
heart.

“Bishop Walsh does not 
come to you as some sort of 
mere generic laborer. He is the 

man who he is with individual 
gifts and talents, with a history of 
discipleship, all of which receives 
a new quality, a new character, a 
new consecration, a new stamp 
today,” he said. 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
and the Most Rev. Walter A. 
Hurley, Apostolic Administrator 
of Gaylord, were co-ordaining 
bishops. 

Concelebrants were the many 
bishops and priests in attendance, 
including Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio to the 
United States. 

Several of Bishop Walsh’s 
brother priests from the Diocese 
of Scranton also made the trip 
to Michigan for the Ordination 
Mass.

In his homily, Archbishop 
Vigneron encouraged everyone 
in the Cathedral to immerse 
themselves in the grace being 
poured forth by the Holy Spirit.

“We are here, in the Cathedral 
today, not as witnesses, not as 
spectators, but as participants 
in something that the Holy 
Spirit accomplishes beyond any 
human agency,” the Archbishop 
explained. “We want our hearts 
to be on fire with praise and 
thanksgiving.”

The Most Rev. Allen H. Vigneron, right, anoints the head of Bishop 
Jeffrey J. Walsh with the Oil of Chrism, signifying the full share in the 
priesthood of Christ which he has received through the Laying on of 
Hands and the Prayer of Ordination.

Bishop Jeffrey J. Walsh shows the Apostolic Mandate of Pope Francis 
appointing him as the new Bishop of Gaylord. It was read aloud at the 
March 4 installation Mass by the pope’s ambassador to the United 
States, Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Christophe Pierre.

Hundreds of people, including several priests from the Diocese of Scranton, attended the Episcopal Ordination 
& Installation Mass at Saint Mary, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cathedral in Gaylord on March 4, 2022.

The Archbishop used the 
closing moments of his homily 
to speak to Bishop Walsh 
directly, saying he was chosen for 
episcopal office because he is a 
friend of Jesus – and urged him to 
“seize this grace, this hour.”

The homily followed the 
presentation of Bishop-elect 
Walsh and the reading of the 
apostolic letter from Pope Francis 
by Archbishop Pierre, calling the 
Bishop-elect to episcopal ministry.

The homily was followed by 
the Promise of the Elect in which 
the Bishop-elect declared his 
resolve to uphold the faith and to 
discharge his duties with fidelity, 
and the Litany of Supplication 
where the Bishop-elect laid face 
down in the Cathedral as names 
of saints were sung in prayer.

In the Laying on of Hands 
and the Prayer of Ordination, 
Archbishop Vigneron placed his 
hands on Bishop-elect Walsh 
without speaking and was followed 
by all of the other bishops present 
doing the same to signify the unity 
of the Apostolic College.
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Archbishop Vigneron also 
anointed the head of Bishop 
Walsh, presented him with a Book 
of the Gospels, placed a ring on 
his right hand and presented him 
with a miter and crosier.

“Receive the Gospel, and 
preach the word of God with all 
patience and sound teaching,” the 
Archbishop said in presenting the 
Book of Gospels. 

After the closing prayer, the 
newly ordained bishop walked 
through the aisles of the Gaylord 
Cathedral to offer blessings to all 
before delivering his first remarks 
as bishop. 

Calling the Mass “uplifting,” 

he expressed gratitude to everyone 
for attending.

“The Church has what the 
world needs,” Bishop Walsh 
said. “Prayer and the Sacraments 
are what make our faith come 
alive and help us stay close to 
Christ and be the best that we can 
be.”

Bishop Walsh said he is 
eager to go around the Diocese of 
Gaylord with “missionary zeal,” 
saying he is looking forward to 
not only enjoying the beauty of 
his new diocese but also getting 
to know its people and pray with 
them.

“As we pray, we have the 

life of Christ grow in us and we 
realize that we can take a backseat 
and let his spirit work through 
us,” Bishop Walsh explained.

The new Bishop concluded 
his remarks with one of the 
petitions in the Liturgy of the 
Hours on the day of the Mass, 
“Teach us to enter more deeply 
into the mystery of the Church, 
that it may be more effective for 
ourselves and for the world as the 
Sacrament of Salvation.”

Pope Francis appointed 
Bishop Walsh to serve the Diocese 
of Gaylord Dec. 21, 2021, with 
the announcement coming from 
Archbishop Pierre.

a Master of Social Work from 
Marywood University in 2010.

During his 27 years as a 
priest in the Diocese of Scranton, 
Bishop Walsh also served in 
various positions in the Diocese 
of Scranton from Assistant 
Pastor and Pastor, Sacramental 
Minister, Episcopal Vicar and 
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy. 
He also served in a variety of 
diocesan positions, including 
Director of Religious Formation 
in high schools, Chaplain to the 
Deaf Community, Diocesan 
Vocations Director and also 
Diocesan Deputy Secretary for 
Catholic Human Services.  

Bishop Walsh, ordained 
a priest in 1994, was serving 
as pastor at Saint Rose of 
Lima Parish and Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish, both in 
Carbondale, at the time of his 
appointment. The 56 year old is a 
native of Scranton and a graduate 
of Scranton Central High School. 
He graduated from the University 
of Scranton in 1987 and went on 
to complete his priestly studies 
at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Emmitsburg, Md., earning a 
Master of Divinity. Bishop Walsh 
also received a Master of Arts 
in Christian Spirituality from 
Creighton University in 1999 and 

Bishop Jeffrey J. Walsh lies prostrate before the altar during the Litany of Supplication. The Book of the Gospels is held over the head of the new bishop during the ordination rite.  

Bishop Jeffrey J. Walsh poses with several family members who attended the Ordination 
Mass on March 4, including his parents, Nancy and Jerome Walsh of Scranton. (Photos 
Courtesy the Diocese of Gaylord)

The three current bishops who are natives of the Diocese of Scranton. Pictured in 
addition to Bishop Bambera, right, and Bishop Walsh is Bishop Joseph Kopacz, who is 
serving as the Eleventh Bishop of Jackson, Mississippi. 
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Natives of the Diocese of Scranton Who Have Become Bishops

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, native of Carbondale; current bishop of Scranton since 2010.

Archbishop Eusebius J. Beltran, native of Ashley; served as bishop of the Diocese of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, from 1978 to 1992, then archbishop of Oklahoma City from 1993 until his 
retirement in 2010.

Bishop Andrew J. Brennan, native of Towanda; served as first auxiliary bishop of the Diocese 
of Scranton from 1923 to 1926; then bishop of Richmond, Virginia, from 1926 until his 
resignation for health reasons in 1945.

Bishop Cletus J. Benjamin, native of Old Forge; served as auxiliary bishop of Philadelphia 
from 1960 until his sudden death less than a year later.

Bishop Henry Cosgrove, native of Williamsport; served as bishop of Davenport, Iowa from 
1884 until his death in 1906.

Bishop John M. Dougherty, native of Scranton; served as auxiliary bishop of Scranton from 
1995 until his retirement in 2009.

Bishop Joseph A. Ferrario, native of Scranton; served as auxiliary bishop of Honolulu, 
Hawaii, from 1977 to 1982, then bishop until his retirement for health reasons in 1993.

Bishop Eugene A. Garvey, native of Carbondale; served as bishop of the newly erected 
Diocese of Altoona from 1901 until his death in 1920.

Bishop Henry T. Klonowski, native of Scranton; served as auxiliary bishop of Scranton from 
1947 until his retirement in 1973.

Bishop-Elect Joseph R. Kopacz, native of Dunmore; currently serving as the Eleventh Bishop 
of Jackson, Mississippi since February 6, 2014. 

Bishop George L. Leech, native of Ashley; appointed auxiliary bishop of Harrisburg in 1935 and 
later that same year was named bishop, serving until his retirement in 1971.

Bishop Justin J. McCarthy, native of Sayre; served as auxiliary bishop in Newark, New Jersey 
from 1954 to 1957, then bishop of Camden, New Jersey until his death in 1959.

Bishop Edward P. McManaman, native of Wilkes-Barre; served as auxiliary bishop of Erie 
from 1948 until his death in 1964.

Bishop Joseph M. McShea, native of Lattimer Mines; served as auxiliary bishop of 
Philadelphia from 1952 to 1961, then first bishop of the newly erected Diocese of Allentown 
until his retirement in 1983.

Bishop Robert C. Morlino, native of Dunmore; served as bishop of Madison, Wisconsin, from 
2003-2018. Previously served as bishop of Helena, Montana, from 1999 until his appointment 
to Madison.

Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle, native of Scranton; served as first archbishop of Washington, 
D.C.  from 1948 until his retirement in 1973.

Archbishop Martin J. O’Connor, native of Scranton; served as auxiliary bishop of Scranton 
from 1943 to 1946; then rector of the North American College in Rome; apostolic nuncio to 
Malta; and president of the Pontifical Commission for Social Communications at the Vatican.

Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara, native of Scranton; served as auxiliary bishop of Philadelphia 
from 1929 to 1935; then bishop of Savannah, Georgia until his resignation for health reasons 
in 1959.

Bishop Jeremiah F. Shanahan, native of Silver Lake; served as first bishop of the newly 
erected Diocese of Harrisburg from 1868 until his death in 1886. His younger brother John also 
served as bishop of Harrisburg (see next entry).

Bishop John W. Shanahan, native of Silver Lake; served as bishop of Harrisburg from 1899 
until his death in 1916.

Bishop James C. Timlin, native of Scranton; served as auxiliary bishop of Scranton from 1976 
until his appointment as bishop of Scranton in 1984; served until his retirement in 2003.
Bishop Jeffrey J. Walsh, native of Scranton; current bishop of Gaylord, Michigan.

Bishop Stephen S. Woznicki, native of Wilkes-Barre; served as auxiliary bishop of Detroit 
from 1938 until 1950, then bishop of Saginaw, Michigan, until his retirement in 1968.

Bishop-elect Walsh takes oath of fidelity 
on eve of Episcopal Ordination

Gaylord, Mich. 
- On the eve of his 
Episcopal Ordination 
and Installation as the 
Sixth Bishop of the 
Diocese of Gaylord, 
Bishop-elect Jeffrey 
J. Walsh professed 
his Catholic faith 
and swore an oath of 
fidelity to the pope and 
the Church.

B i s h o p - e l e c t 
Walsh, along with 
several bishops from 
Michigan, participated 
in Solemn Vespers at 
Saint Mary, Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel 
Cathedral in Gaylord 
on March 3, 2022.

During the 
ceremony, Bishop-elect Walsh stood 
before the altar, faced a crowd of family, 
friends and new parishioners, and 
publically professed his fidelity to the 
Catholic Church and all of its teachings and 
his fidelity and loyalty to the Holy Father. 
The oath that is taken is canonically and 
morally binding on the Bishop.

The presider at the Solemn Vespers 
was the Most Reverend Walter A. 
Hurley, Apostolic Administrator for the 
Diocese of Gaylord. The Most Reverend 
Steven J. Raica, Bishop of the Diocese 
of Birmingham, Ala., served as homilist. 
Prior to his installation in Birmingham, 
Bishop Raica served as the Fifth Bishop of 
the Diocese of Gaylord.

“Today, we are honored to join 
together in prayer for you my dear brother, 
and we pray for an abundant outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit on your episcopal ministry,” 
Bishop Raica said during his homily.

In the coming months and years, 
Bishop Raica told Bishop-elect Walsh that 
he would face times of joy, anxiousness, 
difficulty and joy. Through it all, he 
emphasized, “You are not alone. Christ is 
with you. He promised he would be.”

Having served the Diocese of Gaylord 
from 2014 to 2020, Bishop Raica also 
spoke of the “spectacular beauty” of 
Michigan’s upper-lower peninsula, calling 
it a “glimpse of paradise.”

Bishop Raica ended his homily by 
thanking Bishop-elect Walsh for saying 
“yes” to God’s calling.

“Tonight and tomorrow and in the next 
months, you will meet many new friends 
of Christ, companions on the journey with 
you and you will be enriched in ways you 
never imagined through God’s providential 
grace. You will not be alone.”

Following the Concluding Prayer, 
Bishop-elect Walsh made brief remarks, 
expressing his gratitude to everyone.

“I can’t tell you how overwhelmed I 
feel with the sense of gratitude,” Bishop-
elect Walsh said, referring to the many text 
messages, emails, phone calls and letters 
he has received since his appointment was 
announced in December 2021.

Reflecting on his Episcopal Motto, 
“Divine Providence,” Bishop-elect Walsh 
reminded those participating in the service 
in-person and via livestream that, “We are 
created to do the Father’s will.”

The bishop-elect added that he hopes 
the Grace of God will bless everyone who 
participates in his Ordination Mass.

“Everyone, I pray, will have their heart 
touched with the Holy Spirit, for whatever 
is important in your life, whatever you 
are struggling with or might need help 
with, I pray that this time together will 
be something that leads you closer to the 
mystery of God’s love and to what is the 
true nature of our celebration,” Bishop-
elect Walsh said.

