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I 
 am pleased to announce that Mary Clare Hall-
man has been hired as the new Diocesan Secre-
tary for Parish Life. Mary Clare was selected 

from a number of highly qualified candidates fol-
lowing an extensive nationwide search process. She 
has expressed an eagerness to begin her new role in 
the Diocese of Scranton and is expected to begin full
-time on January 3, 2022. 

For the last eight years, Mary Clare has been serving as Director of Evangelization 
in the Diocese of Syracuse. In that position, she has worked closely with both cler-
gy and lay leaders, forming relationships and building trust, in an effort to create 
vibrant parishes and form disciples of Jesus Christ. She is keenly aware of the 
many obstacles that parishes face and has been successful in collaboratively im-
plementing innovative solutions.  

Prior to her work at the diocesan level, Mary Clare also served for five years in 
parish ministry as Director of Evangelization & Catechesis at Saint Charles/Saint 
Ann Parish in Syracuse. During that time, she assisted in implementing a parish 
strategy for conversion and discipleship that was inclusive of adults, children and 
youth. Mary Clare holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of 
California, Irvine, and a master’s degree in theology from Augustine Institute in 
Denver, Colo.  

Mary Clare’s skills and qualifications will be a tremendous asset to the Office for 
Parish Life and all of our parishes – especially as we continue our long-range pas-
toral planning process in the Diocese of Scranton. She shares the Diocese of Scran-
ton’s mission of calling all the baptized to imitate the servant leadership of Jesus 
and to enter into a personal relationship with Him. 

I hope you will join me in welcoming Mary Clare Hallman to our Diocesan staff. I 
know she will share her contact information with you when she officially joins our 
team in early 2022. 

 
From Bishop Bambera’s Email Message  
to the Priests of the Diocese of Scranton 

on November 4, 2021 



 

“I CALL us to be servant leaders who are people of the WORD, preaching, teaching,  
evangelizing and cherishing the Gospel message throughout our entire lives.” 
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Formed 
Unlimited Access to Life-Changing Catholic Content 

We are excited to announce our third webinar with 
Formed. Don Walter will join us as the host of “Journey 
Into Lent With FORMED.” We all know that Lent is a 

time of sacrifice, but have you 
considered that one of the best 
sacrifices we can make can be to 
devote ourselves to growing in 

the Faith and in relationship with Jesus Christ. Find out 
how you can make this happen this Lent for the people 
you serve. FORMED is filled with options to bring your 
people together around the Faith. Please join us! This 
webinar will take place on Wednesday, January 26th at 
11:00AM. 

For more information about Formed, please contact 
Jacki Douglas at  jdouglas@dioceseofscranton.org (570)
207-2213 x-1100. 

Synod on Synodality 

Calling all Catechetical Leaders and DREs!  The Diocese 
of Scranton looks forward to listening to your voice as 
we journey forward in this Synod process. 

Join Jen Housel as our special guest to speak about the 
Synod on Synodality. Jen will help our parishes to un-
derstand and move forward with the synod process and 
is ready to answer your questions. Please join us on 
Tuesday, December 14th at 11:00AM. Watch your email 
for the link to this meeting.   

Bishop’s Youth Awards 

March will be here before we know it and it is time to 
request your nominations for the Bishop’s Youth 
Awards. Please take the time to carefully consider 
which students in your eighth and twelfth grade 
programs will best represent the spirit and intent of 
this award for your parish or school community. 

The awards will be celebrated at a host parish in the 
four different regions of the diocese listed below. 

 Monday, March 28 at 7:00pm—Eastern Region— 
St. Matthew Parish, East Stroudsburg  

 Wednesday, March 30 at 7:00pm—Northern Region—
Cathedral of St. Peter, Scranton  

 Monday, April 4 at 7:00pm—Southern Region—     
St. Jude Parish, Mountain Top  

 Wednesday, April 6 at 7:00pm—Western Region— 
St. Joseph the Worker Parish, Williamsport  

Watch your email the week of February 14th for the four 
nomination links to each region for you to nominate 
your students for this award. Nominations will be due 
in by March 7th.  

