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Seminarian Ryan P. 
Glenn continued on his 
path to Diocesan priesthood 
when he was ordained a 
transitional deacon at a 
Mass on Saturday, May 
27, in the Church of Saint 
Matthew, East Stroudsburg. 

Bishop Joseph C. 
Bambera was principal 
celebrant and ordain-
ing prelate at the litur-
gy, witnessed by fami-
ly, friends and members 
of the parish communi-
ty where Ryan has been 
serving a pastoral year.
      Ryan, the son of Ma-
ria and James Glenn, is 
a member of Saint Jude 
Parish, Mountain Top. 

Bishop Bambera de-
scribed the celebration as 
a day that truly bears the 
fruit of the risen Jesus in 
our midst.

Continued on page 3

Path to Priesthood
Ryan P. Glenn 

Ordained a 
Transitional 

Deacon

Bishop Bambera lays his hands on seminarian Ryan 
P. Glenn during his ordination as a transitional 
deacon on May 27. The Catholic Light Photo/Mike Melisky

Our salute to Catholic 
High School graduates 
as well as this year’s 
Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Scholars begins 
on page 10.

Couples celebrating their 25th or 50th year of marriage in 2017 renewed their 
marriage vows at the Wedding Anniversary Mass last Sunday in the Cathedral of 
Saint Peter. In foreground are Joan M. and Robert J. Warhola from St. Rose of Lima 
Parish, Carbondale, married 50 years. In the next pew are Carol and Patrick Padula, 
SS. Anthony & Rocco Parish, Dunmore, married 25 years. See page 2.

Love and Commitment

VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
– Pope Francis and U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump spent 30 
minutes speaking privately in 
the library of the Apostolic 
Palace May 24, and as the 
president left, he told the pope, 
“I won’t forget what you said.”

Pope Francis gave Trump 
a split medallion held together 
by an olive tree, which his 
interpreter told Trump is “a 
symbol of peace.”

The pope told Trump, “I 
am giving you this because I 
hope you may be this olive 
tree to make peace.”

The president respond-
ed, “We can use peace.”

Pope Francis also gave 
the president a copy of his 

Pope, Trump speak of hopes for peace

Pope Francis greets U.S. President Donald Trump during 
a private audience at the Vatican May 24. 
message for World Peace 
Day 2017 and told him, 
“I signed it personally for 
you.” In addition, he gave 
Trump copies of three of his 

documents: The Joy of the 
Gospel; Amoris Laetitia, on 
the family; and Laudato Si,’
on the environment.

Continued on page 2

Congrats to
Our Grads!
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The Wedding Anniversary Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Bambera last Sunday in the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter was an occasion to recognize the role married 
couples play in the Church’s mission to bring God’s 
faithful love into the world. Couples celebrating 
their 25th or 50th year of marriage in 2017 had the 
opportunity to renew their marriage vows.

“In the living together as husband and wife, we 
find a fertile environment for living out the Gospel 
in an authentic manner,” the Bishop said.

How providential that on a day in which the 
Church celebrates the loving, relational nature 
of God in this Solemnity of the Most Holy Trin-
ity, we also celebrate one of the most powerful 

Vows of
Love and Commitment

In front pew, from left: Briget A. and William J. Ford, St. Nicholas Parish, Wilkes-
Barre, married 25 years; Kathryn A. and Thomas J. Madigan, Our Lady of Hope 
Parish, Wilkes-Barre, married 25 years.

Helen and Richard Gohsler, Mary, Mother of 
God Parish, Scranton, are celebrating their 
60th wedding anniversary today, June 15. 

Pictured above are Cesira 
and Joseph F. Berardelli, 
Mary, Mother of God Parish, 
Scranton, married 50 years.

manifestations of that love as evidenced in your lives through 
the Sacrament of Marriage, he noted. Indeed, in the marriage 
ritual, the relationship of a husband and wife is described as 
a reflection of the love that God, in Jesus, has for his people. 
Christian marriage is described as “so holy a mystery that it 
symbolizes the marriage of Christ and his Church,” an image 
of the covenant between God and his people. 

“Marriage – your marriage – has endured because you have 
come to see it as part of something much bigger than yourselves,” 
Bishop Bambera said. You have come to see your marriage as 
something of a mystery – the mystery of God’s love woven into 
creation – embraced in your lives – and lived through God’s 
grace – in your relationship with each other.”

Continued from page 1
Knowing that Pope Francis frequently has quoted the Rev. Martin 

Luther King Jr., Trump presented Pope Francis with a large gift box 
containing five of the slain civil rights leader’s books, including a signed 
copy of The Strength to Love.

“I think you will enjoy them,” Trump told the pope. “I hope you do.”
The Vatican described the president’s meetings with both the pope 

and with top Vatican diplomats as consisting of “cordial discussions,” 
with both sides appreciating “the good existing bilateral relations be-
tween the Holy See and the United States of America, as well as the joint 
commitment in favor of life, and freedom of religion and of conscience.”

“It is hoped that there may be serene collaboration between the 
state and the Catholic Church in the United States, engaged in service 
to the people in the fields of health care, education and assistance to 
immigrants,” the Vatican said.

The discussions also included “an exchange of views” on inter-
national affairs and on “the promotion of peace in the world through 
political negotiation and interreligious dialogue, with particular 
reference to the situation in the Middle East and the protection of 
Christian communities.”

Although the president and Pope Francis are known to have serious 
differences on issues such as immigration, economic policy and climate 
change, the pope told reporters 11 days before the meeting that he would 
look first for common ground with the U.S. leader.

“There are always doors that are not closed,” the pope told reporters 
May 13. “We have to find doors that are at least a little open in order 
to go in and speak about things we have in common and go forward.”

WASHINGTON (CNS) – Catholic leaders said President Donald 
Trump’s decision to withdraw the United States from the Paris climate 
change agreement snubs the needs of impoverished people around the world 
and eschews responsibility to begin addressing the causes of global warming.

They joined a broad cross section of U.S. society and world leaders 
and organizations in decrying the June 1 announcement.

The leaders focused their concerns on the needs of communities 
around the world that they say contribute least to climate change but 
suffer the most from it. They pointed to impoverished people who have 
been forced to migrate to other lands to make a living because of drought, 
changing weather patterns or rising sea levels.

Many organizations pointed to Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical, Lau-
dato Si’, on Care for Our Common Home, in which he called all people 
to respect God’s creation and remember that the welfare of each person 
is integral to human life and future of the planet.

Bishop Oscar Cantu of Las Cruces, New Mexico, chairman of the 
U.S. bishops’ Committee on International Justice and Peace, called 
Trump’s decision “deeply troubling.”

“The Scriptures affirm the value of caring for creation and caring for 
each other in solidarity. The Paris agreement is an international accord that 
promotes these values,” Bishop Cantu said in a statement released shortly 
after the president made his announcement in the White House Rose Garden.

“President Trump’s decision will harm the people of the United 
States and the world, especially the poorest, most vulnerable commu-
nities,” the bishop said.

“The impacts of climate change are already being experienced 
in sea level rise, glacial melts, intensified storms and more frequent 
droughts,” Bishop Cantu said. “I can only hope that the president will 
propose concrete ways to address global climate change and promote 
environmental stewardship.”

A statement from the leaders of 11 organizations asked Trump to 
reconsider his action. The leaders said Catholic teaching maintains that 
climate change is a “grave moral issue” that threatens commitments to 
protect human life, health, dignity and security, promote the common 
good, exercise a preferential option for the poor, living in solidarity with 
future generations, realize peace and care for creation.

U.S. decision to abandon climate accord
disappoints Catholic organizations

Pope meets with President Trump
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Continued from page 1
“What a blessing this day is for Ryan, for all of us, and 

particularly for those of you who have been entrusted with the 
care and formation of our brother throughout the many years of 
his journey of life that brings him to this faith-filled moment,” 
he said. “To Ryan’s entire family and especially his parents, Jim 
and Maria, thank you for your commitment, your example, your 
support and the gift of your son to the Church.” 

The Bishop noted that a great deal of time and effort has been 
expended by Ryan and so many others who have helped him to 
discern the will of God and his call to be a co-worker with your 
fellow deacons, with the priests of this local Church and with 
me, your bishop. 

“In short, to be an authentic disciple of Jesus means to put 
ourselves in the humble, demanding role of servant to others and 
to intentionally seek the happiness and fulfillment of those we love 
regardless of the cost to ourselves,” he said. “So if you want your 
ministry as a deacon to be fruitful, Ryan, you must root yourself 
in Jesus’ life and love.”

Bishop Bambera cited Pope Francis, who has often reminded 
the bishops, priests and deacons of our Church, you must cultivate 
in your heart “the virtues of courage, humility and generosity” and 
surrender yourself to Jesus Christ and His Body, the Church, in 
order to serve as an authentic and effective minister for the sake 
of those entrusted to your pastoral care. 

“And so, with great joy, Ryan, the Diocese of Scranton calls 
you forth for the sacrament of Holy Orders,” Bishop Bambera 
said. “Although you indeed possess tremendous gifts and talents, 
we pray that you will always rely upon the grace of God to fill up 
whatever may be lacking in you to carry out fully the ministry of 
the Diaconate that will be entrusted to you this day.”

Path to Priesthood
Ryan P. Glenn Ordained

a Transitional Deacon

Among the principals at the 
ordination were, 1st row from left: 
Monsignor Thomas Muldowney, Vicar 
General of the Diocese; Reverend Mr. 
Ryan Glenn; Bishop Bambera; Monsignor 
David Bohr, Diocesan Secretary for 
Clergy Formation; Reverend Donald 
Williams, Diocesan Director of Vocations 
and Seminarians. 2nd row: Reverend 
Joseph Evanko, pastor of St Jude’s 
Parish, Mountain Top (Ryan’s home 
parish); Reverend Joseph Mosley, 
assistant pastor, St. Matthew’s Parish, 
East Stroudsburg. 3rd row: Reverend 
Jerry Shantillo, pastor of St. Matthew’s 
Parish and an Assistant Vocation 
Director; Reverend Jeffrey Walsh, V.E., 
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy. 4th row: 
Reverend Shane Kirby, V.E., S.T.L., J.C.L., 
Chancellor of the Diocese; and Reverend 
Scott Detisch, associate professor 
of Systematic Theology, St. Mary’s 
Seminary and University, Baltimore.

Bishop Bambera accepts offertory 
gifts from Ryan’s parents, Maria and 
James Glenn. The ordination was witnessed by a joyful assembly of 

family, friends and members of the St. Matthew parish 
community, where Ryan has been serving a pastoral year. 
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BISHOP BAMBERA’S SCHEDULE
June 13-16 – United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Spring General Meeting
June 18 – Solemnity of the Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
Mass, St. James Church, Forest City, 11:00 a.m.
June 19 – Commissioning of Lay Ministry Candidates Mass, St. 
Peter’s Cathedral, Scranton, 7:00 p.m.
June 20 – Diocesan Priest & Elder Religious 40th Anniversary 
Mass, Misericordia University, Dallas, 4:00 p.m.
June 22 – Priest Jubilarians’ Mass, St. Peter ‘s Cathedral, 
Scranton, 12:10 p.m.
June 22 – Sacred Heart Vigil Mass, IHM Center, Marywood 
University, Scranton, 5:00 p.m.
June 24 – Mass & Groundbreaking Ceremony, St. Eulalia’s 
Church, Roaring Brook Township, 4:00 p.m.
June 27 – Quo Vadis Vocations Program, Misericordia 
University, Dallas, 4:00 p.m.
June 28 – Light the Fire Youth Rally Closing, Mass 
Misericordia University, Dallas, 7:00 p.m.
June 30-July 8 – Convocation of Catholic Leaders Conference, 
Orlando, Fla.

CLERGY APPOINTMENTS
His Excellency, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, announces the following 

appointments, effective as indicated.

PASTOR
Reverend Joseph P. Elston, from Chaplain and Dean of Students, Holy 

Redeemer High School, Wilkes-Barre, and Sacramental Minister, Holy Fam-
ily Parish, Luzerne, to Pastor, St. John the Evangelist Parish, Pittston, and St. 
Joseph Marello Parish, Pittston, effective June 26, 2017. Father Elston will 
continue to serve as Chaplain to Marywood University and Chaplain of the 
Diocesan Apostolate for Persons with Disabilities.

Father Simon Harkins, F.S.S.P., to Pastor, St. Michael’s Parish, Scranton, 
effective July 1, 2017.

Reverend Andrew Kurovsky, from Senior Priest, St. Ignatius Loyola 
Parish, Kingston, to Pastor, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Peckville, effective 
September 20, 2017.

Reverend Leo J. McKernan, from Senior Priest, Saint John the Evange-
list Parish, Pittston, to Pastor, St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Kingston, effective 
June 26, 2017.

PASTOR EMERITUS
Monsignor John J. Bendik, from Pastor, St. John the Evangelist Parish, 

Pittston, to Pastor Emeritus, St. John the Evangelist Parish, Pittston, effective 
June 26, 2017.

Monsignor Peter P. Madus, from Pastor, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, 
Peckville, to Pastor Emeritus, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Peckville, effective 
September 20, 2017.

Reverend James E. McGahagan, from Pastor, St. Andrew’s Parish, 
Wilkes-Barre, to Pastor Emeritus, St. Andrew’s Parish, Wilkes-Barre, effective 
July 6, 2017.

Reverend Joseph S. Sitko, from Pastor, St. Mary’s Parish, Waymart, to 
Pastor Emeritus, St. Mary’s Parish, Waymart, effective July 6, 2017.

ASSISTANT PASTOR
Reverend Jackson Pinhero, OS.J., from Administrator, St. Joseph Marello 

Parish, Pittston, to Assistant Pastor, St. John the Evangelist Parish, Pittston, 
and St. Joseph Marello Parish, Pittston, effective June 26, 2017.

PARISH LIFE COORDINATOR
Deacon Edward T. Kelly, from Diaconal Ministry, Christ the 

King Parish, Archbald, and Director, Pontifical Mission Societies, 
to Parish Life Coordinator, St. Mary’s Parish, Waymart.   As Parish 
Life Coordinator, Deacon Kelly will provide on-site pastoral care 
in the absence of a pastor. Reverend Joseph S. Sitko will serve as 
Sacramental Minister, providing Mass and the other sacraments on 
a regular basis.   Reverend Richard E. Czachor, V.E., Episcopal 
Regional Vicar for the Eastern Pastoral Region, will serve as Priest 
Moderator. Effective July 6, 2017.

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT
Reverend Brian J.T. Clarke, to Director, Pontifical Mission Societies, 

effective July 6, 2017.  Father Clarke will continue to serve as Pastor, Ascension 
Parish, Forest City, and St. Katharine Drexel Parish, Pleasant Mount.

Father José Zepeda, F.S.S.P., from Pastor, St. Michael’s Parish, Scranton, 
to ministry within the Fraternity’s new Apostolate in the Diocese of Fresno, at 
the direction of his North American District Superior, effective July 1, 2017.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Reverend John J. Chmil, from Pastor, St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Kings-

ton, to Leave of Absence, effective June 1, 2017.

King’s College recently celebrated its 68th Annual Commencement 
exercises May 21 at Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza. Approximately 450 
students received either a master’s or bachelor’s degree. Pictured are members 
of the stage party, from left: Thomas R. Smith, a 1977 graduate of King’s and 
chair of the College’s Board of Directors; Bishop Bambera; Reverend John J. 
Ryan, C.S.C., King’s president; Patrick Murphy, 1996 King’s graduate, former U.S. 
Congressman, former Undersecretary of the U.S. Army, honorary doctorate 
recipient and commencement speaker; Rose Marie Panzitta, local resident 
and honorary degree recipient; and Robert Mulligan, who accepted honorary 
degree for his brother William. 
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Mission education coordinator 
retiring; director assuming parish 
leadership position

The Diocese of Scranton Of-
fice of the Pontifical Mission So-
cieties in the U.S., which has been 
recognized nationally for its work 
to promote a mission spirituality 
among the faithful of this local 
Church, is undergoing a leadership 
transition with the retirement of its 
mission education coordinator and 
a new assignment for its director.