Bishop-elect Jeffrey J. Walsh participates in the Profession of 
Faith and Oath of Fidelity during Solemn Vespers March 3, the 
eve of his Episcopal Ordination Mass. Bishops are required 
by canon law to make a profession of faith of the Church and 
swear an oath of fidelity to the Holy See. The oath that is taken 
is canonically and morally binding on the bishop.
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Take the Synod on Synodality Survey!
The Diocese of Scranton continues to listen to your voice as we answer the call of Pope Francis to participate in the local listening 

phase of the 2023 Synod on Synodality. It is our hope that you will prayerfully consider each question and offer feedback about your 
experience as a member of the Diocese of Scranton. 

You can take the survey online at dioceseofscranton.org or use this paper copy (Pages 15 & 16) and send your answers to: 	
					     Diocese of Scranton

					     Attention: Synod on Synodality Reponse
					     300 Wyoming Avenue
					     Scranton, PA 18503

Question 1: In the Church and in society, we are called to walk together, side-by-side, as we journey through life.

The Catholic Church in the Diocese of Scranton is inclusive, meaning every person has the ability to participate as equals?

Circle One: 		  Strongly Agree		  Agree			   Disagree		  Strongly Disagree		  No Opinion

We invite you to provide any thoughts on groups or individuals who you feel the Catholic Church may be leaving on the margins:

Question 2: Listening is one of the most powerful and deeply human experiences we can have. The act of listening respects and validates the voice that is being heard.

The Catholic Church in the Diocese of Scranton listens to all people?

Circle One: 		  Strongly Agree		  Agree			   Disagree		  Strongly Disagree		  No Opinion

We invite you to provide any additional thoughts on those that the Catholic Church does/does not listen to:

Question 3: Catholics in the Diocese of Scranton are encouraged to speak up, be brave and boldly trust we are loved by God.

Catholics in the Diocese of Scranton are provided with the opportunity to speak candidly with their parish priest and our bishop?

Circle One: 		  Strongly Agree		  Agree			   Disagree		  Strongly Disagree		  No Opinion

We invite you to provide any additional thoughts on what enables or hinders people from speaking up about their hopes/concerns:

Question 4: One of the foundations of the Catholic faith is the belief that God is alive in each and every human person. For Christians, we are baptized and anointed with 
the Holy Spirit and are nourished by Christ in the Eucharist.

The celebration of the Mass inspires me toward a more joyful and holier life?

Circle One: 		  Strongly Agree		  Agree			   Disagree		  Strongly Disagree		  No Opinion

We invite you to provide any additional thoughts on how prayer and/or Masses do or do not inspire you:

Question 5: Every Catholic has a responsibility to participate actively in the mission of the Catholic Church, sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ

The Catholic Church in the Diocese of Scranton is succeeding in the following areas of its mission? (Use SA, Agree, Disagree, SD or No Opinion for Each)

Leading People to a Deeper Relationship with God: _______________________		  Ensuring Racial Equality: ___________________________________
Educating People of All Ages in the Faith: ______________________________		  Promoting Pro-Life Issues: __________________________________
Helping the Poor, Lonely and Vulnerable: ______________________________		  Protecting Human Rights: ___________________________________
Welcoming Immigrants, Refugees and Other Newcomers: _________________		  Caring for the Environment: _________________________________
Being Compassionate to those in Prison: _______________________________		  Supporting Families: _______________________________________
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Question 6: From Pope Saint Paul VI to Pope Francis, successive popes have actively called the People of God to be a Church in dialogue. Through dialogue, all of the 
Christian faithful shape the way the Church achieves her mission.

Catholics in the Diocese of Scranton are provided with the opportunity to discuss, debate and dialogue about the future 		
	 direction of the church?

Circle One: 		  Strongly Agree		  Agree			   Disagree		  Strongly Disagree		  No Opinion

We invite you to provide any additional thoughts on places and opportunities that our church does/does not offer for constructive dialogue:

Question 7: Christ calls all His disciples, united by Baptism, to work side-by-side with diverse groups and other faith communities. 

It is a priority of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Scranton to work with other faith communities in promoting the 		
	 well-being of all?

Circle One: 		  Strongly Agree		  Agree			   Disagree		  Strongly Disagree		  No Opinion

We invite you to provide any additional thoughts on the way the Catholic Church could interact with other Christian denominations:

Question 8: Through Baptism and Confirmation, the mission of the Catholic Church belongs to all the Christian faithful. Everyone is called to play an active role.

All Catholics, including young people, lay men and lay women, are challenged to use their gifts and talents in the life of the 		
	 Church?

Circle One: 		  Strongly Agree		  Agree			   Disagree		  Strongly Disagree		  No Opinion

We invite you to provide any additional thoughts on how people are/are not invited to participate in the life of the Church:

Question 9: The Christian faith is accessible to everyone. Because the mission of the Catholic Church belongs to the Church’s members, every voice has a right to be heard. 

In making important decisions, the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Scranton is transparent and accountable in its 			
	 decision-making processes?

Circle One: 		  Strongly Agree		  Agree			   Disagree		  Strongly Disagree		  No Opinion

We invite you to provide any additional thoughts on how people are/are not invited to participate in the life of the Church:

Question 10: The Church’s Tradition, received from the Apostles, carries the Christian faith through history. A synod is meant to identify the needs, challenges and 
opportunities of the present moment.

While respecting Tradition, the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Scranton is responsive to the needs, challenges and 		
	 opportunities at the present moment?

Circle One: 		  Strongly Agree		  Agree			   Disagree		  Strongly Disagree		  No Opinion

We invite you to provide any additional thoughts on how the church listens and engages in dialogue:

Demographic Information:
Gender: _____________	 Age: __________	 Ethnicity:_________________		  Parish: ____________________________________________
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Catholic Women’s Conference 
returns to Marywood in June

SCRANTON – The “Refresh 
Your Faith” Conference for 
Catholic Women is coming back 
this summer! 

The conference, “Full of 
Grace,” is an opportunity for 
women to explore their faith and 
deepen their relationship with 
Mary, the Mother of God. 

All women are invited 
to participate in this year’s 
conference on Saturday, June 11, 
beginning at 8 a.m. on the campus 
of Marywood University.

Keynote speaker, Colleen 
Carroll Campbell, an award-
winning author, journalist, and 
former presidential speechwriter 
will share her spiritual journey 
with the Saints and her special 
devotion to Mary. 

Another featured speaker is 
Debra Hadley, who will share 
how unfathomable tragedy 
struck her family not once, but 
twice. She will share her journey 
from the depths of despair to 
rediscovering her faith and 
restoring her will to live and to 
reach out to others.  

Featured speaker Father 
Jeffrey Kirby will address our 
Catholic devotion to Mary, 
our Mother, as our powerful 
intercessor and as a model of 
discipleship.   

Dunmore native Megan 
Murphy, a Catholic speaker, 
teacher, and evangelist will talk 
about the Joyful Mysteries of the 
Rosary, which all focus on Our 
Mother, Mary. As each prayer of 
the rosary is said, a candle will be 
lit. When the rosary is completed, 
the room will be aglow with an 
illuminated candlelit rosary.  

Guiding the participants 
through the day will be Olyphant 
native, Natalie Gubala-Magdon, 
founder of the “15 Minute 
Rosary.”

Mass will be celebrated by 
Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, and 
worship artist Molly McManus 
will provide inspirational music 
throughout the day. 

Participants can also enjoy a 
continental breakfast, lunch and 
shopping at the Catholic Vendor 
Marketplace. 

Early-bird registrations are 
now available at $45 per person 
(the price increases to $50 after 
May 29). Student tickets are $20, 
and women religious are welcome 
free of charge. 

Volunteers are always 
needed and those who sign up for 
four hours at the conference will 
receive a free ticket. For more 
information and to register, visit 
cwcnepa.com.

Hundreds of women attended the 2021 Catholic Women’s Conference 
at Marywood University. This year’s conference will be held June 11.
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The Diocese of Scranton is committed to educating our students 
in an environment that is academically excellent and facilitates the 
development of moral judgment and Christian decision-making. We 
are proud to share the following successes of our students in the 
classroom and in their service to others. Each day, our schools are 
fulfilling their mission of preparing today’s youth and young adults 
to become tomorrow’s faith-filled leaders.

The Diocese of Scranton Catholic Schools spend the 40 days of Lent with students strengthening their faith through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  
It all begins with Ash Wednesday where students receive the tangible symbol of the beginning of Lent during the school day.

Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School in East Stroudsburg

Saint Nicholas/Saint Mary School 
in Wilkes-Barre

Holy Redeemer High School 
in Wilkes-Barre

Saint John Neumann Elementary School in Williamsport

Notre Dame Elementary School in East StroudsburgEpiphany School in Sayre

ASH WEDNESDAY
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LENTEN ACTIVITIES
Our students are learning that spiritual growth during Lent can take many forms.  Some students participated in the “The Jared Box Project”, by delivering 81 boxes of “smiles” to 

children who are in local hospitals.  Other students collected items for the guests at “House of Hope”, part of the Sojourner Truth Ministries in Williamsport.  Blessing Bags were filled 
with socks, crackers, tissues, tooth brushes and paste and delivered personally by students.  At another school, students are preparing for their annual Living Stations presentation. 

Good Shepherd Academy in Kingston Saint John Neumann High School in 
Williamsport

Saint Agnes School in Towanda

Mueller Family McDonalds donate $10,000 to Diocese of Scranton Scholarship Foundation

Pictured at the check presentation on Feb. 28, 2022, are, from left: Kristen Donohue, Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools; the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton; Christina Curran, Mueller 
Family McDonalds; and Jason Morrison, Diocesan Secretary of Catholic Education/Chief Executive 
Officer. (Photo/Dan Gallagher)

SCRANTON – Christina Curran of the Mueller Family 
McDonalds presented a $10,000 check to the Diocese of Scranton 
Scholarship Foundation on Feb. 28, 2022.

The donation was a result of the fifth annual Fry Fundraiser 
that kicked off National Catholic Schools Week January 31, 
2022 and ended February 20, 2022.  All sixteen Mueller Family 
McDonald’s participated by donating a portion of every large 
order of french fries sold during that period.  

“We are so grateful to the Mueller family for their generosity 
and continued commitment to supporting families in need. The 
Diocese of Scranton Scholarship Foundation helps students in our 
19 schools experience a Catholic Education and achieve their God-
given potential in an academically excellent, safe, and spiritual 
environment,” Jason Morrison, Diocesan Secretary of Catholic 
Education/Chief Executive Officer, said. 

With restaurants located in Scranton, Wilkes-Barre, 
Shavertown, Mountain Top, Old Forge, Clarks Summit, Dickson 
City, Eynon, Carbondale, Tunkhannock, Honesdale, Allentown 
and Bethlehem, the Mueller Family McDonalds restaurants are 
deeply invested in their communities. 
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Who are your heroes? Which 
person stands out to you as 
deserving such standing in your 
life? When I think of heroes in our 
midst and in the life of the Church, 
I think of missionaries, these men 
and women who often leave the 
comfort and familiarity of their 
homeland and step into places 
and circumstances foreign and 
radically new to them. At times, 
these missionaries willingly go to 
places that are beleaguered by war, 
violence, and persecution, all in the 
name of Christ and His Church.

The date of the publication of 
this latest blurb from me coincides 
with the commemoration of Saint 
Patrick, patron of Ireland (and 
Nigeria, believe it or not). Saint 
Patrick was, by all accounts, a 
prolific figure, but sadly his legacy 
has been one that redounds to the 

acknowledgement that he drove 
snakes from Ireland and that we 
have parades and drink green beer 
on his feast day. There is so much 
more to this saint, this saint who 
was a missionary.

The story of his life begins 
somewhere in the British Isles 
where he was born around 385 AD. 
An interesting and controversial 
piece of trivia of Patrick’s life is 
that he was not born in Ireland. 
Shh, don’t tell my father. I know, 
this is tragic. But what brought 
him to Ireland, brought him back 
to Ireland, and what sustained him 
as one who served the Irish as a 
priest and bishop is much more 
profound than the “scandal” or his 
actual ancestry.

From his  autobiography 
entitled Confessio, we learn that 
at the age of 16, Patrick was 
captured by pirates and sold into 
slavery. Enslaved on the Emerald 
Isle, Patrick was a farmhand that 
cared for animals until his brave 
escape which eventually found him 
reunited with his family. Sometime 
later, Patrick became a priest and 
returned to Ireland as a missionary. 
Herein lies the heroism of this 
saintly man. 

Imagine the personal trauma 
and heavy wounds that would have 
festered years after being kidnapped, 
sold into slavery, and living the life 
of an enslaved farmhand and then 
agreeing — after escaping — to 
return to the very place, to the very 
people that ignored the beauty of his 
own inherent goodness, who abused 
him and used him for personal and 
financial gain. Patrick wanted to tell 
the message of salvation to the Irish 
people. And tell it he did. 

Patrick would then spend the 
remainder of his life and ministry 
in Ireland preaching of the kingdom 
of God, a missionary far from his 
family and homeland, among a 
people who initially maltreated 
him. Once again, this is a time 
for introspection. Remember the 
“Children Go Where I Send Thee” 
image of a few articles back where 
we reflected on the power of God 
to send us to people and places we 
would not ordinarily design for 
ourselves? 

