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4 Preachers poised to inspire for ‘revamped’ 96th Solemn Novena to Saint Ann

Father Mark Ward, CP Brother Andre Mathieu, CP Father David Colhour, CP

SCRANTON – The 96th 
annual  Solemn Novena  to 
Saint Ann at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of Saint Ann 
in West Scranton will begin on 
Friday, July 17, and continue with 
consecutive days of Eucharistic 
worship, devotional prayer and 
preaching, culminating with the 
celebration of the Solemnity Feast 
of Saint Ann on Sunday, July 26.

Very Rev. Passionist Father 
Richard Burke, rector of Saint 
Ann Passionist Monastery and 
director of the Saint Ann National 
Shrine Basilica, announces the 
guest preachers for this year’s 
Solemn Novena will include 
Passionist Fathers Mark Ward 
and David Colhour and Passionist 
Brother Andre Mathieu. Both 
Father Mark and Brother Andre 
currently are members of the 
Passionist religious community at 
Saint Ann’s.

According to Father Burke, 
the trio of Novena preachers have 
chosen “By His Wounds, We are 
Healed” as the overall theme for 
the annual ten-day devotion to Saint 
Ann – mother of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and grandmother of Jesus.

“Their theme reflects the 
place of the Passion of Jesus 
in our spiritual lives and the 
continuing power of His Passion 
penetrating the circumstances 
of our lives, even today,” the 
Passionist superior said.

Father Burke also shared 
that the 2020 Saint Ann Novena 
celebrates the 300th anniversary 
of the founding of the Passionist 
religious congregation, whose 
charism is to foster perpetual 
remembrance of the Passion of 
Jesus among the Church’s faithful.

“The Passionists do so by 
teaching others to pray about 
Jesus’ Passion and see (it) as a 
forming foundation of life leading 
to new life,” he explained.

Father  Mark  Ward  has 
embraced and shared in the 
Passionist ministries in the Diocese 
of Scranton since 2018. A native 
of Dunkirk, N.Y., Father Mark 
entered the Passionist seminary 
of Holy Family in West Hartford, 
Conn., in 1965. He was ordained 

a priest for the Congregation of 
the Passion in 1975 and prior to 
arriving in Scranton, served as 
rector of Saint Paul of the Cross 
Monastery in Pittsburgh.

A native of Hartford, Conn., 
Brother Andre Mathieu made his 
profession of religious vows in 
the Passionist order in 1962 and 
has ministered in various pastoral, 
formation and leadership positions 
in the Eastern Province of the 
Passionists throughout his religious 
life. For the past eight years, 
Brother Andre has belonged  to the 
Passionist community at Saint Ann 
Monastery, where he is the current 
Vicar (assistant superior).

Father David Colhour entered 
the Passionist congregation in 
1988 and celebrated his 25th 
anniversary of ordination as a 
Passionist priest last year. The 
Loveland, Colo., native son 
has ministered to the faithful 
at Passionist retreat centers in 
Detroit, Houston, Citrus Heights, 
Calif., and Bangalore, India, 
since 1994. Father David recently 
completed theological studies 
to assume his appointment as 

COVID-19 global pandemic. “We 
have much to pray about these 
days,” he said.

Father reiterated that all 
recommended precautions for 
the coronavirus health crisis will 
be strictly followed, and that 

2020 Novena Theme:
‘By His Wounds,
We Are Healed”

elderly devotees and those with 
underlying medical conditions are 
encouraged to remain at home and 
participate in the Solemn Novena 
via televised broadcasts.

The implemented changes 
in order to adhere to current 
restrictions and protocols for 
public gatherings include the 
required designation for seating 
to comply with social distancing 
guidelines, which will allow a 
maximum of 135 faithful in the 
Basilica church.

Hand-sanitizing stations are 
installed and congregants are 
requested to enter the Basilica 
through one front door and leave 
by way of an “exit only” door.

“Our goal is to pray fervently 
and pray safely throughout the ten 
days,” Father Richard said.

local superior of the Passionist 
community in Chicago, as well as 
to continue his leadership in the 
religious congregation.

Father Burke commented 
that this year’s Novena preachers 
will specifically encourage their 
congregation of listeners to be 
mindful of the continuing healing 
power of Christ’s Passion in their 
lives. He said they will explore the 
following spiritual themes through 
their daily homilies:

Discovery:  How do we 
discover who God is and what 
our relationship with God is called 
to be • Grieving • Living in hope 
through the turbulence of life • 
Challenge: What is my mission in 
life and where do I go from here? 
• Pruning, to bring about greater 
fruitfulness in life • Healing life’s 
hurts • Awesomeness: Seeing life 
in a new way • Praying: What is 
it really? • Making Love Work: 
Discovering the genius of God’s 
love in the Wounds of Christ • 
We Live All Alone & Together: 
Community of faith.

In addition, the Divine Liturgy 
of the Byzantine Catholic Rite 
celebrated by Bishop Kurt R. 
Burnette of the Passaic Byzantine 
Eparchy will be offered on Tuesday, 
July 21, at 5:30 p.m. in the Basilica 
of Saint Ann. The Solemn Closing 
of the Novena will be celebrated 
at 7:30 p.m. on Saint Ann’s feast 
day, July 26, with Bishop Joseph 
C. Bambera presiding. 