O n  J u n e  3 0 ,  M i r i a m 
Heverline, who has served as 
mission education coordinator for 
30 years, will retire. On July 6, 
Deacon Ed Kelly, who has been 
director of the office for the past 
12 years, will assume the role of 
Parish Life Coordinator for Saint 
Mary’s Parish in Waymart.

“It is with great pride and 
deep gratitude that we recognize 
Ed and Miriam for their dedication 
to the work of the missions. They 
have helped all of us here in the 
Diocese of Scranton to appreciate 
a greater understanding of what it 
means to ‘go forth’ and bring the 
Good News of the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth,” said Bishop 
Joseph C. Bambera.

“Pope Francis has said that 
‘Mission is a passion for Jesus and 
at the same time a passion for his 
people.’ Miriam and Ed embody 
that spirit of evangelization and 
care for people from every land 
and culture.”

The Pontifical Mission Soci-
eties are based in Rome and have 
a national headquarters in New 
York City. Each diocese has an 
office under the supervision of 
local bishop.

The Pontifical Mission So-
cieties is a group of four inter-
related societies: the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith, the 
Missionary Childhood Associa-
tion, the Society of St. Peter the 
Apostle, and the Missionary Union 
of Priests, Religious & Laity.

The principal aim of these 
societies is to promote a mission 
spirituality and global vision in 
the hearts and minds of the faith-
ful. This is accomplished through 
an increase of education, prayer, 
material and financial support, 
and local missionary involvement 
among the religious and laity in 
spreading the good news of Jesus 
around the world.

Through activities such as 

Transition Occurring in Pontifical Mission Societies Office

Miriam Heverline, mission education coordinator, and 
Deacon Ed Kelly, director, pictured in the Diocesan Office 
of the Pontifical Mission Societies.

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera 
has appointed Reverend Brian 
J.T. Clarke as director of the 
Diocesan Office of the Pontifical 
Mission Societies.

Father Clarke will assume 
the position on July 6. He will 
remain pastor of Ascension Par-
ish, Forest City, and Saint Kath-
arine Drexel Parish, Pleasant 
Mount; and continue to serve as 
an Assistant Vocation Director.

“Father Clarke’s devotion 
to mission-oriented service and 
his experience ministering to 
our young people in various 
roles will serve him well in this 
position,” Bishop Bambera said. 
“I am grateful to him for accept-
ing this additional responsibility 
and carrying forth the important 
work of our Mission Office.”

Father Clarke previously 
was chaplain at Holy Redeemer 
High School in Wilkes-Barre 
and later Holy Cross High 
School in Dunmore.

He has been on mission in 
Guyana, South America, and for 
the past three summers led groups 
of young people to West Virginia 
to serve with Habitat for Human-
ity. He will be leading another 
group this summer to areas in 
New Jersey still affected by Hur-
ricane Sandy, also with Habitat. 

Father Clarke, who was 
ordained on June 30, 2007, was 
assistant pastor of Saint Thom-

Bishop Appoints New Mission Office Director

Father Brian J.T. Clarke

as Aquinas, Archbald and Saint 
Mary of Czestochowa, Eynon; 
administrator of Our Lady of 
Victory Parish in Harveys Lake; 
administrator of Blessed Sacra-
ment, Saint Francis of Assisi and 
Saint John the Baptist parishes in 
Wilkes-Barre; and administrator of 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter.

He also served as Master of 
Ceremonies for Bishop Bambera 
for four years.

Father Clarke is the son of 
James Clarke, Sr. of Ashley and 
the late Kathryn Clarke. After 
graduating from Hanover Area 
Jr./Sr. High School, he entered the 
University of Scranton and the for-
mer St. Pius X Seminary in Dalton. 
He continued his studies for the 
priesthood at St. Mary’s Seminary 
and University in Baltimore and 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in 
Philadelphia. He also attended the 

Institute for Priestly Formation 
at Creighton University.

Father Clarke was asked 
to pursue further theological 
studies at The Pontifical Lat-
eran University in Rome, and 
graduate work at The Pontifical 
John Paul II Institute at The 
Catholic University of America 
in Washington, D.C. While in 
Washington he celebrated Mass, 
served as a retreat master, and 
helped in other capacities for the 
Missionaries of Charity.

“I am humbled by Bishop 
Bambera’s invitation to serve as 
director of the Pontifical Mis-
sion Societies for the Diocese,” 
Father Clarke said. “I look for-
ward to guiding the efforts of 
the generous and selfless hearts 
of the faithful of the Diocese 
who continue to serve the poor, 
disadvantaged and vulnerable 
throughout the world.

“Under the inspired leadership 
of Monsignor John Esseff, Miriam 
Heverline and most recently Dea-
con Ed Kelly, the Scranton Mission 
Office has a storied past which 
has taken our young people and 
other faithful men and women to 
all corners of our world to preach 
the Gospel in word and deed and 
to lift the burdens of those most in 
need. I know that where I am lack-
ing God will provide and I ask for 
prayers as I assume this ministry in 
the Diocese.”

World Mission Sunday; visits to 
schools and parishes; mission 
trips; and hosting priests and 
religious from missionary coun-
tries, the office raises awareness 
of the needs of the local churches 
in Third World countries and en-
courages financial support as they 
evangelize our poorer brothers 
and sisters. 

Over the years, our Dioce-
san Mission Office has received 
multiple First- and Second-Place 
and Honorable Mention awards in 
the annual Archbishop Edward T. 
O’Meara Journalism Award for out-
standing promotion of World Mis-
sion News coverage, and promotion 
of World Mission Sunday. The 
awards cite reporting of mission 
activities in The Catholic Light. 

The Mission Office has been 
guided by the steady hand of Dea-
con Kelly for the past 12 years. Or-
dained to the permanent diaconate 
in November 2004, he became the 
first deacon to lead the office when 
he was appointed to the position in 
the spring of 2005, and also was 
the first deacon assigned to the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter.

During his time as mission 
director, he has preached in al-
most every parish in the Diocese 
and in every Catholic elementary 
and high school. He participated 
as co-leader/spiritual director on 
10 mission trips for high school 
juniors and on adult mission trips 
to Haiti, Africa, Mexico and South 
America.

Readers of The Catholic Light 
enjoyed a virtual ride on these 
journeys and a first-hand account 
of the missionary experience via 
the nearly 200 “Mission Mes-

sage” columns he wrote for the 
newspaper.

Deacon Kelly has been a 
member of the National Pontifi-

cal Mission Societies Board and 
Council since 2011. And for the 
past nine years he has served as 
deacon at Christ the King Parish 
in Archbald/Eynon.

He has been married to Patri-
cia A. Kelly 33 years. She was the 
coordinator of the Wives Program 
for the Diaconate from 2010-2015.

“Serving the missionary 
Church has been both rewarding 
and spiritually fulfilling. I have 
learned many lessons from the 
poorest of the poor, and I hope 
my service to the mission dioces-
es brought the love of Jesus and 
some good to the world,” Deacon 
Kelly said.

He also expressed his “heart-
felt gratitude” to our Diocesan 
Mission Board and all his co-work-
ers in various diocesan offices, 
parishes and schools for their 
collaboration and cooperation in 

promoting the World Mission mes-
sage in our Diocese and beyond.

Much of the office’s progress 
throughout the past three decades 
is due to the dedicated work of Ms. 
Heverline, who began her tenure 
as mission education coordinator 
in 1987 under then-director Mon-
signor John Esseff.

Together they developed a 
plan to acquaint our Catholic 
school students with the call to 
help their sisters and brothers in 
distant lands. Ms. Heverline also 
participated in numerous mission 
trips with other pilgrims to offer 
presence and assistance to count-
less people from Haiti to Mexico to 
Thailand to areas in the U.S. such 
as Arizona.

This process set the founda-
tion for the office’s endeavors in 
subsequent years.

Continued on page 7
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In February of this year, Bishop Bambera communicated with all pastors and Pastoral 
Councils, extending an invitation titled “Fulfilling the Vision: Diocesan Consultation on Renewing 
Parishes.” In his message, Bishop expressed its purpose in this way: “While continuing the visioning 
efforts already underway in individual parishes, and maintaining a focus on the particular pastoral 
leadership approach needed when a change of pastor is imminent, it is apparent to me that there are 
additional questions to ponder in the process of renewing our parishes. For us to continue to grow in 
vibrancy, we must empower our parish communities even more broadly and begin – proactively – to 
consider new ways of doing so, ways that engage all generations of the faithful.” 

 To this end, the Diocesan Consultation on Renewing Parishes has been extended to all of the 
parishes for your active participation. Bishop’s questions about immediate priorities and future 
hopes were discussed in Pastoral Council meetings during February through April, and responses 
from 95 parishes have been received to date in the Office for Parish Life. All parishes are still 
welcome to respond and to participate in the workshops which are now being offered precisely to 
provide the requested resources.

Based on the local parish process and feedback, rich toolkits have been created for each of 
the priority areas for parish renewal. At this time all parishes are urged to send a team to one or 
more of the workshops shown below. This will be a “hands-on” interactive workshop allowing 
your team to begin right away to put the toolkit to good use. The first parishes taking part in 
this “pilot” round of workshops will also help to refine and improve the tools for additional 
workshop opportunities in the future. 

Each workshop will be conducted twice this summer – allowing parish teams a choice of date 
and location. Consider a combination of your most dedicated volunteers and some team members 
who will be brand new to this area of parish ministry.

	ENERGIZING PARISH-WIDE COMMUNICATIONS 
o	 June 13 6-9pm—Our Lady of Victory Parish, Tannersville 
o	 June 15 6-9pm—Ss. Peter and Paul Parish, Plains 

	ENGAGEMENT: CALLING FORTH THE GIFTS OF THE COMMUNITY 
o	 June 14, 6-9pm—Immaculate Conception Parish, Freeland 
o	 June 20, 6-9pm—St. Maria Goretti Parish, Laflin 

	CREATING A CULTURE OF WELCOME AND HOSPITALITY 
o	 June 22, 6-9pm—St. Robert Bellarmine Parish, Wilkes-Barre 
o	 June 26, 6-9pm—Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Montoursville 

	DEVELOPING AN EVANGELIZATION LENS FOR ALL OF PARISH LIFE 
o	 June 19, 6-9pm—St. John Parish, Susquehanna 
o	 June 27, 6-9pm—St. John Parish, Larksville 

	DISCERNING AND ORIENTING COUNCIL MEMBERS; INITIAL STAGES OF 
PASTORAL PLANNING 

o	 Sept. 6—St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish, Pocono Pines 
o	 Sept. 13—St. Lawrence Parish, Williamsport 

	BUILDING, RENEWING RCIA TEAM AND PARISH APPROACH 
o	 Deacon Course open to all parish RCIA Directors and Teams: August 25-

26, and September 8-9 Diocesan Pastoral Center, Scranton 
o	 Ministry Formation Skills Workshop – September 16, St. Catherine’s, 

Moscow 
	FORMING PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY AND SERVICE TEAM 

o	 Sept. 23—Service Convocation for Ministries of Justice, Charity and 
Peacemaking 

o	 Parish or Cluster of Parishes—Local Workshop by request 
To reserve a spot for your parish team for any of these workshops, please complete the form at: 

http://tinyurl.com/fulfillingthevision
All parishes, and especially those whose target priority is in some area of Faith Formation, 

will also want to plan for the August “Catechist Camp” – a full week of formation opportunities 
for persons in all dimensions of catechetical ministry.  All DREs, catechists, youth ministry leaders, 
Catholic school teachers and parents are invited to join us for a day of Catechist Camp in August.  In 
last year’s Catechist Camp, we introduced the work of LifelongFaith Associates in “Re-Imagining 
Faith Formation for the 21st Century.” This year’s Catechist Camp will provide two different 
Innovation Labs, designed and facilitated through LifelongFaith Associates. More details will be 
published soon.

FULFILLING THE VISION FOR PARISH RENEWAL MOVES FORWARD IN ACTION PLANS

The ongoing work of parish pastoral planning and renewal 
is critical for achieving the mission entrusted to the Church. 
The involvement of Parish Pastoral and Finance Councils in this 
consultative process, along with the whole parish community, 
is also essential in order to prepare parishes for the challenges 
of changing pastoral leadership. All of the work of “Fulfilling the 
Vision,” described in the article on this page, is necessary for 
creating stability and the capacity to collaborate which is needed 
for the leadership models being introduced in new ways in nine 
parishes of the Diocese this summer:
Newly Linked Parishes:

•	 St. Peter, Wellsboro, with St. Thomas, Elkland
•	 Ss. Peter and Paul, Plains, with St. Benedict, Wilkes-

Barre
•	 St. John the Evangelist, Pittston, with St. Joseph 

Marello, Pittston
Newly Appointed Parish Life Coordinators:

•	 St. Andrew, Wilkes-Barre
•	 St. Mary, Waymart

Parish served by Religious Order Priest
•	 Holy Family, Luzerne
In each parish, when the need arises for a change of 

pastoral leadership, the current parish plan and circumstances 
are reviewed, with consultation, in order to discern the approach 
which will serve both the needs of the parish and the needs 
of the whole Diocese. Each decision is made with a view to 
maximizing the ministry of the clergy and mobilizing the gifts of 
all the baptized in the service of the gospel mission entrusted to 
us by Jesus Christ.  

“Parishes motivated to achieve ongoing renewal and vitality,” 
proposes Bishop Bambera, “will not only recognize more fully 
their particular strengths, but also what they can contribute to 
partnerships with other parishes, to leadership support within 
their own parish, and to parish sustainability into the future.” 

PARISHES PREPARE FOR CHANGING PASTORAL LEADERSHIP

B L O O M F I E L D ,  C o n n . 
(CNS) – The new pastoral plan 
that the Archdiocese of Hartford 
announced May 7 involves a num-
ber of parish closings and mergers.

The changes, announced 
during a news conference at the 
Archdiocesan Center at St. Thom-
as Seminary, will leave the arch-
diocese with 127 parishes, down 
from its current total of 212. It also 
calls for 144 parishes to merge into 
59 newly named parishes and for 
68 parishes to remain unchanged, 
said Father James Shanley, vicar 
of the Office of Pastoral Planning.

Church officials cited the 
changing demographics, lower 
Mass attendance and fewer priests 
as drivers for the new plan. They 
also said change brings an oppor-
tunity to breathe new life into the 
practice of the faith.

“This is ultimately not a ques-
tion simply of resources and 

Hartford Archdiocese’s pastoral plan
calls for parish closings, mergers

material concerns,” Hartford Arch-
bishop Leonard P. Blair said. “This 
is a question about the church’s 
mission. We have always said that 
the hope here is for a revitalized, 
more vibrant church life.”

The plan is the result of a two-
year consultative pastoral planning 
process that involved meeting with 
priests and parishioners to respond 
to their needs and concerns and to 
incorporate them into the final plan.

Some of the merged parishes 
will involve the union of two to 
six parishes. Many of the newly 
formed parishes will also maintain 
multiple worship sites.

By the end of June, 186 
church buildings will remain open. 
Another 26 church buildings will 
close, meaning they will no longer 
have regularly scheduled Masses.

Additionally, more than 40 
priests are also being reassigned, 
the archbishop said.
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“I am forever grateful for having had the opportunity to work with dedicated priests, 
religious sisters, seminarians and lay persons who have accompanied me on 23 mission 
trips for high school students going into their senior year, and on the many adult mission 
journeys to the poorest country in our hemisphere, Haiti,” she said. 