Remote Networking Meetings 

We are excited to continue our Remote Network Meet-
ings for DREs, and Youth Ministers. These meetings will 
keep with the focus that we began at the onset of the 
pandemic. We will center on Lifelong Faith Formation 
through Catechesis, youth ministry and parish life 
whether virtually or in person. Members of the Office for 
Parish Life team will be on hand to lead our discussions 
and to keep all parishes well-informed of upcoming 
events. We would love to have every parish represented. 
So we invite each of you to join us every other week at 
11AM. Our upcoming meeting dates are Tuesday, Decem-
ber 14th and Wednesdays, January 12th and January 26th. 
For more information, please contact Jacki Douglas. 

Family Faith Formation Workshop 
Build your own family faith formation program     
with our help. 

Announcing a New Family Faith Formation Program for 
Diocese of Scranton Parishes: 

Leading Families Home Through Faith Formation 
 Designed for Catechetical Leaders 

Presented by Tom East  

Join Tom East for the second workshop for catechetical 
leaders and teams to promote the vision and practice of 
Family Lifelong Faith Formation in the Diocese of Scran-
ton. This workshop will provide instruction for lifelong 
faith formation, an experience of a faith festival, and all 
the tools for implementation in your parish. 

 This second of three workshops is scheduled for Satur-
day; February 26, 2022 from 9:00AM-3:00PM at the 
Diocesan Pastoral Center in Scranton. It is going to be 
a great day! Watch your email to sign up for the registra-
tion link. The cost for the day is $30. Lunch and all neces-
sary materials will be provided.  

Please contact Jacki Douglas for more information. 

Rooted in the Cross Retreat 
Save the Date—April 1-2, 2022  

“Rooted in the Cross” is a retreat for DREs, Lay Ministry 
Candidates, Youth Ministers and other catechetical lead-
ers. As you work to provide meaningful experiences for 
the faithful of your parish, it is the desire of the Office for 
Parish Life to accompany you on your journey.  We want 
to provide you with retreats, resources, workshops, and 
support to help encourage you as you work to make dis-
ciples of Christ. At the retreat we will gather for prayer, 
reflection and fellowship. More details to follow. For 
questions, contact Jacki Douglas, Director of Word and 
Lifelong Faith Formation, Office for Parish Life jdoug-
las@dioceseofscranton.org  (570) 207-2213, ext. 1100. 

mailto:jdouglas@dioceseofscranton.org
mailto:jdouglas@dioceseofscranton.org
mailto:jdouglas@dioceseofscranton.org
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“I CALL us to be servant leaders who WORSHIP our God  
and celebrate the Sacraments in union with the universal Church.”   

Liturgical Guidance for Christmas 2021 
The following liturgical guidance for the Christmas season 
was sent to pastors and parish life coordinators and is re-
printed here for your information.     

 Any of the current diocesan guidance regarding public 
Masses during the COVID-19 pandemic will also apply 
to parish observances during the Christmas season. 
For reference, the current COVID-19 guidelines can be 
located here. If there are any updates prior to Christ-
mas, they will be communicated to you. 

 Celebrating an earlier Christmas Vigil Mass, which was 
permitted last year, is not foreseen for this year unless 
something quite unexpected surfaces relative to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As of now, the earliest time that 
the Christmas Vigil Mass may be celebrated is 4:00 
p.m. on Friday, December 24, 2021. 

 Parishes can hold Christmas Masses in larger spaces 
such as a nearby gymnasium or auditorium and/or are 
encouraged to utilize any available overflow areas 
(church basements and halls, etc.) available to them to 
livestream Mass broadcasts to avoid overcrowding in 
churches. Parishes should continue to be sensitive to 
the overall time that people are gathered in church for 
Christmas Masses. 