Well, that’s what Patrick did 
and did with a loving and open heart 
to the will of God and out of love 
for the people whose very hearts 
he would direct to the Almighty. 
So we are sent, to neighbors and 
coworkers, to friend and foe, to 
places familiar and foreign, to 
stations far and near. All to bring the 
message of the kingdom, hopefully 
realizing that Christ paves our path 
and walks with us along the way.

If  that’s intimidating or 
hard to accept, worry not. Offer 
the very prayer of Saint Patrick 
which speaks of the ever-present 
companion we have in Christ. He 
may send us to people and places 
difficult to imagine, but He goes 
with us: 

“Christ with me, Christ before 
me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me, Christ above 
me, Christ on my right, Christ on 
my left, Christ when I lie down, 
Christ when I sit down, Christ when 
I arise, Christ in the heart of every 
man who thinks of me, Christ in 
the mouth of everyone who speaks 
of me, Christ in every eye that sees 
me, Christ in every ear that hears 
me. Amen.”
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Bennington and SonBennington and Son

Steeple Work
  (Restoration and New)
Painting
High Pressure Cleaning
Masonry Restoration
Water Proofi ng/Caulking
Roofi ng and Flashing
Metal Fabrication
Fiberglass Work
































INTERIOR

EXTERIOR

Plastering
Painting
Stencil Work
Gold Leafi ng
Refi nishing of Woodwork and Pews
Professional Wall Washing
Marbleizing
Stained Glass Work
   (Restoration and New)

Church Specialists Inc.

Providing church restorationProviding church restoration
services for 75 years.services for 75 years.

MCDADE - CHICHILLA APARTMENTS
230 Lackawanna Avenue, Olyphant, PA 18447

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
• 62 or older, handicapped or disabled

• Apartments designed for the mobility handicapped
Rent based on 30% of your income.

Includes all utilities except cable and telephone.
Telephone: (570) 489-4756

• CLOSE TO ALL AMENITIES •

N.E.P.A. Carpet Care
$30 PER ROOM

Serving Northeast PA

570.591.6414
Deodorizing and Sanitizing Included- INSURED -

Prayer Requests for Priests
The Daily Prayer Request for Priests schedule is as follows: 
March 17, Father Jeffrey Tudgay; March 18, Father John 

Turi; March 19, Father Anthony Urban; March 20, Father Brian 
Van Fossen; March 21, Monsignor Neil Van Loon; March 22, 
Father Joseph Verespy; March 23, Father John Victoria; March 24, 
Father James Walsh; March 25, Bishop Jeffery J. Walsh; March 
26, Passionist Father Mark Ward; March 27, Monsignor William 
Ward; March 28, Monsignor Christopher Washington; March 29, 
Father Seth Wasnock; March 30, Holy Cross Father Jarrod Waugh; 
March 31, Father Donald Williams; April 1, Pope Francis; April 2, 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI; April 3, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera; 
April 4, Father Bryan Wright; April 5, Holy Cross Father Michael 
Wurtz; April 6, Father Clement Kwabena Amankwah Yeboah; April 
7, Father Daniel Yenkevich; April 8, Father Michael Zipay; April 
9, Father Joseph Adonizio; April 10, Priestly Fraternity of Saint 
Peter Father Zachary Akers; April 11, Father Patrick Albert; April 
12, Father John Albosta; April 13, Father James Alco; April 14, 
Father Robert Antonelli; April 15, Father Stephen Asomah; April 
16, Monsignor Thomas Banick; April 17, Father David Bechtel; 
April 18, Father Richard Beck; April 19, Saint Joseph Oblate Father 
Mariusz Beczek; April 20, Jesuit Father John Begley.

Continued from Page 8

Likewise, a diminishing 
number of clergy is another 
significant priority driver. In 
2003, the Diocese of Scranton had 
226 active priests. In 2021, that 
number had dropped below 100 
priests. Because of retirements, 
the Diocese projects that there 
will only be 81 priests in 2025 
and 62 priests by 2030 without a 
significant increase in vocations 
to the priesthood. 

In recognition of all the 
Church of Scranton faces, the 
Diocese has been working with 
Pastors and Parish Pastoral and 
Finance Council members in 
several communities to establish 
new parish linkages to confront the 
changing times. There are various 
reasons why a linkage may be 
established – from the retirement 
of a pastor, to demographic, 
financial or infrastructure reasons, 
or even the overall needs of the 
diocese in regards to where clergy 
are most needed.

Announcements regarding 
new linkages planned for 2022 
have been communicated to parish 
communities in the last several 
weeks. The announcement of a 
new linkage is just the very first 
step in a process that will involve 
the engagement of the laity. 
Whenever a linkage is established, 
there are many questions that will 
need to be examined and choices 
that will need to be made – and 
that is where the involvement of 
each church’s parishioners will be 
relied upon. 

Among the parish modifications 
recently announced are:

• Corpus Christi Parish, 
West Pittston, will enter into 
a linkage with Saint Barbara 
Parish, Exeter, in May 2022. This 
linkage will have a single pastor 
and will become effective upon 
the planned retirement of Father 
Michael E. Finn, Pastor of Saint 
Barbara Parish.

• Saint Mary of the Lake 
Parish, Lake Winola, will join the 

current linkage of Our Lady of 
the Abingtons Parish, Dalton, and 
Saint Patrick Parish, Nicholson, 
in August 2022. All three parishes 
will share one pastor.

• Saints Peter and Paul Parish, 
Towanda, will enter into a linkage 
with Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish, Wyalusing, in August 
2022. This linkage will have a 
single pastor.

• Saint Joachim Church, 
which is currently a worship site 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish, Wyalusing, will become 
a worship site of Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, 
Tunkhannock, in August 2022.

• All Saints Parish, Plymouth, 
will enter into a linkage with 
Saint John the Baptist Parish, 
Larksville, in August 2022. This 
linkage will have a single pastor.

• The Pastoral and Finance 
Councils of Saint Andre Bessette 
Parish, Wilkes-Barre, have begun 
participation in a consultative 
process to determine the best 
path forward given changing 
demographics in its community 
which have resulted in decreased 

Mass attendance and Sacramental 
participation, as well as a large 
debt which has been transparently 
shared with the faithful each week 
in the parish bulletin.

Whenever the need for a new 
linkage occurs, the Diocese makes 
available professionals in pastoral 
formation, financial planning, 
engineering and communication 
to help the new linkage in any 
way that is necessary.

As the Diocese of Scranton 
continues to confront changing 
realities, the bishop told each of 
the parish communities that will 
be involved in a new linkage, 
“While I know change is never 
easy, be assured of my deep 
gratitude for all that you and your 
families have shared, and continue 
to share, in furthering the mission 
of the Church. As you know, our 
mission is to take Christ into the 
world. I am confident that by 
working together we can ‘Go into 
the whole world and proclaim the 
gospel to every creature.’”

For more information 
on Vision 2030, visit 
dioceseofscranton.org.

Vision 2030 highlights realities facing Church of Scranton
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ST. LUCY’S CHURCH
949 Scranton St., Scranton, PA

45th ANNUAL

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30 & THURSDAY, MARCH 31
SERVING:  5:00–8:00 P.M.

TAKE-OUTS:  3:00–5:00 P.M.
(CONTAINERS  PROVIDED)

Cost: $14.00 per person

FOR TICKETS CALL:
Joe (570) 955-7469

or St. Lucy’s Rectory (570) 347-9421

Spaghetti DinnerSpaghetti Dinner

2x5 $118.50
$108.00 for the second run

    Skilled Nursing

    Nursing Aides

    Social Work 

   Pastoral Care

    Registered Dietary

    Physical Therapy

    Occupational Therapy

    Speech Therapy

Home Health, Hospice and
Outpatient Therapy

Training Provided in:

CPR, First Aid and AED

Outpatient Therapy in

 Two Locations:

Sybertsville and The Laurels, Hazletoninfo@maylathhealth.com   email

Home Health, Hospice and
Outpatient Therapy

Your Complete 7-Day Group Rate Includes:
• Roundtrip Motorcoach via MartzTrailways (DVD &WI-FI)
• 2-Overnights enroute & return from South Carolina including Breakfasts
• 4-Nights Deluxe Accommodations @ The Dayton House Resort

(Enjoy a 1-Bedroom Oceanfront Suite with Balcony including living room)
• 4-Full Breakfasts @ Uncle John’s Restaurant at our hotel
• Enjoy a 1 ½ Hour Sightseeing Cruise aboard the Barefoot Princess Riverboat
• AVisit to Brookgreen Gardens
• Visits to Broadway on the Beach & Barefoot Landing
• 4 “GREAT SHOWS”
• Legends In Concert
• Carolina Opry
• Beach Party 60’sTribute
• OneThe Show “Variety Show” @AlabamaTheater
• 4-Great Dinners including: Chesapeake House,

Joe’s Bar & Grill, Chesapeake House & Benjamin’s Calabash Famous
Seafood Buffet

• A Stop @ the Old Post OfficeTowers (enroute down)
• PanoramicTour ofWashington, D.C. (enroute home)
• GoodTimesTravel Club Reception Hosted by Ed & Eleanor Rogers
• AllTaxes & Fees
• Services of aTravelWorldTour Escort

a es: er erson ou e occu anc er erson s n e occu anc
.

na aymen : u us ,

$1095pp
(double occupancy)

435 Green Ridge Street
Scranton, Pa. 18509

570-342-5790

601 Market Street
Kingston, Pa. 18704

570-288-9311
.

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. FALL TOUR
Presents

7-Day Deluxe Tour
SEPTEMBER 17-23, 2017

a
Book Now!
Always a
Sellout.
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$1199 PP
APRIL 24-30, 2022APRIL 24-30, 2022

7-DAY MYRTLE BEACH7-DAY MYRTLE BEACH

DELUXE SPRING TOURDELUXE SPRING TOUR

GREAT TRIP! BUS,

OCEANFRONT

HOTEL,10-MEALS,

4-SHOW, BOAT RIDE

& MORE!

askaskTRAVELWORLDTRAVELWORLD.com.com

4-DAY “SPRING” ATLANTIC CITY TRIP4-DAY “SPRING” ATLANTIC CITY TRIP

$349 PPMAY 1-4MAY 1-4

CALL US FOR DETAILS!CALL US FOR DETAILS! 570.570.342.5790

435 GREEN RIDGE STREET, SCRANTON AT THE UNDERPASS

BUS, 3-NIGHTS @ RESORTS CASINO,
$75 PP MEAL, 30 PP SLOT PLAY

SUMMER 5-NIGHTSUMMER 5-NIGHT

BERMUDA CRUISE SPECIALBERMUDA CRUISE SPECIAL

JUNE 18-23JUNE 18-23

BOOKNOW

$799 PP
PROMENADE STATEROOM

SAIL ABOARD ROYAL
CARIBBEAN’S ADVENTURE

OF THE SEAS
SPEND 2-FULL DAYS
IN BERMUDA !!!

BUS INCLUDED TO THE PIER

AnnouncingAnnouncing
7-DAY PUNTA CANA SUMMER SPLASH7-DAY PUNTA CANA SUMMER SPLASH

ALL-INCLUSIVEALL-INCLUSIVE

$1299 PP
Stay at DREAMS
PALM BEACH

Inclusive including Airfare

$995 PP
JUNE 15-18JUNE 15-18

LOCAL MOOSE TOUR +
HORSE DRAWN CARRIAGE RIDE!

STAY AT THE MOUNTAIN CLUB ON LOON IN LINCOLN NH

MOST MEALS

4-DAY PURPLE4-DAY PURPLE

MOOSE TOURMOOSE TOUR
NewNew
TourTour

JULY 11-18, 2022JULY 11-18, 2022

$4914 PP
SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 1, 2022SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 1, 2022

ONCE IN A LIFETIME BUCKET LIST
VACATION DOMED TRAIN

CALGARY-BANFF-ICEFIELDS-LAKE
LOUISE-KAMLOOPS-VANCOUVER
SPACE LIMITED TO (32), YOUWILL
NEVER SEE THIS RATE AGAIN!

COMPLETE!

CANADIAN ROCKIESCANADIAN ROCKIES

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER TRAINROCKY MOUNTAINEER TRAIN
12-Seats12-Seats
LeftLeft

MustMust
book bybook by
April 1April 1

$2199 PP

QUANTUM OFTHE SEASQUANTUM OFTHE SEAS
AUGUST 14-22, 2022AUGUST 14-22, 2022

VISIT SITKA-SKAGWAY-JUNEAU & VICTORIA PLUS GLACIERS!
PLUS 1-NIGHT IN SEATTLE

1-WEEK ALASKA1-WEEK ALASKA
“GLACIER” CRUISE“GLACIER” CRUISE

Book Now/Book Now/
5-Cabins left5-Cabins left

FROM

(INCLUDING AIRFARE)

Lackawanna County parish enters Lent with 
‘40 Faith Filled Days Celebration’

SCOTT TOWNSHIP – As 
parishioners of Saint John Vianney 
Parish entered the Season of Lent 
this year, they were invited to go 
deeper in their faith by attending a 
“40 Faith Filled Days Celebration.”

Dozens of families turned out 
on March 6 to witness the parish’s 
seventh and eighth grade students 
present the Stations of the Cross, 
present a food donation to Saint 
Francis of Assisi Kitchen as well 
as enjoy a family craft activity 
with an act of fasting, prayer, and 
giving for each day of Lent.

