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Rite of Election 
and 

Call to  
Continuing  
Conversion 

  

 

 
Saturday, February 20, 2021  
at 10:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday, February 21, 2021 

at 2:30 p.m. 
 

  
Cathedral of Saint Peter  
Scranton, Pennsylvania 

 
 

Celebrant and Homilist 
The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.  

Bishop of Scranton 

Diocese of Scranton 
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M i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  L i t u r g y  
 

 

 
 
 

 
Masters of Ceremony 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Deacon of the Liturgy 

 
 
 

 
Lectors 

 

 
 

 

 
Presenter of the Catechumens and Candidates 

 

Catherine Jantsch Butel 
Diocesan Secretary for Parish Life 

Celebrant and Homilist 
The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.  

Bishop of Scranton 

Monsignor Dale R. Rupert 
Pastor, Cathedral of Saint Peter 

10:00 a.m. 
Deacon Stephen B. Frye 
Deacon Andrew A. Fazio 

1:30 p.m. 
Deacon Andrew A. Fazio 
Deacon Matthew Lorent 

2:30 p.m. 
Deacon Matthew Lorent 

10:00 a.m. 
Anthony Butel 
Kathy Stocki 

1:30 p.m. 
Marian Menapace 
Lisa Marie Boeze 

2:30 p.m. 
Joseph Schoonover 
Shannon Kowalski 

10:00 a.m. 
Deacon Edward R. Shoener 

1:30 p.m. 
Deacon Robert O’Connor 

2:30 p.m. 
Deacon Joseph Sudano 

15 
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Participating Parishes 
 

Christ the King Parish Archbald 

Our Lady, Queen of Peace Parish Brodheadville 

Saint Michael Parish Canton 

Saint Rose of Lima Parish Carbondale 

Our Lady of the Snows Parish Clarks Summit 

Misericordia University Dallas  

Saint Matthew Parish  East Stroudsburg 

Saint John Parish East Stroudsburg 

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Parish Freeland 

Saint Rita Parish Gouldsboro 

Saint Thomas More Parish Lake Ariel 

Saint Jude Parish Mountain Top 

Resurrection Parish Muncy 

Saint Patrick Parish Nicholson 

Epiphany Parish Sayer 

Cathedral of Saint Peter Scranton 

Saint Ann Basilica Parish Scranton 

Saint Patrick Parish Scranton 

Saint Luke Parish Stroudsburg 

King’s College Wilkes-Barre 

Saint Nicholas Parish Wilkes-Barre 

 
 

We apologize if we inadvertently missed any participating parish. 
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Cantor—10:00 a.m. 
Gina Pascolini 

Cantor—1:30 p.m. 
Mary Ann Chindemi 

Cantor—2:30 p.m. 
Gina Pascolini 

Liturgical Music 
 

Linda Phillips Orseck 
Director of Liturgical Music, Cathedral of Saint Peter 

Organist 

Cathedral of Saint Peter Instrumentalists 
 

 
Liturgical Art and Environment 

 

William J. Manley 

 
 

Ministers of Hospitality 
 

Staff of the Office for Parish Life 
 

 
Coordinator of the Rite of Election 

 

David Baloga 
Director for Worship, Office for Parish Life 

 
 

Catholic Television of the Diocese of Scranton 
 

Eric Deabill 
Diocesan Secretary for Communications 

 

James Brennan 
Manager, Catholic Television 

 
 

We gratefully acknowledge the composers and publishers whose music was used in this liturgy aid 
by virtue of annual license agreement:  OneLicense.net #A-701111. 
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Because of the current health crisis, congregational singing is not recommended  
so as to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.  The lyrics are included in this worship aid  

for your personal prayer and reflection. 

 
 

I n t r o d u c t o ry  R i t e s  
 
Entrance Hymn             “O Breathe on Me, O Breath of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sign of the Cross and Greeting   

 

Bishop: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
 
Bishop: Peace be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
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Concluding Hymn                     “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 
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Intercessions for the Elect and Candidates                 “Trilingual Intercessions” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Prayer over the Elect and the Candidates 

 
After the intercessions, the Bishop prays over the elect and the candidates. 