 Since Christmas falls on a Saturday this year, it is not 
recommended that parishes celebrate a Vigil Mass for 
Sunday (Feast of the Holy Family) on Christmas even-
ing. 

 Because the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God 
(January 1) falls on a Saturday this year, the obligation 
to attend Mass is abrogated, however, a reduced Holy 
Day schedule could be considered on New Year’s Eve 
and New Year’s Day. If a parish chooses to celebrate 
a Vigil Mass for Sunday (the Solemnity of Epiphany 
of the Lord) in the evening on New Year’s Day, the 
proper orations for the Vigil of Epiphany and readings 
for Epiphany would be used at that Mass since it is a 
higher-ranking feast than the Solemnity of Mary, the 
Mother of God.  

 Parishes may plan holiday events, fundraisers and 
other activities, but should continue to be cautious, 
keeping health and safety as a top priority – especially 
if the event is indoors. Planning should remain flexible 
and parishes should make sure COVID-19 safety pro-
tocols are in place. Risk factors that parishes should 
consider include: the number of COVID-19 cases in the 
community, the setting and length of the event and the 
number of people expected. Any event that might take 
place in a Diocesan Catholic School is subject to guide-
lines established by Pennsylvania Department of 
Health and the Catholic Schools Office. 

Extraordinary Minister of Communion 
Training Session 

Mark your calendars now because the Office for Parish 
Life will offer an all-day training session for new Extraor-
dinary Ministers of Communion at the Diocesan Pastoral 
Center in Scranton on Saturday, January 22, 2022 from 
9:00AM to 2:30PM at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 
Scranton.  There is no fee for the training and lunch 
will be provided.   To register, please fill out the EMHC 
Training Registration Form or call the Office for Parish 
Life at 570-207-2213.   

Online Liturgy Network Meetings 

Beginning in 2022, the Office for Par-
ish Life and the Scranton Chapter of 
the National Association of Pastoral 
Musicians (NPM) will begin to offer 
monthly online liturgy network meet-
ings on the first Monday or Tuesday 
of each month.  These virtual meet-
ings are geared towards those who coordinate parish 
liturgy—priests, deacons, parish life coordinators, liturgy 
directors, music directors and RCIA coordinators—but 
are open to anyone interested in promoting the celebra-
tion of the sacred liturgy.  The sessions will give partici-
pants the opportunity to share best practices, express 
concerns, ask questions, and receive updates on diocesan, 
national and universal liturgical norms.  The 2022 sched-
ule for the Online Liturgy Network Meetings is as follows: 
 

Tuesday, January 4 at 6:30PM 
Monday, February 7 at 6:30PM 

Tuesday, March 1 at 6:30PM 
Monday, April 4 at 6:30PM 
Tuesday, May 3 at 6:30PM 
Monday, June 6 at 6:30PM 
Tuesday, July 5 at 6:30PM 

Monday, August 1 at 6:30PM 
Tuesday, September 6 at 6:30PM 

Monday, October 3 at 6:30PM 
Tuesday, November 1 at 6:30PM 
Monday, December 5 at 6:30PM 

 

There is no need to register for the meetings.  Parishes 
will be sent a link to the monthly meeting along with 
summary of the liturgical updates.  All those registered 
on the Scranton NPM email list will also receive the link 
to the monthly meeting.  If you are not on the Scranton 
NPM email list, you can register by visiting the Scranton 
NPM website at www.ScrantonNPM.com.   

For more information, please contact David Baloga at da-
vid-baloga@dioceseofscranton.org or at 570-207-2213, 
ext. 1158. 

https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Updated-Guidelines-for-Mass-Beginning-August-6-2021.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsxs2vyeucFSIrHJkZherkwivy03Jsx921wvqxSMOV2cbgUg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsxs2vyeucFSIrHJkZherkwivy03Jsx921wvqxSMOV2cbgUg/viewform
http://www.ScrantonNPM.com
mailto:david-baloga@dioceseofscranton.org?subject=Online%20Liturgy%20Network
mailto:david-baloga@dioceseofscranton.org?subject=Online%20Liturgy%20Network
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“I CALL us to be servant leaders who build COMMUNITY  
through hospitality, respect, inclusion and holiness.” 