The “40 Faith Filled Days 
Celebration” is just one in a series 
of family-oriented events the 
parish has hosted since its faith 
formation program resumed in-
person classes last year.

“It’s all about gathering God’s 
children together, in love and in 

faith and in trust,” Kristin Travis, 
Director of Faith Formation 
at Saint John Vianney Parish, 
explained. “It’s just so important 
to get our families involved in the 
faith journey of their children.” 

Students who participated in 
the Stations of the Cross – which 
were presented as “Shadow 
Stations” behind a screen – say it 
was a moving experience.

“It’s important to show the 

real presentation of what happened 
to Jesus,” student Gianna Wech 
said. 

Travis encouraged the crowd 
to reflect on the Stations of the 
Cross as they were presented.

“As we begin our solemn 
journey of Lent as a parish 
community, this is a time to 
reflect, reconcile and renew our 
spiritual lives and our relationship 
with Jesus,” she said. 

In the weeks leading up to the 
event, the parish collected more 
than 600 food items to be donated 
to Saint Francis of Assisi Kitchen 
in Scranton. 

Rob Williams, Executive 
Director of Saint Francis Kitchen, 
attended the event to thank the faith 
formation students and parents for 
their efforts.

“The main reason that a 
food collection like the one here 
at Saint John Vianney means so 
much to Saint Francis Kitchen is 
that we’re engaging and involving 
young people in the mission 
of the church,” Williams said. 
“Secondarily, we certainly have a 
need of food – like the jelly, tuna 
and sauce they collected – so we 
definitely have people that are in 
need and can use these items.”

Williams spoke to the students 
about the mission of Saint Francis 
Kitchen and the agency’s goal to 
treat each person that walks through 
the doors with dignity and respect. 

“It’s very moving for me to be 
here and to see these young people 
that are taking their faith seriously 
and that are acting on that faith,” 
Williams added.

Seventh and eighth 
grade students at Saint 
John Vianney Parish in 
Montdale presented 
‘Shadow Stations of the 
Cross’ during a ‘40 Faith 
Filled Days Celebration’ 
on March 6, 2022. 
(Photo courtesy CTV: 
Catholic Television of 
the Diocese of Scranton)
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Serving AllServing All
CatholicCatholic

Cemeteries in Cemeteries in 
NE PANE PA

Stop by to see why we are the
preferred memorial provider.

SELECTION
• Tri-state area’s largest • Over 400 memorials 

on display • More than 25 color choices

QUALIFICATION
• Family owned and operated for over 130 

years • Recommended by more than 15 
funeral homes • Superior workmanship

PRICE
• Buy direct from the manufacturer

• NO MIDDLEMAN!

Looking for theLooking for the
Perfect Monument?Perfect Monument?

1-800-824-5293 1-800-824-5293 •• 570-253-3300  570-253-3300 •• FAX: 570-253-3360 FAX: 570-253-3360

The clear choice 
for all your

memorial needs

www.martincaufi eldmemorialworks.com
mcmwphil@ptd.net

Full Service Granite Company Since 1877



Martin Caufi eld Memorial Works
249 Sunrise Ave., Honesdale, PA 18431Sign up for The Catholic Light’s Weekly E-Newsletter, 

delivered to your inbox every Thursday!
Visit dioceseofscranton.org

   BEDWICK’S
                      Pharmacy & Gifts  Pharmacy & Gifts
SPRING HOLIDAYS SALE!

SATURDAY, MARCH 26TH, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

452 Hazle Street - Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 - 570-823-3818

SAVE 25% on all in-stock gifts & religious items for:
EASTER  •  MOTHER’S DAY • FIRST COMMUNION

CONFIRMATION • BAPTISM • WEDDINGS • BIRTHDAYS
All Gifts, Greeting Cards, Party Goods, & Irish Items Included!

SPEND AT LEAST $50.00 & RECEIVE A SPECIAL GIFT!

‘Road to Resurrecti on’ Lenten series
traveling through Pitt ston area

PITTSTON — The long-standing Lenten tradition of the “Road 
to Resurrection” series of Eucharistic celebrations continues to 
be offered in the Greater Pittston Deanery each week during the 
Church’s solemn season.

Designated Catholic parishes in the area host prayerful stops 
every Wednesday along the annual devotional journey, with the 
weekly Masses offered at 6 p.m. in the various churches.

The remainder of the “Road to Resurrection” schedule is as 
follows: March 23, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Dupont; March 
30, Queen of the Apostles Parish, Avoca; and April 6, Saint Joseph 
Marello Parish, Pittston.

Parish deacons in the Pittston Deanery also are leading Sunday 
Evening Prayer every week throughout the season of Lent. The 
evenings of prayer are hosted at a different church each Sunday at 5 
p.m. and include a Lenten meditation and benediction of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament.

The remaining schedule for the Sunday Evening Prayer services 
includes: March 20, Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish, North 
Pittston; March 27, Queen of the Apostles, Avoca; and April 3, 
Saint Joseph Marello.

All area faithful are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
Lenten program offerings.

September 23-October 1, 2022
$4914 pp/dbl. occ. • Including Airfare

CANADIAN ROCKIES TRAIN VACATIONCANADIAN ROCKIES TRAIN VACATION
Hosted by:

─ SPECIAL PRESENTATION ─
Monday-March 21st • 6:30 pm at Morgan’z Pub & Eatery

Refreshments & Lite fare  •  RSVP to 570-342-5790

CALGARY - BANFF - LAKE LOUISE - KAMLOOPS - VANCOUVERCALGARY - BANFF - LAKE LOUISE - KAMLOOPS - VANCOUVER
ENJOY 2-FULL DAYS ONBOARD THE

GOLDLEAF RAILCAR
Trip Of a Lifetime  -  Bucket List Trip!

( You will never see this Rate Again!)

FOR RESERVATIONS & INFORMATION CALL:
(570) 342-5790 • (570) 288-9311  TOLL FREE  1-800-828-6029

www.asktravelworld.com
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Who makes house calls?
As of October 2015, I will now meet clients either at their home, or at a
location they choose and no longer require clients to meet at my office.
I have decided that I would change the way I meet with people so it will
be as easy and as convenient as possible for the client.
Based on my practice, which consists of estate planning and
administration along with elder law, I find that clients are more
comfortable discussing such matters in familiar surroundings.
While I know this may seem unconventional to some, I believe
I will be able to servr e clients much better in this fashion.
If anyone is uncomfortable with home visits, I have a few locations
where I can meet in an office setting. I look forward to meeting with my
existing clients and especially meeting new clients that are looking for
any assistance in estate or elder law matters.

(570) 901-1254
www.bendicklaw.com

Located in Shavertown
(Covering Luzerne, Lackawanna,

& Wyoming Counties)

Michael
J. Bendick

Attorney At Law

• Guardianships
• Asset Protection Planning
• Medicaid Application Assistance

Settle all estate matters and distribute inheritances.

Utilize all discounts and proper deductions.
Meet all requirements and deadlines.

• Powers of Attorney • Living Wills • Wills
• Trusts Guardianships • Asset Protection Planning
• Medicaid Application Assistance

• Powers of Attorney • Living Wills
• Wills • Trusts Guardianships

 → Enlarged to 3 column by 
6.25 - cost $190.31

The previous size you’ve run in the 
past was a 3x4.75 - cost $147.49

Attorney at Law
279 Pierce Street, Kingston
570.287.1156

Real Estate
Living Wills

Estate Planning & Administration
Municipal Law

A Different
Kind of Lawyer

Jonathan A.  Spohrer

-
,

QUALITY WEAR
FOR MEN AND BOYS

KRANSON’S

MUNDY ST.
WILKES-BARRE
JUST BELOW THE MALL
570-823-8612

FREE ALTERA
TIONS

Get Your Suit for
First Holy

Communion

Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.Mon. thru Sat.-Mon. thru Sat.-Mon. thru Sat.
9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm,9am - 4pm,9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm9am - 4pm

Closed SundayClosed SundayClosed SundayClosed SundayClosed SundayClosed SundayClosed SundayClosed SundayClosed SundayClosed SundayClosed SundayClosed SundayClosed Sunday

HAZLETON — As schools 
begin their spring semesters, 
the Hazleton Chapter of 
Pennsylvanians for Human 
Life, in conjunction with 
their “Voice of John” pro-
life initiative, is delivering its 
respect life message to area 
students.

PHL Chapter President 
Maryann Lawhon produced 
video podcasts geared for 
elementary students as she 
put a pro-life spin on her 
presentations when she took 
part in the annual “Read Across 
America” school reading 

PHL Chapter provides pro-life education programming
campaign celebrating the 
birthday of beloved children’s 
author Dr. Seuss.

Lawhon plans to present 
the podcasts during upcoming 
guest visits at Catholic 
schools in the region, and 
said the pro-life educational 
programming is also available 
to home school and CCD 
classes through the Voice of 
John website.

“The message of respecting 
life can be geared to any 
age group as we talk about 
kindness, fairness, and respect 
as building blocks to affirming 
the sacredness of life,” she 
expressed.

Catherine Riley, a member 
of the Hazleton PHL Chapter 
who has Down syndrome, 
is featured in several of the 
podcasts, stressing to students 
the importance of acceptance 
and recognizing the “other 
abilities” of those with mental 
and physical disabilities.

“It is a great starting point 
to reach out to our youth with 
messages of traditional values 
and affirming the sanctity of all 
human life,” Lawhon stated. 

She further encouraged 
parents and grandparents to use 
the podcasts as an opportunity 
to engage children in the 
dialogue of respect for life.
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THOMPSON TOURS 2022 Trips! 
Visit us at thompsontours.com or 

call us at1-866-484-6677 

5 NIGHT BERMUDA CRUISE ON THE ADVENTURE OF THE SEAS 
June 9-14, 2022 

Sailing from Cape Liberty, New Jersey to Beautiful Bermuda. 
From $989.00 

4 NIGHT CANADA CRUISE ON THE ADVENTURE OF THE SEAS 
June 14-18, 2022 

Sailing to Halifax, Nova Scotia! From $599.00 

9 NIGHT EASTERN CARIBBEAN & BERMUDA CRUISE 
ADVENTURE OF THE SEAS 

June 23-July 2, 2022 
Sailing from Cape Liberty, NJ to Bermuda, St Maarten,, San Juan & 

Labadee*RCCL Private Island.  From $1295.00 

ALASKA CRUISETOURS ON THE QUANTUM OF THE SEAS 
Quantum of the Seas with Fairbanks, Denali & Alaska Gold Rail Service 

July 26-August 8, 2022From $3695.00 per person 

PACIFIC COASTAL CRUISE ON THE SERENADE OF THE SEAS 
eptember 25-October 2, 2022 Departing from: Vancouver Ports of Call: Victoria, British 
umbia • Astoria, Oregon • San Francisco, California • San Pedro (Los Angeles), California 

From $1295.00* air included 

10 NT HAWAII CRUISE ON THE QUANTUM OF THE SEAS 
October 3-13, 2022*3 nights post cruise in Hawaii! 

Departing from: Vancouver , British Columbia Ports of Call: Victoria, British Columbia • 
Lahaina, Maui,Hawaii • Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii 

From $2995.00 *air included! 

LAFLIN — The Oblates of Saint 
Joseph religious congregation 
will host their annual celebration 
of the Solemnity of Saint Joseph 
on Saturday, March 19, with 
Eucharistic liturgies and novena 
devotions in the chapel of Saint 
Joseph’s Oblate Seminary, 1880 
Route 315, Laflin.

Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
will serve as principal celebrant 
of a concelebrated solemn Saint 
Joseph feast day Mass at 11 a.m. 
An earlier liturgy commemorating 
the patron saint’s feast will be 
offered at 8 a.m. in the Oblates 
chapel.

The annual nine-day Novena to 
Saint Joseph hosted by the OSJ 
community continues daily at the 
seminary chapel in anticipation 
of the solemnity celebration on 
March 19.

Novena Masses and devotions 
are offered each day at noon and 7 
p.m. by the Oblate priests serving 
in the Diocese of Scranton.

Prior to the liturgical 
celebrations, the Rosary is recited 
and sacramental confessions are 
heard. Masses are followed by 
novena prayers and include a 

Oblates celebrating Saint Joseph feast day

blessing with the relic of Saint 
Joseph Marello, founder of the 
Oblate religious order.

The daily noon Mass is 
livestream on the Oblates of Saint 
Joseph Seminary Facebook page 
and broadcast on JMJ Catholic 
Radio (98.9 FM).

All faithful are invited to 
participate in the novena devotions 
and feast day celebrations 
honoring Saint Joseph as Spouse 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
Patron of the Universal Church. 

For more information, contact 
the seminary office (570) 654-
7542.

Marian Devotion Ministries 
in the Diocese of Scranton is 
dedicated to promoting prayerful 
devotion to Jesus and Mary through 
recitation of the Holy Rosary.

Prayer rallies and Rosary 
evenings are hosted throughout 
the Diocese and include the Rosary 
with chanted Scriptural mysteries, 
Fatima prayers and hymns.

