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12FINANCIAL REPORT

Diocese of  Scranton Fiscal Year 2019-20

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I am pleased to share with you the audited financial statements of the Administrative Offices of the 
Diocese of Scranton for the 2019-2020 fiscal year. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this last year has presented numerous challenges to all of us. Despite 
struggle and pain, the Church of Scranton and its people have continued to provide help and hope to 
countless individuals on a daily basis. Your incredible generosity has made it possible for our parishes, 
schools, social service ministries and diocesan offices to continue serving our community generously and 
selflessly. I thank you for your continued financial support to your parish and our Diocese.

In his most recent encyclical letter, Fratelli tutti, Pope Francis said, “No one is saved alone; we can 
only be saved together.” Throughout the last year, each one of you has embodied that notion – being 
both responsive and creative – in adapting to the challenges of the coronavirus and working to safeguard 
your friends and neighbors.

At the start of the pandemic, many parishes quickly adapted to livestreaming Masses so that while 
we needed to remain physically distant we did not need to be spiritually distant. Our Catholic Schools 
have served as an example to others, quickly transitioning to distance learning when schools closed in 
March 2020 and working tirelessly to make sure in-person learning safely resumed in the fall. Catholic 
Social Services of the Diocese of Scranton has also responded compassionately to the needs of tens of 
thousands in our community, providing food, shelter and assistance to those most in need.

I continue to be most grateful and inspired by the ministry of our priests, deacons, religious and lay 
faithful who work each day on behalf of our local Church. In both good and challenging times, they best 
exemplify how we care about and for one another.

May Our Lord Jesus bless you and your families, and fill you with his peace and continue to keep you 
safe.

					     Sincerely yours in Christ,

					     Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.
					     Bishop of Scranton

The financial information contained 
on the following pages is derived from 
the audited financial statements of  the 
Administrative Offices of  the Diocese 
of  Scranton as of  June 30, 2020 and 

2019. The full report is available under 
the “Financial Services” page at 

www.dioceseofscranton.org

Mission Statement of  the Diocese of  
Scranton

“We, the Catholic community of  the Diocese of  
Scranton, are called through Baptism to imitate 
the servant leadership of  Jesus Christ. In union 
with Our Holy Father, the Pope, we proclaim the 
Gospel faithfully, celebrate the sacraments joyfully, 

and boldly promote life, justice and peace in 
northeastern and north central Pennsylvania.”
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Dear Friends of the Diocese of Scranton,

As the Chief Financial Officer of the Diocese of Scranton, it is my privilege to 
present the 2019-20 audited financial report for the Diocese of Scranton Administrative 
Offices. This report provides an overview of the prudent use of funds that have been 
received for the time period covering July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. Bishop Bambera 
continues to pledge accountability and transparency relating to financial information 
and we both feel it is important that the faithful of our Diocese understand how the 
funds entrusted to the Diocese are used to make a positive impact in our 11-county 
region and beyond.

The 2019-20 fiscal year was truly unique because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Our 
Diocesan ministries, parishes and schools have all been impacted by the global pandemic 
and the virus continues to have a financial impact at this time. We are thankful for the 
generous parishioners who continued to provide resources to their parishes, schools 
and the diocese, even as Masses were suspended amid state-at-home restrictions at the 
beginning of the pandemic last year.

The key points of the 2019-20 fiscal report are:

• The Diocese had net gain from operations in the amount of $29,926,995. This 
came primarily from the sale of Little Flower Manor and Saint Luke’s Villa. These funds 
are being used to pay claims from the Independent Survivors Compensation Program 
(ISCP). Due to the ISCP, the Diocese had a loss from operations of $27,644,389 in the 
2018-19 fiscal year. When looking at the two years together, the Diocese had a net gain 
of $2,282,606 over that expanded period.

• In order to assist survivors of child sexual abuse, the Diocese established its 
Independent Survivors Compensation Program in January 2019. The last date for 
submitting a claim was September 30, 2019. The independently run Program provided 
assistance to more than 200 survivors of abuse committed by Diocese of Scranton priests, 
members of religious communities and lay employees. As of June 30, 2020, $27,609,755 
has been expensed related to Program claims, of which $4,740,027 is accrued to be paid 
after June 30, 2020 in the Statement of Financial Position. 

