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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
 
INTRODUCTORY DIALOGUE (stand)       
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



HYMN              “We Glory in the Cross of Christ” 
                    ICH GLAUB AN GOTT/Chepponis  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALMODY (sit)         
  
 
Bishop:  What a great work of charity!  Death itself died when life was slain on a tree.   
 

 

Psalm 110: 1-5, 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All:  What a great work of charity!  Death itself died when life was slain on a tree.   

 

 

Cantor: 

All: 

Cantor: 

All: 

Cantor: 

All: 

All: 
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Bishop:  We worship your cross, O Lord, and we commemorate your glorious passion.  
  You suffered for us; have mercy on us.   
 

 

Psalm 116: 10-19 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Cantor:  I trusted, even when I said: 
  “I am sorely afflicted,: 
  and when I said in my alarm: 
  “No man can be trusted.” 
 
All:  How can I repay the Lord 
  for his goodness to me? 
  The cup of salvation I will raise; 
  I will call on the Lord’s name. 
 
Cantor:  My vows to the Lord I will fulfill 
  before all his people. 
  O precious in the eyes of the Lord 
  is the death of his faithful. 
 
All:  Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; 
  You have loosened my bonds. 
  A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: 
  I will call on the Lord’s name. 
 
Cantor:  My vows to the Lord I will fulfill 
  before all his people, 
  in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
  in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
 
All:  Praise the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit,  
  both now and for ever  
  the God who is, who was and is to come  
  at the end of the ages. 

 
All:  We worship your cross, O Lord, and we commemorate your glorious passion.  
  You suffered for us; have mercy on us.   



Bishop:  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,     
  for by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.   
 

Revelation 4:11; 5:9, 10, 12 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Cantor: O Lord our God, you are worthy 
 to receive glory and honor and power. 
 
All: For you have created all things; 
 by your will they came to be and were made. 
 
Cantor: Worthy are you, O Lord, 
 to receive the scroll and break open its seals. 
 
All: For you were slain; 
 with your blood you purchased for God 
 men of every race and tongue, 
 of every people and nation. 
 
Cantor: You made of them a kingdom, 
 and priests to serve our God, 
 and they shall reign on the earth. 
 
All: Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
 to receive power and riches, 
 wisdom and strength, 
 honor and glory and praise. 
 
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  
 and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning,  
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
All:  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,     
  for by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.   
 
 



READING                  Philippians 2: 6-11 
 
 
HOMILY                    The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.  
 
 
RENEWAL OF PRIESTLY PROMISES 
 

The Bishop invites the priests present to stand and for all priests  
to renew their dedication to Christ and to the service of His people. 

 
Bishop: Beloved sons, as today we commemorate the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 

Cross, are you resolved to renew, in the presence of your Bishop and God’s holy 
people, the promises you once made? 

 

Priests:  I am. 
 
Bishop:  Are you resolved to be more united with the Lord Jesus and more closely con-

formed to him, denying yourselves and confirming those promises about sacred 
duties towards Christ’s Church which, prompted by love of him, you willingly and 
joyfully pledged on the day of your priestly ordination? 

 

Priests:  I am. 
 
Bishop: Are you resolved to be faithful stewards of the mysteries of God in the Holy Eucha-

rist and the other liturgical rites and to discharge faithfully the sacred office of teach-
ing, following Christ the Head and Shepherd, not seeking any gain, but moved only 
by zeal for souls?   

 

Priests:  I am.  
 

Then the Bishop addresses the faithful. 
 
Bishop: As for you, dearest sons and daughters, pray for your Priests, that the Lord may 

pour out his gifts abundantly upon them, and keep them faithful as ministers of 
Christ, the High Priest, so that they may lead you to Him, who is the source of sal-
vation. 

 

Assembly: Christ, hear us.  Christ, graciously hear us. 
 
Bishop: And pray also for me, that I may be faithful to the apostolic office entrusted to me in 

my lowliness and that in your midst I may be made day by day a living and more 
perfect image of Christ, the Priest, the Good Shepherd, the Teacher and the Servant 
of all. 

 

Assembly: Christ, hear us.  Christ, graciously hear us. 
 



Bishop: May the Lord keep us all in his charity and lead all of us, shepherds and flock, to 
eternal life. 

 

Assembly: Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THANKGIVING (sit)       “Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam” 
                             Schutte 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL CANTICLE (stand)  

 

Bishop:  O cross, you are the glorious sign of our victory.      
  Through your power may we share in the triumph of Christ Jesus.   

 
Luke 1: 46-55 

 
 
 
 

 

All: My soul  proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior 
 

For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 

The Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his Name. 
 

He has mercy on those who fear him 
in every generation. 
 

He has shown the strength of his arm, 
he has scattered the proud  in their conceit. 
 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
  

He has come to the help of his servant Israel 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
 

the promise he made to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Spirit: 
 
As it was in the beginning is now, 
and will be forever.  Amen. 
 



All:  O cross, you are the glorious sign of our victory.     
  Through your power may we share in the triumph of Christ Jesus.   
 
 
INTERCESSIONS         
   
Bishop:  Let us pray with confidence to Christ who endured the cross to save us.   
 

“O God, Hear Us” 
             Hurd 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
PRAYER 
 

Bishop:  O God,  
  who willed that your Only Begotten Son  
  should undergo the cross to save the human race,  
  grant, we pray, that we, who have known his mystery on earth,  
  may merit the grace of his redemption in heaven.   
  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
  who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, for ever and ever.   
 

All:  Amen.   
 
 
GREETING, BLESSING, DISMISSAL 
 
Bishop:  The Lord be with you. 
 

All: And with your spirit. 
 

Bishop: Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 

All: Now and forever. 
 

Bishop: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 



All: Who made heaven and earth. 
 
Bishop: May almighty God bless you,  
 the Father,  and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

All: Amen. 
 
Bishop: Go in peace. 
 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
SONG OF SENDING FORTH                              “Lift High the Cross” 
                    

                      Nicholson/ arr. Hillert 
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