Ms. Heverline was chosen to lead a delegation of young adults from around the U.S. to a 
World Mission Congress in Rome; was honored with a Founder’s Award for enhancing the work 
of the Holy Childhood Association, which helps impoverished children around the world; and 
was the first woman to sit on the national board of the Pontifical Mission Societies in the U.S.

“After 30 years of missionary outreach to children and adults through the Pontifical 
Mission Societies, I have mixed feelings of both excitement and sadness,” she said. “Al-
though I will no longer be an ‘active’ participant in the ‘Great Works’ of the missions, I 
look forward to pursuing other activities in my personal life that have been on the ‘back 
burner’ so to speak for all these years.”

Surely those activities will include time with her five children, 11 grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren as well as involvement with her parish family, Good Shepherd 
in Drums. A book is also a possibility.

Mission Office in transition  Continued from page 5

Bishop Bambera celebrated the 
Mass for the Knights of Columbus 
state convention on May 20 at the 
Kalahari Resort in Mount Pocono. 
More than 530 Knights from across 
the state attended. Pictured with 
the Bishop are state officers and 
family members.

The Diocese of Scranton will host the 
Eighth Annual Vocations Golf Classic on 
Monday, July 10, at Blue Ridge Trail Golf 
Club, Mountain Top, to benefit the St. 
John Vianney Endowment, which helps to 
foster vocations and support seminarians in 
formation for the Diocesan priesthood. St. 
John Vianney is the patron of parish priests.

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera is honorary 
chair and will be golfing in the captain and 
crew tournament on the 27-hole course. The 
day begins with lunch at 11 a.m., shotgun start 
at 12 noon and reception and awards dinner 
immediately following play. The Rev. Donald 
J. Williams, diocesan director of vocations and 
director of seminarians, is event chair.

“I am grateful for the faithful parishio-
ners and friends throughout the 11 counties 
of the Diocese of Scranton who continue to 
attend and support this annual event which 
raises needed funds to foster vocations and 
assist future priests on their journey to serve 
our local Church,” said Bishop Bambera.

“As a Diocese, we are blessed with 

good men in seminarian formation today,” 
said Reverend Williams. “With the support 
of our priests, religious and parishioners, 
we’re identifying a significant number of 
potential candidates who may one day be 
of service to the Diocese.”

“I join with our Bishop and the golf 
committee in urging everyone to consider 
making a donation honoring a friend or 
loved one,” the vocations director added. 
“All gifts in support of our seminarians 
are appreciated. The tournament provides 
an opportunity for golfers, sponsors and 
seminarians to meet informally and enjoy 
a relaxing day outdoors.” 

Donations of any amount are welcome. 
Hole sponsorships are $100. Golfer packages 
are $250 and include cart and green fees, 
lunch, dinner and reception. Donations 
may be made by texting 51-555 and typing 
Priest. Information is available by calling 
the Diocesan development office at 570-
207-2250 or on-line at DioceseofScranton.
org (Giving tab). 

The Diocese of Scranton will host the 
Eighth Annual Vocations Golf Classic 
to be held Monday, July 10, at Blue 
Ridge Trail Golf Club, Mountain Top. 
Proceeds help foster vocations to the 
Diocesan priesthood and support 
seminarians in formation. All donations 
and sponsorships welcome. Bishop 
Joseph C. Bambera is honorary chair. 
Committee members planning the event 
in conjunction with the Diocesan Office 
of Development are, seated from left: 
Marilouise Agnone Ruane, Director of 
Stewardship, co-chair; Monsignor Donald 
McAndrews; Reverend Donald Williams, 
Director of Vocations and Seminarians, 
chair; and Monsignor David Bohr, 
Secretary for Clergy Formation. Standing: 

Christopher DiMattio, Tom Considine, 
Dominic Rinaldi, Reverend Jeffrey Walsh, 
Reverend David Cappelloni, Michael 
P. Brown and Jim Bebla, Secretary for 
Development. The committee also 
includes: John Callahan, Karen Clifford, 
Reverend Joseph Evanko, Deacon Frank 
Hine, Michele Long, Scott Lynett, Thomas 
Medico, Attorney Joseph O’Brien, Kathy 
Oven, Frank Orlando, and Mark Soprano. 
The captain and crew tournament begins 
with lunch at 11 a.m. and shotgun start 
at noon. A reception and awards dinner 
follows play. To donate or register online 
visit www.DioceseofScranton.org and 
click the “Giving” tab - Vocations Golf; or 
call the Diocesan Development Office at 
570-207-2250.

Vocations Golf Classic to Benefit Seminarians

Good Shepherd Academy in Kingston conducted its annual Memorial Day program that featured 
pre-school 3-year-olds through 4th graders, including the Junior Choir, performing patriotic 
songs for more than 800 family and friends. Pictured in front of the school’s Wall of Heroes, 
which honors relatives of students who have served our country in the military, are from left: 
Principal James Jones; Mrs. Lynn Prociak, Pre-K 4 teacher; students Dean Clark, Shepard Smith, 
Hadley Glynn and Julia Valenti; Mrs. Joanne Stiles, instructional aide; and Monsignor Thomas 
Muldowney, Vicar General of the Diocese, keynote speaker for the program.

Bishop Celebrates Mass for 
Knights of Columbus

State Convention
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Most Holy Body
& Blood of Christ –– June 18
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Doping
Athletes

Making Sense Out of Bioethics

By Father Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D.

The use of performance-enhancing 
drugs by professional athletes not only leads 
to serious challenges in maintaining a level 
playing field in competitive sports but also 
raises broader ethical issues and concerns.

Some of these concerns were highlighted 
in 2015 when the former world number one 
tennis star Maria Sharapova was banned 
from competitive play for two years by the 
International Tennis Federation (ITF) after 
she tested positive for the banned substance 
meldonium. The Court of Arbitration for 
Sport subsequently reduced her sentence to 
15 months. Meldonium, an over-the-counter 
Latvian drug known to dilate blood vessels 
and increase the flow of blood, may contribute 
to improving an athlete’s physical endurance. 

Her case was made more complicated 
by her claim that she was taking the drug for 
health reasons, a claim viewed with skepti-
cism among other athletes and ultimately re-
jected by the Independent Tribunal appointed 
by the ITF to review the case. Former British 
Olympic sprinter and world championship 
bronze medalist Craig Pickering described 
the real pressure that top athletes can face: 

“I would bet my life savings that Shara-
pova was taking this medication because 
of its purported performance enhancing 
effects… Athletes are always going to push 
the boundaries in order to have a chance at 
success. That is what happens when you 
introduce competition.” 

In competitive athletics, the supposition 
is that competitors are beginning on a par 
with each other, which means that no one 
has an “unfair” or “unjust” advantage over 
another going into the competition. At the 
starting line, they arrive as equals in the 
sense that they arrive with whatever they 
were endowed with at birth, and whatever 
they may have managed to become through 
practice, hard work, and discipline.

Cheating through doping involves 
an attempt to step outside these rules and 
suppositions, and play a different game, one 
that circumvents or removes the “on a par” 
assumption without revealing the fact. In 
this sense, cheating through doping is wrong 
because it is a form of lying, a form of pre-
senting one’s initial endowment as if it were 
“natural,” and the result of athletic discipline, 
even though it really may not be so at all. 

Several of Sharapova’s opponents ex-

pressed frustration at what they took to be a 
further injustice, namely, that in April 2017, 
she was given a wild card re-entry into World 
Tennis Association (WTA) tournament play 
in Germany. They insisted that she should, at 
a minimum, have to work her way back up 
from whatever her ranking had declined to 
after more than a year of tournament inac-
tivity. Others, such as fellow player Eugenie 
Bouchard, perceived the doping transgression 
as even more serious, and argued that Shara-
pova should be banned from playing for life: 

“She’s a cheater and so to me... I don’t 
think a cheater in any sport should be allowed 
to play that sport again. It’s so unfair to all the 
other players who do it the right way and are 
true. So, I think from the WTA it sends the 
wrong message to young kids — cheat and 
we’ll welcome you back with open arms.” 

Some commentators have noted how 
event organizers typically like to include 
big name draws like Sharapova in their line 
ups, and former number one player Caroline 
Wozniacki opined that, “obviously the rules 
are twisted and turned in favor of who wants 
to do what.” Others have expressed concerns 
about corporate sponsors and advertisers 
continuing to promote high profile sports 
personalities after they have been suspended 
for doping, individuals who may already be 
among the wealthiest athletes in the world. 
It seems fair to conclude that doping con-
stitutes a form of cheating not only of one’s 
competitors, but also one’s fans, oneself, and 
the integrity of the sporting activity itself.

Through an honest pursuit of the athletic 
crown, meanwhile, we encounter the possi-
bility of transcending who we are in limited, 
but important ways. The self-directed training 
and preparation of the athlete helps devel-
op and hone a host of important personal 
qualities: strength, coordination, endurance, 
drive, agility, discipline, quickness, vigilance, 
cleverness, vision, and daring. This draws 
us towards an authentic perfecting of our 
bodies, our character and ourselves — an 
inwardly-directed order and discipline that 
arises from deep within — and forms us in 
such a way that we reach beyond where we 
ever thought we could reach, and through that 
personal stretching and growth, come to ex-
perience a true measure of human fulfillment. 
That’s something that doping athletes sadly 
cheat themselves from fully experiencing.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO: 
 World Refugee Day  

Sunday, June 25, 2017 
2:00PM- 4:30PM  

Nay Aug Park, Scranton PA 
(Mulberry Street Entrance) 

 

Sponsored by: 

                                                      
 
 

World Refugee Day commemorates the strength, courage, and resilience 
of millions of refugees throughout the world.  
 

All are invited to share in the rich cultural heritage of the refugee 
communities in Northeastern Pennsylvania! 
 

Come Experience: 
- Cultural Music, Dance, and Ethnic Dress  
 

 - Art activities from The Hexagon Project, and other crafts 
 

- The Book Mobile  
 

- Resources from Community Partners  
 

  - Cultural Exhibits and Conversations  
 

 Light refreshments will be provided,  
OR attendees can bring a picnic! 

Partners include: 
 

WORLD  
REFUGEE DAY 

Office for Parish Life 
of the Diocese of 

Scranton 

STATEMENT REGARDING FATHER JOHN CHMIL
Saint Ignatius Parish, Kingston

In late May, 2017, upon receiving notice of a routine fi nancial review of 
Saint Ignatius Parish by the Diocese of Scranton Finance Offi ce, Father John 
Chmil, pastor, notifi ed diocesan offi cials that he had misused funds from the 
parish’s Saint Vincent DePaul account, a fund established within the parish for 
charitable purposes with discretionary use by the pastor, and from parish savings. 
Although the misused funds, amounting to approximately $130,000.00, were 
earmarked for charitable purposes according to Father Chmil, they exceeded 
the maximum threshold for disbursement of discretionary funds as well as for 
the use of parish savings without diocesan permission and consultation with 
and approval by the parish Finance Council.

As a result of this breach of trust with the Parish Community and a failure to 
comply with the particular law of the Diocese of Scranton regarding the use of parish 
funds, discretionary and otherwise, Father Chmil has resigned as Pastor of Saint 
Ignatius Parish. A new pastor will be appointed to serve the parish in the near future.

Following numerous directives implementing parish internal fi scal controls, in 
an effort to further safeguard funds donated to the Church, in 2014, the Diocese 
of Scranton began the practice of regularly conducting fi nancial reviews of 
each of its 120 parishes. These reviews have resulted in the implementation 
and enforcement of strengthened policies, controls and guidelines to enhance 
fi scal oversight on the part of pastors, administrators and Parish Finance Council 
members and ultimately led to the revelation of the misused funds.

As inquiry into the matter continues by diocesan offi cials and law enforcement, 
efforts are being made by Father Chmil to fully restore the misused funds to the parish.

Confi rmed on Pentecost Sunday – As Bishop Bambera conferred 
the Sacrament of Confi rmation upon 26 individuals from 13 parishes at a Mass 
on Pentecost Sunday, June 4, at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton, he 
reminded them that they are “part of a communion – a unique relationship with 
God and his people.”

The confi rmation candidates were Catholic young persons and adults from 
throughout the Diocese who have been prepared by their parish priests or through 
involvement in other parish catechetical programs.

The Bishop noted that when the Church welcomes new members into its 
ranks and brings them into full initiation in the Church with the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Confi rmation, it is done in a public manner – and that is intentional.

“While we all have our own individual stories of faith and relate to God 
very intimately in the quiet of our hearts, we are baptized into Jesus’ body, the 
Church. As Christians, we become part of a communion – a unique relationship 
with God and his people,” he said.

“So when we speak of the transforming power of the Holy Spirit given to us in 
the Pentecost event, we speak of the love of God poured into our hearts – we speak 
of a love that calls us to look beyond ourselves – and we speak of a love that has 
the power to open our hearts to mission and the proclamation of the Good News of 
Jesus Christ in and through our service of our brothers and sisters. The key for the 
unfolding of this love, however, is our openness to the Spirit.” 

Members of the St. Eulalia Parish Pastoral Council met recently to plan for the 3rd 
Cornerstone groundbreaking ceremony that is scheduled for June 24 at the church 
in Roaring Brook Township. Bishop Bambera will celebrate the 4 p.m. Mass, followed 
by the groundbreaking for an expanded and renovated Parish Center, and concluding 
with a tour and light refreshments. Pictured from left: Monsignor John Jordan, pastor, 
Lisa Cummings, Karen Clifford, Ken Kochis, Nancy Pinto, Jerry Mahon, Liz Strasburger, 
Walter Serowinski, Joe DeScipio, Dan Santaniello, Ryan Wilson.

Groundbreaking Planned for
Expanded St. Eulalia Parish Center
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Diocese of Scranton
Catholic High Schools --Class of 2017

EAST STROUDSBURG ––   
Commencement exercises were 
held June 3 for Notre Dame High 
School in East Stroudsburg, during 
which 52 graduates received their 
diplomas from Bishop Joseph 
C. Bambera, who also offered 
the principal address and closing 
benediction. 

Also respresenting the Diocese  
of Scranton was Monsignor David 
L. Tressler, Diocesan Secretary for 
Catholic Education/Superintendent 
of Schools.

The school theater provided the 
setting for the graduation ceremo-
nies for the Class of 2017 at Notre 
Dame, where Jeffrey N. Lyons serves 
as principal.

The Baccalaureate  Mass 
was celebrated May 31 in the  
school’s theater by Monsignor John 
Bergamo, chaplain of Notre Dame 
High School.

James
Kosik Jr.

Charlotte
Maria

Holy Redeemer High School

Mira
Hartshorn

Kailey
Jackett

Notre Dame High School

WILKES-BARRE –– Holy Redeemer High School was the first Diocesan       
secondary school to hold spring commencement exercises when graduation         
ceremonies were staged on May 31 at the F.M. Kirby Center for the Performing 
Arts in downtown Wilkes-Barre.

A total of 138 Holy Redeemer seniors, led by Principal Anita M. Sirak, were 
conferred their diplomas by Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, who also addressed the 
graduates and offered benediction. Also in attendance was Monsignor David L. 
Tressler, Diocesan Secretary for Catholic Education/Superintendent of Schools.

The class’ Baccalaureate Mass was celebrated May 30 at St. Nicholas Church 
in Wilkes-Barre. Serving as principal celebrant and homilist was Father Joseph 
P. Elston, school chaplain and dean of students at Holy Redeemer.

The 2017 Holy Redeemer class valedictorian is James Kosik Jr., son of Dr. 
James and JoAnn Kosik, of Laflin.

This year’s Holy Redeemer salutatorian is Charlotte Maria, daughter of Jay 
and Alyssa Maria, who reside in Wyoming.

