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‘God calls all of us . . . to be his followers’
On the fi rst Sunday of Lent, 190 persons from throughout the Diocese affi rmed their “yes!” to the 

Lord’s invitation by participating in the Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion celebrated 
by Bishop Bambera at the Cathedral of Saint Peter. These individuals of all ages acknowledged their 
intention to receive the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confi rmation and Holy Eucharist) at the 
coming Easter Vigil. Please see page 2.

        Reaching for
               the Heavens

The new church for St. Jude in Mountaintop is taking shape on 
the parish grounds. The building will increase worship space and 

parking for the growing parish community. Please see page 3.
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The Rite of Election and the 
Call to Continuing Conversion, 
the ritual at which 190 persons 
acknowledged their intention to 
receive the sacraments of initiation 
(Baptism, Confirmation and Holy 
Eucharist) at the coming Easter 
Vigil, was celebrated on Sunday, 
March 5, at the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter in Scranton. Bishop Joseph 
C. Bambera presided. 

The first part of the ceremony 
involved those who will be received 
into the Church through Baptism, 
known as catechumens, at the Easter 
Vigil. During the Rite of Election, 
the Church ratified the catechumens’ 
readiness for the sacraments of 
initiation, and after inscribing their 
names in the Book of the Elect, the 
catechumens, now called “the elect,” 
manifested their desire to receive 
these sacraments before the Bishop. 

During the celebration of the 
Call to Continuing Conversion, 
which immediately followed the 
Rite of Election, those already 
baptized in the Christian faith in 
another denomination, and now 
seeking full communion with 
the Catholic Church, presented 
themselves to the Bishop, and, 
after having their readiness for the 
sacraments of Confirmation and 
Holy Eucharist affirmed by their 
sponsors, were invited by the Bish-
op to join with the Church during 
Lent in a spirit of repentance and 
renewed fidelity to their baptismal 
covenant, so that they will be pre-
pared for the joyous reception of 
the holy sacraments.

Those adults who were bap-
tized Catholic but never con-
firmed, who have been preparing 
for the reception of the sacrament 
of confirmation at the Easter Vigil, 
were invited to participate in the 
ceremony by standing with the 
candidates for full communion.  

During the Rite of Election 
and the Call to Continuing Conver-
sion, Bishop Bambera asked those 
godparents and sponsors assem-
bled to affirm that the catechumens 
and candidates have been faithful 
to prayer, study and living the 
tenets of the Catholic faith during 

The Church 
     Welcomes You
Diocese Celebrates Rite of Election
and Call to Continuing Conversion

A young boy who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil signs the Book of Elect for his parish.

the past year. The ceremony was 
witnessed by families, sponsors, 
pastors and parishioners who have 
been supporting the catechumens 
and candidates throughout their 
period of preparation.

Bishop Bambera told the 
assembly that God calls all of us – 
out of the ordinariness of our lives, 
as we are, to be his followers and 
what a wonderful blessing that is.

Addressing the participants 
in the ceremony, he said: “Your 
presence here today proclaims to 
all of us that you’ve heard that call 
and have chosen to respond. And 
today, my sisters and brothers, and 
especially you, our catechumens 
and candidates, know that God is 
speaking to you. He’s calling your 
name today. He’s saying that your 
life – with all of its struggles and 
joys, with all of its blessings and 
challenges – has a unique place 
and role to play within his plan.

“This day, as never before, 
hear the words of Jesus that come to 
us from Saint John’s Gospel on the 
very night before he died, ‘It was 
not you who chose me, but I who 
chose you and appointed you to go 
and bear fruit that will remain.’” 

The scriptures, the Bishop 
noted, are filled with reminders of 
how God has worked in creation – 
always engaging his people in and 
through the events of their lives 
– never giving up on his creation 
– always faithful, ever present. Be-
fore the world began, the scriptures 
tell us, God chose a people to be 
his own – the people of Israel. And 
then, through his Son, Jesus, God 
chose all peoples to be loved, to be 
adopted daughters and sons, to be 
forgiven their sins and to inherit 
eternal life through Jesus’ cross 
and resurrection.

“My friends, today, you are 
called by God. Your name will be 
spoken. Your name will be heard. 
And your name will be written in 
the Book of the Elect,” he said. 
“My sisters and brothers – dear 
catechumens and candidates – as 
he has done since the beginning of 
creation, God places his hand on 
your shoulders today and chooses 

you to participate in his Kingdom. 
Through the touch of your godpar-
ents and through the affirmation 
of the Church gathered around 
you in this sacred cathedral, God 
calls you forth to walk with him in 
faith. The initiative is God’s. The 
necessary response is yours. 

“You, in turn, do today what 
all who have pledged their lives 
to Christ have done through the 
ages. You begin a journey of faith. 
In response to God’s call, you say 
yes to Christ. But in so doing, you 
not only affirm his presence in 
your life. You commit yourself to 
embrace his example of service 
and selfless love.” 

Bishop Bambera conceded 
that, as it was for Jesus, the journey 
that you begin today will likewise 
have its challenges. Yet, one thing is 
certain. Your election this day to be-
come a part of the Church – to call 
yourself a Catholic Christian – does 
not merely result in membership in 
an association that seeks to promote 
a certain cause. To the contrary, it 
is a reason to celebrate. As Pope 
Francis has said so often, being a 
Christian leads to “joy ... the joy of 
faith, the joy of having encountered 
Jesus, the joy that only Jesus gives 
us, the joy that gives peace.” 

“May each of us, in whatever 
place along the journey of faith we 
find ourselves, give thanks to God 
this day for the gift of Jesus and his 
saving grace,” Bishop Bambera 
said. “May you, our candidates 
for full communion in the Church, 
open your hearts to the Holy 
Spirit and to the power of Jesus 

who will fill your life through the 
Eucharist. And may you, the Elect 
in our midst, boldly proclaim your 
faith in Jesus as you inscribe your 
names in the Book of the Elect and 
take your place with all of your 
sisters and brothers – young and 
old – rich and poor – saints and sin-
ners, who have been called by God 
and chosen as his own this day.”

This process will reach its cul-
mination when catechumens and 
candidates receive the sacraments 
of initiation, but will continue, 
especially for the newly baptized, 

through a period during the Easter 
season called Mystagogy when the 
newly initiated share in theological 
reflection about the meaning of the 
mysteries celebrated at the Easter 
Vigil, and are warmly encouraged 
by members of the community to 
participate fully in the sacramental 
life of the Church. 

All of the faithful of the Di-
ocese are encouraged to pray for 
these catechumens and candidates 
as they enter into this period of 
spiritual preparation for the Sac-
raments of Initiation.

Candidates preparing for the sacraments of initiation stand 
with their sponsors during the Call to Continuing Conversion.

“In response to God’s call, you say yes 
to Christ. But in so doing, you not only 
affirm his presence in your life. You commit 
yourself to embrace his example of service 
and selfless love.” – Bishop Bambera
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Father Joseph Evanko, St. 
Jude pastor (right) points out 

a feature of the new church. 
With him, from left, are 

Jonathan Reif, vice president 
of Sordoni Construction 

Services; Bishop Bambera; 
Joe Yusinski, project manager 

for Sordoni Construction 
Services; and Tom Gercak, 

from Hemmler + Camayd 
Architects.

Progress Continues on New
Church for St. Jude Parish

As one day unfolds into the next, parishioners and 
passersby can see more of the new church being built 
to serve St. Jude in Mountain Top. Bishop Joseph C. 
Bambera recently toured the site after celebrating Mass 
for the St. Jude Elementary School community.

According to St. Jude pastor Father Joseph Evanko, 
the current church building is 60 years old and in need 
of repairs and improvements. It seats approximately 550 
people. The new building will seat 830 worshippers. 
When the new church is completed, the existing 
building will be razed and the space used for parking. 
The increased seating and parking are needed to 
accommodate the growth of the parish.

A view of the sanctuary. 

Above: interior view of 
narthex looking up at the 

exposed trusses. 

May 6 in Wilkes-Barre
The third annual Di-

ocesan Catholic Men’s 
Conference will be held on 
Saturday, May 6, at King’s 
College in Wilkes-Barre. 
The theme is “Be A Man: 
Mary’s Call to Battle,” 
inspired by this year’s cen-
tenary celebration of Our 
Blessed Mother’s appear-
ances at Fatima.

More than 1,000 men 
from throughout the Dio-
cese are expected to attend. 
They will have the op-
portunity to participate in 
Eucharistic adoration and 
the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation, share meals and 
fellowship, attend Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Jo-
seph C. Bambera, and listen 

Catholic Men’s Conference to Feature Spirituality, Dynamic Speakers 

to a trio of outstanding 
speakers: Father Andrew 
Apostoli, CFR, Steve Ray 
and Matt Fradd.