Upcoming Marian Devotion 
events are scheduled as follows:

Lenten Day of Reconciliation 
honoring the Feast of Saint 
Joseph — March 19, from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Saint Patrick Church, 
Milford. Program will be led by 
Capuchin Franciscan Father Pio 
Mandato with music ministry 

Marian Devotion Rosary 
prayer services listed

provided by Marian Devotion 
Ministries.

Lenten Monday Rosary — 
March 21, from 6 to 7 p.m. at the 
Oblates of Saint Joseph Chapel, 
Route 315, Laflin. Service also 
includes Fatima prayers, Lenten 
hymns, litany and Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy.

Easter Monday Rosary — 
April 18, from 6 to 7 p.m. at the 
Oblates of Saint Joseph Chapel, 
Route 315, Laflin. Service also 
includes Fatima prayers, hymns, 
litany and Chaplet of Divine Mercy.

To host an event or for more 
information, contact Ernie Pappa 
at (570) 241-8171 or email: 
singtomary@aol.com.
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HAULING
WEDOCLEANOUTS.com

Attics to Basements. You Call - We Haul.
Junk Removal - No job too large or small.

1 item or entire estate. Cheaper than a 
dumpster. Senior citizen and Veteran 
discounts. Free estimates. Insured.
PA license #112108  570-687-7687

$16.45 FOR TOP AD / $14.10 FOR BOTTOM
MOLD REMOVAL & CLEANUP

TekPure Environmental LLC
Professional mold remediation. 

Comprehensive site evaluations.
Sampling/testing. Skilled personnel.

Insured. PA license #140395
570-446-5700  www.TekPure.com

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law 

enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee 
or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the matter to law 
enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has 
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual 
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. 

It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese 
is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of 
the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which includes supporting victims 
of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, information regarding 
an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, 
Mary Beth Pacuska at (570) 862-7551.

Aviso al Respecto de Reportar el Abuso Sexual de Un Menor de Edad
Es la norma de la Diócesis de Scranton reportar cualquier alegación de abuso sexual de un 

menor de edad a las autoridades. Si usted es una víctima de abuso sexual cometido por un sacerdote, 
diácono, religioso o empleado laico, o voluntario de la Diócesis de Scranton, usted está obligado a 
reportar el asunto inmediatamente a las autoridades de la ley.

Si algún sacerdote, diácono, religioso, empleado laico o voluntario de la Diócesis de Scranton 
tiene  sospecha de que un menor de edad ha sido sujeto a cualquier forma de abuso, incluyendo 
abuso sexual de menor de edad, el asunto será reportado a las autoridades de la ley.

Es la norma de la Diócesis defender todas las regulaciones civiles y del estado. Al fi n de que la Diócesis 
esté comprometida igualmente a defender las normas del Código de Derecho Canónico y defender los principios 
de la Carta Para la Protección de Niños y Jóvenes (Conferencia de los Obispos Católicos de los Estados 
Unidos), lo cual incluye apoyar a las víctimas de abuso sexual en pos del bienestar emocional y espiritual.

Por eso, información respecto a una alegación del asunto sexual de un menor de edad, debe ser reportada 
a la Coordinadora Diocesana de Asistencia para Las Víctimas, Mary Beth Pacuska, a (570) 862-7551.

Buying Antiques and Estates, Furniture, Wicker, 
Toys, Linens, Quilts, Old Sewing Machines, Old 
Light Fixtures and Lamps, Railroad and Mining Items, 
Bookcases, Bedroom and Dining Rooms, French 
Doors, Radios, Books, Cedar Chests, Anything Old
 OUR 40th YEAR • 570-343-5628

AAA BUYERS6843

1 ITEM OR COMPLETE ESTATES1 ITEM OR COMPLETE ESTATES

570-430-2370

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES WANTED

Post Cards
Books
Military
Mining Items
Tools

Guns
Sporting Items
Glassware
Toys
Clocks

Sewing
   Machines
Light
   Fixtures
Magazines

Old books, postcards, cigarette lighters, 
mining & railroad items, match box toys, all 
antiques & anything old. 570-430-2370.

Buying Antiques and furniture. If you are 
settling an estate, or have any: Gold; 
Silver; Coins; Mining or RR items; Old 
Sewing Machines; Bookcases; B/R or 
D/R Furniture - ANYTHING OLD, please 
give us a call. We have been in the estate 
furniture business since 1972 (no other 
antique dealer in this valley has been in 
business longer) and we do it full time. Com-
plete Estate Cleanout Service-Keystone 
Antiques, Paul L. Cicon. 570-498-6068.

WANTED TO BUY

SCRANTON - Beautiful 3rd fl r apt at 205 
S. Webster Ave. in the Nativity section of 
Scranton. Three large rooms, kitchen & 
bath, stove & refrigerator. Utilities includ-
ed. Laundry room on ground level. Quiet, 
family-operated building. Non-smoking/no 
pets. Credit check & security required. Rent: 
$700/month. Call 570-961-5899.

WANTED TO BUY

Old books, postcards, cigarette lighters, 
mining & railroad items, match box toys, all 
antiques & anything old. 570-430-2370.

Buying Antiques and furniture. If you are 
settling an estate, or have any: Gold; 
Silver; Coins; Mining or RR items; Old 
Sewing Machines; Bookcases; B/R or 
D/R Furniture - ANYTHING OLD, please 
give us a call. We have been in the estate 
furniture business since 1972 (no other 
antique dealer in this valley has been in 
business longer) and we do it full time. Com-
plete Estate Cleanout Service-Keystone 
Antiques, Paul L. Cicon. 570-498-6068.

WANTED TO BUY

SCRANTON - Beautiful 3rd fl r apt at 205 
S. Webster Ave. in the Nativity section of 
Scranton. Three large rooms, kitchen & 
bath, stove & refrigerator. Utilities includ-
ed. Laundry room on ground level. Quiet, 
family-operated building. Non-smoking/no 
pets. Credit check & security required. Rent: 
$700/month. Call 570-961-5899.

WANTED TO BUY

S E R V I C E S

BRIGANTINE, NJ - 5 minutes from Atlantic 
City. Sleeps 2-6 comfortably. Bath and  a 
half, ocean view and pool. Call for rates 
570-839-8694.

VACATION RENTALS

CAPE MAY, NJ - Victorian Accom., avail. 
year round. Walking distance to everything, 
incl. church. V/MC/D accepted. Call Bill
570-690-4608.

OCEAN CITY, MD-Very Reasonable 
Summer Vacation. Beautiful, modern 
1BR condo. Sleeps 4 comfortably. 120th 
& Bayfront/Heron Harbor Isle. 3 outdoor 
pools. Short walk to beach. Quiet streets 
for biking.Book now for greatly re-
duced prices! Linda/John 570-825-6177 

FOR RENT

MYRTLE BEACH CONDO, SC
1st Flr, 2 Bedroom, Ocean View & Pool.

Call for rates 570-961-8509

COCOA, FL-Rental/Possible Sale. Fully 
furnished 2BR, 2Bth condo. Features river 
views, exer. rm, pool & indoor garage. 
Unique restaurants/shops w/in walking dist. 
Ten mins. to beaches, rental req'd, all util's 
included. Call for details 570-344-9440.

OLD PRAYER BOOKS, old missals, old 
& broken rosaries, holy cards and sacred 
vessels. Call 570-784-7468.

HOMES FOR SALEWANTED

NON-SMOKER- 2nd Fl, 3 Rms & Bath $600 
Furnished. Inc. appliances, cable, utilities, 
trash fee, sec/ref Call 342-7995

Plymouth-40 Davenport, 6 car gar. 2 baths, 
large lot, fenced in yard, interior need fi nish-
ing $99,000 570-287-3262.
Nanticoke-83 Honey Pot St. Handyman 
Special, Creek, 4BR $39,900. Hard wood 
fl oors, woods 287-3262

CLEARWATER, FL-2BR, 2Bth, in retire-
ment park w/pool. Near restaurants/shop-
ping/beaches. Call 570-357-6909

LONG BEACH ISLAND, NJ-Lovely 
Brandt Beach Yacht Club area. 4BR Cape 
Now booking fall/summer 570-343-5223.

North Wildwood Beach block Condo
Fantastic location with pool, elevator & 
on-site management. Low fees & taxes 
Personal use or great investment op-
portunity $145,900. Details and photos 
seztwo@verizon.net

FT. MYERS, FL-Now Booking for 2009-10 
Winter Vacations! 3Br, 2Bth condo, pool, 
exc. rm, close to golf/beaches, high spd 
wrless internet inc. Special Deal for Multiple 
Months. Call 287-5836 For more info.

NORTH SCR. - 2nd Fl., 3rms & bath + walk 
up attic, alot of storage, no pets/smoking. 
Stove/ref/kitch/wash/dry/ceiling fans & off st. 
pking., sewer/trash paid. $425 + utilities. 
Call 570-343-3578.

Completely renovated TRIPLEX $200,000. 
(1)-6rms/2 bths, (2)-3rms/bth. Owner Fi-
nancing poss for buyer with subst. down 
pymnt.South Scr. Call 342-7995 for appt.

Don’t Struggle Through Another Winter!
Enjoy Affordable Florida Living at

Meadowbrook…A Retirement
Neighborhood

Locally-owned, Central Florida 
Active Adult Manufactured

Home Community.
New homes from $53,500;

Pre-Enjoyed Homes from $6,995!
Low site rent. Winter Rentals, too.
For details call Jo, 800 949/0284 

www.meadowbrookretirement.com

FLORIDA RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Help for Troubled and Hurting Marriages. 
To inquire please call...

 570-655-1916 or 1-800-470-2230.
ALL CALLS CONFIDENTIAL

WANTED TO BUY
Old books, postcards, cigarette lighters, 
mining & railroad items, match box toys, all 
antiques & anything old. 570-430-2370.

Patrick F. Cioni, M.S., M.A., L.P.C.
Individual & Marriage Counseling. Most 
Insurances Accepted.   570-343-0234.

COUNSELING SERVICES

RETROUVAILLE PROGRAM

MILITARY ITEMS
and Pre WWIl Foreign Currency.

Call 824-1373.

ALL SILVER & GOLD COINS & collections.
Immediate cash payment, large or small 

collections. 570-762-1298
WILL MAKE HOUSE CALLS

GUTTERS Clean, repair, leaf guards, chim-
ney protectors, piping underground, hauling, 
tree's trimmed & cut. Cleaning & hauling 
basements/attics/garage. No job too small or 
too high. Odd Jobs. Free Estimate 287-3262
Leave Mess. Wyoming Valley areas.

SERVICES OFFERED

DRIVER- for all your long distance driv-
ing needs.Travel in the comfort of your 
own vehicle. I am reliable, courteous & 
dependable. Call Stu Abrams 287-1733.
BAGPIPER For Weddings, Funerals or 
Special Occasions: Call 570-857-5153

or pabagpiper@yahoo.com

Lighthouse Catholic Media is forming an 
evangelism team to bring dynamic catholic 
speakers on cd format to parishes, schools, 
organizations, conferences, etc. Can also 
be used as a fund raiser - you decide income 
- can be supplemental or more. Call Carol 
at 570/443-7678

FOR SALE

EVANGELISM

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

Beautiful Pine Creek Home Available for 
Rent, 3 bedroom, front and back decks, 
sleeps 10-12.  Borders the rails to trails, 63 
mile bike path, right next to the water and 
so much more. $700.00/week.  $450.00/
weekend. Call Cheryl @ 570/745-7653, 
leave message if needed.

Hilton Head Harbor Town- beautifully 
frnshd 3BR, 3Bath home. Great room, 
jacuzzi, wet bar, fi replace, & internet. Patio 
overlooks sea marsh & wildlife. Priv. court-
yard & guest house also avail. Pool/Tennis
on sight. Bike or trolley to beach. HT Yacht 
club amenities/Golf inc. Wkly or mnthly
rates. Pic's at www.vrbo.com #147334. 
Call 570-840-9529.

Wallenpaupack Lake Region PA - Snug-
gle into quaint town of Hawley. Effi ciency 
comfortably sleeps 4 - inc. all, priv. pking, 
3 mins to lake & 1 block from shortline bus 
$650/week. Call evenings 570-226-2844.

SERVICES NEEDED
LAKE ARIEL - Live in Aid for elderly 
mother. Must be respectful, caring & have 
background in elder care & references. Call 
Neva 698-0776

MOOSIC - 1 BR, W/D, Stove/Refrig, all util's.
Patio, yard, close to shopping. No pets - no
smokers $650 Call 344-3771

GLENMAURA NATIONAL GOLF CLUB 
Social Membership. Dining, Pool, Tennis, 
Limited Golf $3000. Call 347-6968

There will be a faith sharing meeting 
sponsored by Lighthouse in Scranton, the
second and fourth Sundays of each month,
at 3 p.m., beginning Sunday, July 12.   (Next
meeting is July 26.)  For more information 
- please call 341-5858.

NORTH SCR. - 1st Fl., 5rms, 2 baths, appli-
ances inc., plenty of closet/storage space. 
Gas fi replace, laundry room downstairs, 
large closed in porch, off st. pking., no pets/
smoking. $650 + utilities, sewer/trash incl. 
Security/References. Call 570-343-3578.

