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In-Pew Commitment Weekend for
Diocesan Annual Appeal is Oct. 16 & 17

Parishioners across the Diocese of Scranton are being asked to make a gift
to the 2021 Diocesan Annual Appeal this weekend.
The weekend of Oct. 16 & 17 is designated as In-Pew Commitment
Weekend. Pledge envelopes have been mailed to the homes of all

parishioners and everyone is asked to return the envelopes to their parish
offertory this weekend.
If anyone has not received a pledge envelope, they can use the form
included in this week’s The Catholic Light or can visit annualappeal.org to
make a safe, secure online donation.
Gifts to the 2021 Diocesan Annual Appeal have a significant impact to help
diocesan ministries serve an increasing number of people in need and
provide opportunities to offer programs and services in different ways in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
For More Information About In-Pew Commitment Weekend for the 2021
Diocesan Annual Appeal

Social Justice grant from Diocesan Annual
Appeal supports Saint Ann parish food pantry

For nearly 18 years, the food pantry at Saint Ann Basilica Parish has been
meeting the needs of its community.
“It started out slow in 2004 and ever since it has been growing and
growing,” co-founder Dennis Yanchik said.
The West Scranton parish recently received a Social Justice Grant from the
Diocesan Annual Appeal to make sure all clients are able to receive
assistance. Every parish in the Diocese of Scranton can apply for a Social
Justice Grant to address important needs in their community like parish
food pantries.
“The Diocesan Annual Appeal is a fantastic endeavor,” Yanchik added. “It’ll
help us purchase items that we’re low on. We can do a lot of things with it
and we do a lot of things with it to help other people.”
Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light

Pro-life efforts in Tioga County boosted by
Diocesan Annual Appeal funds

Since opening its doors in the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic, Heart of
Tioga has already served more than 100 women seeking help with
ultrasounds.
“We wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for the community,” Sharon Quimby,
Executive Director, Heart of Tioga, said. “All of our donations, everything,
all of our support is from the community so we couldn’t exist.”
Parishioners of Holy Child Parish in Mansfield quickly embraced the
mission of Heart of Tioga. The Pregnancy and Parenting support center
specializes in helping women deal with pregnancy-related issues by
providing alternatives to abortion.
Holy Child Parish uses funding from the Diocesan Annual Appeal to
support its parish Health Ministry Committee – which includes many of its
pro-life activities.
“To help a mom get through this piece is a gift to us, and a gift to them and
a gift to these children because we want these children. We want them to
have the babies,” Laurie Coffee, a Holy Child parishioner, said. “We want
them to have the support they need to not feel like they’re alone once they
have the babies.”
Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light

Diocese of Scranton synod effort begins Oct. 17

Pope Francis wants to hear your thoughts and dreams about the Catholic
Church.
The Holy Father is inviting Catholics who are already involved in church
life – as well as those who may be on the margins or who have left the
church – to voice their ideas and concerns about issues that are important
to the Catholic Church today.
The pope is calling for the church to practice “synodality,” that is listening
to – and hearing – one another in all facets of church life.
The process launches Oct. 17 in dioceses worldwide. On Oct. 10, Pope
Francis celebrated Mass in Saint Peter’s Basilica to officially open the 2023
Synod of Bishops preparatory phase.
The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, is inviting the
faithful of the Diocese of Scranton to join him in an Opening Mass for the
Synod of Bishops on Oct. 17 at 10:00 a.m. at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in
Scranton.
The Diocesan Mass on Oct. 17 will begin a local listening process in the
Diocese of Scranton that will take place over the next six months.
Click Here For More Information on the Sunday's Opening Mass

By listening to Holy Spirit, synod can be
process of healing, pope says

A synod calls on everyone to become experts in “the art of encounter” in a
way that is uplifting and transformative, Pope Francis said, formally
opening the process leading up to the assembly of the Synod of Bishops in
2023.
“Celebrating a synod means walking on the same road, together” just like
Jesus did – encountering, listening and discerning with all who one meets,
the pope said in his homily at the Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica Oct. 10.
“Are we prepared for the adventure of this journey? Or are we fearful of the
unknown, preferring to take refuge in the usual excuses: ‘It’s useless’ or
‘We’ve always done it this way?'” he asked.
Some 3,000 people attended the Mass, including the 270 people —
cardinals, bishops, priests, religious and laypeople — invited to the day of
reflection in the Vatican Synod Hall Oct. 9.
Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service

Service projects bring parish communities
together and make an impact

From cleaning up a cemetery to making birthday bags for children who
visit a soup kitchen, more than 165 people throughout the Diocese of
Scranton participated in various service projects on the weekend of Oct. 2
and 3.
Parish and school groups arranged service opportunities in their
communities as part of the “Scranton Serves” initiative. Organized by the
Diocesan Offices for Parish Life and Vocations, the weekend of service
challenged people to put their faith into action in tangible ways.
Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light

Pittston parish hosting 64th Saint Jude
Novena

Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish will host its 64th Annual Novena to Saint
Jude, patron saint of hopeless cases and things despaired of, at Saint Mary,
Help of Christians Church, 535 N. Main St., Pittston, beginning Tuesday,
Oct. 19, and concluding on the Feast of Saint Jude, Thursday, Oct. 28.
Mass, homily, Novena prayers and veneration of the relic of Saint Jude will
be held Monday through Friday at noon and 7 p.m. Saturday devotions are
offered at noon and 4 p.m.; Sundays at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Recitation of the Rosary and Confessions precede all Novena devotions,
except on Sunday.
Click Here to See a Listing of Novena Homilists

Read the full Oct. 14 edition of
The Catholic Light

Read the Full Oct. 14 edition of The Catholic Light

Parish festivals to continue well into fall

Even though October is almost half over, a number of parishes across the
Diocese of Scranton are still holding events to bring their communities
together.
The Diocese of Scranton's Communications Office has a list of all
remaining bazaars and fall festivals that have been submitted.
To View the Full Listing of Parish Bazaars, Picnics and Festivals
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