Father Andrew Apostoli, CFR
Father Apostoli is a 

founding member of the 
Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal, and has been 
teaching and preaching 
retreats and parish mis-

Father Andrew Apostoli, CFR

sions for several decades. 
He is considered one of the 
world’s foremost experts on 
the apparitions at Fatima.

He is the author of 
numerous books, including 
Following Mary to Jesus 
and Walk Humbly With 
Your God.

Father Apostoli  is 
the vice-postulator for 
the cause for the can-

onization of Archbish-
op Fulton Sheen. A fre-
quent presence on EWTN 
television, he hosted the 
TV special “Our Lady of 
Fatima and the First Sat-
urday Devotion.” He also 
hosted a three-part series 
on Fatima on Catholic 
TV. Learn more about his 
community by visiting 
franciscanfriars.com

Matt Fradd

Matt Fradd
After experiencing a 

profound conversion at 
World Youth Day in Rome 
in 2000, Matt Fradd com-
mitted himself to invit-
ing others to know Jesus 
Christ and the Church He 
founded. Matt has been a 
missionary in Canada and 
Ireland, proclaiming the 
Gospel to over 10,000 teens 
and young adults, and has 
been a guest on the BBC, 
EWTN, ABC and “Catholic 
Answers Live.”

Matt currently lives 
(and surfs) in Southern 
California with his wife 
and three children where 
he currently works as an 
apologist and speaker with 
Catholic Answers. Learn 

Steve Ray

more about Matt by visiting 
mattfradd.com. 

Steve Ray
Steve is a Catholic 

speaker, author, pilgrim-
age guide, and frequent 
guest  on EWTN. The 
proud fa ther  of  four, 
S t eve  l i ve s  w i th  h i s 
wife Janet in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. Learn more 
about Steve at Catholic-
Convert.com

Registration is avail-
able via the conference 
website: www.BeAMan-
conference.com. For more 
information or to volun-
teer, please call or email 
Michael Kilmer at 570-
746-0100 or mkilmer@
thekilmergroup.com.
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BISHOP BAMBERA’S SCHEDULE
March 16-19 – U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops National 
Advisory Council Committee Meeting, Baltimore
March 20 – Mass for Feast of St. Joseph, Oblates of St. Joseph 
Seminary, Pittston, 11:00 a.m.
March 25 – Mass for 65th Anniversary of Church of St. Ann, 
Williamsport, 5:30 p.m.
March 28 – Confirmation, Our Lady of the Snows Parish, 
Clarks Summit; Nativity of the BVM Parish, Tunkhannock; St. 
Mary of the Lake Parish, Lake Winola; at St. Peter’s Cathedral, 
Scranton, 7:00 p.m.
March 29 – Notre Dame School Mass, Notre Dame High 
School, East Stroudsburg, 10:00 a.m.
March 30 – Lenten Day of Reflection for Priests, Diocesan 
Pastoral Center, Scranton, 12:00 noon
April 1 – Lenten Day of Reflection for Deacons and Wives, 
Diocesan Pastoral Center, Scranton, 8:30 a.m.
April 2 – World Day for Consecrated Life Mass, St. Peter’s 
Cathedral, Scranton, 12:15 p.m.
April 3 – Confirmation, Christ the King Parish, Archbald; 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary Parish, Jermyn; at Christ the 
King Parish, Archbald, 5:00 p.m.
April 5 – Monsignor McHugh School Mass, Monsignor 
McHugh Elementary School, Cresco, 10:00 a.m.
April 9 – Palm Sunday Mass, St. Peter’s Cathedral, Scranton, 
12:15 p.m.
April 11 – Chrism Mass, St. Peter’s Cathedral, Scranton, 4:00 p.m.
April 13 – Mass of the Lord’s Supper, St. Peter’s Cathedral, 
Scranton, 5:30 p.m.
April 14 – Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion, St. Peter’s 
Cathedral, Scranton, 12:10 p.m.
April 15 – Easter Vigil Mass, St. Peter’s Cathedral, Scranton, 
8:00 p.m.
April 16 – Easter Sunday Mass, St. Peter’s Cathedral, Scranton, 
10:00 a.m.

On February 22, 2017, the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter, Bishop Bambera 
blessed the North American District Headquarters of the Priestly Fraternity of 
St. Peter at their new location in South Abington Township. Priests from both 
the Diocese of Scranton and the Fraternity attended the blessing which was 
followed by a light reception. Pictured here with Bishop Bambera is the staff of 
the Fraternity’s North American Headquarters, from left: Father Zachary Akers, 
F.S.S.P.; Father Simon Harkins, F.S.S.P.; Michele Fitzgerald; Joe Gardner; Theresa 
Pitino; Mark Giumento; Todd Drain (in back); Lisa Davis (in front); Patricia 
McGovern; Karen Cunningham; Bishop Bambera; Nancy LaRoza; Father Gerard 
Saguto, F.S.S.P.; Jerry Getz. The Fraternity recently moved from its previous 
location in Elmhurst to a smaller property and more modern building on the 
campus of Clarks Summit University.

Bishop Blesses New F.S.S.P. Headquarters

Bishop Bambera celebrated the annual Mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral 
preceding the St. Patrick Parade in Scranton.

Bishop Bambera joined students from Holy Redeemer High School for 
their Day of Service at St. Vincent de Paul Kitchen in Wilkes-Barre.
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The Vocation Office is spearheading the launch of a 
Diocesan-wide XLT (Exalt!). The event, which originated 
in the Archdiocese of Atlanta, consists of praise and wor-
ship music, a dynamic speaker, Eucharistic Adoration, the 
opportunity for the sacrament of reconciliation, and a social. 

High school students, college students, and working 
young adults have enjoyed this powerful event while at-
tending the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC), 
World Youth Day and local parishes. 

“One of the greatest parts of NCYC was XLT,” said 
Jacob Kwiatkowski, a student leader at Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross Parish, Hanover Township. “The powerful and 
moving music, amazing speaker, and the silence in the arena 
during adoration were all breath-taking. I’m so glad we are 
able to bring something we enjoyed so much in Indianapolis 
back to the Diocese of Scranton.”

Brainstorming sessions were held in February to solicit 
ideas and feedback for the three XLTs being held in the 
spring. High school students, college students, and working 

Young People Plan, Invite Their Peers to XLT (Exalt!)
Upcoming XLTs

Adoration – Speaker – Praise & Worship 
Music – Reconciliation – Social

Friday, March 24  –  High School 
Friday, April 28 – College/Young Adults

7-9 p.m. Divine Mercy Parish,
312 Davis Street, Scranton

Friday, May 19 – High School
7-9 p.m. St. John Neumann Parish,

633 Orchard Street, Scranton

Above and below: College students and working 
young adults brainstorm about the upcoming XLTs. 

High school students discuss their past XLT experiences.

young adults spent time coming up with music that speaks 
to them and helps them to live as intentional disciples, what 
topics are of interest, who the speakers should be, locations, 
and what type of socials should be held. 

“It was a great opportunity to connect with other young 
adults from throughout the Diocese of Scranton at the brain-
storming session,” said Alyssa Stencavage, a young adult from 
Saint Jude Parish, Mountain Top. “We came up with a lot of 
great ideas between all the small groups to help launch XLT.”

 “After feedback at #leaveamark16, national confer-
ences, World Youth Day, and the two brainstorming sessions 
we held, it is clear that there is much energy and enthusiasm 
around this particular event,” said Dominick Costantino, 
program coordinator for the Diocesan Vocation Office. “We 
hope the young church and all those who attend will have 
a powerful and prayerful experience.” 

The first XLT will take place on Friday, March 24 at 

Divine Mercy Parish, 312 Davis Street in Scranton from 
7-9 p.m. Praise and worship music will be led by Countless 
Wonders. The speaker for the evening will be Shannon 
Kowalski, youth minister at Saint Catherine of Siena Parish 
in Moscow. All are welcome to attend, but the speaker’s 
talk will be geared towards high school students. For more 
information, please call 570-207-1452.

The annual “Come and See” weekend 
retreat was held recently at the Villa of Our 
Lady Retreat House in Mount Pocono. The 
retreat enabled participants to pray, talk 
with seminarians and Diocesan priests, 
and listen to presentations on discernment 
and seminary life. Bishop Emeritus James 
C. Timlin joined the group for lunch and 
informal conversation.

“The ‘Come and See’ weekend retreat 
was a great experience. It helped me to get 
to know the seminarians and others who are 
discerning a vocation to Diocesan priest-
hood. One thing that really stood out to 
me was the visit from Bishop Timlin. It was 
heartwarming to hear him tell his vocation 
story and his life as a priest and Bishop. 
Towards the end of his talk, he started to 
get emotional. He showed all of us that the 
priesthood is not just a career, but a way 
of life.” 