Of the total number of graduates, 134 will be enrolling in colleges or         
universities to further their education, including 60 who will be attending Cath-
olic institutions of higher learning. The 2017 Holy Redeemer senior class merited 
more than 420 scholarship awards worth nearly $18 million.

Krista
Kissell

This year’s Notre Dame graduating class includes 
co-valedictorians –– Mira Hartshorn, daughter of 
Gary and Joselyn Hartshorn, of East Stroudsburg; 
and Krista Kissell, daughter of Scott and Carol Kis-
sell, of Cresco. Class salutatorian is Kailey Jackett, 
daughter of Marc and Theresa Jackett, Henryville.

Nearly the entire 2017 Notre Dame senior class 
will continue their education at the university/college 
level, including eight students who will be attending 
Catholic institutions of higher learning. The class 
received a total of 133 scholarship awards valued at  
more than $9.6 million.
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DUNMORE –– The Sette 
LaVerghetta Center on the cam-
pus of Marywood University pro-
vided the setting for the annual 
commencement of Holy Cross 
High School in Dunmore.

Graduation ceremonies for 
the 89 members of the 2017 
Holy Cross senior class were 
held on June 2, led by school 
Principal Benjamin D. Tolerico, 
who was joined by Monsignor 
David L. Tressler, Diocesan Sec-
retary for Catholic Education/
Superintendent of Schools.

Presiding over the com-
mencement exercises and con-
ferring the high school diplo-
mas was Bishop Joseph C. 
Bambera, who addressed the 
Holy Cross graduates and gave 
the benediction.

The Baccalaureate Mass 
was celebrated June 1 at St. 
Peter’s Cathedral in Scranton, 
with Father Cyril D. Edwards, 
school chaplain, serving as prin-
cipal celebrant and homilist.

Hannah
Gilhooley

Meghan
Healey

Holy Cross High School

he four Catholic high schools operated by 
the Diocese of Scranton graduated a total of 293 
young men and women in spring commencement 
exercises conducted in May and June.

According to Monsignor David L. Tressler, 
Diocesan Secretary for Catholic Education/Su-
perintendent of Schools, 96 percent of the total 
number of graduates comprising the Class of 2017 will continue their 
education at the college or university level. Of that number, almost 40 
percent will attend Catholic institutions of higher learning.

The four Diocesan Catholic high schools reported that, cumu-
latively, their graduates merited nearly 1,000 scholarship awards –– 
worth a total of more than $45 million.

T

The 2017 Holy Cross valedictorian is Meghan Healey, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Christopher Healey, of Scranton. Class salutatorian is Hannah Gilhooley, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Gilhooley, of Olyphant.

Nearly 95 percent of the Holy Cross graduation class will be attending in-
stitutions of higher learning, with 39 graduates planning to enroll at Catholic 
colleges or universities. As a whole, the class earned 358 post-secondary schol-
arship awards totaling nearly $17 million.

St. John Neumann Regional Academy
WILLIAMSPORT –– Graduation ceremonies were conducted for the St. John           

Neumann Regional Academy Class of 2017 on June 5 in the Klump Academic Center at 
the Pennsylvania College of Technology in Williamsport.

St. John Neumann Principal Richard Cummings presided over the presentation of 
diplomas to the 14 members of this year’s graduating class, which were conferred by 
Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, who also offered remarks and the closing benediction. Bish-
op Bambera was joined by Monsignor David L. Tressler, Diocesan Secretary for Catholic 
Education/Superintendent of Schools.

 The Baccalaureate Mass was celebrated June 4 at the Church of St. Luke in Jersey 
Shore, with Father Bert Kozen, host pastor and chaplain of St. John Neumann Academy, 
as principal celebrant and homilist.

This year’s St. John Neumann valedictorian is Bridget Foresman, daughter of 
Brian and Julie Foresman, of Muncy. Salutatorian honors were bestowed upon Natalie 
Kolczynski, daughter of Gary and Pamela Kolczynski, Williamsport.

Nearly all of the 2017 St. John Neumann graduates will be pursuing further educa-
tion on the university/college level. As a class, the St. John Neumann seniors amassed 
77 academic scholarships worth $1.25 million.

Bridget
Foresman

Natalie
Kolczynski

Diocese of Scranton
Catholic High Schools --Class of 2017
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As their families and friends witnessed with pride and joy, the 
graduates of the four Diocesan Catholic high schools celebrated their 
commencements and embarked on their futures prepared by their 
education and fortified by their faith.

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera congratulated the graduates and thanked 
all those who support each institution and their students.

The Bishop recalled his pilgrimage last July when Pope Francis 
gathered together two million young people from around the world 
– including some 25 representatives of the Diocese of Scranton – for 
World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland.

“I was privileged to participate in that gathering,” he said. “One 
of the most memorable messages that the Pope shared included these 
words, ‘Young people – leave a mark for good in the world. Don’t just 
leave a mark on the couch. Use the many gifts that God has given you 
to leave a mark for good in the world.’”  

ST. JOHN NEUMANN REGIONAL ACADEMY

HOLY REDEEMER HIGH SCHOOL
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HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL
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 Salutatorians Valedictorians

Allison Lindsey Burge
Mackenzie Danielle Byers
Ryan Sco�  Castle
Nicole Catherine Cavanaugh
Timothy Cavanaugh
Adam Andrew Chase
Jordan Anthony Choman
Nicole Marie Cirelli
Rachael Arianna Cochran
Kristen Marie Coff ay
Megan Elizabeth Conlon
Sarah Elizabeth Cragle
Casey Erin Cryan
Amanda Curcio
Christopher Wallace Draina
Ryan Ma� hew Drust
Nicholas Victor Dubinski
Bridget Kathleen Dugan
Emily Elizabeth Easton
Thomas Robert Engle III
Cade Michael Fahey
Eric Carl Fitzgerald
Cade William Flanley
Julia Elizabeth Foust
Lia Ann Fredericks
Lauren Marie Gardner
Collin Driscoll Gatrone
Alison Rose George
Gracyn Anne Giampietro
Karina Ann Graham
Anthony Giovanni Grandine�  
Kayla Marie Griffi  th
Collin John Halagarda
Maura Chris� ne Hannon
Bri� any Lynn Hebda
Jude Nicholas Height
Ma� hew A. Hine
Leeann Ho
Aaron Jacob Hoda
Molly Therese Holmes
Emily Lynn Hons

Khang Huynh (Bi)
Holly Patrice Jabyac
Jenna Nichole Jachimiak
Paul Gregory Jason
Daniel Charles Jones
Rachel Ann Jones
Joseph June IV
Autumn Rose Kaminski
Abigail Mae Kebles
Brendan Kennedy
Alexandra Regina-Rose Kester
Anthony Amin Khoudary
Maya Esther Kornfeld
Talia Elizabeth Kosierowski
James John Kosik Jr.   
Randie Anastasia Antoine� e Kuhar
Brynn Anna Kukosky
Russell Lewis Ku� sh
Andrew Nicholas Lacina
Steven Eric Langdon Jr.
Alex Julio Larralde
Joseph Francis Layaou
Ann Catherine Lewis
Sean Thomas Lickers
Michael John Lyons
Mark James Mangan
Charlo� e Lauren Maria  
Jeremy Joseph Mayerski
Alia Renee Mazzatosta
Robb Michael McClay, Jr.
Kevin Anthony McDonald
Molly D. McHale
Noah Daney Mirro
Michael S. Mohutsky
Anthony Molitoris
Monica Claire Morrison
Nicole Olivia Mrugal
Luke David Nealon
Zachary Thomas Pa� erson
Madelyn Mae Pavlico
Joshua Samuel Perta
Marc Jeff rey Phillips
Maria C. Pino

HOLY CROSS
Abigail Sarah Anderson
Caitlin Marie Andrews
Dean Michael Angeloni
Jeff rey Joseph Antosh
Joseph Aloysius Arbie
Kevan Joseph Bailey
Christopher Michael Baumher
Erica Evanne Berlot
Lianna Shania Bilbao
Grant Joseph Brogenski
Deidra Cali
Kaitlyn Ashley Cebular
Ryan Commodario
Abigail Rose Corrigan
Francesca Ann Creavey
Marguerite Josephine Cummings
Thomas Antonio Deredita
Brianna Leigh Dyson
Shayonna D. Escalera
Dus� n Bernard Fagnani
Kelly Ann Farrell
Thaddeus James Farrell
Jacob Andrew Geda
Ma� hew Paul Genovese
Leah Mary Clare Georgiades
Hannah Ruth Gilhooley 
Mary-Margaret Graff 
Emilly Paige Griffi  ths
Cassandra Groncki

Abigail Guziewicz
James Arthur Hanna
Meghan Ann Brigid Healey 
Robert J. Hernandez
Julianne Frances Hunt
John L. Iacobacci
Patrick Kane
Jeabog Kim
Mark Stephen Kobierecki II
Acacia Krenitsky
Morgan Rebecca Kriefski
Deion Joseph Lewis
Mia Francesca Maiolatesi
Paul Joseph Marmo
Rose Mar� llo�  
Colin Quinn McAndrew
Makayla Isabelle McClemens
Madelyn McGoff 
Emily Ann McHale
Lauren Ann Mekilo
Joshua David Mies
Rachel Anne Moffi  � 
Timothy Jared Murphy
Celine Antoine� e Nash
Ma� hew G. Nelson
Maria Rachel Noyes
Kaitlyn Chris� ne O’Connor
Kateri Chris� ne O’Connor
Chris� an A. Ogozaly
James Douglas Owens
Kella Ann Paci co
Leah Pawluck
Grace Alyona Perechinsky
Shelby Anne Petrillo
Alyssa Lynn Pezzu� 
Malachi Jordan Phillips
Miranda Piwowarski
KiSeong Kevin Ra
Michael Joseph Roberts
Amanda Ross
Bailey T. Simrell
Alana Bridget Siock

Ann Marie Siock
Noah James Sirianni
Jordan Joseph Symonies
Carly Ann Tomaine
John Barton Topalanchik
Lauren Kathleen Torre
James Michael Tressler
Tracey Ann Tyrrell
Nicholas Henry Urso
Giovanni Charlie Vega
Lauren Catherine Walker
Ashley Elizabeth Walsh
Ma� hew Ryan Warden
Madison Chris� ne Ware
Jade Jiajing Wehner
Tzu-Ling Sunny Weng
Daviane J. Whi� on-Laforme
 Suming Wu

HOLY REDEEMER
Adam Napoleon Abad
Alex John Vilegi Abad
Julia Ann Adams
Ma� hew Leighton Adler
Isabelle Ava Albert
Guilianna G. Alber� 
Ashley Elizabeth Andrejko
Meghan Armstrong
Artemisia Isabella Ashton
David Lloyd Baird Jr.
Ian Keith Barchock
Jared Joseph Barnak
Madelyn Rose Barnak
Tyler Chris� an Benson
Craig David Berlew
Alexis Marie Bigus
Allison Ann Bish
Ma� hew James Blaum
Joseph Robert Boos
Chester Aloysious Brennan
Nicholas Patrick Brown
Eric Anthony Bruns
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Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton
Msgr. David L. Tressler, M.Div., M.S., M.Ed. • Diocesan Secretary for Catholic Education/Superintendent of Schools 

Ms. Kathleen A. Gilmartin, M.S. • Assistant Superintendent of Schools 

Mrs. Michele Long, M.S. • Assistant Superintendent of Schools
OFFICE OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

DIOCESE OF SCRANTON

Ryan Joseph Potorski
Julia Rose Randazzo
Mauricio Javier Rodriguez
Jonathan Charles Rokosz
Madelyn Ross
Amy Alexandra Santayana
Sarah Ann Satkowski
Zachary Allen Scanlon
John Andrew Seasock
Lauren Marie Sera n
Nicholas Peter Serra
Patrick Michael Sgarlat
Jacqueline Kay Sharon
Gabrielle Marie Shemanski
Abigail Leigh Shorts
Shelby Elizabeth Smith
Kaylee Soboleski
Brian Michael Springer
Jason Michael Stachokus Jr.
James Stepanski
Kelsey Alexis Sterling
Kyle Michael Toporcer
Steven William Ulichney
Emily Elizabeth Viteri�  
Carly Rose Warnagiris
Dylan Charles Weybrecht
Jonathan Lawrence Weybrecht
Madison Nicole White
Keith Richard Williams
Joshua Norman Zapusek
McKenna Rose Zeller
Christopher N. Zim

MARIAN CATHOLIC
Miranda M. An� ga
Casey A. Berger
Logan J. Blashock
 Frank J. Blozusky
 Kathleen G. Blozusky
 Kayla F. Bobish
Sean M. Choley
Anthony R. Collevechio 
Clarissa P. Colondo
Jillian E. Correale

Sophia M. Damian
Timothy B. Dando
Sarah A. DeLese
Tyler C. Dennison
William J. Derr
Michael A. Dubravski
Alexandria Dutz
Hailey K. Eder
Nicholas J. Erbe
John L. Evans
Zacchary R. Evans
Benjamin T. Ferko
Megan M. Ferrello
Thomas C. Fuccile
Colleen E. Gallagher
Karlee N. Gimeno
Sarah m. Grabosky
Ma� hew J. Green eld
Angela G. Grega
Sarah M. Grega
Abigail A. Haas
McKenzie M. Habel
Andrew J. Harabin
Kelli K. Hughes
Brianna M. John
Nicole C. Jordan
Rebecca L. Jordan
MacKenzie E. Joy
Ryan M. Karchner
Brenna J. Karnish
Daniel J. Keer
Kelsie C. Kocela
Edward J. Kolonsky, III 
Natalia A. Konitzer
Angelina C. Krupko
Alyssa L. Kubeyka
Z. Ethan Kuczynski
Kelly A. Kupres
Katherine M. Kurzinsky
Michael J. Latoff 
Stephanie E. Lencovich
Bradley S. Lentz
Nathan G. Litsch

Kaitlin A. MacDonald
Alina Mandzak
Jhonny Mar� nez
Kris� na M. Matunis
Shawna A. McArdle
Albert E. McFadden, III
Robert F. Middleton
Stonewalker L. Miller
Brandon R. Mohammed
Dennis J. Mummey
Julia G. Mussoliine
Ian M. Myers
Michael N. Neary, Jr.
Brandon M. Novatnak
Jenna R. O’Donnell
Nikki I. O’Neil
Sara Osilka
Jarod J. Paisley
Jacob J. Paluck
Nirali P. Patel
Kyle A. Plesh
Brianna M. Raabe
Abigail M. Rakos
Julia Ravina
Gunnar Rehrig
Adam R. Salazer
Anthony L. Salazer, Jr.
Alisa M. Shadle
Devan G. Shimko
Daniel J. Simmons
Ma� hew J. Stanziola
Madison Stoyer
Bre�  J. Surmick
Michaela V. Susko
Eric Tang
Jeff rey G. Thomas
Gabrielle E. Tout
Wya�  C. Trantham
Spencer N. Wahlmark
Briana C. Wanick
Camaryn J. Wheeler
Alex J. Whitaker
Michael A. Witczak 

