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4 Catholic Schools stress safety protocols for beginning of new academic year
S C R A N TO N  –  Wi t h 

the first day of school quickly 
approaching, the Diocese of 
Scranton’s Office for Catholic 
Schools is unwavering in its 
commitment to protect the health 
and safety of all students, faculty, 
staff and administrators.

“Last year provided all of 
us the opportunity to achieve 
what many others did not – the 
ability to open our doors and 
maximize the amount of in-
person learning – because we 
worked together in following 
thoughtful health and safety 
protocols that resulted in minimal 
interruptions,” Jason W.S. 
Morrison, Secretary of Catholic 
Education/Chief  Executive 
Officer, and Kristen Donohue, 
Superintendent of Catholic 
Schools, wrote in a letter to 
parents on Aug. 13, 2021.

Using the latest guidance 
from the Centers for Disease 
C o n t r o l  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n , 
Pennsylvania Departments of 
Education and Health, American 
Academy of Pediatrics and 

the Children’s Hospital of 
Pennsylvania Policy Lab, the 
Diocese developed protocols for 
all of its 19 Catholic Schools to 
follow this coming year for in-
person instruction.

“Of critical importance is 
the knowledge we all have from 
living through this pandemic 
that the environment can change 
quickly,” the administrators 
wrote. “We will be responsive 
to those changes as the situation 
improves or worsens in our 
communities. This includes every 
layer of mitigation and may 
require decisions to be adjusted 
on short notice.”

Like last year, high touch 
surfaces will be cleaned and 

sanitized frequently in every 
building and hand sanitizer will 
be available in hallways, near 
entrances and other high-traffic 
areas. In classrooms, desks will 
be placed at a minimum of three 
feet apart. 

For the second year in a row, 
parents will be asked to complete 
a daily health questionnaire at 
home before their child arrives 
at school – and temperatures of 
students, faculty, staff and visitors 
will be taken when they enter a 
building. 

Schools will make every 
effort to monitor for COVID-19 
related symptoms and have 
specific guidance for dealing with 
any potential cases. 

Mask requirements will be 
determined in accordance with 
the county transmission metrics 
in which a particular school is 
located. When a county is classified 
as having moderate, substantial or 
high transmission, all individuals 
will be required to wear masks 
indoors. When a county is in a low 
community transmission rate for 
at least two weeks, masking may 

Prayer to Begin a 
New School Year

Blessed are you, Lord God,
Creator of body and mind and heart;

you have sent the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge
to guide your people in all their ways.

At the beginning of this new school year
we implore your mercy:

bless the students, teachers, and staff of our 
Catholic Schools and religious education programs,
that together we may grow in faith, hope, and love

as we learn from you and each other
how to follow your Son Jesus.

Expand the horizons of our minds,
that we may grow in wisdom,

understanding, and knowledge;
deepen our commitment to seek the truth of your 

ways; 
and enliven our faith to reach out to those in need.

Glory and praise to you, Lord God,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus forever and ever.

Amen.

return to optional.
“We all long for a full 

return to normalcy, but must do 
so safely. We need to partner 
together to work through these 
ever-changing times. With your 
help and patience, we will achieve 
that return together. We were 
successful last year, and will be 
again this year,” Morrison and 
Donohue wrote in their letter.

The hallways at Saint John Neumann Elementary School in 
Williamsport were quiet over the summer but will soon be filled with 
students as the new academic year begins. (Photo/Eric Deabill)

Diocese releases guidelines for faith formation programs
SCRANTON – With parishes 

across the Diocese of Scranton 
already planning the 2021-2022 
faith formation year, the Diocese 
of Scranton released guidelines on 
Aug. 13 that parishes should follow 
to prioritize the safety and health 
of all students, parents, staff and 
volunteers.

Parishes continue to have 
flexibility in the approach to which 
they offer faith formation programs 
during upcoming school year. 
Parishes can hold either in-person 
faith formation classes, virtual classes 
or a hybrid approach which combines 
both virtual and in-person elements.

For any parishes planning 
to hold in-person faith formation 
classes, the Diocese of Scranton has 
put forth the following guidance:

Masks:  As Catholics, we 
are called to provide a Culture of 
Safety for our children and youth. 
Because most religious education 
students are not yet eligible for 
vaccinations – and in an effort to 
ensure in-person religious education 
is able to continue to the best extent 
possible – the Diocese of Scranton 
will require masks for students 
involved in its parish faith formation 
programs at this time. Masks are 
an effective tool in mitigating the 
spread of COVID-19, particularly 
when there is a large population of 
unvaccinated individuals.

