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He is Risen! 

Bishop Bambera's 2021 Easter Message 
 

 

 



Dear Friends, 
  
In the Gospel from Saint Mark that will be proclaimed during the great 
Vigil of Easter this year, we are told that women, who were followers of 
Jesus, went to his tomb to anoint his body in the early hours of that first 
Easter day. They had witnessed the torture and death of their friend and 
teacher whom they had come to know as their Lord and Master. Their grief 
was mixed with pain, uncertainty and fear for themselves, their families 
and friends. Yet, despite the obstacles that they faced, they made their way 
to the tomb of Jesus. 
 

Pope Francis reflected on the faith of these first believers.  
 

“In this situation, the women did not allow themselves to be paralyzed. 
They did not give in to the gloom of sorrow and regret, they did not 
morosely close in on themselves, or flee from reality. . . . They did not stop 
loving; in the darkness of their hearts, they lit a flame of mercy,” Pope 
Francis said. “They responded to sorrow with trust in the Lord. And then 
they met Jesus, the giver of all hope . . . who proclaimed: ‘Do not be 
afraid.’” 
 

Through their encounter with the risen Jesus, the lives of those who 
ventured to his tomb just days after his crucifixion were changed forever! 
Their lives were changed because God had redirected the course of human 
history through the resurrection of his Son. By embracing our humanity, 
Jesus not only gave us hope by identifying with us in his life, suffering and 
death. He also provided us a way forward amid the pain and struggles of 
our lives by defeating death through the power of the resurrection!  
   
A year ago at this time, it seemed as if our world had suddenly come to a 
crashing halt! Not unlike what was experienced by the first followers of 
Jesus, we were confronted with unexpected suffering and death. We were 
uncertain of how best to respond. We hid in our homes for fear of what we 
might experience, not only from unknown individuals but also from 
neighbors, co-workers and those whom we love the most. While our 
churches were closed, we prayed fervently that the wave of suffering 
enveloping our world might stop before it crashed into our lives.  
 

Even though our days found us consumed with uncertainty, pain and 
confusion, we took great comfort in the example of healthcare workers, 
first responders, clergy, women and men religious, essential workers, 
volunteers and so many others. They consoled us and more importantly, 
they inspired us, didn’t they? Like the women who ventured to the tomb of 
Jesus on that first Easter day, these selfless souls would not allow 



themselves to be paralyzed, but instead, worked tirelessly to keep the flame 
of hope burning in our lives. And so did all of you! More than you might 
realize, you provided hope. In so many and different ways, you responded 
to the needs of your brothers and sisters and you served generously and 
selflessly. 
 

In short, my friends, through your faith and belief in the resurrection of 
Jesus and all that it means for our lives, you made as your own the 
teaching of Pope Francis in his most recent encyclical letter, Fratelli tutti, 
that reminds us, “No one is saved alone; we can only be saved together.” 
This reality, my friends, that you and so many have lived and experienced 
especially during this past year, was born in an empty tomb in the initial 
moments of the life of our Church on that first Easter morning.  
  
On Palm Sunday, just a few days ago, Pope Francis reminded us of the 
power of the resurrection in the midst of the uncertainty and pain of these 
challenging days. 
  
“God is at our side in every affliction, in every fear; no evil, no sin will ever 
have the final word. God triumphs . . . through the wood of the cross,” he 
said. 
  
Therein, my friends, is what we believe as Christians and the real blessing 
and gift of Easter. The risen Jesus alone has the power to carry us through 
the darkest of days to discover consolation, joy and the true meaning and 
purpose of our lives as his people. 
  
To over 85 catechumens and candidates who await baptism and full 
communion in the Catholic Church, please know of our prayers for you. 
Your openness to the Spirit of God is cause for great joy. Welcome to our 
Catholic family. In so many ways, you are witnessing the Church at its best 
as so many selflessly serve their brothers and sisters. 
  
My friends, thankfully we are beginning to see glimmers of light and hope 
emerge throughout our world, even as we continue to confront that 
challenges that we have faced for well over a year. During this Holy Week, I 
pray that we will all come to appreciate more deeply than ever the fact that 
we are indeed blessed in more ways than we might believe or imagine. May 
we trust in God’s promise to sustain us and dispel our deepest fears. And 
may we open our hearts to the risen Jesus and allow him to fill them with 
his love and peace.   
  
This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad! 
 