NOTRE DAME
Zaire Akeem Adams   
Taylor J. Aus� n   
Alexandra Daniella Babu   
Luis Bermudez, Jr.   
George W. Bolcato   
Alexis Marie Bolio   
Jonathan S. Brewer   
Amber Rose Brown   
John George Brunnquell   
Joseph Jorge Camara   
Mary-Ann Capa   
Isabella Carol Caporusso   
Margaret Theresa Claff ey   
Jade-Amanda Colón   
Elizabeth Nicole Deczynski   
Nicolas Diolosa   
Hannah Margaret Durham   
Christopher Nigel Lance Edwards   
Lindsey Patricia Edwards   
Kiarah P. Farrugia   
Sarah Maria Farrugia   
Penelope Claire Fossa   
Ania C. Gomez   
Trent Michael Harrelson   
Mira Villamor Hartshorn    
Kailey N. Jacke�      
David Todd Jaeder, Jr.   
Krista Marie Kissell    
Kataryn Erin LaBar   
Autumn Paige Malloy   
Ushra Zerin Mazumder   
Ma� hew Robert McGinley   
Brendan Dominick Meduri   
Zachary A. Miranda   
Makiah Marquez Moses   
Aleksandra Helen J. Nesselt   
Kayleigh Liliana Nowacki   
Alexa Courtney Pellack   
Emilia Louise Pelle� er   
Jericho Elijah Frias Pigon   
Davina Vanae Roberts   

Ki�  pich Saicharoen   
Yudemis E. Sanchez   
Dy’Asia Lashay Simon   
Clint Climaco Supatan   
Andrew Joseph Thompson   
Broderick Nicholas Ma� hew Tucker  
Anna Maria Vergara   
Rebecca Faith Waguespack  
Brant Richard Weirich   
Dimitri Ambrose White   
Yuwen Yan    

ST. JOHN NEUMANN
REGIONAL ACADEMY
Kevin Lewis Anderson
Bridget Kathryn Foresman 
Allison Josephine French
Sarah Marie Harbach
Timothy John Heckman
Natalie Diane Kolczynski 
Alexandra Genevieve Kriner
Morgan Michael Kriner
Bianca Serena Lilley
Raena Marie Matz
Mikayla Marie Plocinski
Brady David Carl Romano
Kendra Mae Snyder
Grady Dean Walker 
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Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton AwardSaint Elizabeth Ann Seton Award

Norah Ann Kelly
All Saints Academy

Douglas Walsh
All Saints Academy

Patrick Shaw
Epiphany School

Madison Villanti
Epiphany School

James Davis
La Salle Academy

The Diocese of Scranton Catholic Schools Offi  ce recognizes these Seton Award winners for their achievement on the high school 
entrance examinaƟ on and their enrollment in a Diocesan high school for the 2017-2018 school year.  Families of these individuals 
are commended for their commitment to Catholic educaƟ on, and the students are congratulated for this disƟ nguished honor.  
For these students and for all young people in our Catholic schools, Catholic educaƟ on impacts their formaƟ on by incorporaƟ ng 
a strong emphasis on the spiritual that is evident in all components of the learning process.  Our vision for these students is 
to provide them an educaƟ onal experience that promotes a lifelong learning in the faith, and one that prepared them to be 
responsible, competent, and confi dent persons as ciƟ zens of our country and world.  In addiƟ on, our schools are dedicated to 
providing a loving, safe and nurturing environment where the young learn respect for themselves and for all persons.

To the students who have benefited from a Catholic education, and to those To the students who have benefited from a Catholic education, and to those 

who who continue their educational journey in a Catholic environment, we continue their educational journey in a Catholic environment, we 

salute you and pray that God, through the intercession ofsalute you and pray that God, through the intercession of

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, guides you in St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, guides you in 

Faith, Hope and Love.Faith, Hope and Love.

Ryan Huester
St. Mary of Mount

Carmel School 

Matthew Albrecht
Good Shepherd

Academy

Amelia Anderson
Good Shepherd

Academy

Alex Hajkowski
Good Shepherd

Academy

Alice Jones
La Salle Academy

 

Marina Mann
Our Lady of Peace 

School

Kevin Jumper
Our Lady of Peace

School

James Fay
Our Lady of Peace

School

Logan David Lambert
St. Agnes School

Justin Michael 
Schoonover

St. Agnes School 

Caroline Shaffern 
St. Clare/St. Paul 

School

Sierra Hartland
St. Mary of Mount

Carmel School

James Lavan
St. Jude School

Lauren Patrick
St. Jude School

Amanda Feher
St. Nicholas/St. Mary

School

Rose Hayward
St. Nicholas/St. Mary

School

Ryan Kane
St. Nicholas/St. Mary 

School

Yudeliz Sanchez
Notre Dame Jr/Sr

High School

Ellianna Caporusso
Notre Dame

Elementary School

David Jankowski
Notre Dame

Elementary School

Emily Martinez
Notre Dame

Elementary School

Malcolm Naughton
Notre Dame

Elementary School

Juliana Kriner
St. John Neumann

High School 

Faith Reid
St. John Neumann

High School

 
Adelyn Dawes

St. John Neumann
Elementary School

Emma Gallew
St. John Neumann
Elementary School

 
Elizabeth Weller

St. John Neumann
Elementary School

Hideki Scanlon
St. Nicholas/St. 

Mary School

Molly Blaskiewicz
Wyoming Area
Catholic School

Gabrielle Morgan
Wyoming Area
Catholic School 

Asia Alvarado
Monsignor McHugh

School

Peter Khoudary
Good Shepherd

Academy

Vincent Pan
Holy Family

Academy

Gavin Vercusky
Holy Family

Academy

Maxwell Rosen
Holy Rosary School

Andrew Skutack
Holy Rosary School

Sarah Ledet
Monsignor McHugh

School

Amina Bhuiyan
Notre Dame Jr/Sr 

High School

John Gilroy
Notre Dame Jr/Sr 

High School

Madison Romes
Notre Dame Jr/Sr 

High School
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— I make house calls —

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera 
presented the Bishop’s Youth 
Award to more than 700 8th- 
and 12th-grade students repre-
senting parishes and Catholic 
schools throughout the Diocese 
of Scranton during Masses at the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter on Tues-
day, May 2, and Thursday, May 4. 

The Bishop’s Youth Award 
recognizes young people for their 
exemplary practice of faith and 
their authentic commitment to 
service in their parishes and in 
their schools. Nominated by their 
pastors, parish life coordinators, 
principals, directors of religious 
education and/or youth ministers, 
these young people have been 
described as being born leaders 
and excellent examples to their 
peers and others, as well as having 
joyful, loving spirits and hearts 
for Jesus.

Bishop’s Youth Award Recognizes 
Those with Hearts for Jesus

Meghan Healey, representing Holy Cross High School, 
Dunmore, and St. Paul of the Cross Parish, Scranton, was 
joined by William Walsh (right), a member of St. Catherine 
of Siena Parish, Moscow, as the student speakers who shared 
their witness of faith at the Bishop’s Youth Awards Mass cel-
ebrated on May 2 at St. Peter’s Cathedral.

The Catholic Light Photo/Mike Melisky

The Bishop’s Youth Award 
recipients are young people who 
serve their parishes and schools 
as altar servers, lectors, music 
ministers and cantors. Many are 
actively involved in parish youth 
groups. They are fundamental to 
the life of the parish, volunteering 
for missionary service, guiding 
younger students who are prepar-
ing for Confirmation, and assisting 
in such activities as Vacation Bible 
School and summer picnics. They 
serve the poor in many ways and 
touch the lives of those around 
them.

Homilist for the Bishop’s 
Youth Award Mass on May 2 
was Father Cyril Edwards, pastor 
of Mary, Mother of God Parish, 
Scranton, and chaplain for Holy 
Cross High School in Dunmore. 
Father Edwards asserted that the 
young people receiving the award 
are those who are answering the 
question “Who is Jesus?” They 
are saying that Jesus is important 
to them when they say “yes” to 
the needs of their parish or school. 
He trusted that the award would 
be “an acknowledgement of what 
you have done and an incentive for 
what we pray you will continue 
to do.” 

During his homily, Father 
Edwards introduced two students 
who spoke of their love of the 
faith. Meghan Healey, nominat-
ed by Holy Cross High School 
and St. Paul of the Cross Parish, 
Scranton, spoke about her parents 
and their influence in her Catholic 
upbringing. Meghan has been an 
altar server and lector who loves 
to participate fully in the Mass.

William Walsh, St. Catherine 
of Siena Parish, Moscow, spoke 
of his struggle following a serious 
football injury. When he returned 
to school after four months of 
recovery at home, he found his 
old friends drifting away, not 
certain of his injuries and state 
of mind. When an acquaintance 
invited him to youth group, he 
agreed to go, not sure what it was 
all about. This invitation led to 
Bill’s participation in a variety of 
youth activities including I.S.L.I. 
and the National Catholic Youth 
Conference (NCYC). He credited 
this invitation, his mother’s faith 
and the influence of his youth min-
ister as crucial to the maturation 
of his faith.
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Continued on Page 20
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Award Acknowledges Young Servant Leaders
Continued from 
previous page

Father Joseph Elston, chaplain 
for Holy Redeemer High School in 
Wilkes-Barre, spoke about Blessed 
Pier Giorgio Frassati in his homily 
on May 4. Called “The Man of the 
Eight Beatitudes” by Pope St. John 
Paul II, Pier Giorgio is remem-
bered for his short and simple life 
and his love for his fellow brothers 
and sisters, especially the poor. 
Stating that Pier was not looking 
for recognition in his care for the 
poor, Father Elston ventured to 
say that today’s Bishop’s Youth 
Award recipients did not serve just 
to receive an award. 

He quoted Pope Francis, say-
ing, “Are you looking for empty 
thrills in life or do you want to feel 
a power that can give you a lasting 
sense of life and fulfillment? Emp-
ty thrills or the power of grace? 

To find fulfillment, to gain new 
strength, there is a way. It is not 
a thing or an object, but a person 
and he is alive in you. His name is 
Jesus Christ.”

Father Elston introduced Ste-
phen Dule, a student from Exal-
tation of the Holy Cross Parish, 
Hanover Township. Stephen spoke 
of his faith journey and his atten-

dance at NCYC in Indianapolis, 
where he witnessed the entire 
Lucas Oil Stadium filled with 
young people in silent prayer and 
adoration. This reminded Stephen 
of the power that people of faith 
have together. As Father Elston 
concluded his homily, he thanked 
the students before him for their 
service as they “embody the gospel 
and bring it to life every day.”

Sharing his faith journey at the May 4 Bishop’s Youth Awards 
Mass and ceremony was high school senior and Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross parishioner Stephen Dule.

The Catholic Light Photo/Rich Banick
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on the grounds of St. Faustina Grove,
Old Newport Street, Sheatown

FRIDAY, JUNE 23 • CHASING ASHLEE
SATURDAY, JUNE 24 • IRON COWBOY

SUNDAY, JUNE 25  •  40 LB HEAD

St. Faustina Parish, Nanticoke

    Skilled Nursing

    Nursing Aides

    Social Work 

   Pastoral Care

    Registered Dietary

    Physical Therapy

    Occupational Therapy

    Speech Therapy

Home Health, Hospice and
Outpatient Therapy

Training Provided in:

CPR, First Aid and AED

Outpatient Therapy in

 Two Locations:

Sybertsville and The Laurels, Hazletoninfo@maylathhealth.com   email

Home Health, Hospice and
Outpatient Therapy

Bishop’s Award Honors Young Catholics

Amanda Curcio of Our 
Lady of Fatima Parish in 
Wilkes-Barre, who was an 
altar server for the Bishop’s 
Youth Award Mass on May 
4 in St. Peter’s Cathedral, 
receives her  award as a 
senior student from Bishop 
Bambera.

Continued from 
page 19

In his closing remarks, Bishop 
Bambera recalled his pilgrimage to 
Poland in 2016 for World Youth 
Day, and Pope Francis’ challeng-
ing message to young people, 
“Leave a mark for good in Jesus’ 
name.” Bishop Bambera assured 
the students that “you are making 
lives better because your life has 
been touched by Jesus.”

The Bishop’s Youth Award 
was developed by the Office for 
Parish Life and the Office for 
Catholic Schools. This award is 
the highest recognition offered 
to Catholic youth of the Diocese. 

The complete list of recipi-
ents of the 2017 Bishop’s Youth 
Award can be found linked to 
the webpage of the Office for 
Parish Life: Bishop’s Youth 
Award Recipients or http://
www.dioceseofscranton.org/
wp-content/uploads/2017/05/
Award-Recipients.pdf

Bishop Bambera bestows this year’s youth award to Michael 
Branley, an eighth-grade student who belongs to St. Joseph 
Marello Parish in Pittston. The Catholic Light Photos/Rich Banick
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Who makes house calls?
As of October 2015, I will now meet clients either at their home, or at a
location they choose and no longer require clients to meet at my of�ce.
I have decided that I would change the way I meet with people so it will
be as easy and as convenient as possible for the client.
Based on my practice, which consists of estate planning and
administration along with elder law, I �nd that clients are more
comfortable discussing such matters in familiar surroundings.
While I know this may seem unconventional to some, I believe
I will be able to servr e clients much better in this fashion.
If anyone is uncomfortable with home visits, I have a few locations
where I can meet in an of�ce setting. I look forward to meeting with my
existing clients and especially meeting new clients that are looking for
any assistance in estate or elder law matters.

(570) 901-1254
www.bendicklaw.com

Located in Shavertown
(Covering Luzerne, Lackawanna,

& Wyoming Counties)

Michael
J. Bendick

Attorney At Law

• Guardianships
• Asset Protection Planning
• Medicaid Application Assistance

Settle all estate matters and distribute inheritances.

Utilize all discounts and proper deductions.
Meet all requirements and deadlines.

• Powers of Attorney • Living Wills • Wills
• Trusts Guardianships • Asset Protection Planning
• Medicaid Application Assistance

• Powers of Attorney • Living Wills
• Wills • Trusts Guardianships

Serving All
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Cemeteries in 
NE PA

SELECTION
• Tri-state area’s largest • Over 400 memorials 

on display • More than 25 color choices

QUALIFICATION
• Family owned and operated for over 130 

years • Recommended by more than 15 
funeral homes • Superior workmanship

PRICE
• Buy direct from the manufacturer

• NO MIDDLEMAN!

Looking for the
Perfect Monument?

The clear choice 
for all your

memorial needs

Martin Caufi eld Memorial Works
249 Sunrise Ave., Honesdale, PA 18431

SCRANTON — The Sacred 
Heart Enthronement Guild in the 
Diocese of Scranton announces 
its annual Eucharistic celebration 
commemorating the Solemnity of 
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
will be held on the vigil of the 
Sacred Heart feast, Thursday, June 
22, at 5 p.m. in the IHM Center at 
Marywood University.

Serving as principal celebrant 
and homilist for the Mass of the 
Sacred Heart will be Bishop Jo-
seph C. Bambera, who will also 
offer special prayers to renew the 
Sacred Heart Enthronement in the 
Diocese.

Bishop Bambera to Celebrate Mass for Feast of the Sacred Heart June 22
Heart Enthronement Guild, and 
St. Joseph Oblate Father Joseph 
Sibilano, director of the Oblates 
of St. Joseph Seminary in Laflin.

Music ministry for the Mass 
celebration will be provided by the 
Sacred Heart Singers, directed by 
Ernie Pappa and Jennifer Michel. 
A musical prelude will begin at 
4:30 p.m.

A dinner reception in the IHM 
Center will follow the Mass. Ste-
phen Englot, Enthronement Guild 
board president, and Patrick Wil-
liams, vice president, will serve as 
masters of ceremonies.

The Enthronement of the 

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera

Concelebrating the liturgy 
will be Father Daniel Toomey, 
spiritual moderator of the Sacred 

Sacred Heart apostolate enables 
families and individuals to con-
secrate their homes to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.

Homes that have been en-
throned become an extension of 
the liturgy, whereby faithful can 
follow up their Eucharistic de-
votion in church with prayerful 
devotion in their own private 
settings.

For further information on 
Enthronement to the Sacred Heart, 
contact Maria Pappa, coordinator 
of the Enthronement Guild, at 
(570-587-0805).

DALLAS — Hundreds of 
Catholic teenagers are expected to 
participate in the 11th annual Light 
the Fire Summer Youth Rally to 
be held on Wednesday, June 28, 
on the campus of Misericordia 
University in Dallas. 

