Diocese of Scranton
Day of Prayer for the Legal
Protection of Unborn Children

2021 Resource Guide
2021
Guide
THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF THE UNITED STATES HAVE
DESIGNATED JANUARY 22 AS A PARTICULAR DAY OF PRAYER
AND PENANCE, CALLED THE “DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE
LEGAL PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN.”
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"BEFORE I FORMED YOU IN THE WOMB I
KNEW YOU,BEFORE YOU WERE BORN I
DEDICATED YOU,A PROPHET TO THE
NATIONS I APPOINTED YOU."
JEREMIAH 1:5

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal
(GIRM), no. 373, directs: In all the Dioceses of the
United States of America, January 22 shall be
observed as a particular day of prayer for the full
restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to
life and of penance for violations to the dignity of
the human person committed through acts of
abortion.
02

Diocesan Event
Information
Mass for Life
On Friday, January 22 , 2021, Bishop
Joseph C. Bambera will celebrate a
Mass for Life in observance of the Day
of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children.
The 12:10pm mass be broadcast live
from the Cathedral of Saint Peter and
can be found on CTV and Diocesan
social media.

Rosary for Life
A recording of a Rosary for Life
featuring faithful from across the
Diocese of Scranton will be available
in mid-January.
This resource can be used for private
prayer, or as a parish resource.
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As individuals, we are called to observe this day
through the penitential practices of prayer, fasting
and/or almsgiving. The U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops provides resources to help parishes, schools,
families, ministries, and individual Catholics
participate in this important day of prayer and
penance.

SIMPLE STEPS
Here is a list of simple steps that you can use in your
parish, school, ministry, or at home to participate in the
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children
and associated activities. These steps offer ideas on how
to use the provided resources. Each step may not apply to
your specific circumstance, but most can be adapted to
suit your needs. Don’t be afraid to get creative!
1. Spread the word!
Include the 9 Days for Life flyer in your bulletins for the weekend(s) in
January before the start of the novena, or include the flyer in an email
newsletter. 9 Days for Life is designed so that Catholics all across the
nation can unite together in prayer for the protection of human life.
Encourage those in your community to sign up at 9daysforlife.com so
they automatically receive the novena when it begins! Short bulletin
announcements for 9 Days for Life are also provided below. Use one
of the sample bulletin announcements for the Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children the weekend before to inform
your community about the observance.
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2. Invite others to participate. Announce 9 Days for Life from the
pulpit on the weekends before the start of the novena and during
regularly scheduled ministry gatherings. Share about the Church’s
observance of the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn
Children the weekend prior to it, and encourage parishioners to
participate by offering up a personal act of prayer or penance.
Information on the Day of Prayer can be included during
announcements before or after Mass, or even highlighted during the
homily. Sample announcements are included below to help
you invite others to join in these important prayer opportunities.
3. Preach on respect for human life on January 22 and the
weekend prior. Sample homily helps are provided to aid priests
and deacons in preaching on respect for human life in their Sunday
homily and to observe the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children (January 22). For options for readings for January
22 and more information on this observance, visit
respectlife.org/january-22
4. Pray for the protection of human life
during the Prayer of the Faithful. Sample intercessions are
provided for use in the Prayer of the Faithful during Masses on
January 22 and the weekend before. Schools can use these
intercessions to observe the Day of Prayer by praying them together
at the beginning of class. Families can include these intercessions in
their regular prayers in the morning, evening, or before or after a
family meal.
5. Share what you’re doing. Use social media to share the daily 9 Days
for Life prayer intentions with the hashtag #9DaysforLife. Highlight part
of each day’s reflection that stuck out to you. If a group from your parish
is praying the novena together, share that on your parish social media
pages, and invite others to join you!
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Homily Helps
Homily notes are provided by the USCCB to help priests and
deacons preach on the Gospel of Life on the Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children (January 22) and the weekend
prior. While the Day of Prayer is observed on January 22, not all
parishioners will be able to attend this weekday Mass.
Incorporating Respect Life themes in the preceding Sunday Mass
homily will allow a greater number in the parish community to be
made aware of and participate in this day of prayer and penance
called for by the Church.