While indoors, masks must be 
worn consistently and correctly by 
all minors and adults, regardless of 
vaccination status, while attending 
any religious education classes. 

If religious education classes 
are held outdoors, masks do not 
need to be worn in most settings. 
Masks must be worn in crowded 
outdoor settings or during any 
activities that involve sustained 
close contact with other people.

I f  a  s t u d e n t / f a m i l y  i s 
uncomfortable with returning to 
an onsite/in-person faith formation 
program for any reason, parishes 
have been urged to work directly 
with the student/family and make 
reasonable accommodations, which 
might include the possibility of 
online or individualized meetings 
and/or providing resource packets 
for pick-up.

This  Diocesan guidance 
on masking for parish religious 
education programs is consistent 
w i t h  t h e  p r o t o c o l s  b e i n g 
implemented at all of the Diocese 
of Scranton’s Catholic Schools. 
These protocols will be re-evaluated 
on a consistent basis and are subject 
to change at any time and will 
be communicated to parishes if 
adjustments are made.

Mask requirements will be 
determined in accordance with the 
county transmission metrics and 

guidance from various sources, 
which may include,  but  are 
not limited to the CDC and PA 
Department of Health. The levels 
of transmission for a county are 
listed as Low, Moderate, Substantial 
and High. When counties are in 
moderate, substantial or high, all 
individuals will be required to wear 
masks indoors. When a county is in 
a low community transmission rate 
for at least two weeks, masking may 
be optional for all. Anyone that is 
not vaccinated at that time, will still 
be encouraged to continue to mask 
indoors if desired.

Vaccinations: It is highly 
recommended that everyone who 
is eligible be fully vaccinated for 
COVID-19, whether that be a 
catechist or student of eligible age. 

Classroom Set-up: Classroom 
desks or tables should face in the 
same direction whenever possible 
and parishes should make every 
effort to maintain three feet of 
distancing while in a classroom 
setting.

Cleaning: Clean and disinfect 
classroom space and frequently 
touched surfaces such as door 
handles, sink handles and light 
switches with regularity. Parishes 
that  uti l ize Catholic School 
buildings for space should work 
with the building principal to ensure 
sanitization.
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CALL US FOR DETAILS!CALL US FOR DETAILS! 570.570.342.5790
435 GREEN RIDGE STREET, SCRANTON AT THE UNDERPASS

askaskTRAVELWORLDTRAVELWORLD.com.com Find us onFind us on

#1 One Day Tour Call Now!$129 PPSUNDAY, OCTOBER 10THSUNDAY, OCTOBER 10TH

1-DAY BROOKLYN PIZZA TOUR1-DAY BROOKLYN PIZZA TOUR

OCTOBER 4-8OCTOBER 4-8

SEPTEMBER 26-30SEPTEMBER 26-30

$599 PP

5-DAY FALL5-DAY FALL
WILDWOODWILDWOOD
CREST TRIPCREST TRIP

Stay at the Pan American Hotel
Bus-Hotel-7-Meals plus Touring

NORWEGIAN GEM CRUISENORWEGIAN GEM CRUISE
10-NIGHT CARIBBEAN CRUISE10-NIGHT CARIBBEAN CRUISE

MARCH 10-20, 2022MARCH 10-20, 2022

Sail From NYC
Bus Included
Special Stop at
GRAND TURK!

5-DAY “FALL”5-DAY “FALL”
LAS VEGAS SPECIALLAS VEGAS SPECIAL

$1495 PPFROMFROM

“Choose Perks Including Drinks!!!”

$899 PP 8 SEATS
LEFT

STAYSTAY
ATTHEATTHE

TREASURETREASURE
ISLANDISLAND

$679 PP
#1 Requested Tour
“Visit Noah’s Ark”

6-Day Tour, 8-Meals & More!
A Stop at the 911 Memorial in Shanksville

OCTOBER 18-23OCTOBER 18-23

THE ARK ENCOUNTERTHE ARK ENCOUNTER
& CREATION MUSEUM& CREATION MUSEUM

NEWTOUR

Sail from NJ/Bus Included
This is an “Exclusive”
2022 Winter Special!!!!

Spend Valentines Day at SEA.

FEBRUARY 11-20, 2022FEBRUARY 11-20, 2022

ANTHEM OF THE SEASANTHEM OF THE SEAS
9-NIGHT E-CARIBBEAN CRUISE9-NIGHT E-CARIBBEAN CRUISE

LAST
CALL

$1299 PP DELUXE
BALCONY

$1099 PP

5-DAY NEW ENGLAND5-DAY NEW ENGLAND
LEAF PEEPER TOURLEAF PEEPER TOUR

OCTOBER 21-25OCTOBER 21-25

2-Train Rides
New Tour
10-Meals &
All Touring!