– Christopher

“The weekend was a refreshing and 
humbling experience. Being able to talk 
to discerners from all different parts of 

the Diocese helped me to reflect on my 
own discernment and know that there are 
plenty of men in the Church of Scranton 
that are more than willing to serve the 
Church in any path that God has planned 
for them.”

– Andrew McCarroll, seminarian 

“This weekend is one of the most 
important initiatives we offer in the 
Diocesan Vocation Office. Young men 
aged 18-35 have the opportunity to re-
ally ‘retreat’ and step away from their 
busy lives to give God a chance to speak 
to their hearts in a very special way. 
Support from our seminarians, Assistant 
Vocation Directors, and other discern-
ers allows them to relax, pray, and ask 
questions that can appear frightening 
and overwhelming. The experience of 
the seminarians, who have made this 
selfless commitment to God, provides 
discerners the opportunity to clarify any 
misconceptions and enables them to stay 
open and available.”

– Father Don Williams, Diocesan 
Director of Vocations and Seminarians 

‘Come and See’ Weekend Retreat: Learning About Discerning
Father Jeffrey Walsh 
(center), Episcopal 
Vicar for Clergy, 
celebrates Mass at 
the “Come and See” 
weekend.

Seminarian Ryan 
Glenn leads a session 
and discussion on the 
‘Rich Young Man’ at 
the “Come and See” 
weekend.
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Couples Invited to Participate 
in Wedding Anniversary Celebration

On June 11, Bishop Joseph C. 
Bambera will celebrate the Wedding 
Anniversary Mass at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 
for couples celebrating their 25th or 
50th year of marriage in 2017. 

This is an occasion to recognize 
the role married couples play in the 
Church’s mission to bring God’s faith-
ful love into the world. Couples will 
have the opportunity to renew their 
marriage vows. 

A reception will follow in the 
Diocesan Pastoral Center, where 
anniversary couples will be able to have their picture taken 
with the Bishop. 

Eligible couples should give their names and an April mailing 
address to their parish office before March 13. Parish lists are 
due to the Office for Parish Life by March 20.

Twenty candidates in the Diocesan Certificate in 
Lay Ministry program took part in their annual Over-
night Retreat experience, held this year March 3-4 at 
the Villa of Our Lady Retreat House in Mount Pocono. 
Coming together to begin the Lenten season in prayer 
as a community of leaders, the retreat participants who 
gathered represented 16 parishes from all four pastoral 
regions – across 8 of the Diocese’s 11 counties.

The theme of this year’s retreat, “God of the Gath-
ering,” focused on discernment – both in one’s personal 
prayer life and in communal settings which call for atten-
tion to the movement of the Holy Spirit in planning on 
behalf of the parish. During the course of the weekend, 
members of the Office for Parish Life team led retreat-
ants in prayer experiences, individually as well as in the 
larger group, and guided candidates in discussion and 
reflective activities.

Central to the retreat design was this Scriptural verse: 
“The Spirit is given to each of us for the good of all of us.” 
(1 Cor 12:7) Participants renewed their understanding 
of the diversity of gifts bound together in the one Spirit. 
The group applied the philosophy of Sharing Wisdom, 
a consensus approach to group decision-making, to the 
real situations of their respective parishes and areas of 
ministry. 

Some of the candidates expressed these reflections 
at the close of the retreat:

Kay Price, Queen of Apostles, Avoca: “This 
retreat was inspiring! People’s professional skills 
were brought to light…food for thought for all. God 
in the Gathering!”

         ‘God of
    the Gathering’

Lay Ministry Certificate Candidates Take
Part in Annual Overnight Retreat

Judi Albury, Our Lady of Victory, Tannersville: 
“This retreat was a perfect way to start off my Lenten 
season. A moment to stop, reflect, and allow the Holy 
Spirit to re-light my ‘pilot light.’ We should do this 
more often!!!”

Elizabeth Potito, Most Holy Trinity: “I had a won-
derful time at the retreat. The information on leader-
ship techniques will be helpful, not just in parish life, 
but also in ministry, work and at home….. the talk on 
‘Praying in Color’ adds such a great new technique to 
my prayer life.”

Michele Cohen, Our Lady Queen of Peace, 
Brodheadsville: “It [was] a joy attending a retreat hosted 
by the Office for Parish Life staff! I felt immersed in a 
sacred space created for reflection on God’s presence 
and action in my life. I benefitted from the wisdom 

shared on how to be more attuned to God’s presence in 
my life and learned useful tools for personal and group 
discernment. I appreciate the opportunity for reflection, 
prayer, and praise through music with others who want 
to grow closer to God.”

Sarah Hazelton, Holy Child, Mansfield: “The Lay 
Ministry retreat was a wonderful opportunity to refuel 
and recharge, while enjoying a time of fellowship 
with the other candidates. I came away with tools 
that I can use to enrich both my parish ministry and 
my spiritual life.”

The Scranton Chapter of the 
National Association of Pastoral 
Musicians will hold a Workshop 
for Clergy and Musicians on the 
Order of Celebrating Matrimony 
on Monday, April 24, 2017 be-
ginning at 6:00PM at St. Nicho-
las Parish, 226 S. Washington St., 
Wilkes-Barre. 

The mandatory use date for 
the new Order of Celebrating Mat-
rimony has already come and 
gone, but the priests and parish 
musicians still have questions 
on this new edition and how 
music can best serve the rite. 
David Baloga, Director for Wor-
ship in the Office for Parish Life, 
will give an overview of what’s 
new and what’s not, offer musi-
cal suggestions to accommodate 
the new rite, and provide recom-

mendations for a collaborative 
approach between clergy and 
musicians in the celebration of 
Matrimony.  

The meeting begins with 
dinner at 6:00PM, followed by 
the presentation at 7:00PM, and 
concludes with Night Prayer. All 
priests, deacons, parish music di-
rectors, cantors and anyone else 
involved with the preparation 
of wedding liturgies are encour-
aged to attend. There is no cost 
for the event, but a free-will of-
fering will be taken up to help 
offset the cost of dinner. To regis-
ter, please contact David Baloga, 
NPM Scranton Chapter Program 
Director at 570-207-2213, ext. 
1158 or at David-Baloga@dio-
ceseofscranton.org by Wednes-
day, April 19, 2017.

NPM—Workshop for Clergy and Musicians 
on the Order of Celebrating Matrimony

The Diocesan Certificate in Lay Ministry process 
is designed to equip and advance the servant leadership 
capacities of individuals 
ministering in areas such as: 
Parish Pastoral Councils, 
Directors of Religious Edu-
cation and Catechists, Litur-
gical Coordinators, Parish 
Staff, as well as members of 
Volunteer Ministry teams, 
and more!

The Office for Parish 
Life invites your parish to 
learn how this ministry formation program, and other 
resources of “OPL,” can benefit and grow the leadership 
of your faith community. Contact Kitty Scanlan at the 
Office for Parish Life by telephone, 570-207-2213, or 
by email at kitty-scanlan@dioceseofscranton.org for 
more information. 
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Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
Action Alert:

 Invest in Success: Expand
EITC & OSTC Scholarships

Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and 
Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) programs have enabled 
tuition assistance for thousands of students in our Catholic schools 
through the Diocese of Scranton Scholarship Foundation. Now the 
state House of Representatives, under the leadership of Speaker of the 
House Mike Turzai (R-Allegheny), is considering House Bill 250, 
which proposes to increase the amount of tax credits available under 
the EITC program by $50 million (raising it to $175 million) and the 
OSTC program by $25 million (raising it to $75 million).

This would provide even more opportunities for students to 
go to the school that best meets their needs. The EITC and the 
OSTC programs have always achieved bipartisan support and 
have been acclaimed as two of the best educational programs 
Pennsylvania offers.

Please urge your state Representative to invest in success and 
support the expansion of the Educational Improvement Tax Credit 
(EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) programs by 
voting YES on HB 250. Go to www.pacatholic.org and see Current 
Alerts -> Invest in Success: Expand EITC & OSTC Scholarships.

Thank you for your support! 

Living Your Strengths Evening Retreat 
Thursday, March 30, 5:30-9:00PM
St. Ignatius Parish
339 N. Maple Ave., Kingston

With the coming of Spring and the promise of new life in Easter, Lent prompts us to cultivate 
life-giving practices and attitudes. One such practice is to acknowledge the goodness God has 
created in each us. Living Your Strengths is a time to reflect on our unique talents, so we can 
see the particular call God has for us in the Church and world. We can also appreciate our need 
for one another as we each fulfill a different role in the Body of Christ. This Lent, grow into the 
unique and wonderful gifts God has given you!