The event will include a 
closing Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Joseph C. Bambera. 

Rally coordinators include 
youth ministers and high school 
students from throughout the 
Diocese of Scranton who invite 
teenagers from all Catholic 
parishes to join them for the event. 
The daylong program also includes 
a variety of guest presentations, 
inspirational and informative 
workshops, music, Holy Hour, fun 
activities and new opportunities 
for fellowship.

11th  Annual Light the Fire Youth Rally June 28 at Misericordia
This summer’s Catholic youth 

rally for high school teens will 
feature dynamic youth minister 
Noelle Garcia, who has performed 
at the National Catholic Youth 
Conference and World Youth Day 
in Sydney, Australia.

The 11th Light the Fire 
Rally will also include a special 
guest appearance by well-known 
Cathol ic  speaker /presenter 
Will Smith, who for years has 
entertained young Catholics at 
workshops and retreats for youth 
and young adults by incorporating 
music, multi-media, humor and 
storytelling into his popular 
presentations.

Musical entertainment will be 
provided by Full Armor, the well-
known contemporary Christian 
band.

Registration for the rally opens 
at 8 a.m. and the closing liturgy 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. Early 
registration fee is $30 per person 
until June 21; $35 after June 21.

For more information about 
the 2017 Light the Fire Summer 
Youth Rally, visit: www.Light-
the-Fire.org. All registrations will 
be accepted online only.

HONESDALE — The St.  
Padre Pio Prayer Group invites 
all faithful to their devotional 
gathering on Sunday, June 18, at 
St. Mary Magdalen Church, 416 
Church St., Honesdale, beginning 
with exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament at 2 p.m.

Father William Langan, host 
pastor and group spiritual director, 
will lead the faithful in prayers 
offered for all priests, followed by 
recitation of the Rosary.

A reading from sacred Scrip-
ture will be followed by a spiritual 
reflection by Father Langan.

The Book of Special Inten-
tions invoking the intercession of 
St. Padre Pio will be presented, 
and prayers and petitions for other 
special intentions will be offered.

St. Padre Pio Group to Gather Sunday

The Sacrament of Anointing 
of the Sick will be administered to 
those who are seriously ill or about 
to undergo surgery.

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
will be chanted at 3 p.m., followed 
by Liturgy of the Hours (vespers), 
benediction of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, a closing hymn to the Bless-
ed Mother and individual blessing 
with the St. Pio relic.  

All faithful are welcome to 
attend.
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22 Mission MessagePONTIFICAL MISSION
SOCIETIES
IN THE UNITED STATES

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Holy Childhood Association
The Society of St. Peter the Apostle
Missionary Union of Priests and Religious

www.worldmissions-catholicchurch.org

By Deacon Edward T. Kelly
Diocesan Director,

Pontifical Mission Societies

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Missionary Childhood Association
The Society of St. Peter the Apostle
Missionary Union of Priests and Religious

www.onefamilyinmission.org

Unity in
Our Diversity

VOLKSWAGENS

S. Main at Elm, Scranton
570-347-5656

KELLY
MOTOR CO.

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS

AUTHORIZED 
VOLKSWAGEN DEALER

STATUES      STENCILS      GOLD LEAF      MURAL RESTORATION

(570) 343-2899
Church Painting and Decorating

ROBERT RITTERBECK

Please visit our website at www.Ritterbeck.com

Joe Bunevicius & Doug Kneiss
- Over 40 Years Experience -

Offi ce Hours:
8:00 to 4:30 M-F

8:00 to 12:00 SAT

1230 Sanderson Ave., Scranton • 570-347-9453 • Fax: 570-347-3074

MULDOON WINDOW, DOOR & AWNING CO.

Specializing in Awnings, Canopies, 
Carports, Patio and Porch Enclo-
sures, Custom Storm Doors, Storm 
Windows, Replacement Windows, 
and Screen and Glass Repair.

A Different
Kind of Lawyer

Real Estate
Wills  Estate Planning
Estate Administration  

400 Third Avenue,  Kingston

287.1156

A Different
Kind of Lawyer

Scientists tell us that the 
universe is expanding. It cannot 
be contained! They tell us that ev-
erything is interconnected in ways 
that are so clear and complicated 
that we can only gaze in awe at the 
mystery of life that overwhelms, 
engulfs, and nourishes each one of 
us. The universe — all life, all of 
creation — is intimately intercon-
nected and interdependent. 

This past Sunday was the 
Feast of The Holy Trinity — One 
God in Three Divine Persons. 
Unity built of diversity. Our faith 
tells us that the creation of the 
universe is the reflection of the 
Creator. God is revealed in the 
complexity, interconnectedness, 
interdependence, simplicity, and 
unity of all creation.

Our identity as human be-
ings is that we are created in the 
image and likeness of the Triune 
God. The Trinity says that God 

is relationship — Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit — and the basis of that 
relationship is love. And we are 
made in that image. No wonder, 
then, that we are at our best, our 
most moral, our most human, our 
most fulfilled when we, too, are in 
loving relationships. 	

Of course, on the other side, 
we are least ourselves when we 
are out of relationship, out of sync 
with the Trinity in whose image 
we are made. Just as we can see 
the Holy Trinity reflected in the 
interconnectedness and interde-
pendence of all creation, we also 
see the absence of God — sin — 
reflected in the divisions and walls 
that we build, in the differences 
that we exaggerate and use against 
each other. 

Each time that we abuse 
creation or each other, we in-
jure ourselves and weaken the 
connectedness of all life that is 
revealed so clearly in the Holy 
Trinity. Each time that we rail 
against the diversity that God 
continues to create, we turn our 
back on God and we cut ourselves 

off from each other and from the 
source of life. 

The doctrine and image of the 
Holy Trinity manifests the force 
of love that cannot be contained 
but flows out in the Son and Holy 
Spirit and through all of creation. 
We are called to oneness with 
that force of love, to go beyond 
ourselves and deepen our connect-
edness with one another and with 
the cosmos. 

During my years in the Mis-
sion Office, I have been privileged 
to travel to mission dioceses and 
walk among people of many 
different cultures. I have visited 
the poorest of the poor, and I live 
among those who are better off. I 
have lived among people of faith 
and people who are desperately 
searching for something to fill 
the void. 

A few times I have been 
overwhelmed by what seemed to 
be profound differences. Yet, all in 
all, we are not as different as we 
might think. If we look each other 

Continued on Page 24
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LOOKING FOR A CD ALTERNATIVE?
6 Year Fixed Annuity

6 Year Term 

3.10%
$5000 Minimum  

Tax Deferred 
 Surrender Charge (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%, Yr3-4%, 

Yr4-3%, Yr5-2%, Yr6-1%) 
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1 

Park 2 Annuity 
2 Year Term 

2.15%
$1000 Minimum

Tax Deferred 
Surrender Charges (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%) 

10% Free Withdrawal per Year 
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1, 12012010 

Michael J. Ricci, CRPC 
711 Dunmore St., Throop, PA 18512 

800-324-2890

FIRST
CATHOLIC
SLOVAK
UNION

Plans provide full withdrawal at the end of the stated term. 
Rates are subject to change. Annuity contracts issued by First Catholic 
Slovak Union, a fraternal benefit society founded in Cleveland, OH in 
1890. Not available in all states. Not FDIC or NCUSIF Insured.   

“FOR GOD 
& NATION” 

2.10%

Karpentry by Keiper
 Specializing in windows, doors, decks, kitchens,

bathrooms, siding, gutters, all phases of carpentry
 Licensed General Contractor  -  Call 570-563-2766

Quality over volume, one job at a time   License #PA002543

 

   Bedwick’s

Hours: Mon – Fri: 9 a.m.–6 p.m. & Sat: 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

Religious gifts 
for everyday & special occasions

SEE OUR BEAUTIFUL IRISH GIFTS SELECTION! 
26” ST. PATRICK GARDEN STATUE

452 Hazle Street - Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 - 570-823-3818

Quo Vadis Days 2017 is a camp for young 
Catholic men in High School (9-12th grade) to:

+ Deepen their faith
+ Learn more about all vocations
+ Better discern God’s call in their lives
The camp will feature dynamic talks, prayer, games, 

sports, activities, music and more. Participants will have 
the opportunity to meet priests and seminarians of the 
Diocese of Scranton. All participants are required to get 
a letter of recommendation from a priest, deacon, parish 
life coordinator, director of religious education, or youth 
minister to register.

Date: June 25-28
Location: Misericordia University

Phone: (570) 207-1452
Register Online beginning May 7:

www.scrantonvocations.org

Quo Vadis Days June 25-28 
at Misericordia in Dallas

Pope Francis has called each 
of us to be a witness of charity. 
He encourages us to “open our 
eyes and see the misery of the 
world, the wounds of our brothers 
and sisters who are denied their 
dignity, and let us recognize that 
we are compelled to heed their cry 
for help!”

The Peter’s Pence Collection 
unites us in solidarity to the Holy 
See and its works of charity to 
those in need. This special collec-
tion will be taken up in parishes 
in the Diocese of Scranton on the 

Peter’s Pence Collection Supports 
Charitable Works of Pope Francis

XLT (Exalt!) will 
be held Friday, June 
23, from 7-9 p.m. at 
Divine Mercy Parish, 
312 Davis Street, 
Scranton. The event, 
sponsored by the Di-
ocesan Offices for 
Parish Life and Voca-
tions, will consist of 
Eucharistic Adoration; 
praise & worship mu-
sic; a talk by Robert 
Yanik; reconciliation; 
and a social. All are 
welcome to attend. 
For more informa-
tion, please contact 
Dominick Costantino 
at 570-780-2996.

Thousands will gather in Washington, D.C., at the 
Saint John Paul II Shrine for amazing worship, inspir-
ing talks, engaging break out groups, incredible mu-
sic with Audrey Assad and Tony Melendez, and more. 
This event, which channels the spirit and vision of the 
international World Youth Day celebrations, will be a 
moment of national unity and authentic communion 
for all young adults. The theme for this year’s World 
Youth Day chosen by Pope Francis is “The Mighty One 
Has Done Great Things for Me and Holy is His Name.” 
The pilgrimage will also include sightseeing in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Cost: $150 (includes motor coach transportation, 
hotel, Saturday festival registration fee, breakfast 
two mornings, dinner two evenings)

For more information, please call 570-780-2996.

World Youth Day Unite
Pilgrimage for Young Adults (18-19)

Saturday, July 21-Sunday, July 22

XLT (Exalt!)

weekend of June 24-25.
This annual endeavor of-

fers Catholics the opportunity 
to support the humanitarian and 
charitable works of Pope Francis 
that reach out to the marginalized 
and poor. Donations to this annual 
worldwide collection help the 
pope support victims of war and 
religious persecution, natural di-
sasters, and those suffering around 
the world. 

Your generosity allows the 
Pope to respond to our suffering 
brothers and sisters.

Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. 
All rights reserved. Photo: © CNS/Paul Haring.
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• BROADWAY: On Your Feet … Hello Dolly… Excellent Seats!
• OCEAN CITY, NJ ‘INDEPENDENT’ 1-DAY JUNE 21, JULY 19, AUG. 9
• CATSKILLS DOME TRAIN & MONTICELLO CASINO JULY 1, SEPT. 2
• KING OF PRUSSIA MALL SHOPPING JULY 1 Transportation only
• CONEY ISLAND JULY 8 New York City’s playground! Transportation only
• KUTZTOWN FOLK FESTIVAL & QUILT AUCTION JULY 8 Admission
• KNOEBELS AMUSEMENT PARK JULY 28 Transportation only 
• VICTORIAN CAPE MAY, NJ ‘INDEPENDENT’ 1-DAY AUG. 19
• ELLIS ISLAND & LIBERTY ISLAND AUG. 19 Free time at Chelsea Market
• DIGGERLAND USA AUG. 19 A hands-on construction-themed adventure park  
in West Berlin, NJ. Ride and operate real heavy equipment! Admission, Snacks.

• NEW YORK STATE FAIR AUG. 26 Round-Trip Transportation only
• BALTIMORE INNER HARBOR – HARBOR ONLY AUG. 26
• U.S. TENNIS OPEN AUG. 30 Flushing Meadows. Includes Admission
• 9/11 MEMORIAL MUSEUM, NYC SEPT. 9  Admission and Chelsea Market
• LAKE TOBIAS SAFARI RIDE & HERSHEY’S CHOCOLATE WORLD SEPT. 9
• AMERICAN GIRL PLACE, NYC SEPT. 9 American Girl Place Café Lunch
• FEAST OF SAN GENNARO, NYC STREET FESTIVAL SEPT. 16, 23
• ERIE CANAL CRUISE & HERKIMER HOME TOUR SEPT. 16
• SWEET, SALTY & CREAMY SEPT. 19 Turkey Hill Ice Cream Experience, Tours of 
Martin’s Potato Chip and Wolfgang Candy Plants, Stauffer’s Cookie Outlet

• SENECA LAKE WINE-TASTING SEPT. 30 Three Vineyards, Lunch
• SALEM & PROVIDENCE HALLOWEEN 3-DAY OCT. 13-15 Salem’s “Haunted 
Happenings”, Providence’s “Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular”, Lizzie Borden House

MARTZ TOURS
“SPIRIT” CRUISE AND
ONE LIBERTY TOWER

570-821-3855 or 1-800-432-8069
Book your tour at  
MARTZTOURS.COM

JULY 22  PHILADELPHIA. Admission to Tower’s 
Observation Deck, Lunch Buffet

Atlantic City Overnite 10/29-30
$40 slotplay, $15 food credit

Bally’s Casino Accommodations
Atlantic City - 3 Days 8/6-8

$50 slotplay, $20 food credit
Bally’s Casino Accommodations
Statue of Liberty / Little Italy 7/15

911 Memorial & Museum 7/29
Football / Rock n’ Roll Hall of Fame, 

Ohio, Flight 93 Memorial 8/11-13
PA Grand Canyon, Wellsboro 8/19
Vermont / New Hampshire 8/20-23
Mackinac Island, Grand Hotel Acc.
Holland/Thunder Bay, MI 8/26-9/1

Philadelphia Boat Cruise / Sands 9/2

STUCKER TOURS 
570-655-8458
www.stuckertours.com

Hollywood Casino, $30 slotplay 9/17 
1000 Islands/Boldt Castle 9/23-24
Myrtle Beach/Savannah 10/1-7
Niagara Falls, Canada 10/15-17

Haunted Salem, MA 10/20-22
CALL FOR OUR COMPLETE LIST OF TOURS

in the eye deeply and steadily we 
can see a bit of ourselves in each 
other. We may detect a spark of di-
vinity infused from the beginning 
in each of us. 

Allowing ourselves to be 
gripped by the love manifested in 
the Holy Trinity is not simply an 
ideal, not simply a pious thought. It 
has clear and serious implications 
for how we live each day as well as 
for the structures and institutions 
that we have a part in creating and 
maintaining. Pope Francis puts it 
this way: “Whether believers or 
not, we are agreed today that the 
earth is essentially a shared inher-
itance, whose fruits are meant to 
benefit everyone.” 

I suppose it is easy for any 

of us to forget that everything we 
have and are is a gift from God. 
What we do or fail to do affects 
others. We have a choice. We can 
use the resources of our earth for 
ourselves alone or we can work 
out new ways of sharing our water, 
our food, our care for the earth.  
We can build connections and 
grow in God’s mission of love that 
overflows from the Holy Trinity, or 
we can build up walls and cut our-
selves off from each other and our 
God. We can care for the parts of 
creation that have been entrusted 
to us, or we can abuse and deface 
creation for our own egotistical 
purposes. We can work for unity 
in our diversity or we can retreat 
into a deadening uniformity. 

