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D I O C E S E  O F  S C R A N T O N  
 

 
 

RITE OF ORDINATION OF PRIESTS 
 

The Reverend Jonathan P. Kuhar 

The Reverend Kevin M. Miller 

The Reverend Shawn M. Simchock 
 

Conferred through the imposition of hands  
and the invocation of the Holy Spirit by 

 

The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L. 
 
 

Bishop of Scranton 
 

Saturday, June 27, 2020 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Cathedral of Saint Peter 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 

 

 

 

 
 



4 

 

 

 

M I N I S T E R S  O F  T H E  L I T U R G Y  
 

 

PRINCIPAL CELEBRANT 
 

The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L. 
 

Bishop of Scranton 

 
CONCELEBRANTS 

 

Monsignor Thomas M. Muldowney, V.G. 
Vicar General of the Diocese 

 

 
ASSISTING PRIEST AND CONCELEBRANT 

 

Reverend Donald J. Williams 
Diocesan Director of Vocations and Seminarians 

 
DEACON OF THE MASS 

 

Reverend Mr. Mark J. DeCelles 

 
VESTING PRIESTS 

 

Reverend Michael M. Bryant 
Pastor, Saint John Neumann Parish, Scranton 

 

Reverend Anthony J. Generose, J.V. 
Pastor, Most Precious Blood Parish and Queen of Heaven Parish, Hazleton 

 

Reverend James R. Nash 
Saint Faustina Kowalska Parish, Nanticoke 

 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES 

 

Monsignor Dale R. Rupert 
Pastor, Cathedral of Saint Peter 

Reverend Jeffrey J. Walsh, V.E. 
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy 

 

Priests of the Diocese of Scranton 

 

Monsignor David A. Bohr 
Diocesan Secretary for Clergy Formation 

 

Priest Friends of the Ordinandi 
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READERS 
 

Patricia McEnery 
Maureen Ciavarella 

 
SERVER 

 

Michael Boris 

 
LITURGICAL MUSIC 

 

Linda Phillips Orseck 
Director and Organist 

 
 

Kate Leahy 
David Baloga 

Cantors 
 

Cathedral of Saint Peter Instrumentalists 

 
LITURGICAL ART AND ENVIRONMENT 

 

William J. Manley 

 
HOSPITALITY 

 

Seminarians of the Diocese of Scranton 

 
CATHOLIC TELEVISION OF THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON 

 

Eric Deabill 
Diocesan Secretary for Communications 

 

James Brennan              Dan Gallagher 
          CTV Manager         Community Affairs Manager 

 

The Ordination Mass will be rebroadcast on: 
 

Tuesday, June 30, 2020  at 8:00 p.m.  Wednesday, July 1, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. 

 
We gratefully acknowledge the publishers whose music was used in this worship guide  

by virtue of annual license agreement:  OneLicense.net #A-701111 
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Because of the current health crisis, congregational singing is not recommended 
so as to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.   

The lyrics are included in this worship aid for your personal prayer and reflection. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I N T R O D U C T O R Y  R I T E S  
 

 
ENTRANCE HYMN                          “I Will Go Up” 

Joncas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGN OF THE CROSS AND GREETING 
 

Bishop Bambera:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Assembly:  Amen.  
 
Bishop Bambera: Peace be with you. 
Assembly:  And with your spirit. 
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PENITENTIAL ACT                                                Heritage Mass 
                Alstott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GLORIA                   Heritage Mass 

                Alstott 
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COLLECT 

 
 
 

L I T U R G Y  O F  T H E  W O R D  
 

 
FIRST READING                        Isaiah 61: 1-3 
                 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM                    Psalm 110: 1, 2, 3, 4 

Proulx 

 
SECOND READING          II Corinthians 4: 1-2, 5-7 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                 “Alleluia” 

             Vulpius 
 
 

GOSPEL                        John 21: 15-17 
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R I T E  O F  O R D I N A T I O N  
 

 
ELECTION OF THE CANDIDATES 
 

The candidates to be ordained to the priesthood are called forward. They go to the Bishop before 
whom they make a sign of reverence. 
  
Deacon:   Let those who are to be ordained Priests come forward. 
   

Jonathan P. Kuhar 
Kevin M. Miller 
Shawn M. Simchock 

 
Candidates:  Present. 
 
Father Williams:       Most Reverend Father, holy mother Church asks you to ordain 

these, our brothers, to the responsibility of the Priesthood. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Do you know them to be worthy? 
 

Father Williams:    After inquiry among the Christian people and upon the 
recommendation of those responsible, I testify that they have been 
found worthy. 

 
Bishop Bambera:      Relying on the help of the Lord God and our Savior Jesus Christ, we 

choose these, our brothers, for the Order of the Priesthood. 
   

All present:  Thanks be to God.     
 

 
 

(Applause) 

 
 

HOMILY                Bishop Joseph C. Bambera 
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PROMISE OF THE ELECT 
 

The candidates declare their intentions to be ordained to the Priesthood and to fulfill its duties. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Dear sons, before you enter the Order of the Priesthood, you must 
declare before the people your intention to undertake this office. 
Do you resolve, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to discharge 
without fail the office of Priesthood in the presbyteral rank, as 
worthy fellow workers with the Order of Bishops in caring for 
the Lord’s flock? 

 

Elect:   I do. 
 
Bishop Bambera: Do you resolve to exercise the ministry of the word worthily and 

wisely, preaching the Gospel and teaching the Catholic faith? 
 

Elect:   I do. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Do you resolve to celebrate faithfully and reverently, in accord with 
the Church’s tradition, the mysteries of Christ, especially the 
Sacrifice of the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, for 
the glory of God and the sanctification of the Christian people? 