FAITH SHARING

HAULING
WEDOCLEANOUTS.com

Attics to Basements. You Call - We Haul.
Junk Removal - No job too large or small.

1 item or entire estate. Cheaper than a 
dumpster. Senior citizen and Veteran 
discounts. Free estimates. Insured.
PA license #112108  570-687-7687

$16.45 FOR TOP AD / $14.10 FOR BOTTOM
MOLD REMOVAL & CLEANUP

TekPure Environmental LLC
Professional mold remediation. 

Comprehensive site evaluations.
Sampling/testing. Skilled personnel.

Insured. PA license #140395
570-446-5700  www.TekPure.com

ADVERTISE IN

The Catholic Light
570-207-2229

Eileen-Manley@DioceseofScranton.org

Care giving and companion. Also shopping 
if needed, cooking, errands, etc. Full or Part 
time. Call 570-876-1571.

SERVICES OFFERED

12 lines - $28.20

TOURS to ITALY
SEPTEMBER: The best from Rome to the Alps 
     OCTOBER: From Rome to Calabria & Sicily

Phone: 800-829-2201 • 1-614-833-5716
email: italiantours@aol.com

www.italianheritagetours.com

Custom-made tours for clubs, churches 
and families are also our specialty

TOURS TO ITALY
SEPTEMBER:

THE BEST FROM ROME TO THE ALPS.
OCTOBER:

FROM ROME TO CALABRIA AND SICILY. 
Custom-made tours for clubs, churches 

and families are also our specialty.  
Call: 800-829-2201 1-614-829-2201

www.italianheritagetours.com
e-mail: italiantours@aol.com

Classified - 9 lines - $21.15

Display 2x2  - $80.00

Hazleton ‘Road to Resurrection’ begins March 21
HAZLETON — The Southern 

Luzerne County Deanery will 
present a “Road to Resurrection” 
Lenten retreat during four 
consecutive evenings next week.

Serving as guest celebrant and 
homilist for the retreat Masses 
will be Very Rev. Richard Burke, 
CP, rector of Saint Ann Passionist 
Monastery and pastor of Saint 
Ann Basilica Parish, both in West 
Scranton.

The “Road to Resurrection” 
series of Eucharistic liturgies and 
homiletic themes will be offered 
Monday through Thursday, 
March 21-24, at the Deanery’s 
Hazleton Church of Saint Joseph 
on Laurel Street. 

The Masses will be celebrated 
each night at 6:30 p.m. and will 
livestream on the parish website at 
www.sscmparish.com. The entire 
devotional retreat will remain 

posted throughout the season of 
Lent for additional viewing.

All faithful are welcome to 
attend this special regional Lenten 
spirituality series. Following each 
evening’s service, several priests 
will be available for sacramental 
confessions in preparation for 
Easter.

Collection offerings will also 
be accepted at the church entrance 
at all Masses.

S&K ANTIQUES
We buy old Christmas & Halloween items,

as well as old toys, old advertising, military, mining & 
railroad items, musical instruments, beer items, lamps

& clocks, sewing machines, watches, jewelry & more. 
WE BUY ANYTHING OLD!

570-954-4023 • FREE APPRAISALS
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The next monthly First 
Friday Reparation Vigil, dedicated 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
sponsored by the Blue Army, will 
be held April 1 at Saint Joseph’s 
Oblate Chapel, 1880 Highway 
315, Laflin (Pittston).

Devotions begin Friday 
evening at 8 p.m. with recitation 
of the Rosary, during which time 
confessions are heard. Mass 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is 
celebrated at 8:55 p.m., followed 
by benediction and exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament and 
consecration to the Sacred Heart.

The vigil continues with 
the crowning of the Blue Army 

Blue Army Reparation Vigil

Pilgrim Virgin Statue, the Blue 
Army Pledge, Fatima prayers 
and Marian hymns, followed by 
litany and consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. The 
vigil concludes with scapular 
enrollment at 10:15 p.m.

Music for the First Friday 
devotion is provided by Marian 
Devotion Ministries, led by Ernie 
Pappa.

Enjoy all-inclusive senior living 

• 24 hour security and professional supervision 
• Assistance with personal care such as bathing  
• Assistance with medications including blood            

pressure, heart rate, & glucose monitoring
• Complete dining service & selective menu
• Local medical transportation
• Weekly housekeeping
• General maintenance
• Social and recreational activities
• Rosary and mass 6 days a week

Call 570.826.6131 ext 6300 to schedule a tour.

Allied Services Meade 
Street Residence
Worry-free senior living

Allied Services Meade Street Residence offers warm, friendly, 
worry-free living for seniors where we care like family. We are a 
trusted, personal care home of choice in Wilkes-Barre. 

Allied Services Meade Street Residence
260 South Meade Street, Wilkes-Barre PA

NEWLY RENOVATED • NEWLY RENOVATED • NEWLY RENOVATED

AVOCA — Father Phil 
Sladicka, pastor of Queen of 
the Apostles Parish, announces 
Knights of Columbus Council 
12967 will sponsor a Lenten 
Day of Spiritual Reflection at the 
Avoca parish on Saturday, April 
2, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Serving as guest priest-presenter 
and leader for the day will be 
Vincentian Father Sylvester 
“Sy” Peterka of the Germantown 
section of Philadelphia.

The program for the spiritual 
Lenten Day opens with a breakfast 
reception at 9 a.m. A morning 
talk will follow, after which there 
will be exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and opportunity for 

Avoca parish hosting Lenten Reflection Day
private prayer/meditation and 
sacramental confessions.

A hoagie lunch will be served 
at noon, followed by the afternoon 
presentation at 2 p.m.  Recitation 
of the Rosary will follow, and 
quiet time and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will also be offered.

The day will conclude at 3 
p.m. with benediction and a 
closing reflection. Participants 
are welcome to remain for the 
celebration of Holy Mass at 4 
p.m. in the parish church. 

All faithful are invited to attend 
the Lenten Day of Reflection by 
contacting the parish rectory at 
(570) 457-3412, or Grand Knight 
Bob Ryzner at (570) 855-2096.

S C R A N T O N  —  T h e 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters 
will continue their monthly 
“Evenings of Prayer with the 
Sisters of IHM” on Wednesday, 
April 6.

The ongoing series of prayer 
devotions celebrates a specific 
theme each month relating to 
IHM history and the religious 
community’s charism.

Due to the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic,  the Evenings of 

IHM Sisters prayer evening on April 6
Prayer are offered on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. via videostreaming. 

Participants may access the 
devotions at: https://video.ibm.
com/channel/ihm-tv.

The theme for the April prayer 
service is: “Our Relationship to the 
Earth.”

For  more  i n fo rma t ion , 
contact the IHM Sisters at (570) 
346-5404 or communications@
sistersofihm.org.
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2x4 - $94.80

─ OCTOBER 5-16, 2022 ─

*ITALY has twice as many vaccinated & 
boosted citizens as the USA

TOUR INCLUDES AIR FROM 
EWR, DAILY BK, 4 DINNERS, 
TOUR GUIDE, ENTRANCE FEES.

Small Group TourSmall Group Tour
of of 

italyitaly

CALL TRANS WORLD TRAVEL @570-344-9784 

Highlights-Rome, Vatican, Florence,
Sorrento, Positano, Pompeii, Venice.

$2995 PP/DBL

STUCKER TOURS
570-655-8458  •  www.stuckertours.com

SOUTH DAKOTA & YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARKSOUTH DAKOTA & YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK  ──  AUGUST 14-27,  20 MEALS  •  $3,099  AUGUST 14-27,  20 MEALS  •  $3,099
Buffalo safari jeep tour, Mount Rushmore, Old Faithful geyser, wild west town of Deadwood,Buffalo safari jeep tour, Mount Rushmore, Old Faithful geyser, wild west town of Deadwood,

Crazy Horse, Chuck wagon dinner and Rodeo, Badlands National Park & much more.Crazy Horse, Chuck wagon dinner and Rodeo, Badlands National Park & much more.

ATLANTIC CITYATLANTIC CITY  ── APRIL 24-26  & OCT. 23-25 •  $289 APRIL 24-26  & OCT. 23-25 •  $289
Resorts Casino accommodations - right on the boardwalk.Resorts Casino accommodations - right on the boardwalk.

$20 Slotplay, $50 Food. Plenty of dining options!$20 Slotplay, $50 Food. Plenty of dining options!

PLUS LAKE TOBIAS WILDLIFE PARK, MACKINAC ISLAND, MI, MYRTLE BEACH, 1000 PLUS LAKE TOBIAS WILDLIFE PARK, MACKINAC ISLAND, MI, MYRTLE BEACH, 1000 
ISLANDS, ATLANTIC CITY 1, 2 & 3 NIGHT PACKAGES, LANCASTER OVERNIGHT & MORE.ISLANDS, ATLANTIC CITY 1, 2 & 3 NIGHT PACKAGES, LANCASTER OVERNIGHT & MORE.

WILDWOOD CREST • 5 MEALS WILDWOOD CREST • 5 MEALS ─ ─ MAY 30-JUNE 2 •  $589MAY 30-JUNE 2 •  $589
VERMONT & NEW HAMPSHIRE • 7 MEALS VERMONT & NEW HAMPSHIRE • 7 MEALS ── JUNE 28-JULY 1 • $799 JUNE 28-JULY 1 • $799

““DAVID” AT SIGHT & SOUNDDAVID” AT SIGHT & SOUND, LANCASTER , LANCASTER ── APRIL 22 • $185 APRIL 22 • $185
   Includes a meal at Shady Maple Smorgasbord with time to shop their Includes a meal at Shady Maple Smorgasbord with time to shop their

gift shop with Amish handcrafts, PA Dutch Foods & collectibles.gift shop with Amish handcrafts, PA Dutch Foods & collectibles.

  FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS CALL 570.288.8849

S  B&
ours

* Per Person - Includes: Airfare, airport 
transportation, taxes, hotel, guided 
tours, meals and more! Based on 
double occupancy with payment by 
cash or check.

.

$3529.00 *

 9 day/7 Night Tour includes: 
Sorrento, the Isle of Ischia, Positano, the 

Amalfi Coast, Mt. Vesuvius and more!

Oct. 17th - 25th, 2022

RESERVE YOUR SEAT FOR OUR 2022 TRIP TODAY!

Italy!Italy!Campaniato

ALL INCLUSIVE!

The Scranton Half Marathon Foundation recently presented Saint Francis of Assisi Kitchen in 
Scranton with two large monetary donations, the first being a check for $13,691 derived from the 
proceeds of the city’s Fall 2021 Half Marathon. Shown in the top photo, Saint Francis Executive 
Director Rob Williams receives a $5,000 contribution from Scranton Half Marathon committee 
members to support the apostolate’s annual Host for a Day Campaign. Pictured with Williams 
are, from left: Tim Rowland, Pat Fricchione, Jim Moran, Gary Jones, Dr. Tom Minora, Matt 
Byrne, Ted Zwiebel, Owen Worozbyt, Saint Francis Advisory Board President Melissa Pavlowski, 
Mike McCormick, Matt Hunter and Jason Geadrities. The bottom photo depicts members of the 
administrative staff of State Correctional Institution (SCI) at Waymart who recently volunteered 
their time and efforts to serve a day’s meal for the Saint Francis Kitchen patrons.

Kitchen benefits from gifts of time & treasure

KINGSTON — The Slovak 
Heritage Society of NEPA will 
host the celebration of a Lenten 
Slovak Hymn Sing & Traditional 

Slovak Lenten program March 27 in Kingston
Stations of the Cross in Slovak 
on Sunday, March 27, at Saint 
Ignatius Loyola Church, 339 
Maple Ave., Kingston.

All faithful are welcome to 
join in the congregational singing 
of Slovak Lenten hymns that 
will open the program at 2 p.m., 
followed by prayerful mediation 
of the sorrowful Stations in the 
Slovak language.

The words and translations of 
the rich hymnology, along with 
program booklets for the Stations 
of the Cross, will be provided to 
those in attendance.

Facial masks are encouraged 
for all participants, and the church 
is wheelchair accessible via 
elevator. Refreshments will be 
available following the service.