As we meditate on the Holy 
Trinity, we are called to welcome 
the other, the stranger, and to see 
our reflection in their being. We 
are called to be inclusive, to invite 
others in rather than shut them out. 
We are called to care for creation 
rather than dominate it. We are 
called to live in the force of the 
divine love that constantly flows 
forth from the Holy Trinity. If we 
could only recognize and live out 
this call, the world would truly be 
a better place. 

Continued from Page 22

Missions: Unity in Our Diversity
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Continued on Page 27

Call now for a Brochure, 2017 Group Departures.

CALL US FOR DETAILS! 570.342.5790 • 435 GREEN RIDGE STREET, SCRANTON (AT THE UNDERPASS)
askTRAVELWORLD.com

6-DAY ICELANDTOUR

10 SEATS
LEFT!

SUMMER ATTHE SHORE
IN ATLANTIC CITY

Bus-3-Nights @ Resorts on Boardwalk

2-Famous Pizza Places

$399 PP
Kids $199 PP

$90 Meal Credit, $35 Slot Play!

4-DAY WILDWOOD CREST GET-A-WAY

$499 PP
October 20-22

$379 PP

THE ORIGINAL BROOKLYN
PIZZATOUR

Tour Brooklyn &
Coney Island & Visit

Sept. 28-Oct. 3, 2017

COLUMBUS DAYWEEKEND IN
NIAGARA
FALLS
October 7-9

$375 PP /Kids $175

FALL LAKE GEORGE
HOT AIR BALLOONWEEKEND

4 MEALS + Lake George Lunch Cruise

September 22-24

$419 PP

September 10-14

SeeThe Northern Lights

#1 Tour
Always A Sell Out!

8 DAY FALL
IRELANDTOUR

$2,295 PP

October 23-31, 2017
Complete 8-Day Tour!!!

8-DAY COASTAL MAINE BUSTOUR

$1,499 PP

September 11-18, 2017
Featuring Acadia National Park

Extensive Tour, 12 meals
Call For Flyer!

NEW
TOUR!

7-DAY MACKINAC ISLAND
BUSTOUR

Hotel-11 meals + lunch @The Grand Hotel!

$745 PP
August 27-September 2

NYYANKEESVS
TAMPA RAYS

NYC SKYLINE
DINNER CRUISE

NEW
TOUR!

SAIL 10 or 11 NIGHTSTOTHE CARIBBEAN FROM NYC
aboard the NORWEGIAN GEM in 2018

January 23-February 3 or February 24-March 6 From $1195.00 PP (Winter Specials)

Stay at the EL CORONADO RESORT
Too many Inclusions to list

3-DAY SALEM WITCH
& BOSTON TOUR

10 SEATS
LEFT!

10 SEATS
LEFT!

$99 PP

$1,499 PP

July 3-6, 20-17

Sunday, Oct. 8th &
Sunday, Oct. 29th

INCLUDES
AIRFARE

JEWEL OF SOUTHERN ITALY
7-DAY FALLTOUR

SEPTEMBER 30-OCTOBER 7, 2017

NAPLES-SORRENTO-CAPRI
AMALFI COAST & POMPEII
Includes Airfare, Hotel, 10-Meals

& All Touring!

$2995 PP

Trip limited to 48
Book Now! New Tour.

NATIONAL PARKS & CANYONS
OFTHE SOUTHWEST

7-DAY TOUR October 8-14, 2017

$2095 PP
NEW
TOUR!

Grand Canyon-Bryce Canyon-Zion-
St. George, Utah

Airfare-Hotel-9-Meals & more !

Sat-July 29

Sat-Aug. 19

Bus-4 ½ Hour Cruise-Dinner
Open Bar & DJ

$99 PP

$179 PP
GREAT
FALL

CRUISE

REGAL PRINCESS

including Bus

5-Night Cruise
to NOVA SCOTIA

$995 PP

Balcony Special
October 21-26

Bus-Main Level Ticket
& Tailgate Party

FREE
DRINKS!

BUSTO
NYC PIER

435 Green Ridge Street
Scranton, Pa. 18509

570-342-5790

601 Market Street
Kingston, Pa. 18704

570-288-9311
.

Mark Your Calendar –– Around the Diocese
Spiritual Offerings

SCRANTON — The Legion 
of Mary in the Diocese will host 
a Day of Reflection on Saturday, 
June 17, at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of St. Ann in west 
Scranton.

The day’s program will begin 
at 9 a.m. with refreshments and 
fellowship and conclude with the 
celebration of Mass at 3 p.m.

Highlighting the spiritual 
offering will be two reflections 
presented by Passionist Father 
Siby John, assistant pastor at St. 
Ann’s: “Life — A Voyage with 

Day of Reflection June 17 at St. Ann’s
God” (morning) and “Rejoice in 
the Lord Always” (afternoon).

The Day of Reflection will 
also include recitation of the 
Rosary, time for private prayer, 
lunch, Eucharistic adoration and 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Open to all men and women, 
event cost is $22 per person and 
registration is required.

Registration forms are avail-
able at the St. Ann Shrine Gift 
Shop or by contacting Dori (570-
343-7373), Sandy (570-947-2095) 
or Rose Mary (570-347-1075).

Friday Pro-Life Rosary Vigil 
–– JUNE 16, sponsored by the 
Catholics Defending Life Prayer 
& Awareness Team; group re-
sumes weekly gatherings every 
Friday (except on First Fridays) 
from 1 to 1:30 p.m. at the Pro-Life 
Monument located next to St. 
Peter’s Cathedral in Scranton 
(300 block of Wyoming Ave.). 
Recitation of the Rosary of-
fered, along with pro-life med-
itations, Divine Mercy Chaplet 
and other prayer devotions for 
the respect and dignity of all 
human life from conception to 
natural death. Pro-life signs are 
welcome.

Friday  Holy  Hour for 
Vocations — JUNE 16, hosted 
by the Little Sisters of the Poor 
at Holy Family Residence, 2500 
Adams Ave., Scranton; weekly 
devotion held every Friday at 4:30 
p.m. in the Residence chapel. Holy 
Hour includes recitation of the 
Rosary, evening prayer (vespers) 
and benediction. All faithful are 
welcome.

S u n d a y  O u r  L a d y  o f 
Guadalupe Rosary Devotion — 
JUNE 18, hosted by St. Lucy 
Church, 949 Scranton St., west 
Scranton; devotion held every 
Sunday evening from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. in the church or at the out-
door grotto (weather permitting) 
through the first week of Decem-
ber. Includes recitation of the 15 
decades of the Rosary (Joyful, 
Sorrowful & Glorious Mysteries) 

and additional prayers offered for 
the special intentions of world 
peace, an increase in vocations 
to the religious life, and an end to 
abortion.

Sacred Heart Feast Day 
Mass — JUNE 23, hosted by the 
Oblates of St. Joseph Seminary, 
Route 315, Laflin; Eucharistic 
liturgy celebrating the Solem-
nity of the Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus begins at 7 p.m. in the 
seminary chapel. Principal cele-
brant: St. Joseph Oblate Father 
Joseph Sibilano, seminary direc-
tor. Music ministry provided by 
the Sacred Heart Singers, under 
the direction of Ernie Pappa 
and Jennifer Michel; prelude of 
contemporary selections will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. Fellowship 
and refreshments in the dining 
area will conclude the gathering 
following the Mass. All faithful 
are welcome.

Spiritual Support Group: 
Scranton Mental Health Ministry 
— JUNE 24 & JULY 8, hosted 
by the Cathedral of St. Peter in 
Scranton; providing a safe, sup-
portive space for individuals who 
are experiencing mental illness. 
Group meets at 10 a.m. on the 
second and fourth Saturdays of the 
month in the Bishops Hall at the 
Cathedral Rectory, 315 Wyoming 
Ave. Meetings will be approxi-
mately 90 minutes; refreshments 
provided. Participating Scranton 
parishes include St. Peter’s; Mary, 
Mother of God; and Immaculate 

Conception. For more information, 
contact Deacon Ed Shoener (Ca-
thedral), (570-344-7231); Deacon 
Jan Mroz (Mary, Mother of God), 
(570-342-4881); or Deacon Pat 
McDonald (Immaculate Concep-
tion), (570-961-5211).

Monday Night Worship — 
JULY 3, hosted by St. Faustina 
Parish in Nanticoke; monthly 
devotion held on the first Monday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
parish worship site of Holy Trinity 
Church, 520 South Hanover St., 
Nanticoke. All faithful are wel-
come to join together for a Holy 
Hour of praise and worship music. 
For more information, contact Paul 
Walters at (570-332-2963).

Rosary Commemorating the 
100th Anniversary of the Blessed 
Mother’s Apparitions at Fatima 
— JULY 13, hosted at the Fatima 
Grotto on the grounds of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Parish at St. 
Mary of Mount Carmel Church, 
322 Chestnut St., Dunmore. Ro-
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ADVERTISERS!
Reach out to our
faithful readers

every week!

Advertise in

The Catholic Light
570-207-2229

Eileen-Manley@DioceseofScranton.org

Classifi eds  •  Classifi eds  •  Classifi eds  •  Classifi eds  •  Classifi eds  

Buying Antiques and Estates, Furniture, Wicker, Toys, 
Linens, Quilts, Old Sewing Machines, Old Light Fix-
tures and Lamps, Railroad and Mining Items, Book-
cases, Bedroom and Dining Rooms, French Doors, 
Radios, Books, Cedar Chests, Anything Old
 OUR 35th YEAR • 570-343-5628

AAA BUYERS

1 ITEM OR COMPLETE ESTATES

570-430-2370

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES WANTED

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor 

to law enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or 
lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the 
matter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese 
of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, 
including child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. 

It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. To this end, the 
Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding 
the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which includes 
supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, 
information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the Victim 
Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at (570-862-7551) or to Diocesan offi cials, including 
the Vicar General, Monsignor Thomas M. Muldowney, V.G., at (570-207-2269).

Aviso al Respecto de Reportar el Abuso Sexual de Un Menor de Edad
Es la norma de la Diócesis de Scranton reportar cualquier alegación de abuso sexual de un 

menor de edad a las autoridades. Si usted es una víctima de abuso sexual cometido por un sac-
erdote, diácono, religioso o empleado laico, o voluntario de la Diócesis de Scranton, usted está 
obligado a reportar el asunto inmediatamente a las autoridades de la ley.

Si algún sacerdote, diácono, religioso, empleado laico o voluntario de la Diócesis de Scranton 
tiene  sospecha de que un menor de edad ha sido sujeto a cualquier forma de abuso, incluyendo 
abuso sexual de menor de edad, el asunto será reportado a las autoridades de la ley.

Es la norma de la Diócesis defender todas las regulaciones civiles y del estado. Al fi n de que la Diócesis 
esté comprometida igualmente a defender las normas del Código de Derecho Canónico y defender los 
principios de la Carta Para la Protección de Niños y Jóvenes (Conferencia de los Obispos Católicos de 
los Estados Unidos), lo cual incluye apoyar a las víctimas de abuso sexual en pos del bienestar emocional 
y espiritual.

Por eso, información respecto a una alegación del asunto sexual de un menor de edad, debe ser 
reportada a la Coordinadora Diocesana de Asistencia para Las Víctimas, Mary Beth Pacuska, a (570-862-
7551) o a los ofi ciales diocesanos incluyendo El Vicario General, Monseñor Thomas M. Muldowney, 
a (570-207-2269).

Cash Paid - Cleanouts Available
570-266-3762
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Homemade Food  •  Games  •  Rummage Sale
Silent Auction with Theme Baskets  •  Covered Seating Area

Thank You to Our Sponsors
FUN AND FOOD FOR ALL AGES!

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish (Polish), 3529 St. Mary’s Rd.
Wapwallopen 18660-1901,  Phone: 868-5855 Fax: 868-5876
e-mail: stmarysdorrance@gmail.com ,  Pastor: Rev. Joseph J. Evanko
Molly Mendofi k 

2x3.5 $82.95

Smith Health Care Ltd., C-K Alarm Systems, Dotzel Trucking, Maureen 
Kocher Allstate Insurance Co., McCune Funeral Home, Mountain 
Peaks Newspaper, Crestwood Pharmacy, Heller Funeral Home, 
Leah’s Oil Co., Edward Lukashewski & Sons Trucking, Riverview 
Block, Steinbrenner Auto Sales & Service, and Triangle Pharmacy.

BAZAARSt. Mary’s of Dorrance
3529 St. Mary’s Road, Dorrance • 868-5855 • No rain dates 

Sun., June 25 • 4pm - 10pm
MASS AT 9AM

Jeanne Zano Band 5-9PM



Sat., June  24 • 4pm - 11pm
MASS AT 4PM

Cool Ride Band 7-11PM

Picnic Time
JUNE

15, 16, 17 –– Mary, Mother of God, Scranton, Holy Ro-
sary Center & grounds, Wayne & West Market streets, North 
Scranton (Providence section).

22, 23, 24 –– St. Leo’s/Holy Rosary, Ashley, parish 
grounds, 33 Manhattan St.

23, 24 –– Resurrection, Muncy, church grounds, Musser 
Lane & Main St.

23, 24, 25 –– St. Faustina, Nanticoke, St. Faustina Parish 
Grove, 141 Old Newport St., Sheatown.

24, 25 –– St. Mary’s (Our Lady, Help of Christians), 
Dorrance, church grounds, 3529 St. Mary’s Road.

JULY
7, 8 –– St. Patrick’s, Scranton, parish grounds, 1400 block 

of Jackson St., West Scranton.
7, 8, 9 –– Nativity of Our Lord, Duryea, parish picnic 

grounds at Sacred Heart Church, 529 Stephenson St., Duryea.
8 –– Holy Family, Sugar Notch, church grounds, 828 

Main St.
8, 9 –– Good Shepherd, Drums, church grounds, 87 South 

Hunter Highway.
13, 14, 15 –– Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Carbondale, 

school grounds, Farview St.
13, 14, 15 –– St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Swoyersville, 

church grounds, 116 Hughes St.
14, 15, 16 –– Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Lake Silkworth,  

church grounds, State Route 29.
14, 15, 16 –– Holy Name of Jesus, West Hazleton, 

Transfiguration Church grounds, 213 West Green St., West 
Hazleton.

14, 15, 16 –– Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Hanover 
Township, church grounds, 420 Main St. (Buttonwood sec-
tion).

28, 29 –– Holy Rosary, Hazleton, parish grounds, 240 
South Poplar St.

AUGUST
3, 4, 5 –– Our Lady of the Snows, Clarks Summit, St. 

Benedict Church grounds, 1849 Newton Ransom Blvd., 
Clarks Summit.

Mark Your Calendar –– Around the Diocese
Spiritual Offerings

sary gathering will be held on 
the 13th of each month through 
October. All faithful are welcome. 
In case of inclement weather, the 
prayer service will be held inside 
the church.

Rosary Recitation — JULY 
28, hosted by Holy Rosary Parish 
in Hazleton; Rosary prayers will 

be recited beginning at 3 p.m. in 
the Parish Grotto. All faithful are 
welcome.

Pilgr image for  Peace: 
“Transfigured by Peace” — 
AUG. 6, hosted at Holy Dormition 
Byzantine Franciscan Friary, 712 
State Route 93, Sybertsville; held 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Day’s pro-
gram begins with Matins at 10 a.m. 
and also includes Holy Anointing 

Continued on Page 28

Continued from Page 25 for Healing at 11:30 a.m.; Divine 
Liturgy at 1 p.m.; confessions and 
prayer; children’s activity, 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m.; spiritual presentation, 4 
to 4:30 p.m.; and closing vespers 
at 5 p.m. For more information 
and registration, call (570-788-
1212) or email: holydormition@
gmail.com.

 Good News on the air! 