6 SEATS
LEFT

Your Complete 7-Day Group Rate Includes:
• Roundtrip Motorcoach via MartzTrailways (DVD &WI-FI)
• 2-Overnights enroute & return from South Carolina including Breakfasts
• 4-Nights Deluxe Accommodations @ The Dayton House Resort

(Enjoy a 1-Bedroom Oceanfront Suite with Balcony including living room)
• 4-Full Breakfasts @ Uncle John’s Restaurant at our hotel
• Enjoy a 1 ½ Hour Sightseeing Cruise aboard the Barefoot Princess Riverboat
• AVisit to Brookgreen Gardens
• Visits to Broadway on the Beach & Barefoot Landing
• 4 “GREAT SHOWS”
• Legends In Concert
• Carolina Opry
• Beach Party 60’sTribute
• OneThe Show “Variety Show” @AlabamaTheater
• 4-Great Dinners including: Chesapeake House,

Joe’s Bar & Grill, Chesapeake House & Benjamin’s Calabash Famous
Seafood Buffet

• A Stop @ the Old Post OfficeTowers (enroute down)
• PanoramicTour ofWashington, D.C. (enroute home)
• GoodTimesTravel Club Reception Hosted by Ed & Eleanor Rogers
• AllTaxes & Fees
• Services of aTravelWorldTour Escort

a es: er erson ou e occu anc er erson s n e occu anc
.

na aymen : u us ,

$1095pp
(double occupancy)

435 Green Ridge Street
Scranton, Pa. 18509

570-342-5790

601 Market Street
Kingston, Pa. 18704

570-288-9311
.

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. FALL TOUR
Presents

7-Day Deluxe Tour
SEPTEMBER 17-23, 2017

a
Book Now!
Always a
Sellout.
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FEBRUARY 11-20, 2022FEBRUARY 11-20, 2022

SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE
RATE: $1299 PP

ANTHEM OF THE SEASANTHEM OF THE SEAS Deluxe Balcony Stateroom.
This is a TravelWorld Exclusive offer!
Book Now as Rates will Increase.

This is a special Winter/Valentines Day
Sailing, We also accept

Future Cruise Certificates!!!!

9-Night EASTERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE

(Advance Notice)
Sail from Bayonne, NJ with Bus Included

CALL US FOR DETAILS!CALL US FOR DETAILS! 570.570.342.5790
435 GREEN RIDGE STREET, SCRANTON

AT THE UNDERPASS
askaskTRAVELWORLDTRAVELWORLD.com.com

COME BACK &
CRUISE IN 2022 withROYAL CARIBBEAN

APRIL 11-14APRIL 11-14

$329 PP

4-DAY ATLANTIC4-DAY ATLANTIC
CITYCITY

Stay At
Resorts

Casino Bus,
3-Nights,
$75 PP

Meal Credit
$30 PP
Slot Play

Complete
Tour, Meals
Ride the
Grand
Canyon

Railway!!!

The Show
will be

OUTDOORS
for the First
Time at

FDR PARK!!!
Bus &

Show Ticket
Included

Stay at
the Luxury
Maison

Dupay Tours,
5-Meals

including Jazz
Brunch

LastLast
callcall

LastLast
callcall4-seats4-seats

leftleft

MAY 3-7MAY 3-7

JUNE 10TH OR JUNE 11THJUNE 10TH OR JUNE 11TH

SEDONA AZ &SEDONA AZ &
GRAND CANYONGRAND CANYON

PHILADELPHIAPHILADELPHIA
FLOWER SHOWFLOWER SHOW

5-DAY5-DAY
NEW ORLEANSNEW ORLEANS

$1495 PP with Airfare

$99

$1299 PP with Airfare
MAY 10-14MAY 10-14

JUNE 20-22JUNE 20-22

JULY 3-5JULY 3-5

$395 PP

3-DAY 10003-DAY 1000
ISLANDS NY TOURISLANDS NY TOUR

3-DAY BOSTON POPS TOUR3-DAY BOSTON POPS TOUR
Riverfront Hotel, 3-Meals, Boat Cruise

4th of July-Outdoor Concert-Complete Tour
$689 PP

7-DAY RIVIERA MAYA7-DAY RIVIERA MAYA
SPECIALSPECIAL
JULY 15-21JULY 15-21

$1299 PP
Stay at Barcelo

Maya Riviera Resort
Adults Only –
Jr. Suite

Oceanfront Rooms
All-Inclusive with

Airfare!!!!

Come back and travel with us!