TOURS to ITALY
SEPTEMBER: The best from Rome to the Alps 
     OCTOBER: From Rome to Calabria & Sicily

Phone: 800-829-2201 • 1-614-833-5716
email: italiantours@aol.com

www.italianheritagetours.com

Custom-made tours for clubs, churches 
and families are also our specialty

TOURS TO ITALY
SEPTEMBER:

THE BEST FROM ROME TO THE ALPS.
OCTOBER:

FROM ROME TO CALABRIA AND SICILY. 
Custom-made tours for clubs, churches 

and families are also our specialty.  
Call: 800-829-2201 1-614-829-2201

www.italianheritagetours.com
e-mail: italiantours@aol.com

Classified - 9 lines - $21.15

Display 2x2  - $80.00
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CTV: CATHOLIC TELEVISION
MARCH SCHEDULEMARCH SCHEDULE

330 Wyoming Ave.
Scranton, PA 18503
(570) 207-2219

PROGRAM TITLES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.  WWW.DIOCESEOFSCRANTON.ORG

SUNDAY    MONDAY    TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY   SATURDAY  
12:00: AM SUNDAY MASS 

(Encore) 
1:00 AM (1:10AM) LITANY OF 

THE SACRED HEART
1:30 AM

2:00 AM
LIVING DIVINE MERCY

2:30 AM
THEY MIGHT BE SAINTS EWTN GALLERY EWTN GALLERY EWTN GALLERY EWTN GALLERY EWTN GALLERY

3:00 AM
REAL LIFE CATHOLIC LIFE ON THE ROCK BATTLE READY FINDING ALL THINGS 

IN GOD

4:00 AM
METANOIA SIGNS OF LIFEE GOSPEL GLIMPSES BOB AND PENNY 

LORD WEB OF FAITH 2.0 SAVORING OUR 
FAITH

4:30 AM
 SUNDAY BEST WITH 

FR GROESCHEL
JOURNEY THROUGH 

THE SCRIPTURES
PAPAL 

AUDIENCE(4:15)
MATTHEW'S 

TESTIMONY TO JESUS METANOIA ICONS

5:00 AM
THE REFORMATION EWTN BOOKMARK THE CHURCH 

UNIVERSAL REFLECTIONS (5:15) CATHOLIC 
BEGINNINGS

5:30 AM
WHERE GOD WEEPS CATHOLIC VIEW FOR 

WOMEN LIFE IS WORTH LIVING CATHOLIC SPHERE CATHOLICS        
COME HOME

6:00 AM ANGELUS WITH POPE 
FRANCIS

6:30 AM
THE HERESISIES G.K. CHESTERTON CHURCH AND THE 

POOR LENTEN REFLECTIONS SAINTS VS                       
SCOUNDRELS

THE CHOICES WE 
FACE

EWTN RELIGIOUS 
CATALOGUE

7:00 AM STATIONS OF THE CROSS CHAPLET OF ST. MICHAEL

7:30 AM
7:50 AM LITANY OF BLESSED 

VIRGIN MARY
LITANY OF THE HOLY 

NAME
LITANY OF ST. 

JOSEPH
LITANY OF THE 

PRECIOUS BLOOD
LITANY OF SACRED 

HEART
8:00 AM

9:00 AM (9:20AM) LITANY OF    
THE SACRED HEART

9:30 AM EWTN ROSARY 
FRANCISCANS

SUNDAY BEST WITH 
FR. GROESCHEL

THE ROAMIN' CATHOLIC

10:00 AM
RELIGIOUS CATALOG IMAGE OF GOD

10:30 AM
CHOICES WE FACE LIVE WITH PASSION            FOCUS

CTV STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS

LENTEN 
REFLECTIONS

11:00 AM OFOD/LENTEN 
EVENING PRAYER

ST ANN'S WEEKLY 
NOVENA

MUSIC AND THE  
SPOKEN WORD

LENTEN EVENING 
PRAYER 

AT HOME WITH                                 
JIM AND JOY

11:30 AM EUCHARISTIC 
JOURNEY

THE SEVEN 
SACRAMENTS

THE EUCHARIST
SACRAMENTS 

THROUGH THE AGES
PRIESTHOOD OF 
JESUS CHRIST

BOB & PENNY LORD 
PRESENT

12:00 PM

12:30PM

1:00 PM (1:20PM) LITANY OF     
THE SACRED HEART

EWTN RELIGIOUS 
CATALOGUE

1:30 PM
AT HOME                 

WITH JIM & JOY PRO LIFE WEEKLY AT HOME                  
WITH JIM & JOY

CHOICES WE 
FACE/OFOD

DOMINICAN SISTERS 
OF MERCY

2:00 PM CTV STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS

2:30 PM      LENT:A SEASON OF 
GRACE                 STATIONS OF CROSS

3:00 PM

3:20 PM
3:30 PM THE ROSARY FROM 

LOURDES
ROSARY FROM 

LOURDES

4:30 PM
SAVORING OUR FAITH IMAGE OF GOD MY CATHOLIC FAMILY TRUTH IN THE HEART CAT CHAT MY TIME WITH JESUS

5:00 PM
SUNDAY PASSIONIST 

MASS EWTN BOOKMARK THE CHOICES WE 
FACE

EWTN RELIGIOUS 
CATALOGUE POLISH CATHOLIC THEY MIGHT BE 

SAINTS
GRAB YOUR 
CATECHISM

5:30 PM SUNDAY MASS FROM ST. 
PETERS CATHEDRAL SIGNS OF LIFE

6:00 PM THE MIRACLE 
HUNTER

6:30 PM LIFE IS WORTH LIVING CATHOLIC SPHERE LIVING DIVINE MERCY VATICANO THE WILL OF GOD WALSINGHAM STORIES

7:00 PM

7:30PM THE HOLY ROSARY

8:00 PM (8:20) LITANY OF SACRED 
HEART

OFOD OR SPECIALS    
(CAN BE 90 MINUTES)

8:30 PM
CATHOLICS COME HOME LENTEN EVENING 

PRAYER
9:00 PM

LIFE ON THE ROCK

9:30 PM HOLY ROSARY W 
MOTHER ANGELICA                 

WEEKLY NOVENA
TO ST. ANN

THE CHOICES
WE FACE FOCUS LIVE

WITH PASSION
WEEKLY NOVENA

TO ST. ANN
10:00PM PRO-LIFE WEEKLY LIFE ON THE ROCK

10:30 PM
DEFENDING LIFE ICONS SPOTLIGHT

11:00PM
CATHOLIC BEGINNINGS BATTLE READY LONG RIDE HOME LENTEN REFLECTIONS REAL LIFE CATHOLIC LENT: A SEASON OF 

GRACE
11:30PM CATHOLIC VIEW FOR 

WOMEN EWTN BOOKMARK

EWTN NEWS  IN 
DEPTH

DOMINICAN SISTERS

 DAILY MASS    (Encore)

                                                                                 HOLY LAND ROSARY  

THE DAILY MASS  FROM  ST.  PETER'S  CATHEDRAL,  LIVE AT 12:10 p.m.
"DIOCESAN DATEBOOK" airs before and after Mass.

EWTN DAILY MASS 
(Encore)

LIVING RIGHT WITH 
DR. RAY

THE WORLD OVER 
(Encore)

HOLY ROSARY WITH THE FRANCISCAN MISSIONARIES OF THE ETERNAL WORD

THE WORLD OVER 
(Encore)

MOTHER ANGELICA 
LIVE CLASSICS

       AT HOME WITH JIM AND JOY (Call in thurs)

    EWTN GALLERY
EWTN NEWS NIGHTLY (Encore)

AT HOME WITH JIM 
AND JOY

SPECIALS

4:00 PM

SUNDAY MASS ST. 
PETER'S CATHEDRAL

SCRIPTURE AND 
TRADITION         
(ENCORE)

VATICANO

  LIVE ADORATION FROM EWTN CHAPEL

EWTN NEWS IN-DEPTH

THE HOLY ROSARY
SUNDAY VIGIL MASS 

ST. PETER'S 
CATHEDRAL

EWTN ON LOCATIONSCRIPTURE AND 
TRADITION

THE CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY IN SONG

THE DAILY MASS  FROM  ST.  PETER'S  CATHEDRAL,  (Encore)

SUNDAY MASS (Encore)

MOTHER ANGELICA 
LIVE

EWTN LIVE (ENCORE)

CATHOLIC TELEVISION: DIOCESE OF SCRANTON        
CTV SCHEDULE for  ● MARCH 2022 

JAMES BRENNAN, MANAGER  570-207-2219
CTV LOCAL ORIGINATION IS BOXED IN BOLD BORDER, OTHER PROGRAMMING IS FROM EWTN

DAILY MASS

THE JOURNEY HOME 
(Encore)

EWTN LIVE                   
(Encore)

SUNDAY MASS (Live)

LENTEN PARISH MISSION
EWTN RELIGIOUS 

CATALOGUE

EWTN ORIGINAL PRODUCTIONS

EWTN LIVE
(Encore)

LIVING RIGHT WITH 
DR. RAY

3:30AM

DAILY MASS  (Live)

EWTN SPECIALS

THE HOLY ROSARY THE HOLY ROSARY 

THE CHAPLET OF ST. MICHAEL

FR SPITZER'S UNIVERSE

WOMEN OF GRACE 
HOUR LONG

WOMEN OF GRACE

FR. SPITZER'S 
UNIVERSE

THE DAILY MASS  FROM  ST.  PETER'S  CATHEDRAL,  (Encore)

LIVING RIGHT WITH 
DR. RAY

THE WORLD OVER 
(Live)

EWTN CINEMA

EWTN NEWS IN 
DEPTH

DAILY MASS

EWTN SPECIALS

THE JOURNEY HOME 
(Live)

SCRIPTURE AND 
TRADITION  (ENCORE)

THE WORLD OVER 
LIVE (ENCORE)

EWTN LIVE

EWTN NEWS NIGHTLY (Encore)

SUNDAY MASS

DIOCESAN DATEBOOK

(6:15) LENTEN EVENING 
PRAYER FROM 

ST.PETERS CATHEDRAL

THE JOURNEY HOME

EWTN NEWS NIGHTLY (Live)

SPECIALS

IN CONCERT

CTV STATIONS OF 
THE CROSSDIOCESAN DATEBOOK

FR. SPITZER'S 
UNIVERSE

CALLED TO 
COMMUNION

WOMEN OF GRACE 
HOUR LONG

WOMEN OF GRACE

Deacon Bill Behm said his homily for a recent weekend liturgy 
at Saint Andrew Parish in Wilkes-Barre “didn’t stand a chance” 
as soon as he was upstaged by 18-month-old parishioner Eleanor 
Carr. Little Eleanor, much to the delight of the Mass-goers, just 
had to join Mom — Saint Andrew cantor Ashley Carr — on the 
altar during the deacon’s sermon. Later, with her baby girl in 
one arm while leading the congregation in song with the other, 
the parish’s newest cantoring duet made their debut. As the 
perfectly timed photo above reveals, Eleanor relished her new 
role and certainly got into the act. None in attendance enjoyed the 
performance more than Deacon Bill — especially since he was the 
one who baptized the “toddler cantor” a year and a half ago.

Cherubic Cantor debuts
‘...and a child shall lead them’

The seventh “Be A Catholic Man” Catholic Men’s Conference in 
the Diocese of Scranton is planned for Saturday, Oct. 8, from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Holy Redeemer High School in Wilkes-Barre. “Be Not 
Afraid” will be theme for this year’s conference, dedicated to the 
patronage of Saint Joseph. The event will feature national Catholic 
speakers who will challenge all men – single, married and ordained – 
to live virtuous lives in a secular world.  For more information, contact 
Michael Kilmer at (570) 746-0100 or michaelkilmer71@gmail.com. 
Further details will be forthcoming.

Conference organizers pictured above are, first row from left: Jim 
Bondo, Ed Niewinski, Bill Leandri, Mike Kilmer, Father Brian Van 
Fossen, Dennis Shovlin, Joe Adcroft and Raphael Micca. Second 
row: Henry Pospieszalski, Dr. Lou Guarnieri, Tony DePaola, Ralph 
Marino, John Witkowski, George Hayden and Joe Alinoski.

Catholic Men’s Conference October 8
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Print, Mail, Fulfillment & Promotional Items

www.pdqprint.com

BUILDING YOUR BRAND
570.343.0414 • Taylor, PA 18517

LOOKING FOR A CD ALTERNATIVE?
6 Year Fixed Annuity

6 Year Term

3.15%
$5000 Minimum 

Tax Deferred
 Surrender Charge (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%, Yr3-4%

Yr4-3%, Yr5-2%, Yr6-1%)
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1

Park 2 Annuity
2 Year Term

2.25%
$1000 Minimum

Tax Deferred
Surrender Charges (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%)

10% Free Withdrawal per Year
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1, 12012010

“FOR GOD 
& NATION”

FIRSTFIRST
CATHOLIC CATHOLIC 
SLOVAKSLOVAK
UNIONUNION

Michael J. Ricci, CRPC
P.O. Box 100, Olyphant, PA 18447

800-324-2890

Plans provide full withdrawl at the end of the stated term.
Rates are subject to change. Annuity contracts issued by First Catholic 
Slovak Union, a fraternal benefit society founded in Cleveland, OH in 
1890. Not available in all states. Not FDIC or NCUSIF Insured. 

Helping to take the mystery out of your financial future

•                                             •

Nicholas J. Colarossi, CRCNicholas J. Colarossi, CRC
College Planning • Retirement Planning
www.njcinvestments.com • 570-586-5030
Securities offered through Leigh Baldwin & Co., LLC. Member FINRA/SIPC

INVESTMENTS
N J C

®

Catholic Happenings Around the DioceseCatholic Happenings Around the Diocese

Apostleship of Prayer
Papal Intention for April 2022

For Health Care Workers ––
We pray for health care workers who serve 

the sick and the elderly, especially in the poorest countries; 
may they be adequately supported by governments 

and local communities.

Final “40 Days for Life” 
Pro-Life Rosary Gathering — 
MARCH 17-APRIL 8, offered 
for the special intentions of an 
end to abortion and closure of the 
Planned Parenthood location in 
Wilkes-Barre; Rosary is prayed 
each weekday, Monday thru 
Friday, at 10 a.m. in front of the 
offices of Planned Parenthood, 
101 North Main St., Wilkes-
Barre. The pro-life campaign 
draws attention to the evil of 
abortion through prayer & fasting, 
constant vigil, and community 
outreach.