     Local, national programs 
  to inform & inspire your faith 
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STANDS INCLUDE:
Barbie Stand • Big 6 Wheel • Instant Bingo • Certificates 

Face Painting • Sports Stand • Instant Bingo
Boy's & Girl's Stand • Plant Stand • Surprise Stand

Basket Raffle • Groceries & More

PARISH GROUNDS
33 Manhattan Street, Ashley

ST. LEO'S / HOLY ROSARY

PARISH GROUNDS
Summer Festival!

June 22 - 23 - 24
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

Starts nightly at 6pm

CA
SH PRIZES!

~ CHILDREN'S GAME TENT ~
~ AUTHENTIC HOMEMADE FOOD ~

~ FREE PARKING! ~

AIR CONDITIONED

Live Entertainment!
• Thursday (June 22): DJ Bouncin Bernie,

with a 7pm performance from the Kerry Dancers
• Friday (June 23): Strawberry Jam

• Saturday (June 24): Oz

Picnic Time
AUGUST

3, 4, 5 –– St. Robert Bellarmine, Wilkes-Barre, St. 
Aloysius Church grounds, Barney & Division streets, 
Wilkes-Barre.

10, 11, 12 –– St. John the Evangelist, Pittston, church 
grounds, Church & Broad streets.

11, 12, 13 –– SS. Anthony & Rocco, Dunmore, St. 
Rocco Church grounds, 122 Kurtz St., Dunmore (Bunker 
Hill section).

11, 12, 13 –– St. Matthew’s, East Stroudsburg, church 
grounds, 78 Ridgeway St.

11, 12, 13 –– St. John the Baptist, Larksville, church 
picnic grounds.

12 –– St. John Vianney, Montdale, St. Pius X Church 
grounds, 3615 State Route 106, Royal (Clifford Township).

17, 18, 19 –– St. John Neumann, Scranton, Nativity of 
Our Lord Church grounds, 633 Orchard St., South Scranton.

18, 19, 20 –– Blessed Sacrament, Throop, parish grounds 
& hall.

19 –– St. Juliana’s, Rock Lake, church grounds, Route 
247-North (Creamton Drive).

19, 20 –– Queen of Heaven (St. Mauro Festival), 
Hazleton, parish grounds, 750 North Vine St., Hazleton.

SEPTEMBER
15, 16, 17 –– St. Paul’s, Scranton, church grounds, 1510 

Penn Ave., Green Ridge section.

Mark Your Calendar –– Around the Diocese
Catholic Happenings

Continued on Page 29

American Red Cross Blood 
Drive — JUNE 15, sponsored 
by the Valley Blood Council, 
Lackawanna Chapter of American 
Red Cross; blood drive will be 
hosted at the Eagle Hose Co., 1 Ea-
gle Lane, Dickson City. Co-spon-
sors include St. Mary’s Visitation 
Church in Dickson City. Drive is 
being held in honor of all volunteer 
firefighters.

Sunday Buffet Breakfast — 
JUNE 18, hosted by St. Eulalia 
Parish, 214 Blue Shutters Road, 
Elmhurst (Roaring Brook Twp.); 
serving from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon in 
the parish hall. Featuring full break-
fast menu, including made-to-order 
eggs, home fries, ham, sausage, 
pancakes, rolls, toast, juice, coffee 
& tea. Cost: adults (age 12 to 64), 
$7; seniors (age 65 & older), $6; 
children (age 6-11), $3; children age 
5 & under admitted free. 

Sacred Hearts of Jesus & 
Mary Bingo — JUNE 21 & JULY 
5, sponsored by Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus & Mary Parish, Jermyn; 
games held on the first and third 

Wednesdays of the month in the 
parish center, 624 Madison Ave., 
Jermyn. Doors open at 5 p.m.; 
early-bird games start 6 p.m. (reg-
ular games, 6:30). Event includes 
homemade foods and desserts; 
specialty games, refreshments, 
door prizes and progressive jack-
pot. Players attending every games 
party are eligible for a cash prize. 
Free admission; for more informa-
tion, call (570-876-1061).

Annual Parish Flea Market 
— JUNE 23-25, sponsored by 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish 
in Brodheadsville; held at the 
parish church grounds, located 
on Route 209 & Weir Lake Road, 
Brodheadsville. Market hours: 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Sunday (Bag 
Day), 1 to 5 p.m. Featuring a 
wide variety of flea market items, 
including furniture, jewelry, elec-
tronics, tools, clothing, toys, arts 

& crafts, household items, books, 
movies and music. Includes large 
silent auction and Bargain Tent 
area, raffle drawings, bake sale, 
food and refreshments; vendors 
welcome. For more information, 
contact the parish at (610-681-
6137) or www.qopchurch.org.

Pre-Picnic Flea Market — 
JULY 6, hosted by Nativity of Our 
Lord Parish in Duryea; flea market 
open from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Sacred 
Heart Upper Hall, 529 Stephenson 
St., Duryea. All are welcome.

Villa Summer Bingo Party 
— JULY 14, hosted by St. Mary’s 
Villa, 516 St. Mary’s Villa Road, 
Elmhurst; held from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. at St. Mary’s Villa Residence. 
Featuring 12 games of bingo with 
door prizes; also includes refresh-
ments. Requested donation of $5 
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per person will benefit St. Joseph’s 
Center of Scranton. Seating is lim-
ited, and reservations are required 
by July 11. Call (570-795-2810).

Sixth Annual Pig Roast — 
JULY 23, hosted by Queen of the 
Apostles Parish in Avoca; held 
from 12 noon to 4 p.m. at the 
parish hall and grounds, corner 
of Hawthorne and Spring streets, 
Avoca. Take-out dinners avail-
able throughout the day. Dinner 
features all-you-can-eat pork (pig 
on the spit); menu also includes 
picnic foods, desserts and  bever-
ages. Event includes cash grand 
prize raffle drawing, basket raffle, 
children’s games and bake sale. 
Dinner cost: adults, $20; children 
(age 6 to 12), $10; tickets avail-
able in advance or at the event. 
For more information or advance 
tickets, call the parish office (570-
457-3412).

Gate of Heaven Summer 
Youth Music Camp — JULY 
24-28, hosted by Gate of Heaven 
Parish, 40 Machell Ave., Dallas; 
open free of charge to children age 
8 to 15. Summer camp sessions 
held each day from 9:30 a.m. to 12 
noon at Gate of Heaven Church; 
daily schedule includes choir 
rehearsals, faith lesson, games 
and snacks. Camp concludes with 
special Youth Liturgy, featuring 
music by camp participants, on 
Sunday, July 30, at 11:30 a.m. 
in the parish church. For more 
information or to register, call 
(570-675-2121).

Chicken Barbecue — AUG. 
6, sponsored by Holy Cross Parish, 
200 Delaware Ave., Olyphant; held 
from 12 noon to 4 p.m. Dinner 
includes half chicken, potatoes, 
green beans and dessert; children’s 
meal includes chicken nuggets, 
fries, dessert and drink. Other 
menu items available for purchase 
include hot dogs, ice cream/sodas, 

Continued from Page 28 and fries. Event also features bingo 
games, bake sale, cash & basket 
raffles, music and children’s games. 
Dinner tickets must be purchased 
in advance. Cost: adults, $10; chil-
dren, $5. For more information and 
advance tickets, contact the parish 
office, weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m., at (570-489-0752).

10th Anniversary Celebration 
of Holy Cross High School 
— AUG. 12, beginning with 
celebration of Mass at 5:30 p.m. 
in the auditorium of Holy Cross 
High School, 501 East Drinker St., 
Dunmore; reception follows from 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at The Colonnade, 
401 Jefferson Ave., Scranton. 
Reservations: $25 per person, 
includes food and refreshments; 
deadline is July 31. Contact Holy 
Cross High School at (570-346-
7541) or www.hchspa.org. Space 
is limited.

“Holy Cow” Flop Fundraiser 
& Barbecue — AUG. 12, spon-
sored by St. John Vianney Parish, 
Montdale, at St. Pius X Church 
grounds, 3615 State Route 106, 
Clifford Township (Royal); held 
from 12 noon to 6 p.m. Featuring 
Kundla’s barbecue chicken dinners 
($10 each) and a variety of foods 
and refreshments, live music, bake 
sale, basket raffles, games and 
prizes for all ages. For advance 
tickets or more information, call 
(570-254-9502).

Annual Festival for the 
Intellectually Disabled — AUG. 
20, sponsored by the local Alhamar 
Caravan (No. 4) of Alhambra, 
an international Catholic group 
of men and women dedicated to 
serving persons with special needs; 
held from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at the Plains American Veterans 
Pavilion in the Wilkes-Barre 
area. For more information and to 
inquire about festival donations and 
advertising sponsorships, contact 
Kathy Kennedy, Alhamar Grand 
Commander, at (570-825-3272).

_________________________

 2 0 1 7
Vocations

Seminarians and clergy pictured at the 2016 
Vocations Golf Classic are, from left, Father 
Donald Williams, director of Vocations and 
Seminarians, Kevin Miller, Jonathan Kuhar, 
William Asinari, Andrew McCarroll, Bishop 

Joseph C. Bambera,  Mark Watrucki, and Ryan Glenn.

Apostleship of Prayer
Papal Intention for June 2017

National Leaders ––
That national leaders may firmly commit themselves to ending 

the arms trade, which victimizes so many innocent people.
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516 St. Mary’s Villa Road, Elmhurst Twp. PA 18444

570-795-2810

�Rooms
Available

Feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
School Grounds, Farview Street, Carbondale 

 
 

 
 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday - Beginning at 5:00 pm each night 

 
  THURSDAY NIGHT          FRIDAY NIGHT           SATURDAY NIGHT 

            J2 Live Music The Wanabees                     Blue London Band  
      John Strasburger & Ron Pascoe         Dave Borosky 

Camille Dapkins 
 

       Featuring: 
   Fri.:   
   Sat.: 
 

 

  ITALIAN FOODS  ENTERTAINMENT  GAMES iaoteBroad-Broadcas 
 

 

(No Alcoholic Beverages will be served or allowed on premises.) 

THURSDAY NIGHT
7PM - 10PM

Franki Gervasi

FRIDAY NIGHT
7PM - 10PM

Mystic Rulers
FIREWORKS

SATURDAY NIGHT
7PM - 10PM

Luongo Brothers
Nick, Allen, & Pat

from The Poets

Fr. Jim Price invites you to our Annual Feast Procession with the statue of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel to be held
on Sunday, July 16 - Procession leaves church following the 10AM Mass • Benediction to follow upon return of procession.

Women and Men Religious recently gathered for an Evening of Reflection at St. Maria Goretti 
Church in Laflin. Bishop Bambera was principal celebrant of the Mass. The program included 
dinner and a conference led by Very Reverend Paul A. McDonnell, O.S.J., Provincial Superior of 
the Oblates of Saint Joseph, USA Province (pictured above). For more photos, please see www.
facebook.com/DioceseOfScranton

Evening of Reflection for Women and Men Religious Held in Laflin

The Daily Prayer Request for 
Priests schedule for the next three 
weeks is as follows:

June 15, Jesuit Father Kevin 
Quinn; June 16, Father Michael 
Quinnan; June 17, Father Cyril 
Rable; June 18, Father Michael 
Rafferty; June 19, Monsignor 
Joseph Rauscher; June 20, Father 
Philip Rayappan; June 21, Father 
Gregory Reichlen; June 22, Father 
August Ricciardi; June 23, Jesuit 
Father Thomas Roach; June 24, 

Prayer Requests for Priests
Father Alex Roche; June 25, 
Father Richard Rojas; June 26, 
Monsignor Walter Rossi; June 
27, Monsignor Dale Rupert; June 
28, Father John Ruth; June 29, 
Passionist Father Paul Ruttle; June 
30, Holy Cross Father John Ryan; 
July 1, Pope Francis; July 2, Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI; July 3, 
Bishop Joseph C. Bambera; July 
4, Jesuit Father Thomas Sable; 
July 5, St. Peter Priestly Fraternity 
Father Gerard Saguto.
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Wilkes-Barre • Scranton  
Williamsport • Jersey Shore 

House calls are back.
Long-term care planning. Let the experts come to you.

paelderlaw.com • 1-800-401-4552

�

306 Wilkes-Barre Township Boulevard, Wilkes-Barre Township, PA 18702

WE BUY VINTAGE AND ANTIQUE ITEMS: Toys, Holiday, Jewelry, Local 
Advertising, Hunting, Fishing, Military, Coal Mining, Bottles, Knives, 
Ephemera, Old Shaving, Rare & Antique Books, Tools, Video Games, Musical 
Instruments, Photos, Railroad Memorabilia, Postcards, Black Americana, 
Beer Memorabilia, Disney Items, Hollywood Memorabilia and so much more!

The Diocese of Scranton 
Congratulates the 2017 
High School Graduates 

of Marian Catholic 
and Scranton Prep

Jeffrey
Heim

Emily
Mazur

Scranton Preparatory School

TAMAQUA –– Commencement 
ceremonies were held recently for the 
2017 Class of Marian Catholic High 
School in Schuylkill County, Diocese of 
Allentown, where a number of students 
from the Scranton Diocese attend high 
school.

Marian’s graduation took place 
on June 3 at the Catholic high school 
in Tamaqua, with 96 seniors receiving 
their diplomas –– 26 of whom reside in 
lower Luzerne County in the Diocese 
of Scranton.

Mar ian Cathol ic  Pr inc ipa l 
Jean Susko also announced that 
Baccalaureate ceremonies were 
conducted on June 2 at the school. 
Serving as principal celebrant for the 
Mass was Father Robert T. Finlan of 
the Allentown Diocese. 

Garnering top academic honors 
as this year’s Marian Catholic vale-
dictorian is Edward Kolonsky, son of 
Dr. Edward and Johanna Kolonsky, 
Shenandoah. The class salutatorian is 
Anthony Collevechio, son of Robert and 
Mary Jean Collevechio, of Summit Hill.

SCRANTON –– The Jesuit-
run Scranton Preparatory School 
in downtown Scranton conferred 
d ip lomas to  173 sen iors  a t 
commencement ceremonies June 4 
in Scranton Prep’s St. Francis Xavier 
Center. The graduation exercises were 
led by Principal Matthew R. Bernard.

The Baccalaureate Mass was cele-
brated June 3 in the St. Francis Xavier 
Center. Serving as main celebrant was 
Jesuit Father Ryan J. Maher, school 
president.

S c r a n t o n  P r e p ’ s  2 0 1 7 
valedictorian is Emily Mazur, daughter 
of Jan and Mary Theresa Mazur, of 
Old Forge. The salutatorian is Jeffrey 
Heim, son of Jeffrey and Lisa Heim, 
who reside in Scranton. 

All members of the Scranton 
Prep Class of ’17 will go on to 
further education, with 172 graduates 
attending Catholic colleges or 
universities. 

Marian Catholic High School

Edward
Kolonsky

Anthony
Collevechio
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Paying  on the spot
for U.S./German/Japanese:

Medals, Uniforms, Helmets, Hats, Armbands, Flags,
Daggers, Swords, Bayonets, Knives, Pistols, Rifles,

Equipment, Pictures, Letters, Currency, Coins, etc…  

Contact Sam at (570) 814-8287
Please leave a message if I’m unavailable.

(I am a private collector not a dealer and would be honored to purchase
your military souvenirs to display in my collection.)

MAILING LABEL - Please be sure to enclose this label with any address changes
and mail to The Catholic Light, 300 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA 18503

Catch Our Spirit...
Become an Academic Angel

All gifts are tax deductible.

Diocese of Scranton Scholarship 
Foundation 

300 Wyoming Avenue
Scranton, PA 18503 

570-207-2250
www.DioceseOfScranton.org

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
           

_________________________________________________________
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