S t a t ing  tha t  t he  gues t 
preachers will take their lead 
from the founder of the Passionist 
congregation – Saint Paul of the 
Cross – Father Burke noted that 
the general and daily themes for 
the Solemn Novena will strike a 
chord of relevance to the current 

Worship Changes for This Year’s
Novena at Saint Ann Basilica

+  All Masses and services will be held indoors, as opposed to the 
traditional practice of holding three of the five daily services outdoors.

+ Due to the need to sanitize the Basilica after each service, the 
7:30 p.m. Mass and Novena service has been eliminated, except for 
the Solemn Closing of the Novena on the Feast of Saint Ann, when 
Bishop Joseph C. Bambera will celebrate the concluding liturgy on 
July 26 at 7:30 p.m.

+ Daily afternoon Eucharistic Adoration is cancelled, in order to 
properly sanitize after the 11:45 a.m. Mass and Novena, and all-night 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is suspended.

+ The Novena’s annual Healing Mass with the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick and the Mass for children and grandparents 
will not be held.

+ Only a general blessing of the faithful with the relic of Saint 
Ann will be imparted. No individual blessings with the relic will be 
offered.

+ Traditional tents and chairs in the Basilica’s front parking lot 
will not be set up. Stay-in-your-vehicle parking will be available 
throughout the front and immediate back parking lots, with all services 
broadcast over a sound system that can be accessed through FM radio. 
Communion will be brought to those in their cars.

+ Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of all 
Masses, and upon receiving, all communicants are required to leave 
by the exit door immediately.

+ Confessions will be available on a limited basis, with the 
sacrament being offered only every other day of the Novena. All 
confessions will be held for 45 minutes only in the Lower Basilica 
before the celebration of Masses and the 3:30 p.m. services. Social-
distancing guidelines will be in place.

+ Unlike years past, the traditional Saint Ann Novena food stand 
will not be open on the Basilica grounds.

+ Protective facial masks/coverings are required of all those 
in attendance at all times, including inside the Basilica, in the 
confessionals, and within the Shrine Center.

Father Burke added that those attending the Novena will be 
allowed to sit on the many benches around the Basilica property, 
since they are spaced sufficiently to provide for safe social distancing.
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DIVINE LITURGY - BYZANTINE RITE
Tuesday, July 21, 5:30 P.M.

CONFESSIONS
45 minutes before all Masses on July 17, 
19, 21, 23, 25, & 26 in the Lower Basilica

NOVENA DEVOTIONS
After 8 & 11:45 A.M., & 5:30 P.M. Masses

and at 3:30 P.M.

DAILY MASSES
8 and 11:45 A.M.; 5:30 P.M.

MASSES
8:00 A.M., 11:45 A.M. & 5:30 P.M.

NOVENA DEVOTIONS
After 8:00 A.M.  & 11:45 A.M. Masses

After 5:30 Mass
and at 3:30 P.M. (Devotions Only)

CONFESSIONS 4:00 AM
MASSES & DEVOTIONS 4:30 AM,

8:00 AM, 11:45 AM, & 5:30 PM, 
DEVOTIONS ONLY 3:30PM

Basilica of the National Shrine of St. Ann

SUNDAY
JULY 19, 2020

IN HONOR OF

General Blessing with Relic of St. Ann After Each Devotion

SOLEMN CLOSING SUNDAY, JULY 26, AT 7:30 P.M.
Pontifical Mass celebrated by Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.

1239 SAINT ANN STREET                                                                              SCRANTON, PA 18504
PASSIONIST  MONASTERY

JULY 17 to 26, 2020
PREACHERS: FR. DAVID COLHOUR, C.P., BROTHER ANDRE MATHIEU, C.P., & FR. MARK WARD, C.P.

St. Ann

• CTV COVERAGE •
91st

SOLEMN NOVENA

The Annual Solemn Novena to Saint Ann being held from July 17-26 at Saint Ann’s Monastery in 
Scranton, PA, will be broadcast on CTV: Catholic Television of the Diocese of Scranton, weekdays 
at 12:00 p.m., 3:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m., and on Saturday and Sunday at 6:00 p.m.
The Closing Ceremony being held on Sunday evening, July 26, will air on CTV on Tuesday, July 28 
at 8:00 p.m., and Wednesday, July 29, at 10 a.m.

STAY-IN-YOUR-CAR PARKING 
is available in front parking lot &
upper back parking lot. Services 

will be broadcast over loud speaker.

SAINT ANN'S FEAST DAY 
SUNDAY, JULY 26

• LOCAL TV COVERAGE •
WSWB: Mon.-Fri. 6:30AM to 7:30AM; Sat. & Sun. 4:00PM to 5:00PM; Solemn Closing July 27 4:00PM to 5:00PM

On Comcast - Channel #7 & #807 • Service Electric - Channel #11 • Dish - Channel #38
DirectTV - Channel #38 • Over-the-Air - Channel #38.1 & 56.2