 2022 RIVER CRUISES & OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY TOURS COMING SOON!
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 THE  ARK  ENCOUNTER  &  CREATION  MUSEUM  THE  ARK  ENCOUNTER  &  CREATION  MUSEUM 

“Visit Noah’s Ark”  
6-Day Tour, 8-Meals & More!

A Stop at the 911 Memorial in Shanksville

OCTOBER 18-23  • $679 PP#1#1
Requested
Requested

Tour Tour   

GOOD TIMES
TRAVEL CLUB                                                  
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Glenn G. Yanik
AT TORNEY AT LAW
• Estate Planning • Estate Administration 
• Real Estate • Business Law • Elder Law

• Durable Power of Attorney
• Wills • Guardianships • Trusts

309 Professional Building,
1501 S. Memorial Highway, Shavertown, PA 18708
570-362-0417  •  gyaniklaw@epix.net 

— I make house calls —

F

452 Hazle Street - Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 - 570-823-3818

 23rd ANNIVERSARY SALE & CELEBRATION!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2021, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

   Bedwick’s
                      Pharmacy & Gifts  Pharmacy & Gifts

All Greeting Cards, Wrap, & Gift Bags...50% Off!
All Gifts & Religious Items...25% Off!

All Over-The-Counter & Store Merchandise...25% Off!

SIDEWALK SALES!
SPEND $30.00 OR MORE AND RECEIVE A GIFT!

Save the Date!!!Save the Date!!!

Diocesan Catholic Schools welcome two new 
Assistant Superintendents

SCRANTON –  As  the 
2021-2022 academic  year 
gets underway, the Diocese 
of Scranton Catholic School 
System is welcoming two new 
Assistant Superintendents after a 
nationwide search.

In addition to bringing 
extensive credentials to their 
new positions, both Charlene 
Krushinsky and Michael Slesinski 
are personally vested in Catholic 
education and are unwavering 
in  thei r  dedicat ion to  the 
transformative nature of all that 
Catholic schools offer spiritually 
and academically.

Krushinsky comes to the 
Diocese of Scranton with more 
than 30 years experience in 
education and a vast knowledge of 
the Catholic school environment 
a s  bo th  an  educa to r  and 
administrator. Beginning her 
educational career as a fourth 
grade teacher, she spent the 
last nine years as a principal in 
Catholic schools in the Diocese 
of Phoenix. 

The mother of three has a 
Masters in Educational Leadership 
from Northern Arizona University 
and a certificate in Effective 
Catholic School Administration 
from the University of Notre Dame 
and her principal certification 
from the state of Arizona. She 
has also been a principal mentor 
and presenter with the Latino 
Enrollment Institute at the 
University of Notre Dame since 
2014. The Institute focuses on 
creating a welcome environment 
in Catholic schools for Latino 
families.

“I’m blessed to be here,” 
Krushinsky told The Catholic 
Light.

Having never experienced 
snow or winter in the northeast, 
she believes God led her to this 
point in her career on the East 
Coast.

“God opened a door and here 
I am. I trust in God. It’s God’s 
will, not our will,” she said. 

In just her first few weeks in 
the diocese, Krushinsky already 
visited all 19 Catholic schools 
and met with each principal. She 
will primarily be responsible 
for curriculum development and 
principal mentoring.

“I’m anxious and excited to 
meet the teachers and I can’t wait 
to go back and visit and meet 
the children,” Krushinsky said. 
“What I love is the history and the 
deep roots of Catholicism that are 
here in the Diocese of Scranton.”

As an instructional leader, 
Krushinsky is committed to a 
growth mindset and has worked 
with NWEA Map Growth to 
improve educational outcomes. 
She also has a proven record of 
accomplishment in enrollment 
and fundraising.

Having put three daughters 
through the Catholic education 
system, Krushinsky wants parents 
and families to know that she is 
always available to them.

“I would love for parents 
to know that my door is always 
open. Feel free to call or email 
with questions or concerns. We’re 
here to support parents in this 
journey in providing a Catholic 
education for their child. They are 
making the right choice, the best 
choice, they’re investing in their 
child’s future,” she added. 

Michael Slesinski says he is 
“tremendously excited” to join the 
Diocese of Scranton’s Catholic 
Schools team. 

After beginning his career as 
an educator more than 15 years 
ago, Slesinski most recently worked 
as an administrator at the district 
and Intermediate Unit level as a 
Supervisor for Special Education 
and Director of Special Services. 

Slesinski previously worked 
in the Luzerne Intermediate Unit, 
East Stroudsburg Area School 
District, Mountain View School 
District and the New York City 
Department of Education. He 
attended Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of New York his 
entire life growing up.