Faithfully yours in the Risen Christ, 
  
 

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L. 
Bishop of Scranton 

 

Read Bishop Bambera's Easter Message on the Diocese of Scranton 
website 

  

 

 

 

  

Bishop Bambera expresses gratitude to priests 
during Chrism Mass 

 

 

 

SCRANTON – Referencing Psalm 133, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera began 
his homily during this year’s Chrism Mass by saying how wonderful it was 
to have all of the priests from across the 11 counties of the Diocese of 
Scranton together in one place. 
 

“It is so very good to be with all of you,” Bishop Bambera said. “Thank you 
for your selfless, creative and faithful ministry to this local Church.”  
 

The Chrism Mass, held on Tuesday, March 30, at the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter, was the first time that priests have been able to all come together in 
more than a year – since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wFa6N7CsLDyGmxGu3clmCmbu2XDBqNwFvM_vmV_MKP5hqDnm90MQbk6r6Q6cTqRicbDKH6uOXJE2pvfSVrwQiQpLnDe_3puDUPS8VHt009dLTIQ557EWt3bfuChmz0W4WNo75DXXdRaEgn4zmIYYuxx2iSV-h2sxAZGb8mXLVgtLPTh8U9OiKZ2NpJWwEt0AaoVQGQRuDUahf8Vx_w88mNX5E4MPKz8gC5vSBQPoqMBAV_Xg7X8CkqAqotp6DmyRS_9Gn_Ydy8o=&c=uAwMztussDGT9RfGCzCWPVotYU5_mWQtGt5r6zGc_QuQOzl8ARCGYg==&ch=yp9Ky6geEe4dK8GAbUohBMxKbSwV39ZUlrX-6uvzKBMAcuR7p8WQNQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wFa6N7CsLDyGmxGu3clmCmbu2XDBqNwFvM_vmV_MKP5hqDnm90MQbk6r6Q6cTqRicbDKH6uOXJE2pvfSVrwQiQpLnDe_3puDUPS8VHt009dLTIQ557EWt3bfuChmz0W4WNo75DXXdRaEgn4zmIYYuxx2iSV-h2sxAZGb8mXLVgtLPTh8U9OiKZ2NpJWwEt0AaoVQGQRuDUahf8Vx_w88mNX5E4MPKz8gC5vSBQPoqMBAV_Xg7X8CkqAqotp6DmyRS_9Gn_Ydy8o=&c=uAwMztussDGT9RfGCzCWPVotYU5_mWQtGt5r6zGc_QuQOzl8ARCGYg==&ch=yp9Ky6geEe4dK8GAbUohBMxKbSwV39ZUlrX-6uvzKBMAcuR7p8WQNQ==


“We have all been wounded and broken during this past year. If we’re 
honest, we must admit that we’ve been confronted like never before in our 
lives,” the bishop added. 

 

Read the Full Story 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

CTV: Catholic Television of the Diocese of Scranton will broadcast 
Triduum and Easter services from the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton 
which will be celebrated by Bishop Joseph C. Bambera.  
 

For a direct link to any of the Masses for the Paschal Triduum, please click 
on the link below. 

 

Watch Catholic Television Broadcasts from the Cathedral of Saint Peter  

  

 

 

 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wFa6N7CsLDyGmxGu3clmCmbu2XDBqNwFvM_vmV_MKP5hqDnm90MQbk6r6Q6cTqRiW3FDSPboUyvJjGDsi4gh0DLsppY44WjQcxnuBaNWWXRPuCeETxMfyK-AgVt82DY4Nv_EfVdmVcnYsxmZ_OQ78XzHlJoJwed1js-2du8EAtRSI8eNdG2jb92ETCK2JTWyPxg6EIObeDgaJ6zyaergC2F8xLyGFhnvzaz3Bhq7BHdfUiwRzs61vWFyegNoQGvtgI8C_cX8m8lneIlU1uxP7iFoCBMyG2rfAL64pQI3Ryc=&c=uAwMztussDGT9RfGCzCWPVotYU5_mWQtGt5r6zGc_QuQOzl8ARCGYg==&ch=yp9Ky6geEe4dK8GAbUohBMxKbSwV39ZUlrX-6uvzKBMAcuR7p8WQNQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wFa6N7CsLDyGmxGu3clmCmbu2XDBqNwFvM_vmV_MKP5hqDnm90MQbk6r6Q6cTqRihlgsQrEGhHmEYtLVIYxCAydGb913_AYBnUvjOXyHVoG7tV4a6zhj7VUgYN5v5xR4bK8NV553nv9qB-yFbZradHEQ-u9vex2a32E6jbyNr5umIiDM-s_HRcRdwV3ZmE00KY3z8Cp7J4geI3rNCHWezDuCUfC4spLapuXRQjxnLKdmCYy0Ax4ya3nXO-pKOlwf&c=uAwMztussDGT9RfGCzCWPVotYU5_mWQtGt5r6zGc_QuQOzl8ARCGYg==&ch=yp9Ky6geEe4dK8GAbUohBMxKbSwV39ZUlrX-6uvzKBMAcuR7p8WQNQ==