Presenter: Bernadette Rudolph, Director for Family and Community Development
Cost: $10 for dinner. Also you need to get a code from the book, StrengthsFinder 2.0 by 
Tom Rath. You can purchase a hard copy from Amazon –making sure it is new so you 
get an unused code—or an e-book directly from Gallup.
Please take the StrengthsFinder2.0 survey and bring the results with you March 30.
Contact Jennifer at 570-207-2213 or oplgeneral@dioceseofscranton.org to register.

 
 
 

NBT Bank recently made a $17,500 contribution to the Diocese of Scranton 
Scholarship Foundation through Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit (EITC) program. Pictured from left are Lindsay Doherty, EITC/OSTC 
Coordinator; Elizabeth Nagy, AVP, Marketing and Communications Manager for 
NBT Bank; and Jim Bebla, Diocesan Secretary for Development. This generous 
contribution will provide much needed tuition assistance to many Catholic 
School families throughout northeastern Pennsylvania. 

NBT Bank Supports Catholic Schools

NPM – A Lenten Taizé Experience
The Scranton Chapter of the National Association of Pastoral 

Musicians, combined with St. John the Evangelist Parish, Pittston, will 
offer a Lenten Taizé Experience on Tuesday, April 4, 2017 at St. John the 
Evangelist Church, 35 William St., Pittston.

The evening begins with dinner at 6:00PM and a brief overview 
of Taizé prayer. At 7:00PM, Cantores Christi Regis from King’s College, 
Wilkes-Barre, will lead participants in this form of meditative worship. 
All are welcome. A free will offering will be collected to offset the cost of 
dinner and as a donation for Cantores Christi Regis.

To register, please contact David Baloga, NPM Program Director, at 
570-207-2213, or register online at www.scrantonNPM.com.

Holy Family Parish Supports Vocations
Holy Family Parish, Sugar Notch, recently held a bake sale before 

and after weekend Masses to raise money for the St. John Vianney 
Endowment, which supports education for Diocesan seminarians and 
programs to foster vocations. A check for $600 was presented to Rev. 
Donald J. Williams, Diocesan Director of Vocations and Seminarians. 
At the check presentation are, from left: Ann Marie Columbo; Diane 
Bliss; Rev. Joseph Kakareka, pastor; Marlene Fedak; Father Williams; 
Theresa Cronauer and Stella Bobrowski. 
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Feast of St. Joseph 
–– March 20
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Cathedral Announces
Holy Week Services

The solemn observances of Holy Week, 
which recall the passion and death of Jesus 
Christ, begin on Palm Sunday, April 9. The 
Masses on Palm Sunday will include the 
blessing and distribution of palm branches, 
which play a symbolic role on this day since 
they were first used to commemorate the 
triumphant entry of Jesus Christ into the city 
of Jerusalem. The Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, 
will celebrate a Pontifical Liturgy at 12:15 
p.m. at the Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton. 
Weather permitting, this Mass will begin in 
the Cathedral Prayer Garden with a blessing 
of palms and a Gospel reading, followed by 
a procession into the Cathedral.

Palm Sunday Masses at the Cathedral 
will also be celebrated at 4 p.m. on Saturday 
and 6:30 a.m., 10 a.m., and 5 p.m. on Sunday. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins 
at 6 p.m., followed by Evening Prayer and 
Benediction at 6:30 p.m.

On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
of Holy Week, Masses at the Cathedral 
will be celebrated at 6:30 a.m., 8 a.m., and 
12:10 p.m.

Confessions will be heard Monday, 
April 10, 7:30 to 7:50 a.m., and 5:30 to 7  
p.m.; Tuesday, April 11, 7:30 to 7:50 a.m.; 
Wednesday, April 12, 7:30 to 7:50 a.m.; 
Good Friday, April 14, 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., 
and Holy Saturday, April 15, 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

Priests serving throughout the Diocese 
will gather at the Cathedral on Tuesday, 
April 11, at 4 p.m. for the Solemn Pontifical 
Chrism Mass, at which the Holy Oils used 
during the conferral of sacraments through-
out the Church year will be blessed. Bishop 
Bambera will be the principal celebrant and 
homilist. Bishop Emeritus James C. Timlin 
and Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus John M. 
Dougherty will concelebrate the Mass along 
with all priests from the Diocese.   

During this Mass, priests and deacons, 
along with lay representatives from diocesan 
parishes, acknowledge the Bishop’s role as 
the unifying symbol for Church governance 
and pastoral guidance. Priests will renew 
their ordination promises. After Mass, they 
will receive the Sacred Chrism, Oil of the 
Sick, and the Oil of Catechumens, which are 
used in the celebration of Baptism, Confir-
mation, Holy Orders, the Anointing of the 
Sick, and the Rites of the Catechumenate. 
The deacons of the Diocese will assist in the 
blessing of the holy oils.

The three most sacred days of the 
Church’s liturgical year, known as the 
Sacred Paschal Triduum, begin on Holy 
Thursday, April 13, with the evening Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper. During the Triduum 
(Latin for “three days”), the Church solemn-
ly celebrates the greatest mysteries of our 

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY DISPENSATION
During the penitential season of Lent, all Catholics are obliged to 

abstain from meat on Fridays. This ecclesiastical law helps us to commem-
orate as a community the Passion and Death of the Lord and to practice 
the self-restraint called for by this holy season. 

Nevertheless, this remains an ecclesiastical law, and thus, the Bishop is 
able to dispense from this requirement for the spiritual good of the people 
entrusted to his care.

Saint Patrick’s Day, March 17, 2017, occurs on a Friday in Lent, which 
is normally a day of abstinence for Catholics. Bishop Bambera acknowl-
edges that celebrations honoring the Apostle of Ireland contribute to the 
spiritual good of the faithful in the Diocese of Scranton, and for this reason, 
he has dispensed all Catholics belonging to the Diocese of Scranton who 
partake in special celebrations in honor of Saint Patrick on March 17, 2017, 
from the required abstinence from meat in their celebratory meals. This 
applies to celebrations in parishes, fraternal organizations and families. This 
dispensation does not apply to other celebrations of Saint Patrick which 
take place on other Fridays in Lent. All the faithful who take advantage 
of this dispensation are encouraged to perform an act of service, prayer or 
sacrifice in keeping with the character of the Lenten season.
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The Diocese of Scranton 
celebration of the 2017 World 
Day for Consecrated Life will 
be commemorated with a Pon-
tifical liturgy next month.

The annual Mass and Jubi-
lee Celebration for Women and 
Men Religious will be offered 

Consecrated Life Mass Celebration Planned for April 2
Women and Men Religious Jubilarians in Diocese To Be Honored

on Sunday, April 2, at 12:15 
p.m. at the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter in Scranton.  

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera 
will serve as principal celebrant 
for the Mass, during which 
Religious priests, brothers and 
sisters who are celebrating jubi-

lee anniversaries of ordination 
or profession of vows will be 
honored.

All women and men Re-
ligious and members of those 
various forms of Consecrated 
Life who offer service to the 
Church as members of secular 

institutes, have been invited to 
this special event.  

This year, 57 women and 
men Religious jubilarians serv-
ing in the Diocese will be 
honored.  

A reception will be held 
following the Mass. All are 

welcome to participate in this 
celebration.  

CTV: Catholic Television 
of the Diocese will broadcast 
the Mass live. 

The women and men Reli-
gious jubilarians for 2017 are 
listed below:

Women Religious

75 Years

Sister Miriam Rita Biter, RSM

Sister Marionette Coll, IHM

Sister M. Lisbeth Hartnett, IHM 

Sister M. Daniela McCarthy, IHM

70 Years

Sister Mary Carmel 
DeSantis, RSM

Sister Eleanor Desaulniers, IHM 

Sister M. Alexius Fitzgerald, IHM

Sister M. Fidelis Flannery, IHM 

Sister Aileen Mary Flynn, RSM

Sister Maureen Harrison, RSM

Sister Helen Louise 
McHale, RSM

Sister Margaretta Phillips, RSM

Sister M. Celesta Sinisi, IHM  

68 Years

Sister Theodosia 
Alishofski, OSBM

65 Years

Sister Mary Elizabeth 
Costello, IHM

Sister Geraldine Marie 
Dranginis, IHM

Sister M. Francis Xavier 
Grieb, IHM

Sister Mary Howard Krotzer, IHM

Sister M. Francis Borgia 
O’Donnell, IHM

Sister Jacquelin Servick, IHM

Sister Maria Goretti 
Timperio, IHM

Sister M. St. Mel Wright, IHM  

60 Years

Sister Regina Adams, OSBM

Sister Christina Aldarelli, IHM

Sister Elizabeth Anne 
Brandreth, RSM

Sister M. Katharine 
Brennan, RSM

Sister Lois Buckley, IHM 

Sister Maureen Dailey, IHM 

Sister Ester Marie de la Trinite, lsp

Sister Vincentia Dorsey, IHM

Sister Clare Joseph 
Farabaugh, RSM

Sister Lillain Marie Farrell, IHM 

Sister Mary Fellin, RSM 

Sister Catherine Ann 
Gilvary, IHM

Sister Mary Glennon, RSM  

Sister Ann Newell, IHM 

Sister Margaret Anne 
O’Connor, RSM

Sister Mariam Pfeifer, IHM 

Sister Marie Lourdes 
Vanston, IHM

Sister Louise Marie 
Verchick, IHM

Sister Regina Marie Wilson, IHM  

50 Years

Sister Ellen Carney, IHM 

Sister Mary Ann Cody, IHM 

Sister Mary Augustine 
du St. Esprit, lsp

Sister M. Johnice Grand, IHM

Sister Geralyn Haggerty, SCC

Sister Carlita Jones, SCC 

Sister Kathleen M. Kelly, IHM

Sister Franziska Laudascher, IHM

Sister Jean Leonard, IHM 

Sister Eleanor Mary 
Marconi, IHM

Sister Jeanne Marie 
McAuliffe, IHM

Sister Christine Milhelich, IHM

Sister Mary William Philbin, IHM

Sister Jane Snyder, IHM  

men Religious

60 Years

Reverend J. Patrick Mohr, SJ

25 Years

Reverend Patrick D. Rogers, SJ

Dallas Knights Support Seminarian

The Knights of Columbus Council in Dallas, Luzerne County, has been providing financial as-
sistance to help further the priestly vocation of Andrew McCarroll, an area seminarian studying 
for the Diocese of Scranton. Dallas Knights of Columbus are shown during a recent check pre-
sentation to the seminarian. Pictured, from left, Grand Knight Jim O’Donnell; Father Daniel 
Toomey, K of C chaplain; Mr. McCarroll; Past Grand Knight Walter Knorr; and Past Grand 
Knight Robert Lukas.

Apostleship of Prayer
Papal Intention for April 2017

Young People ––
That young people may respond generously 

to their vocations and seriously consider offering themselves 
to God in the priesthood or consecrated life.



M
A

RC
H

 1
6,

 2
01

7 
•  

TH
E 

C
AT

H
O

LI
C

 L
IG

H
T 

10

The Reginas of King’s College in Wilkes-Barre recently presented a check donation to Holy Cross 
Father Jack Ryan, president of King’s, for the Rev. Clement J. Podskoch Scholarship Fund benefit-
ting local King’s students. Proceeds from the Reginas’ annual Penny Auction are donated to support 
the scholarships. Shown, first row from left, Maria Ida Margalis, Dolores McGeehan, Father Ryan, 
Gloria Flynn and Dolores Mirro. Second row, Jean Dougherty, Ann Chaump, Eileen Eustice, Maureen 
Finnerty, Loretta Joyce and Holy Cross Father Charles Kociolek, Reginas moderator. This year’s 
Penny Auction will be held on Sunday, March 19, at 2 p.m. on the King’s campus. Admission is $2.

King’s Reginas Aids Scholarship Fund

redemption, keeping by means of special celebrations the memorial of 
the Lord, crucified, buried and risen. 

Holy Thursday marks the day on which Christ instituted the Holy 
Eucharist and the priestly Order and gave us the commandment con-
cerning fraternal charity. At the Cathedral of Saint Peter, Morning Prayer 
will be at 8 a.m. The Pontifical Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
will begin at 5:30 p.m. Bishop Bambera will be the principal celebrant 
and homilist. During the Mass, there will be the rite of the Washing of 
Feet, which re-enacts Christ’s washing of the feet of his apostles at the 
Last Supper. Following this Mass there will be the transfer of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament to the place of repose. Adoration will continue until 
9 p.m., when Night Prayer will be celebrated.

On Good Friday, April 14, and the following day (up to the Easter 
Vigil Mass), by a most ancient tradition, the Church does not celebrate 
the sacraments at all, except for Penance and Anointing of the Sick. At the 
Cathedral, Morning Prayer for Good Friday will be at 8 a.m. The Com-
memoration of the Passion and Death of the Lord celebrated by Bishop 
Bambera will begin at 12:10 p.m. This solemn liturgy consists of three parts: 
the Liturgy of the Word, the Adoration of the Cross, and Holy Communion. 
In addition, the Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 5 p.m. Good Friday 
is a day of fast and abstinence.

Holy Saturday, April 15, is the day that the Church waits at the Lord’s 
tomb in prayer, meditating on his passion and death and on his descent into 
hell, and awaiting his resurrection. Morning Prayer will be at 8 a.m. at the 
Cathedral, followed by a retreat for those preparing to be brought into full 
communion with the Catholic Church and to receive the Easter Sacraments. 
The blessing of Easter Baskets will take place at 1 p.m. in the Cathedral.

The Vigil in the Holy Night of Easter is the night of keeping vigil 
for the Lord (Exodus 12:42), in which following the Gospel admonition 
(Luke 12:35-37), the faithful, carrying lighted lamps in their hands, 
should be like those looking for the Lord when he returns, so that at 
his coming he may find them awake and have them at his table. This 
night’s vigil is the greatest and most noble of all solemnities in the 
Church. Although celebrated entirely at night, this Mass of the Vigil is 
the first Mass of the Sunday of the Resurrection, and it is the center of 
the Sacred Paschal Triduum.

Bishop Bambera will be the principal celebrant and homilist of the 
Easter Vigil Mass at the Cathedral, beginning at 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 15. This liturgy is arranged in four parts: 1) the Lucernarium (a 
service of light) and Easter Proclamation; 2) the Liturgy of the Word, in 
which the Church meditates on the wonders God has done for his people 
from the beginning, trusting in his word and promise; 3) the Liturgy of 
Baptism and Confirmation in which new members of the Church are 
reborn; and 4) the Liturgy of the Eucharist, in which the Church is called 
to the table the Lord has prepared for his people, the memorial of his 
death and resurrection until he comes again.

On the Holy Night of Easter, 190 people who have participated in the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) will become fully initiated 
Catholics by the celebration of their Baptism, Confirmation, and reception 
of the Eucharist for the first time. This will take place during Easter Vigil 
Masses celebrated in parishes throughout the Diocese. They join tens of 
thousands of other individuals throughout the world who will become 
members of the Church that night.

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord is the most joyous 
day in the Church year. This joy overflows into the 50 days of the Easter 
season, which concludes on Pentecost Sunday. On Easter Day, April 16, 
Bishop Bambera will celebrate a Pontifical Mass at 10 a.m. at the Cathe-
dral. Additional Masses during the day will be at 6:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.

Since Christ accomplished his work of human redemption and of 
the perfect glorification of God through his Paschal Mystery, in which 
by dying he has destroyed our death, and by rising restored our life, 
the Sacred Paschal Triduum shines forth as the high point of the entire 
liturgical year. Therefore the preeminence that Sunday has in the week, 
the Solemnity of Easter has in the entire year.

Holy Week at The Cathedral
Continued from Page 8

Continuing a 68-year tradition 
of inspiring prayer and meditation 
through sacred music, the Catholic 
Choral Society will present its 

Catholic Choral Society Offering Lenten Concerts
annual concerts during the season 
of Lent, which will be hosted this 
year at churches in Wilkes-Barre 
and Harford.

The first Lenten concert will 
be performed on Sunday, March 26, 
at 3 p.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 97 S. Franklin St., Wilkes-
Barre, where John Vaida serves as 
music minister and organist. 

Hosting the second concert 
in Lent on the following Sunday, 
April 3, at 3 p.m. will be the First 
Congregational Church of Harford 
UCC, 5016 Creek Road, Harford. 
Will Hagenbuch will serve as host 
pastor.

The seasonal performances 

are open to the public free of 
charge; a good-will offering will 
be accepted.

Celebrating its 68th season, 
the Catholic Choral Society is a 
60-voice ensemble representing 
Luzerne, Lackawanna, Wayne, 
Susquehanna and Wyoming 
counties, who will perform the 
inspirational music in the Lenten 
tradition.

Ann Manganiello serves 
a s  m u s i c  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 
Catholic Choral; Jean Shields 
is accompanist. 

For more information, call 
(570-575-1040) or visit: www.
catholicchoralsociety.org.