As the Diocese of Scranton 
works to enhance our offerings 
for students with exceptionalities, 
Slesinski hopes his knowledge 
will help all levels of learners in 
the diocese.

“The idea of being able to 
bring those tools to schools in 
our system, so that students who 
want to be a part of our system 
can succeed to the greatest extent 
possible is incredibly exciting for 
me,” Slesinski said.

Slesinski has a Masters in 
Educational Leadership from 
Lehman College in New York 
and anticipates completion of a 
doctoral degree in Administration 
and Leadership Studies from 
East Stroudsburg University 
this year. He also has obtained 
a PA Superintendent Letter of 
Eligibility. 

“During the course of the past 
15 years of work in education, 
one of the highlights for me has 
been working collaboratively with 
parents and allowing parents to 
feel comfortable with the different 
schools where I worked,” he 
added.

In his new role, Slesinski 
will also focus on technology and 
school safety initiatives.

“My goal is to take the 
wonderful things we’re already 
doing in both of those areas and 
continue to grow them,” he said.
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16 The Diocese of Scranton is committed to educating our students 
in an environment that is academically excellent and facilitates the 
development of moral judgment and Christian decision-making. We 
are proud to share the following successes of our students in the 
classroom and in their service to others. Each day, our schools are 
fulfilling their mission of preparing today’s youth and young adults 
to become tomorrow’s faith-filled leaders.

“Second grade here we come!” Students at La Salle Academy 
in Jessup are looking forward to the new school year.

Students, faculty, and staff from Holy 
Redeemer High School in Wilkes-
Barre volunteered their time this summer 
beautifying classrooms as they prepare to 
return for the 2021-22 school year.

All Saints Academy in Scranton just finished hosting summer enrichment 
camps, which focused on reading, math, and STREAM activities for various 
grade levels. Student activities were theme-driven with Kindergarten–2nd 
graders enjoying “Superheroes,” 3rd–5th graders going on a “Camping 
Adventure,” and 6th–8th graders participating in “Sports Camp.”

At the Annual Solemn Novena to Saint Ann, 
Michael Coval, a student at Saint Mary of Mount 
Carmel School in Dunmore, volunteered at all 
Masses and Novena services for all 10 days, even 
the 4:30 a.m. Mass on the Feast Day! He had the 
opportunity to have his photo taken with the Most 
Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton.

Mrs. Melissa Skutack, principal of Holy Rosary School 
in Duryea, enjoys some summertime fun with students 
Gianna Fino, Nicholas Riviello, and Roman Riviello at 
the annual Nativity of Our Lord Parish picnic. 

Incoming freshmen participated in the Head Start to High 
School program at Holy Cross High School in Dunmore. 
Students reviewed concepts in math, computers, English, 
and Latin in preparation for the start of the upcoming 
school year.
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Teachers at Good Shepherd Academy in 
Kingston recently met to review the new Envision 
Math Series. The teachers also discussed various 
methodologies of utilizing differentiated instruction 
to tailor their lessons to reach all levels of learners.

Congratulations to Grace Aposhian, fifth grade student at Saint Clare/Saint Paul School in Scranton, 
for receiving an Honorable Mention in the Lackawanna/Susquehanna Drug and Alcohol Poster Contest. 
The poster is on display on Green Ridge Street in Scranton.

Drishti Matta, Chloe O’Donnell and Yianna Papadopoulos, 
students at Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School in East 
Stroudsburg, put the finishing touches on the school’s 
new mural.

Epiphany School in Sayre recently hosted a school tour for the Class 
of 1981’s 40th reunion. Sister Anne Quigley, first grade teacher, shared 
information on how the school has changed and grown over the years. 
Class of ’81 member Paul Bednarek said, “We are not only lifelong 
friends; we are a family.”

Mrs. Stephanie DePhillips, the Kindergarten teacher at 
Wyoming Area Catholic School in Exeter, administers 
a Kindergarten Readiness test to Pre-Kindergarten student 
Bryce Cohen as the school prepares for the 2021-22 school 
year. 

Mrs. Charlene Harbach, the Kindergarten teacher at Saint 
John Neumann Elementary School in Williamsport, 
screens a new Kindergarten student for 2021-22.

Eighth grader Andrew Walter along with 11th graders Mark 
Roman and Andrew Mitchell from Saint John Neumann 
Jr./Sr. High School in Williamsport volunteer their time 
helping to set up classrooms at the Saint John Neumann 
Elementary School.

After finishing the book Twenty-one Elephants and 
Still Standing by April Jones, students participating 
in Storybook STREAM Camp at Our Lady of 
Peace School in Clarks Green were challenged 
to design and construct bridges that will hold 21 
elephants.
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