 

 

Focus on the example of Jesus, Bishop 
Bambera says on Palm Sunday 

 
 

SCRANTON – As Laura Welde celebrated Palm Sunday Mass at the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter on March 28, she reflected on how much has 
changed since Holy Week last year. 
 

“It is a blessing because last year we weren’t able to come to church and 
this year we are able to come and I really missed it last year,” she said. 
 

The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, served as 
principal celebrant and homilist for the 12:15 p.m. Mass on Palm Sunday at 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter. Safety protocols, which included masks and 
physical distancing, were strictly enforced.  
 

Speaking with the media after Mass, the bishop said it is extremely 
important for the Church to celebrate the Eucharist communally. 
 

“It was so meaningful to be able to see as many people as we did here 
today, coming together. The Eucharist is meant to be celebrated as a 
community. While we were able to do that from afar (through livestream 
Masses and Catholic Television), it clearly resonates with all of our spirits 
to be able to join with brothers and sisters of faith to affirm our beliefs,” 
Bishop Bambera said. 

 



Read the Full Story 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

With Easter joy, Diocesan faithful return 
to pews for the holiest of seasons 

SCRANTON — “Hallelujah!” 
 
Faithful of the Diocese of Scranton will undoubtedly be filled with 
“greater joy than ever during this Easter season” as churches once 
again open wide their doors for the most solemn time of the year 
in the Christian world. 
 
As the coronavirus pandemic suspended in-person participation at 
houses of worship and The Catholic Light front-page headline at 
this time last year read “Holy Week at Home,” Catholics had to 
resort to social media to “attend” traditional Holy Week and 
Easter services and liturgies celebrated before empty pews.  
 
It has been a long year indeed. 
 
But the hope of Easter takes on a whole new meaning in 2021 as 
worshippers are joyfully returning to their rightful place to 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wFa6N7CsLDyGmxGu3clmCmbu2XDBqNwFvM_vmV_MKP5hqDnm90MQbk6r6Q6cTqRisB6Pbb0nst8BJnGbC0VZhsPL9TcGKjrIeSZ1RKXElOuYiyPlxr23CRDZEK3drLBTLi8JQFGfkZmRiJJ7TP3PoM4fL6Qnphf4bT8Lk7m4vh7xW_d4-9kZ69oJfGe7UmWZoCdtWpnc6Jg39leAclJS8u6k1GpFTOpAGEra6VrlVz51u4wBbT4iZbIrRuZ7EIzPIqfGdMBSTIi7-lhCmOnGA8KALMEut2KGN3IfBxRwiz5dYJzGjLy25g==&c=uAwMztussDGT9RfGCzCWPVotYU5_mWQtGt5r6zGc_QuQOzl8ARCGYg==&ch=yp9Ky6geEe4dK8GAbUohBMxKbSwV39ZUlrX-6uvzKBMAcuR7p8WQNQ==


personally take part in the sacred ceremonies, both in person and 
as faith communities, beginning with the start of Holy Week on 
Palm Sunday. 

  

Read the Full Story 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Sharing the Gospel means embracing the 
cross, pope says at Chrism Mass 

 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Living and preaching the Gospel always involves 
embracing "the cross," whether it be in the form of misunderstanding, 
hostility or outright persecution, Pope Francis told Rome priests gathered 
for the chrism Mass. 
 

In the life of Jesus and in the lives of his disciples today, "the hour of joyful 
proclamation, the hour of persecution and the hour of the cross go 
together," the pope said at the Mass April 1 at the Altar of the Chair in St. 
Peter's Basilica. 
 