The Daily Prayer Request for 
Priests schedule for the next four 
weeks is as follows:

M a r c h  1 6 ,  M o n s i g n o r 
Alexander Kulik; March 17, 
Father Andrew Kurovsky; March 
18, Father Joseph Kutch; March 
19, Father John Lambert; March 
20, Passionist Father Francis 
Landry;  March  21 ,  Fa ther 
Vincent Langan; March 22, 
Father William Langan; March 
23, Father John Lapera; March 
24, St. Joseph Oblate Father 
Victor Leon; March 25, Father 
Albert Leonard; March 26, Jesuit 
Father John Levko; March 27, 
Father Michael Litcheck; March 

Prayer Requests for Priests
28, Holy Cross Father Joseph 
Long; March 29, Holy Cross 
Father Thomas Looney; March 30, 
Father Gregory Loughney; March 
31, Monsignor John Louis; April 
1, Pope Francis; April 2, Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI; April 
3, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera; 
April 4, Holy Cross Father Robert 
Lozinski; April 5, Father Edward 
Lyman; April 6, Monsignor Peter 
Madus; April 7, Jesuit Father Ryan 
Maher; April 8, Father Thomas 
Major; April 9, Jesuit Father 
Richard Malloy; April 10, Father 
Thomas Maloney; April 11, Father 
Joseph Manarchuck; April 12, 
Franciscan Father Pio Mandato.

St. John Bosco Parish in        
Conyngham will host a Lenten 
Parish Retreat April 1-5.

Serving as retreat presenters 
will be Franciscan Father Pio 
Mandato and Sister Theresa may 
of the Capuchin Sisters of Naza-
reth, who will provide the music 
ministry.

A noted retreat master, Father 
Mandato will preach at the April 
1-2 weekend Masses at St. John 
Bosco Church to introduce the 
retreat.

Eucharistic adoration will 
begin following the 11:30 a.m. 
Mass on Sunday, April 2. Expo-
sition of the Blessed Sacrament 
will conclude at 6 p.m. with a brief 
service of the Word and solemn 
benediction.

During April 3-5, Mass will 
be celebrated daily, with guest 
homily, at 8 a.m., and retreat pre-
sentations will be offered at 7 p.m.

A Lenten Penance Service 
will be held on Tuesday, April 4, 
with a number of priests available 
for confessions. The retreat will 
conclude with an evening Mass 
on Wednesday, April 5.

Conyngham Parish
Lenten Retreat Set
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Catholic schools of the Di-
ocese of Scranton raised nearly 
$19,000 in a #GivingTuesday 
online campaign to fund special 
projects. 

#GivingTuesday, which 
takes place the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving, is a national 
movement that celebrates and 
supports the community giving 
back to charities and non-profits.

All 20 Diocesan Catholic 
schools participated with 14 
schools meeting or exceeding 
their $1,000 goal. 

The range of  projects 
showcased the diversity of 
our schools and highlighted 
students’ various interests. 
Projects included STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math) curriculum; funding 
for music, arts, and theater 
needs; as well as technology 
upgrades.

John Anthony Farkas Jr., 
manager of Development and 
Alumni Relations for Catholic 
Schools, and Danielle Rake, 
director of enrollment and mar-
keting for Catholic Schools, 
worked together with school 
principals and staff to promote 
the project. 

Principal Jeff Lyons of 
Notre Dame Jr.- Sr. High School, 
which raised over $1,100 for 
STEM curriculum, said of his 
experience, “‘Giving Tuesday’ 
bore much fruit. This oppor-
tunity caused us to evaluate 
what items we might need but 
for which we just couldn’t find 
the funds. We had to see if the 
Notre Dame community would 
validate our choice by donating 

Diocesan Catholic Schools Reap Support Via #GivingTuesday

The Holy Cross High School choir, under the direction of music teacher Jillian Rojek, 
performs at a school Mass. Their #GivingTuesday funds will be used for new hymnals.

St. Mary of Mt. Carmel 
Elementary School students 
Katerina Morris, left, and Leah 
Otasevic use an I Pad in the 
classroom. Their #GivingTuesday 
funds will go towards 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math) 
curriculum materials.

Notre Dame Jr. -Sr. High School students James Gregory, 
Dylan Parris and Noah Wickenheiser, left to right, 
participate in a science exercise. Their #GivingTuesday 
funds will go towards STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math) curriculum materials.

to our cause. We were surprised 
and elated that a mixture of 
faculty, parents, alumni, and 
organizations contributed to 
this project. Many of our stake-
holders donated and we were 
thrilled that our goal was met. 
The opportunity turned out to be 
a resounding success and I thank 
the Diocese for their presenta-
tion, guidance, and follow-up 
for ‘Giving Tuesday.’” 

The two schools that re-
ceived the most donations for 
this project were St. Agnes 
Elementary School, Towanda, 
raising $1,785; and St. Mary of 
Mt. Carmel Elementary School, 
Dunmore, with $1,600.

Said St. Mary of Mt. Carmel 
Principal Kathy Hubert, “We 
found it very heartwarming to 

have so many people of all ages 
contribute to this initiative. 
Some were alumni and past 
students of mine. Some contri-
butions were from teachers and 
parents. From the comments that 
people wrote, it is evident that 
Catholic Education continues to 
make a lasting impact on young 
lives.”

“The Diocesan Develop-
ment and Catholic Schools 
Offices will be coordinating 
the event again for next year’s 
#GivingTuesday and are ex-
cited to see the new types of 
projects our schools identify. 
We continue to be grateful to 
all of those who supported this 
project through donations and 
helping to get the word out!”  
Mr. Farkas said.

NEW YORK (CNS) – Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of 
New York urged President Donald Trump to follow through 
on a recent call for legislation that funds school choice for 
disadvantaged youth nationwide.

Writing in a column for The Wall Street Journal March 
9, Cardinal Dolan said he hoped that the president would 
“push Congress to make scholarship tax credits available 
to working-class families.”

The cardinal called for rapid action in Congress so that 
families can benefit as soon as possible from having a choice 
on where to send their children to school.

Seventeen states already have scholarship tax credit 
programs and Cardinal Dolan said children in the remaining 

Cardinal Dolan urges passage of nationwide school choice bill
states “deserve the same opportunities.”

Under a nationwide tax credit program parents can opt 
to send their children to private schools, the cardinal wrote, 
noting that 97 percent of Catholic high school students in 
the Archdiocese of New York graduate in four years and 95 
percent attend college.

The column cited the benefits of one such program, the 
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship program, for 300 students 
who attend St. Andrew Catholic School in Orlando, Flori-
da, which Trump visited March 3 to announce his support 
for school choice. Statewide, nearly 98,000 children from 
low-income families attend parochial or private schools 
under the program.

Cardinal Dolan wrote that scholarship tax credits “help 
advance educational and economic justice. They strengthen 
society by creating opportunity for those who might not 
otherwise have it.”

He also cited a report in the Peabody Journal of Edu-
cation in 2016, which reviewed 21 studies on the effect of 
school choice on test scores of students not participating in 
such a program. The authors found that in 20 of the studies, 
the competition from private schools led to improved test 
results for students in public schools.

The column concluded that taxpayers save money un-
der school choice programs because school overcrowding 
and costs are reduced.
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The University of Scranton recently broke ground on a new $14 million 
South Side Athletics Campus that will include NCAA regulation baseball and 
softball � elds and a multipurpose � eld that meets NCAA standards for soccer, 
lacrosse  and � eld hockey, in addition  a  community  basketball court, a 
children’s play area, � eld house, bleacher seating and parking.

The  11-acre athletics campus, located along Broadway Street in 
Scranton, will be developed on property already owned by the University. 
The athletics campus  will help the University to address long-standing 
needs for  additional space for  athletics, intramural and recreational 
sports, as well as complement the region’s ongoing revitalization e� orts 
by upgrading recreational facilities at  that location and beautifying the 
neighborhood. The expected completion date for the project is this fall. 

U of S Breaks Ground on South Side Athletics Campus

The Rev. Joseph Allan 
Panuska, S.J., the lon-
gest-serving president in 
the history of The Univer-
sity of Scranton and the 
University’s fi rst President 
Emeritus, died on Feb. 28 
in Philadelphia. He was 89.

Father Panuska became 
the University’s 22nd pres-
ident on July 1, 1982, suc-
ceeding the Rev. William 
J. Byron, S.J. He served 
as Scranton’s president until 
July 1, 1998.

Affectionately known 
as “Papa Bear,” Father 
Panuska’s devotion to stu-
dents was legendary as was 
the University’s growth 
under his leadership. During 
his 16-year tenure as pres-
ident, Father Panuska is 
credited not only with a con-
struction boom that added 
15 buildings to the campus, 
but with significantly in-
creasing student applica-
tions and faculty head count.

Rev. Joseph Allan Panuska, S.J., University
of Scranton’s 22nd President, Laid to Rest

“It is well known and surely evident that Father 
Panuska built so much of the magnifi cent campus of 
the University of Scranton. Beyond what is visible, he 
was a passionate and caring leader who enhanced 
the lives of so many people who participated in the 
educational experience at this outstanding Catholic 
institution. Furthermore, he was a priest who served 
with zeal and supported the Church in the Diocese of 
Scranton and the community at large. We were blessed 
to have him in our midst for so many years.”
          – Bishop Bambera

Rev. Joseph Allan 
Panuska, S.J.