 
 
 

Co n c l u d i n g  R i t e s  
 

Final Blessing 
 

Bishop:  The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 
Bishop: Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
All: Now and forever. 
 
Bishop: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
All: Who made heaven and earth. 
 
Bishop: May almighty God bless you,  
 the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

 
 
Dismissal 
 

Bishop: Go in peace, and may the Lord remain with you always. 
All:    Thanks be to God. 
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Penitential Act                             Missa Sante Fe 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Collect 
 

 
L i t u r g y  o f  t h e  Wo r d  

 
First Reading (Spanish translation)                     Genesis 9:8-15 

En aquellos días, dijo Dios a Noé y a sus hijos: “Ahora establezco una alianza 
con ustedes y con sus descendientes, con todos los animales que los acompa-
ñaron, aves, ganados y fieras, con todos los que salieron del arca, con todo ser 
viviente sobre la tierra. Ésta es la alianza que establezco con ustedes: No 
volveré a exterminar la vida con el diluvio, ni habrá otro diluvio que destruya 
la tierra”. 

Y añadió: “Ésta es la señal de la alianza perpetua que yo establezco con ustedes 
y con todo ser viviente que esté con ustedes. Pondré mi arco iris en el cielo co-
mo señal de mi alianza con la tierra, y cuando yo cubra de nubes la tierra, 
aparecerá el arco iris y me acordaré de mi alianza con ustedes y con todo ser 
viviente. No volverán las aguas del diluvio a destruir la vida”. 
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Responsorial Psalm                 Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Second Reading (Spanish translation)                I Peter 3:18-22 

Hermanos: Cristo murió, una sola vez y para siempre, por los pecados de los 
hombres; él, el justo, por nosotros, los injustos, para llevarnos a Dios; murió en 
su cuerpo y resucitó glorificado. En esta ocasión, fue a proclamar su mensaje a 
los espíritus encarcelados, que habían sido rebeldes en los tiempos de Noé, 
cuando la paciencia de Dios aguardaba, mientras se construía el arca, en la que 
unos pocos, ocho personas, se salvaron flotando sobre el agua. Aquella agua 
era figura del bautismo, que ahora los salva a ustedes y que no consiste en qui-
tar la inmundicia corporal, sino en el compromiso de vivir con una buena con-
ciencia ante Dios, por la resurrección de Cristo Jesús, Señor nuestro, que subió 
al cielo y está a la derecha de Dios, a quien están sometidos los ángeles, las 
potestades y las virtudes. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel (Spanish translation)      Mark 1:12-15 

En aquel tiempo, el Espíritu impulsó a Jesús a retirarse al desierto, donde per-
maneció cuarenta días y fue tentado por Satanás. Vivió allí entre animales 
salvajes, y los ángeles le servían. 
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Bishop Bambera: Have they come to a deeper appreciation of their baptism, in which 
they were joined to Christ and his Church? 

Sponsors: They have. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Have they reflected sufficiently on the tradition of the Church, 
which is their heritage, and joined their brothers and sisters in   
prayer? 

Sponsors: They have. 

Bishop Bambera: Have they advanced in a life of love and service of others? 

Sponsors: They have. 
 

The Bishop addresses the entire assembly. 
 

Bishop Bambera: And now I speak to you, my brothers and sisters in this assembly:  
Are you ready to support the testimony expressed about these can-
didates and include them in your prayer and affection as we move 
toward Easter? 

All: We are. 

 
Act of Recognition 

 

Bishop Bambera: My friends, the Church recognizes your desire to be sealed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit and to have a place at Christ’s Eucharistic ta-
ble.  Join with us this Lent in a spirit of repentance.  Hear the Lord’s 
call to conversion and be faithful to your baptismal covenant. 