Pope Francis did not celebrate a chrism Mass last year because Italy, and 
much of the world, was in the midst of the first huge wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wFa6N7CsLDyGmxGu3clmCmbu2XDBqNwFvM_vmV_MKP5hqDnm90MQbk6r6Q6cTqRiVzoK7ZEAmdcR5WMFrmHvMCsyJv0TH-mzanZ1Y-_nWkM0bWqIp5ol0MUwNWWMlpZnr6ENfkIduaSZMeiZ-oG44bfVp0zFCeodZ-YIZ8hOTFyh9pfJhAyONrVucpUuqaP4nLM1iXNkarQB0ts5LepuYns4vwUM7Eg5IQgIMOR8yt18bZ8FtRECoXkvRc07gqdAeqI28UlZtfFpSH87SIGwIiFgZLXII5mn5QiRm6ftvghY8daJ0zGCAKPQnkHuVm7GPHhdWz7Km-U=&c=uAwMztussDGT9RfGCzCWPVotYU5_mWQtGt5r6zGc_QuQOzl8ARCGYg==&ch=yp9Ky6geEe4dK8GAbUohBMxKbSwV39ZUlrX-6uvzKBMAcuR7p8WQNQ==


But even with vaccines being distributed and death rates dropping, Italy 
was under a modified lockdown, so only about 75 priests representing their 
confreres in the Diocese of Rome were able to attend the Mass with their 
bishop, the pope. 

 

Read the Full Story 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

"Food is not a luxury, it is a necessity" 

Saint Vincent de Paul Kitchen holds Easter 
food distribution 

 
 

WILKES-BARRE – Just five days before Easter, Saint Vincent de Paul 
Kitchen and Food Pantry opened its doors to the community for a special 
holiday food distribution on March 30. 
 

“A lot of people are struggling. We’re here to help them and support them,” 
Kitchen Director Mike Cianciotta said. “Food is not a luxury. It is a 
necessity.” 
 

The Easter food distribution was open to anyone in need, no pre-
registration was required. It took place at the Kitchen and Food Pantry 
property on East Jackson Street. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wFa6N7CsLDyGmxGu3clmCmbu2XDBqNwFvM_vmV_MKP5hqDnm90MQbk6r6Q6cTqRiwDFOc1VDJ_2PjVYwIEhSPgstwgOxa1x1ihdSGV-FbZVZL70DPf9uu3xSZHWGEtZrCPOb4cyPsVRhqVJvTdzEmHXuTIpN8kO9mtHT4zwZ6YTLRG640OrU1t8su2TPXOVqKjZgoJw_UvYmdS879LDE4OuVuCp1CVBBAtKLUrDIQPN_iBcNkl4BdGh8ycvhp6RJm2Vt0chx1kTCmCtPhNT6s5xsbTEX4-cpZo_xHzdKQJPE_337v4BjAw==&c=uAwMztussDGT9RfGCzCWPVotYU5_mWQtGt5r6zGc_QuQOzl8ARCGYg==&ch=yp9Ky6geEe4dK8GAbUohBMxKbSwV39ZUlrX-6uvzKBMAcuR7p8WQNQ==


Read the Full Story 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Bishop Bambera to celebrate Healing 
Mass for Survivors of Abuse 

The month of April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. It is a time 
to recognize the importance of families and communities working 
together to prevent child mistreatment.  
 
Bishop Joseph C. Bambera will celebrate a Healing Mass for 
Survivors of Abuse at 12:10 p.m. on Thursday, April 8, 2021 at the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. 
 
The Mass is open to the public following COVID-19 safety 
protocols. No reservations are required.  
 
The Mass will also be broadcast live on CTV: Catholic Television of 
the Diocese of Scranton and livestream on the Diocese of Scranton 
website, YouTube channel and social media platforms.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wFa6N7CsLDyGmxGu3clmCmbu2XDBqNwFvM_vmV_MKP5hqDnm90MQbk6r6Q6cTqRiKyVV3I_DfEvHEkgPiuDcyy6SjV3csPwhPVJjjw1zl7VOgab6AUZRqN3i5egqeR-Nd3cWtdbEiGkzSuhyTZk5NwZamJv1sOGEUWw7ixZ1czWi2wD2KQMS5-JFOdv7fP0aJhxOl2K8RlyaaHBW52YZeN_hJ9oe3aEBRBCVwXvGnIe2px5gky-Az1JsDlXQnvvA_5KswT5st0wbl9PaxrfpU6mmMMP5_4GVvS8wWmJRXus=&c=uAwMztussDGT9RfGCzCWPVotYU5_mWQtGt5r6zGc_QuQOzl8ARCGYg==&ch=yp9Ky6geEe4dK8GAbUohBMxKbSwV39ZUlrX-6uvzKBMAcuR7p8WQNQ==


For More Information 
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