He displayed a strong 
commitment to local stu-
dents, even as he expanded 
the University’s reach and 
appeal to several states.

Francis and Elizabeth 
Redington Hall, the Universi-
ty’s fi rst suite-style residence, 
built in 1985, was Father 
Panuska’s fi rst major addi-
tion to campus. Redington 
Hall was followed quickly by 
the William J. Byron Recre-
ation Complex in 1986, and 
Gavigan Hall, then a pioneer-
ing, residential-college con-
cept, in 1989. The fi ve-story, 
70,000-square-foot Harry 
and Jeanette Weinberg Me-
morial Library followed in 
1992. In 1993, the fi rst stu-
dents entered the McDade 

Center for the Literary and 
Performing Arts, with its 
main theater modeled after 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theater.

Father Panuska also be-
came known for buying and 
renovating local churches. 
During Father Panuska’s 
tenure, the University ac-
quired three churches: the 
Episcopalian Assembly of 
God Church, which became 
Rock Hall and the home of 
Madonna della Strada Chap-
el in 1983; Immanuel Baptist 
Church, which became the 

Houlihan-McLean Center 
for the Performing Arts in 
1986; and the John Ray-
mond Memorial Universalist 
Church, which was used for 
classes in fi ne arts and later 
housed Facilities Operations 
and became Smurfi t Hall in 
1987.

Campion Hall, the Je-
suit residence, was fi nished 
in 1987 and paid for by 
the Jesuits. In addition to 
six new student residenc-
es, two classroom build-
ings, Kathryn and Bernard 
Hyland Hall, which opened 
in 1988, and McGurrin Hall, 
which opened in 1998 were 
added to campus.

In recognition of his 
service, the Board of Trust-

ees renamed one of the 
University’s colleges in his 
honor — the J.A. Panuska, 
S.J., College of Professional 
Studies.

Father Panuska’s ten-
ure was marked not only 
by buildings and symbols 
that remain to this day but 
academic improvements 
that paid off in the form of 
Fulbright Scholarships and 
other prestigious opportuni-
ties for students. Admissions 
applications continued to 
rise, as did average Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test scores of 
incoming students, and U.S. 
News & World Report rec-
ognized the school among 
the nation’s best universi-
ties. Many other accolades 
and rankings followed.

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y ’s 
endowment and annu-
al giving also increased 
dramatically during Fa-
ther Panuska’s tenure.
Father Panuska’s presidency 
ended at the close of the 
1997-98 academic year. 

After Scranton, the sev-
en-state Maryland Province 
of the Society of Jesus as-
signed him to become rector 
of its Jesuit Center, or moth-
er house, in Wernersville.
In 2004, Father Panuska re-
turned to The University of 
Scranton’s Campus Ministries 
Office, devoting particular 
attention to providing spiritual 
direction and programming 
for University staff.

Father Panuska taught 
biology at Georgetown Uni-
versity for 10 years and 
also served as rector of the 
Jesuit Community there. Af-
ter Georgetown, he served as 
Provincial of the seven-state 
Maryland Province of the Je-
suits. He served as academic 
vice president and dean of 
faculties at Boston College 
in Chestnut Hill, Massachu-
setts, prior to becoming the 
University’s 22nd president 
on July 1, 1982.

A Funeral Mass for Fa-
ther Panuska was celebrated 
on March 3 at St. Matthias 
Church in Bala Cynwyd. 
Interment was in the Jesuit 
Cemetery, Wernersville.

60th Dunmore HNS Breakfast Honors Coach

The Holy Name Society of SS. Anthony and Rocco Parish in Dunmore recently 
held its 60th annual Communion Breakfast at La Buona Vita banquet hall 
in the borough. The event began with the 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Anthony of 
Padua Church, celebrated by Father David Cappelloni, pastor. Serving as 
principal speaker for the breakfast program was John Marichak, superin-
tendent of the Dunmore School District, and Attorney Bruce Coyer was the 
toastmaster. During the program, Jack Henzes, the longtime head football 
coach at Dunmore High School, was presented with the society’s Pio Ferrario 
Christian Witness Award. Holy Name Society President Paris Alunni offered 
opening remarks. Pictured are the HNS breakfast principals and offi cers. 
Seated from left, Mr. Marichak, Coach Henzes and Attorney Coyer. Standing, 
same order, Dennis Lalley, event co-chairman; Father Cappelloni, Mr. Alunni 
and Attorney Bob McCormack.
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2017 BUS TOURS

June 2-12 
$1099PP                                                                                                                                                      
Bus, Hotels, 
18-meals & 
All Touring

3-Day 1000 Islands-NY Tour

‘Gorzkie Zale’ Polish Lenten Service March 26
The parish community of Ex-

altation of the Holy Cross Church, 
420 Main Road, Buttonwood sec-
tion of Hanover Township, invites 
all faithful to participate in a Polish 
Lenten service on Sunday, March 
26, the Fourth Sunday of Lent.

The “Gorzkie Zale” (Bitter 
Lamentations), a moving Lenten 
service over 300 years old, will be 
offered in the church, beginning at 
3 p.m. The devotion will conclude 
with benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament.

The service, which recounts 
the Passion of Jesus –– from his 
arrest in the Garden of Gethse-

mane to his redeeming death on 
the cross –– will be conducted 
by the following Scranton Dioc-
esan priests: Father John Albosta,               
Father James McGahagan and 
Father Richard Zavacki.

Musical accompaniment will 
be provided by Dominick Cos-
tantino Jr., the music ministry 
of Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 
and singers from throughout the 
Diocese.

Incorporating prose and verse, 
chant and reading, prayer and med-
itation, the inspirational devotion 
reflects on the mystery of Christian 
redemption. 

The Lamentations highlight 
the emotional nature of Polish 
spirituality, inviting all to share 
in the Lord’s Passion as seen 
through the eyes of his mother 
Mary.

The devotional service can 
be experienced by all through 
the use of bilingual booklets, 
with both Polish and English 
lyrics. A light social will follow 
the devotion.

Anyone wishing to partici-
pate in the choir may contact Mr. 
Costantino at (570-706-6951). 
For more information, call (570-
823-6242).

SCRANTON — Eastern 
Catholic Churches in the Scranton 
area will sponsor their annual 
Lenten Mission during the week 
of March 20-24.

Theme for the mission expe-
rience is: “Thou Shalt Keep Holy 
the Sabbath Day: The Meaning & 
Practice of the Lord’s Day.”

Serving as guest preacher 
for each of the evening ser-
vices will be Father Christo-
pher Manuele.

The nightly mission begins 

Eastern Catholic Churches to Offer Lenten Mission
with Confessions being heard at 
6 p.m., followed by the Lenten 
service at 6:30 p.m. and speak-
er’s presentation at 7 p.m. Light 
refreshments and opportunity for 
discussion will conclude the eve-
ning gatherings.

Mission schedule at the host-
ing Eastern Catholic churches is 
as follows:

Monday, March 20 — St. 
Joseph Melkite Church, 130 St. 
Frances Cabrini Ave., Scranton; 
Tuesday, March 21 — St. Mary 

Church, 700 Oak St., Taylor; 
Wednesday, March 22 — St. John 
the Baptist Church, 310 Broad-
way, Scranton; Thursday, March 
23 — St. Joseph Melkite Church, 
130 St. Frances Cabrini Ave., 
Scranton; and Friday, March 24 
— St. Mary Church, 310 Mifflin 
Ave., Scranton.

All faithful are invited to 
attend the five-night mission 
retreat. For more information, 
contact St. Joseph Parish at (570-
343-6092).

‘Road to Resurrection’ 
Series in Pittston Area

PITTSTON — The Greater Pittston Cath-
olic parishes’ longtime tradition of hosting 
the “Road to Resurrection” spirituality  series 
during the season of Lent is underway.

The annual Lenten journey of faith and 
prayer will continue during the Wednesdays 
of Lent. All Masses are celebrated at 7 p.m. at 
the hosting parishes.

The remainder of the weekly series schedule 
is as follows:

March 22 — Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, 
Dupont; Father Thomas Petro, homilist; March 
29 — St. Monica Parish, West Wyoming; Holy 
Cross Father Chase Pepper, homilist; and April 
5 — St. John the Evangelist Parish, Pittston;         
Father Joseph Mosley, homilist.

All faithful are welcome to participate.
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The Diocese of Scranton is committed to educating our students 
in an environment that is academically excellent and facilitates the 
development of moral judgment and Christian decision-making. We 
are proud to share the following successes of our students in the 
classroom and in their service to others. Each day, our schools are 
fulfilling their mission of preparing today’s youth and young adults 
to become tomorrow’s faith-filled leaders.

Bishop Joseph Bambera recently celebrated Mass at three Diocesan Schools — St. Nicholas/St. Mary School in Wilkes-Barre, St. Jude School in Mountain Top, and Holy 
Cross High School in Dunmore. During his time with the students, the Bishop reminded them of God’s love for them and all of humankind and how He wishes for everyone 
to help build his Kingdom by loving one another as He loves us. 