Candidates: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Bishop addresses the sponsors. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Sponsors, continue to support these candidates with your guidance 
and concern.  May they see in you a love for the Church and a sin-
cere desire for doing good.  Lead them this Lent to the joys of the 
Easter mysteries. 

 

Please stand. 
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Act of Admission or Election 
 
Bishop Bambera: My dear friends, I now declare you to be members of the elect, to be  

initiated into the sacred mysteries at the next Easter Vigil. 
 

Catechumens:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Bishop Bambera: God is always faithful to those he calls:  now it is your duty, as it is 

ours, both to be faithful to him in return and to strive courageously 
to reach the fullness of truth, which your election opens up before 
you. 

 

The Bishop addresses the godparents. 
 

 Godparents, you have spoken in favor of these catechumens: accept 
them now as chosen in the Lord and continue to sustain them 
through your loving care and example, until they come to share in 
the sacraments of God’s life. 

 

 
Celebration of the Call to Continuing Conversion 

 
Presentation of the Candidates 

 

Catherine Jantsch Butel, Diocesan Secretary for Parish Life 
presents the parishes who have candidates.  

 
Affirmation by the Sponsors and Assembly 
 

Bishop Bambera: The Christian life and the demands that flow from the  

 Sacraments cannot be taken lightly. Therefore, before granting 
these candidates their request to share fully in the Church’s sacra-
ments, it is important that the Church hear the testimony of their 
sponsors about their readiness. 

 

The Bishop addresses the sponsors: 
 

 Have they faithfully listened to the apostles’ instruction proclaimed 
by the Church? 

Sponsors: They have. 
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Después de que arrestaron a Juan el Bautista, Jesús se fue a Galilea para pred-
icar el Evangelio de Dios y decía: “Se ha cumplido el tiempo y el Reino de Dios 
ya está cerca. Arrepiéntanse y crean en el Evangelio”. 

 
Homily          The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D, J.C.L. 

 

 
C e l e b r at i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n  

 
Presentation of the Catechumens 

 

Catherine Jantsch Butel, Diocesan Secretary for Parish Life, 
 presents the catechumens to the Bishop. 

 
Bishop Bambera: Those who are to be chosen in Christ, please stand as your name is    

called.            
 

The catechumens are called by name by the RCIA Coordinators. 
 

 
Affirmation by the Godparents and the Assembly 

 
Bishop Bambera: God’s holy Church wishes to know whether these catechumens are 

sufficiently prepared to be enrolled among the elect for the coming 
celebration of Easter.   

 And so, I speak first of all to you their godparents. 
 

The Bishop addresses the Godparents. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Have they faithfully listened to God’s word proclaimed by the 
Church? 

Godparents: They have. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Have they responded to that word and begun to walk in God’s pres-
ence? 

Godparents: They have. 



8 

 

Bishop Bambera: Have they shared the company of their Christian brothers and sisters 
and joined with them in prayer? 

Godparents: They have. 
 

The Bishop addresses the entire assembly. 
 

Bishop Bambera: And now I speak to you, my brothers and sisters in this assembly:   
 Are you ready to support the testimony expressed about these cate-

chumens and include them in your prayer and affection as we move 
toward Easter? 

 

 

All: We are. 
 

 
Invitation and Enrollment of Names 
 

Bishop Bambera: And now, my dear catechumens, I address you.  Your own godpar-
ents and this entire community have spoken in your favor.  The 
Church in the name of Christ accepts their judgment and calls you to 
the Easter sacraments.  Since you have already heard the call of 
Christ, you must now express your response to that call clearly and in 
the presence of the whole Church.  Therefore, do you wish to enter 
fully into the life of the Church through the sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation, and the eucharist? 

 

Catechumens:   We do. 

 
Bishop Bambera: Then offer your names for enrollment. 

 
The Bishop is presented with the names of the catechumens  

as inscribed in each Book of the Elect.  The Bishop then signs each Book of the Elect.  

 
Hymn                              “Tesoros Ocultos”  
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