Click Here For
The Homily Help Guide
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Sample Intercessions
January 2021
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These sample intercessions were written for use during the
month of January to help observe the Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children (January 22); however,
many can be used throughout the year.
For the legal protection of unborn children
and for loving support for their mothers
before and after their births;
We pray to the Lord:
May all who suffer from
participating in abortion
turn to God’s loving forgiveness;
We pray to the Lord:
For public servants:
May God grant them the humility, wisdom,
and courage to defend all human life;
We pray to the Lord:
For our nation:
May God unite us in peace
and respect for each other
and reverence for all human life;
We pray to the Lord:
May friends and families of women
with difficult pregnancies
provide loving, life-affirming support
for both mother and child;
We pray to the Lord:

Bulletin Quotes
January 3rd
“Through the Incarnation and birth of Christ, God reveals to us the
dignity of all human life. Human life, as a gift of God, is sacred and
inviolable. The Son of God has united himself with every human being
and desires for us to share eternal life with him… Each of us is made in
the image and likeness of God, and we reflect his glory in the world.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“The Gospel of Life: A Brief Summary”
January 10th
"When we encounter Christ, experience his love, and deepen our
relationship with him, we become more aware of our own worth and
that of others. His love for each person is cause for great joy, and
growing understanding of this priceless treasure motivates us to
share his love with others. Our lives are often changed by the witness of
others; so too, others’ lives may be changed by our witness and
authentic friendship with them.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“How to Build a Culture of Life” (respectlife.org/culture-of-life)
January 17th
“There is such a wide spectrum of issues involving the protection of
human life and the promotion of human dignity. Good people
frequently disagree on which problems to address, which policies to
adopt and how best to apply them. But for citizens and elected
officials alike, the basic principle is simple: We must begin with a
commitment never to intentionally kill, or collude in the killing, of any
innocent human life, no matter how broken, unformed, disabled or
desperate that life may seem. In other words, the choice of
certain ways of acting is always and radically incompatible with the love
of God and the dignity of the human person created in His image.”
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United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
“Living the Gospel of Life,” © 1998 USCCB

Bulletin Quotes
January 24th
“There is such a wide spectrum of issues involving the protection of
human life and the promotion of human dignity. Good people
frequently disagree on which problems to address, which policies
to adopt and how best to apply them. But for citizens and elected
officials alike, the basic principle is simple: We must begin with a
commitment never to intentionally kill, or collude in the killing, of
any innocent human life, no matter how broken, unformed,
disabled or desperate that life may seem. In other words, the
choice of
certain ways of acting is always and radically incompatible with the
love of God and the dignity of the human person created in His
image.”
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
“Living the Gospel of Life,” © 1998 USCCB
January 31st
“Walk with each other. Do not be afraid to embrace God’s gift of
life. Whatever storms or trials we face, we are not alone. He is with
us. ‘Behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age’ (Matthew
28:20).”
NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission.
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
Respect Life Reflection: Be Not Afraid (respectlife.org/be-not-afraid)

Bulletin Art
You are welcome to use downloadable images from the
online Respect Life image gallery, provided they are not
altered in any way, other than the size.
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9 Days For Life
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9 Days for Life is a novena from
Thursday, January 21 – Friday,
January 29 for the protection of
human life. Each day’s intention
is accompanied by a short
reflection and suggested
actions to help build a culture
of life.

Resources for leaders are available below, including
novena printables, graphics, sample
announcements, and more.
NOVENA: Homepage

English

Spanish

GRAPHICS: Graphics are available for use in bulletins,

newsletters, social media, etc. View Image Gallery

FLYERS: Use the 9 Days for Life flyer to promote the novena in your
parish, school, or ministry. This is great for use in bulletins
and newsletters. Available as a full or half page size.
View All Versions

BULLETIN & PULPIT
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Suggested Weekends:
January 9-10 & 16-17, 2021

Download