2022 PreCana Day of Reflection Dates 

Though we sincerely hope that all 2022 PreCana Classes 
will occur as scheduled, that will be dependent upon 
pandemic safety guidelines and the comfort of ministry 
volunteers and class attendees at the time of each class.   

Classes listed as “To Be Determined (TBD)” are planned 
and expected to be held in-person.  Only if conditions 
warrant, the class may be offered online instead, at the 
same date/time. 

*To be eligible to participate in an online class, each cou-
ple must have use of a functional camera and microphone. 

 Sat., Jan. 15, online* 
 Sat., Feb. 19, Dickson City (or possibly online) - TBD 
 Sun., Mar.  13, Scranton (or possibly online) - TBD 
 Sat., Apr. 2, online* 
 Sat., May 14, Wilkes-Barre (or possibly online) –TBD  
 Sat., June 4, Duryea (or possibly online) - TBD 
 Sun., July 10, online* 
 Sat., Aug. 13, White Haven (or possibly online) – TBD  
 Sat., Sept. 10, Montoursville (or possibly online) - TBD  
 Sat., Oct. 15, online* 
 Sat., Nov. 5, Dickson City (or possibly online) - TBD 
 Sun., Dec. 11, Scranton (or possibly online) – TBD 

Mental Health and Well-Being         
during the Holiday Season 

The holiday season can be an especially difficult time to 
cope with isolation, grief, addictions, and mental health 
struggles.  Please discern about ways your parish and you 
can reach out to those who may be struggling this year. 

Many resources can 
be accessed on our 
Diocesan Website 
relating to grief and 
other struggles. 

Resources available 
that are more specif-
ic to alcoholism and 
other substance-use issues are: Catholic in Recovery and 
The Twelve Steps and the Sacraments: A Catholic Journey 
through Recovery.  

The Association for Catholic Mental Health Ministers of-
fers many resources to assist with mental health strug-
gles.  For additional resources or questions, please reach 
out to Jen Housel, Director for Community and Family De-
velopment (jhousel@dioceseofscranton.org, 570-207-
2213 x 1104). 

 

Synod on Synodality 
The Diocese of Scranton has officially launched the listening phase of the Synod 
on Synodality.  Details, resources (available in both English and Spanish), as well 
as informational webinars for this three-pronged approach to listening to the 
many voices of the faithful in the Church of Scranton can be found on the dioce-
san website at this link.  While the synod survey and phone line can be accessed 
on the diocesan website, all parishes are highly recommended to offer a parish gathering that integrates prayer and 
reflection in discussing the ten 
themes of the Synod.  The dioc-
esan listening phase will adhere 
to the timeline on the right.   

To help prepare pastors, parish 
life coordinators and parish 
delegates for this process, the 
Diocesan Synod Team will offer 
a series of webinars, each lasting approximately one hour, and taking place on the following dates and times: 

 Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at 2:00PM—Synod Introductory/Informational Webinar 
 Thursday, December 9, 2021 at 6:00PM—Synod Outreach/Gatherings Webinar 
 Monday, December 13, 2021 at 11:00AM—Synod Introductory/Informational Webinar 
 Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at 4:00PM—Synod Outreach/Gatherings Webinar 

To register for any of these webinars, please click here or visit the Synod on Synodality page on the diocesan website.  
You must register at least one hour before the scheduled session in order to receive the webinar login information.   