 

Elect:   I do. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Do you resolve to implore with us God’s mercy upon the people 
entrusted to your care by observing the command to pray without 
ceasing? 

 

Elect:   I do. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Do you resolve to be united more closely every day to Christ the 
High Priest, who offered himself for us to the Father as a pure 
Sacrifice, and with him to consecrate yourselves to God for the 
salvation of all? 

 

Elect:   I do, with the help of God.  
 
Then each one of the elect goes to the Bishop and, kneeling before him, places his joined hands 
between those of the Bishop. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Do you promise respect and obedience to me    
   and my successors? 
 

Elect:   I do. 
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Bishop Bambera: May God who has begun the good work in you bring it to 
fulfillment. 

 

 

LITANY OF SUPPLICATION 
 

The candidates lie prostrate on the floor in a gesture of solemn petition.  The assembly, through the 
intercession of all the saints, asks God’s blessing for the candidates to be ordained. 
 

Deacon:   Let us kneel. 
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PRAYER FOLLOWING THE LITANY 
 

Deacon (following the prayer):   Let us stand. 
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LAYING ON OF HANDS 
 

The elect kneels before the Bishop, and the Bishop lays his hands upon his head without saying 
anything.   

 
PRAYER OF ORDINATION 
 

After the Laying on of Hands, the Priests remain in the sanctuary alongside the Bishop until the end 
of the Prayer of Ordination. At the end of the Prayer of Ordination all reply: Amen. 

 
ANOINTING OF HANDS 
 

After the Prayer of Ordination, all sit.  The newly ordained Priests stand.  Father Bryant, Father 
Generose and Father Nash help the newly ordained Priests to arrange the stole in the manner proper 
to Priests and to put on the Chasuble.  After the new priests have been vested, they kneel before the 
Bishop, who will anoint their hands as he says: 
 

Bishop Bambera: The Lord Jesus Christ, whom the Father anointed with the Holy 
Spirit and power, guard and preserve you that you may sanctify the 
Christian people and offer sacrifice to God. 

 
Hymn—“Veni, Creator Spiritus” 

 
HANDING OVER OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 

After the Presentation of the gifts, the newly ordained will once again go before the Bishop, kneel,  
and receive the chalice and paten. 

 
Bishop Bambera:     Receive the oblation of the holy people, to be offered to God.     
   Understand what you do, imitate what you celebrate, and conform   
   your life to the mystery of the Lord’s Cross. 

 

 
THE FRATERNAL KISS 
 

The Bishop welcomes the newly ordained saying: 
 

Bishop Bambera: Peace be with you. 
Newly Ordained: And with your spirit. 
 
Likewise, all the Priests present give a sign of welcome to the newly ordained Priests. 
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L I T U R G Y  O F  T H E  E U C H A R I S T  
 

 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS                             “Firmly I Believe and Truly” 
            Newman 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO PRAYER 
 

Bishop Bambera: Pray, brothers and sisters…the Almighty Father.   
 

Assembly:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands   
 for the praise and glory of his name,    
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

Contributors: John Henry Newman, Mike Stanley Tune: © CJM MUSIC 
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PREFACE DIALOGUE 
 

Bishop Bambera: The Lord be with you. 
 

Assembly:  And with your spirit. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Lift up your hearts. 
 

Assembly:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

Assembly:    It is right and just. 

 

 
EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATIONS                               Heritage Mass                                                                                                                   

                Alstott 
 

 
 

C O M M U N I O N  R I T E  
 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
SIGN OF PEACE 
 

Bishop Bambera: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

Assembly:    And with your spirit. 

 
FRACTION RITE                  Heritage Mass 

                Alstott 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Bishop Bambera: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the 
world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 

Assembly: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
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COMMUNION HYMN              “Amén. El Cuerpo de Cristo” 
       Schiavone 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
 



17 

 

 

C O N C L U D I N G  R I T E S  
 

 
PONTIFICAL BLESSING 
 

Bishop Bambera:   The Lord be with you. 
 

Assembly:  And with your spirit. 
 
Bishop Bambera: Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 

Assembly:  Now and for ever. 
 

Bishop Bambera: Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 
 

Assembly:  Who made heaven and earth. 
 
Bishop Bambera: May almighty God bless you,  

the Father,  and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Assembly:  Amen.  

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

 

Deacon:  Go forth, the Mass is ended. 
 

Assembly:  Thanks be to God. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN            “O God, beyond All Praising” 
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SEMINARIANS FOR THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON 
 

William A. Asinari 
Saint John the Evangelist Parish, Honesdale 

 

Michael J. Boris 
Saint André Bessette Parish, Wilkes-Barre 

 

Reverend Mr. Mark J. DeCelles 
Immaculate Conception Parish, Scranton 

 

Thomas J. Dzwonczyk 
Saint John Vianney Parish, Scott Township 

 

Andrew T. McCarroll 
Saint Robert Bellarmine Parish, Wilkes-Barre 

 

Jan Carlo Perez 
Saint Matthew Parish, East Stroudsburg 

 

Marc J. Phillips 
Saint Maria Goretti Parish, Laflin 

 

David A. Pirolli 
Saint Jude Parish, Mountain Top 
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POPE FRANCIS’ 
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

 

God our Father, 
You made each of us 

to use our gifts in the Body of Christ. 
We ask you to inspire young people 

whom you call to priesthood and religious life 
to courageously follow your will. 

Send workers into your great harvest 
so that the Gospel is preached, 
the poor are served with love, 
the suffering are comforted, 

and your people are strengthened 
by the sacraments. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 