• The Diocese of Scranton Chancery received a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
loan of $1,290,730 granted by the Small Business Administration under the CARES 
Act. The loan helped keep Diocesan employees on payroll throughout the economic 

shutdown, guaranteeing that critical ministries were able to continue. The Diocese 
used all funds received appropriately and the full amount of the loan was forgiven on 
December 8, 2020.

• Funds raised by the 2019 Diocesan Annual Appeal totaled $4,106,002. The Diocese 
returned $69,133 directly to parishes that exceeded their goal for the campaign. The 
amount raised from the 2019 Diocesan Annual Appeal increased from $3.7 million 
collected in 2018.

• As in previous years, the financial statements of the Diocesan Administrative 
Offices have been independently audited by McGrail Merkel Quinn & Associates, P.C., 
Certified Public Accountants. The statements include activities related to the Diocesan 
Administrative Offices, not activities related to Catholic Social Services or the Catholic 
School System. These organizations are audited separately. The statements also do not 
include parish activities. 

I invite you to view the complete audited financial statement for the 2019-20 fiscal 
year on the Diocese of Scranton website at dioceseofscranton.org/directory/offices/
financial-services/. 

I express gratitude to Bishop Bambera for his leadership and steadfast support 
for sensible fiscal practices in our Diocese. I am also grateful for the members of the 
Diocesan Finance Council who provide wise advice and guidance. As we move forward 
together in hope, I also renew my thanks to all of you for providing your support to our 
parishes and Diocese, which makes it possible to continue our ministries during these 
unprecedented times. They truly are needed now more than ever.

	 Sincerely in Christ,

	 Robert J. Miller
	 Diocesan Secretary for Financial Services

A message from the Chief  Financial Officer of  the Diocese of  Scranton

Administrative Offices and Chancellor: The Chancery is composed of those institutes 
and persons who assist the Bishop in governing the entire Diocese, especially in providing for 
the administration of the Diocese and directing pastoral action.

Catholic Schools: The Catholic Schools Office is committed to educating students and 
their families in the Catholic faith. The office provides a Catholic education that is spiritually 
sound and academically excellent and strives to prepare students to be faith-filled leaders and 
life-long leaders dedicated to serving the Church and society.

Catholic Social Services: Catholic Social Services serves individuals and families in 
poverty and hardship, responding compassionately to their needs. The agency advocates for 
individual dignity and self-sufficiency and actively works to replace despair with hope.

Child Protection/Victim Assistance: The Safe Environment Office oversees the creation 
and implementation of child protection programs and policies across the Diocese. Staff ensures 
the safest possible place in which children, young people and adults can minister, study and work.

Communications: The mission of the Communications Office is to evangelize through 
informing all about the Good News of the Catholic faith, the teachings of the Holy Father and 
our Bishop, Diocesan and parish ministries, programs and events. 

Development Office: Offers assistance and support to the development and stewardship 
programs of all Diocesan parishes, schools and other Catholic institutions. This office helps 
secure necessary funds to assist the Diocese in its mission to serve God’s people.

Finance Office: The Diocesan Finance Office is responsible for administering the temporal 
resources of the Diocese under the authority of the bishop. The Finance Office provides assistance 

with financial activities for diocesan parishes and schools and other related organizations. 

Human Resources: Serves more than 1,200 employees of our parishes, schools and 
Diocesan offices, centrally administering insurance and benefit programs such as medical, 
dental, life insurance and 403(b) retirement savings plans.

Information Technology: Provides information technology support for diocesan ministries, 
parishes and offices.

Parish Life Office: The Office for Parish Life works directly on-site in parishes to provide 
leadership formation, spiritual renewal, program design and resourcing, training for people in 
all types of parish ministry and consulting on specific parish needs.

Pontifical Mission Societies: The Pontifical Mission Societies of the Diocese of Scranton 
promotes a mission spirituality and global vision in the hearts and minds of the faithful.

Property and Risk Management: Provides technical and fiduciary oversight in addition 
to project management for the physical development and maintenance of parish and diocesan 
properties.

Tribunal: The Diocesan Tribunal acts as the Judicial Arm of the Diocesan Bishop upholding 
rights and responding to grievances relating to Church Law. Deals mainly in the investigation 
of and pronouncements on petitions regarding invalidity of marriage (Annulments).

Vocations/Clergy Formation: The Vocations Office seeks to foster vocations to the 
Priesthood and Religious Life and provide opportunities for discernment and mentoring of 
potential seminary candidates. 

Offices in Support of  the Parishes and Diocese include:

Robert J. Miller
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