As always, the Office for Parish Life is ready to assist you every step of the way in the process.  Please contact us at 
synod@dioceseofscranton.org for more information, and pray for the fruitfulness of this synodal journey!   

https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/grief-support/
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/family-life/family-support/
https://catholicinrecovery.com/about/
https://www.amazon.com/Twelve-Steps-Sacraments-Catholic-Recovery-ebook/dp/B071VM77PR
https://www.amazon.com/Twelve-Steps-Sacraments-Catholic-Recovery-ebook/dp/B071VM77PR
https://catholicmhm.org/ministry-links
mailto:jhousel@dioceseofscranton.org
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/synod-on-synodality/synod-resources-for-parish-leaders/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFH01fnN9i6N1lL3gHy1X1pOTO3M468LVD5WskYe2j9YqGdA/viewform
mailto:synod@dioceseofscranton.org?subject=Synod%20on%20Synodality
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“I CALL us to be servant leaders who engage in SERVICE to our neighbors  
near and far and who work for justice and stewardship to hasten the Reign of God.”   

International Day of Migrants             
December 18 

More than 80 million people are living displaced 
from their homes. People without shelter are most at 
risk for exposure to serious illness like COVID-19. This 
Advent, on International Day of Migrants, ensure all peo-
ple forced to live on the move can exercise their right 
to lead dignified lives and thrive. Together, let us 
pray and take action: https://www.crs.org. 

Be of Service This Holiday Season 
The generosity of St. Nicholas was often expressed 
in the giving of gifts. Consider purchasing gifts for 
the less fortunate in your community or making a 
donation this season. Join us in making Christmas 
special for local children and families in need! Con-
sider supporting one of the ministries below: 
 Saint Vincent de Paul Kitchen and Food Pantry, 

Wilkes-Barre 
 Catholic Social Services Food Pantry, Carbon-

dale – (570) 282-0460  
 Nativity Place Food Pantry, Scranton – 640 

Hemlock St, Scranton. 
 Saint Joseph Food Pantry, Hazleton – (570) 455-

1521 
 Be sure to check out if your parish, or a neigh-

boring parish,  hosts a Giving Tree 

Christmas Movie Classics 
Looking for a classic Christmas movie to watch with 
your family? Check out this list: https://
catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-
christmas-movies/  

Happy Birthday, Pope Francis           
¡Papa Francisco, Feliz Cumpleaños # 85!  

On December 17th, our Holy Father, Pope Francis cele-
brates his 85th birthday! Join in celebrating our Holy Fa-
ther by offering a prayer him and our Church. 
 

O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful,  
look favorably on your servant Francis,  

whom you have set at the head of your Church  
as her shepherd;  

Grant, we pray, that by word and example  
he may be of service to those over whom he presides  
so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care,  

he may come to everlasting life.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 

Virtual Learning Community             
for Faith Formation 

Start the new year off fresh by 
enrolling in a new learning 
session through the Universi-
ty of Dayton’s Virtual Learn-
ing Community for Faith For-
mation! Cycle 1 classes run January 17 - February 19, 
2022 (Registration closes January 12). Courses include 
many options in English and Spanish, such as: On the Call 
to Holiness (Gaudete Et Exsultate); Our Hearts Were Burn-
ing (Sem); RCIA: A Process of Conversion, Catechesis and 
Community; Introducción a la Espiritualidad Cristiana; 
Introducción al Liderazgo para el Ministerio; La Familia 
como Iglesia Doméstica; Moral Cristiana. Visit https://
vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/ to view the calendar of 
courses and to register! 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnacflm.us3.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d3c306d46ccf5145482a4dc3e0%26id%3de2592996f7%26e%3d426bf30263&c=E,1,eeGRTuuPQZsPD53dc7WHsaLcXEzKXDSuSwzML2lgemeOYNq2Qwpa2USq7VI4HmntVsg9nP7AB_IQisgeSA39Vz39xBw
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/css/st-vincent-de-paul-kitchen/
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/css/st-vincent-de-paul-kitchen/
https://catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-christmas-movies/
https://catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-christmas-movies/
https://catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-christmas-movies/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/
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Diocesan Secretary for Parish Life:   