Fifth Annual Lenten Pierogi 
Sale — MARCH 17-APRIL 
8, sponsored by Saint Catherine 
of Siena Parish in Moscow; 
homemade pierogi are prepared 
fresh daily and frozen for pick-up. 
Featuring potato cheese pierogi: 
$8/baker’s dozen (13) and $15/
two baker’s dozen; cabbage 
pierogi: $9/baker’s dozen and 
$17/two baker’s dozen. Orders 
may be placed and picked up 
after all weekend Masses and 
weekdays, Monday thru Friday, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Final day for 
order pick-up is April 8. To place 

orders, call Jan at (570) 842-2325, 
Mary Ann at (570) 842-4960, or 
Betty Ann at (570) 842-6195.

Gift Card Raffle Fundraiser
— MARCH 17-APRIL 17, 
sponsored by the Youth/Young 
Adult Ministry of Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross Parish in Hanover 
Township; numbered tickets 
on month-long raffle calendar 
matching the PA Lottery Evening 
drawing win $75 or $25 in gift 
cards. Raffle tickets cost $20 
each; all tickets are eligible to win 
16 special drawing prizes. Easter 
Sunday grand prize drawing 
includes $750 in gift cards. Raffle 
drawing chances may be ordered 
online at www.exhc.org or by 
calling (570) 328-4004.

Lenten Fridays Fish Fry
— MARCH 18, APRIL 1 & 
8, sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus Council 12572 in 
Scranton; take-out sale of fish 
dinners held on designated 
Fridays in Lent from 5 to 8 p.m. 
at the Basilica of St. Ann, 1233 
Saint Ann St., West Scranton. 
Dinner cost: adults, $10; children, 
$8. Tickets may be purchased at 
Scrantonknights.com or the St. 
Ann’s gift shop.

Annual Saint Joseph Day 
Breakfast — MARCH 20, hosted 
by the Women’s Society of St. 
Joseph Melkite Greek-Catholic 
Church, 130 N. Saint Frances 
Cabrini Ave., West Scranton (off 
lower Jackson Street); breakfast 
is take-out only from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Menu includes eggs, 
homemade pancakes, home fries, 

olives, honey-baked ham, and 
breads. Cost: adults, $10; children 
(ages six to 10), $6. Traditional 
St. Joseph Bread available in two-
loaf packages for $5. Pre-orders 
preferred by contacting melkite.
scranton@gmail.com or by 
calling (570) 343-6092 or (570) 
468-0529. Walk-ins welcome; 
tickets at the door.

Sunday Parish Breakfast
— MARCH 20, hosted by St. 
Eulalia Parish, 214 Blue Shutters 
Road, Roaring Brook Township; 
serving from 8:30 a.m. to noon in 
the parish hall. Cost: adults, $10; 
students, (ages six to 12), $7; and 
children (ages five & younger), 
$5. All payment types accepted.

Weekly Novena Devotion 
to Saint Anthony of Padua — 
MARCH 22-JUNE 7, hosted by 
Our Lady of Hope Parish, 40 Park 
Ave., Wilkes-Barre; 13-week 
Saint Anthony Novena devotion 
held on consecutive Tuesday 
evenings, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
in the parish church. Novena 
theme: “Life & Spirituality 
of Father Walter Ciszek, S.J., 
Servant of God.” All faithful are 
welcome; for more information, 
call (570) 824-7832.

Lenten Taizé Prayer — 
MARCH 24, hosted by St. 
Joseph Marello Parish at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 
237 William St., Pittston; Lenten 
prayer service in song begins at 
7 p.m. Performance will feature 
Cantores Christi Regis of King’s 

Continued on next page
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Joe Bunevicius & Doug Kneiss
- Over 45 Years Experience -

Offi ce Hours:
8:00 to 4:30 M-F

8:00 to 12:00 SAT

1230 Sanderson Ave., Scranton • 570-347-9453 • Fax: 570-347-3074

MULDOON WINDOW, DOOR & AWNING CO.MULDOON WINDOW, DOOR & AWNING CO.

Specializing in Awnings, Canopies, Specializing in Awnings, Canopies, 
Carports, Patio and Porch Enclo-Carports, Patio and Porch Enclo-
sures, Custom Storm Doors, Storm sures, Custom Storm Doors, Storm 
Windows, Replacement Windows, Windows, Replacement Windows, 
and Screen and Glass Repair.and Screen and Glass Repair.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
SA

IN
T 

FRANCIS of ASSISI KITCH
EN

ANNU A L  C A M PAIG

N

Up to 200 men, women and children rely on Saint Francis of Assisi Kitchen for a 
daily meal, food for their household, and clothing to keep warm.

These services include the daily midday meal and three evening suppers at the 
Kitchen in Scranton as well as weekly meals in Carbondale and Olyphant at parish 
locations and high-rise housing buildings. The Kitchen also operates the Saint 
Francis Client-Choice Food Pantry and the Saint Francis Free Clothing Store. 

All of this is only possible through the dedicated service of our staff and volunteers, 
and your generous financial support for the annual Host for a Day campaign. 
For a donation of $100 or more, an individual, a family, a business, a community 
organization or faith-based group can help sponsor a day’s meal at the Kitchen and 
be recognized as a “host” of that meal.

Now more than ever, our brothers and sisters 
in need are relying on us for help. Thanks to the 
generosity of individuals and organizations in 
our community, Saint Francis of Assisi Kitchen 
continues to serve the most needy among us with 
hot, nutritious meals each day.

All past contributors to the campaign are receiving 
an appeal directly from the Kitchen through the 
mail. Donations can also be made by:

YOU Can Feed People In Need!

The culmination of the campaign will be marked with a Virtual Celebration consisting 
of a pre-recorded program. The release date will be Wednesday, April 27, at 6 p.m. on 
www.facebook.com/stfranciskitchen. Those who would like to sponsor the Virtual 
Reception are asked to call the Kitchen at 570-342 5556.

Calling the Kitchen at 570-342-5556, online atCalling the Kitchen at 570-342-5556, online at
www.stfranciskitchen.orgwww.stfranciskitchen.org

or sending a check to: Saint Francis of Assisi Kitchen,or sending a check to: Saint Francis of Assisi Kitchen,
500 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 18509.500 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 18509.

Members of Knights of Lithuania Council 143 in Pittston celebrated 
the recent Feast of Saint Casimir with a Mass on March 6 at 
Saint John the Evangelist Church. A luncheon in the Monsignor 
Bendik Center followed the service. Council 143 members and 
clergy pictured are, front row from left: Saint Joseph Oblate 
Father Jackson Pinheiro, celebrant; Ron Voveris, Mary Claire 
Voveris, Judy Stodolny, Marilyn Fitzgerald, Janice Perfetto, 
Amelia Schultz (junior member), Eileen Kelly, Janet Palladino, 
Jean Mihalick, Rob Kiska and Rosemarie Butera. Second row: 
Joe Francik, Mike Loncoski, Dennis Palladino, Cathy Shulna, 
Mary Portelli and Camille Stanis. Third row: June Supey, Ruth 
Wnuk, Sylvia Waxmonsky, Deacon Dave Marx, Don Waxmonsky 
and Greg Wolovich Jr.

Saint Casimir feast celebrated in Pittston

Catholic HappeningsCatholic Happenings
Continued from previous page

College, Wilkes-Barre, under the 
direction of Robert Yenkowski. 
All are invited to attend.

.
Marywood Chamber Singers 

Concert — APRIL 1, hosted at 
St. John the Evangelist Parish, 35 
William St., Pittston, as the first 
performance of a concert series 
sponsored by the Pittston parishes 
of St. John’s and St. Joseph 
Marello; concert begins at 7:30 
p.m. in St. John the Evangelist 
Church. Musical program will 
include Samuel Barber’s “Agnus 
Dei” and the choral arrangements 
of other classical composers; 
Marywood Chamber Singers are 
under the direction of Dr. Rick 
Hoffenberg. All are invited to 
attend.

Lenten Friday Fish Dinner 
— APRIL 1, sponsored by St. 
Joseph the Worker Parish in 
Williamsport; dinners are take-
out only and cost $12 each. 

Dinners sold and available for 
pick-up at 720 West Fourth St., 
Williamsport, from 4 to 6:30 p.m.

Take-Out Lenten Food 
Sale — APRIL 8, sponsored 
by Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross Parish, 420 Main Road, 
Buttonwood, Hanover Township; 
take-out only sale held from 2 to 
6 p.m. in the parish hall. Menu 
items include: pagach, $3 per 
slice; Manhattan clam chowder, 
$10/quart; and halushki, $7/
quart. All orders must be placed 
in advance and pre-paid by April 
1. Contact www.exhc.org or call 
(570) 824-5941.

Designer Purse Bingo — 
APRIL 30, sponsored by St. Ann 
Basilica Parish in West Scranton; 
doors open at 5 p.m. at St. 
Stanislaus PNCC Youth Center, 
530 E. Elm St., Scranton. Games 
begin at 6 p.m.; event includes 20 
games, specials, theme basket and 
cash raffles. Tickets cost $25, in 
advance; $30, at door.
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Paying  on the spot
for U.S./German/Japanese:

Medals, Uniforms, Helmets, Hats, Armbands, Flags,
Daggers, Swords, Bayonets, Knives, Pistols, Rifles,

Equipment, Pictures, Letters, Currency, Coins, etc…  

Contact Sam at (570) 814-8287
Please leave a message if I’m unavailable.

(I am a private collector not a dealer and would be honored to purchase
your military souvenirs to display in my collection.)

MAILING LABEL - Please be sure to enclose this label with any address changes
and mail to The Catholic Light, 330 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA 18503

The Catholic LightRectory, Set, Cook! highlights 
priests’ culinary talents

SCRANTON – The 
competition in the kitchen is 
heating up!

Less than two weeks after the 
launch of ‘Rectory, Set, Cook!’ 
– a culinary clash featuring 30 
“pastor chefs” from the Diocese 
of Scranton – more than $100,000 
has already been raised.

Each participating priest 
has a video featuring himself 
preparing a treasured family 
recipe or something he swiped 
off the internet. All of the videos 
are available to the public – and 
anyone can vote for their favorite 
recipe or pastor.

Each vote costs $10, with $5 
going to the parish of the pastor 
chef and the other $5 going to 
anti-hunger initiatives sponsored 
by Catholic Social Services of the 
Diocese of Scranton.

At the beginning of his video, 
Monsignor David L. Tressler, 
pastor of Saint Ignatius Loyola 
Parish in Kingston, noted the 
importance of supporting the work 
of Catholic Social Services. With 
the help of his niece, Monsignor 

Tressler made Pineapple Upside-
Down Cake.

“We continue to be so 
conscious of wanting to serve 
those who are less fortunate and 
in need of food. The Diocese of 
Scranton has a rich heritage of 
taking care of those in need,” 
Monsignor Tressler said. “We’re 
very happy to be a part of this.”

Donors are able to vote for 
as many recipes or pastors as they 
wish. They can also contribute 
any dollar amount they wish, as 
long as it is over $10. 

“We are incredibly grateful 
for the outpouring of community 
and corporate generosity that has 
already taken place in the first few 
days of this event,” Sandra Snyder, 
Director of Foundation Relations 
and Special Events, said. 

Each of the “pastor chef” 
videos is unique and engaging. 

After explaining several 
times that “fat is flavor” while 
cooking up an hour-long meat 
sauce, Father Seth Wasnock 
showed his culinary prowess by 
using several-foot-high-flames 

when making bananas Foster for 
dessert.

Some, on the other hand, 
didn’t have as much success. 
Father Brian J.T. Clarke not only 

burned bread crumbs but missed 
ingredients for a salad dressing 
he attempted to make. Father 
Jonathan Kuhar didn’t fare any 
better by mistaking salt for sugar 

Father Joseph Mosley, pastor of Saint Peter Parish in Wellsboro and 
Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish in Elkland, is one of 30 ‘pastor chefs’ 
participating in Rectory, Set, Cook!, a virtual fundraiser for parishes 
and hunger programs of Catholic Social Services. Father Mosley made 
homemade pierogi for his recipe. (Photo/Eric Deabill)

Father John C. 
Lambert, pastor 
of Saints Peter 
& Paul Parish in 
Plains, cooked up 
one of his favorite 
recipes, an Irish 
Guinness Stew for 
his participation 
in the Rectory, 
Set, Cook! 
fundraiser.

in his recipe for cream puffs.
In addition to donor 

participation, support for Rectory, 
Set, Cook! is provided by the 
program’s Executive Chef 
Sponsor, The Hawk Family 
Foundation, and 14 other sponsors 
who helped the program get off 
to a strong start. Sponsorships 
are still being accepted and 
sponsors can also be featured in a 
commemorative cookbook that is 
expected to come out in May. 

To view all of “pastor chef” 
videos, visit diocesescranton.org 
and click on the “Rectory, Set, 
Cook!” icon on the homepage.

Voting will continue through 
midnight April 10, with winners 
announced April 11.
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