Director for WORD and Lifelong Faith Formation: Jacki Douglas 

Director for WORSHIP: David Baloga 

Director for SERVICE and Mission: Shannon Kowalski 

Coordinator for Pilgrimages: Fr. Andrew Hvozdovic 

Director for COMMUNITY and Family Development:  Jen Housel  

 Coordinator for Ecumenical/Interfaith Relations: Msgr. Vincent Grimalia 

Coordinator for Lay Ministry Formation: Kitty Scanlan 

Coordinator for Hispanic Ministry: José Flores 

Consultant for Pastoral Council Development: Ann Marie Cawley 

Diocesan Pastoral Center Manager: Kitty Scanlan  

Administrative Assistant: Jennifer Andres          

O P L  T E A M  M E M B E R S  

Office for Parish Life 
330 Wyoming Ave. 

Scranton, PA 18503 
phone: 570-207-2213   

fax: 570-207-2204 
oplgeneral@dioceseofscranton.org 

www.dioceseofscranton.org  
 

Hazleton - Parroquia Anunciación 
 

Diciembre 3 - 11  
6:30 p.m. Rosario  

7:00 p.m. Misa  
 

Diciembre 12  
12:00 p.m. Misa  

 
Hazleton - Parroquia Santo Nombre 

de Jesús 
 

Diciembre 12  
12:00 p.m. Misa 

 
Jermyn - Parroquia Sagrado Corazon de Jesus y Maria  

 

Diciembre 12  
12:00 p.m. Misa (Recepción después de Misa)  

 
Meshoppen - Parroquia San Joaquín  

 

Diciembre 12  
3:00 p.m. Misa (Recepción después de Misa)  

 
Scranton - Parroquia San Juan Neumann  

 

Diciembre 3-11  
Novena 6:30 p.m. 

 

Diciembre 12  
3:00 a.m. Procesión desde la Catedral de San Pedro has-

ta la Iglesia San Juan Neumann 
 

4:30 a.m. - 6:30 a.m.  Mañanitas con Mariachi  
 

6:30 a.m. Misa con Mariachi  
 

1:00 p.m. Misa con el Obispo Bambera 
Recepción después de Misa en el Gimnasio  
(Baile de Chinelos en misa y en el gimnasio)  

 
 

East Stroudsburg - Parroquia San Mateo  
 

Novena  
Sábados 7 p.m. en la Iglesia  

 

Diciembre 1  
5:00 p.m.  Recibimiento de Antorcha Guadalupana  

Estacionamiento de la Farmacia Rite Aid - 128 North 
Courtland St, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
6:00 p.m. Misa en la Iglesia de San Mateo  

(Recepción después de Misa)  
 

Diciembre 2 
12:45 p.m.Despedida de Antorcha Guadalupana  

Punto de partida Iglesia San Mateo. Debe registrarse 
con anticipación para reservar espacio en el auto-

bús.  Cupo limitado. 
 

Diciembre 11  
7:00 p.m. Vigilia (Santísimo Expuesto)  

11:00 p.m. Mañanitas  
 

Diciembre 12  
2:00 p.m. Misa (Recepción después de Misa)  

 
Wilkes Barre - Parroquia San Nicolas  

 

Diciembre 11  
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Vigilia (Oración y Danza)  

 

Diciembre 12  
5:00 a.m. Mañanitas (Almuerzo después de las Mañanitas)  

3:00 p.m. Procesión comenzando en 368 Old River Road, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 

5:00 p.m. Misa con el Obispo Bambera 
(Recepción después de Misa)  

 
Williamsport - Parroquia San Bonifacio  

 

Diciembre 12  
4:30 p.m. Misa (Recepción después de Misa)   

 

CELEBRACIONES GUADALUPANAS 2021 

https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofScrantonOfficeforParishLife/
http://dioceseofscranton.us15.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=c6fe752e7dc9c6e3255d87528&id=f6eb23a0a9
https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofScrantonOfficeforParishLife/
http://dioceseofscranton.us15.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=c6fe752e7dc9c6e3255d87528&id=f6eb23a0a9