St. Nicholas/St. Mary School in Wilkes-Barre St. Nicholas/St. Mary School in Wilkes-Barre

Holy Cross High School in Dunmore Holy Cross High School in Dunmore

St. Jude School in Mountain Top St. Jude School in Mountain Top
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Jack Orr, Jade Pilarcik, and Cameron Calogero, 1st grade students at 
Holy Rosary School in Duryea, are all smiles as they enjoy their 
favorite Dr. Seuss books, during the school’s “Read Across America” 
celebration.

The Pre-Kindergarten students at St. Agnes School in Towanda visited the Guthrie Towanda Personal Care Home on Dr. Seuss’ birthday so they made very special hats to 
show the residents.

Meredith Baker, Keira Lalli, Maria Terescavage, Gavin Turel, Lucy Bergman and Nicolle 
Carvallho, 1st grade students at St. Mary of Mount Carmel School in Dunmore, celebrate Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday and the annual “Read Across America” event by wearing their pajamas to school 
and eating green eggs and ham with their principal, Mrs. Kathy Hubert. 

Deacon-candidate and School Guidance Counselor John Musyt 
distributes ashes to freshman Christopher Persaud during the 
Ash Wednesday Liturgy at Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School in 
East Stroudsburg.

Father Brian Van Fossen, pastor of St. Joseph the Worker Parish, visits with Pre-K-3 students at St. John 
Neumann Elementary School in Williamsport during a special Shrove Tuesday celebration. In preparation 
for Lent, the students dressed in their pajamas and made donuts on Fat Tuesday.
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Students from the 3rd grade at Our Lady of Peace School in Clarks Green recently visited the Jewish Home of Eastern 
PA to perform songs as well as present handmade lap robes to the 2nd floor residents.

The students and faculty at All Saints Academy in Scranton celebrate “Read Across America” with guest reader Casey DeSmith, goaltender of the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins.

Father Joseph Sibilano, O.S.J., rector of the Oblates 
of St. Joseph Seminary in Pittston, gives ashes to 
Ethan Matechak, a 1st grade student at Wyoming 
Area Catholic School in Exeter, during the 
school’s liturgy at St. Cecilia Church.

The 6th grade class at St. Clare/St. Paul School in Scranton is studying the 
Almanac in Library with Sister Rosella. Pictured are the “Almaniacs”: Patrick 
Conway, Cecelia Kennedy, Brian Walsh, Liza Giannone and Bianca Talarico.

All the teachers at Notre Dame Elementary School in East Stroudsburg were lucky 
recipients of The Cellular Connections’ (TCC) “Teachers Rock Giveaway,” where TCC, in 
partnership with Verizon Wireless, donates supplies to be used in the classroom. Some of the 
Montessori Pre-Kindergarten students pose with a sample of the supplies, including glue, 
pencils, pens, markers, erasers, paper, tissue boxes and more.
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Wilkes-Barre • Scranton  
Williamsport • Jersey Shore 

House calls are back.
Long-term care planning. Let the experts come to you.

paelderlaw.com • 1-800-401-4552

�

Wednesday, April 26

Thursday, April 27

2017

&

ST. LUCY’S CHURCH
949 Scranton Street
Scranton, PA 18504

(570) 347-9421

www.stlucy-church.org

DENISE PRISLUPSKI, Au.D.
Audiology & Hearing Centers of NEPA, LLC
Scranton 570-343-7710
Peckville 570-383-0500
Wilkes-Barre 570-822-6122

Medical or Graduate School: PA College of
Optometry-School of Audiology
Accepted Insurance: Most Insurances Accepted

Member of the American Academy of Audiology
and the Academy of Doctors of Audiology

PA State Licensed Audiologist
Consulting provided at Scranton School for the
Deaf & Hard of Hearing Children, Allied Services
and most Nursing Homes.

Hear the difference....
     ...call for an appointment!
Most Insurances Accepted

Divine Mercy Sunday Devotion April 23 at Laflin Parish
PITTSTON — The 11th an-

nual celebration of Divine Mercy 
Sunday in the Greater Pittston area 
will be hosted by St. Maria Goretti 
Parish in Laflin.

The 2017 Divine Mercy Sun-
day celebration will be held on the 
Second Sunday of Easter, April 23, 
in St. Maria Goretti Church, Laflin 
Road, Laflin.

Principal  celebrant  and 
homilist for the Divine Mercy 
feast day devotion will be Father 
Thomas Petro, pastor of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Parish in Dupont.

Concelebrating the Divine 
Mercy liturgy will be Father Dan-
iel Toomey, pastor of the parishes 
of Gate of Heaven, Dallas, and Our 
Lady of Victory, Harveys Lake; 
and Father Anthony Urban,

 The devotional service will 
begin at 1 p.m. with the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, recitation of the 
Rosary led by the Legion of Mary, 
and remarks offered by Cathy 
Mack, feast day coordinator and 

cenacle leader of the Eucharistic 
Apostles of Divine Mercy. 

Veneration and blessing of 
the Divine Mercy image and cel-
ebration of the Sunday Mass will 
follow at 2 p.m.

At 3 p.m., the “Hour of Mercy” 
opens with exposition of the Bless-

ed Sacrament and recitation of the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy in song.  
Benediction and blessing with the 
first-class relic of St. Faustina will 
conclude the day’s devotion.

All faithful are welcome to 
participate.

Our Lady of Snows,
Clarks Summit,

Divine Mercy Celebration

Our Lady of the Snows Parish 
in Clarks Summit will host feast 
day devotions for Divine Mercy 
Sunday on April 23 from 3 to 4 
p.m. at Our Lady of the Snows 
Church, located at 301 South State 
St., Clarks Summit.

Presided over by Monsignor 
Joseph Quinn, host pastor, who 
will serve as celebrant and homlist, 
the Divine Mercy celebration will 
include singing of the Divine Mer-
cy Chaplet, Eucharistic adoration, 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
benediction.

Bishop to Preside at Oblates’ St. Joseph 
Feast Day Celebration on March 20

PITTSTON — Bishop         
Joseph C. Bambera will serve as 
principal celebrant and homilist 
for the feast day celebration of St. 
Joseph, Patron of the Universal 
Church, on Monday, March 20, 
at St. Joseph’s Oblate Seminary 
in Laflin.

The Solemn Mass commem-
orating the feast will culminate 
the annual Solemn Novena to St. 
Joseph currently being hosted by 
the Oblates of St. Joseph religious 
congregation based in Pittston.

Begun on March 10, the 
Oblates’ nine-day Novena hon-
oring their patron saint will 
continue through Sunday, March 
19, the traditional feast day of 
St. Joseph, which this year was 
transferred to March 20 since 
the solemnity fell on the Third 
Sunday of Lent.

During the Novena offered at 
the Oblates of St. Joseph Seminary 
Chapel, located on Route 315, 
Laflin, Masses are celebrated daily 
at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m., followed by 
Novena prayers and individual 
blessing with the first-class relic 
of St. Joseph Marello, founder of 
the OSJ religious order.

Each Novena liturgy is pre-
ceded by an opportunity for Con-
fessions and recitation of the Holy 
Rosary.

Bishop Bambera will preside 
at the St. Joseph feast day Mass on 
March 20 at 11 a.m. Concelebrants 
for the liturgy will include Oblate 
priests and invited clergy of the 
Diocese. At the conclusion of the 
Mass, special St. Joseph book-
marks will be blessed and distrib-
uted to the faithful in attendance

A second Mass celebrating the 
feast of St. Joseph will offered later 
in the day at the seminary chapel 
at 7 p.m. All are welcome to par-
ticipate in the St. Joseph Novena 
and feast day celebrations.

For more information, contact 

the OSJ seminary office at (570-
654-7542).

Bishop Bambera
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FAMILY MUSIC CENTERS

    Skilled Nursing

    Nursing Aides

    Social Work 

   Pastoral Care

    Registered Dietary

    Physical Therapy

    Occupational Therapy

    Speech Therapy

Home Health, Hospice and
Outpatient Therapy

Training Provided in:

CPR, First Aid and AED

Outpatient Therapy in

 Two Locations:

Sybertsville and The Laurels, Hazletoninfo@maylathhealth.com   email

Home Health, Hospice and
Outpatient Therapy “40 Days for Life” Pro-

Life Gathering — MARCH 
16-APRIL 7, offered for the special 
intention of ending abortion; Rosa-
ry is prayed each weekday, Monday 
thru Friday, at 9 a.m. in front of the 
offices of Planned Parenthood, 63 
N. Franklin St., Wilkes-Barre. Pro-
life campaign draws attention to 
the evil of abortion through prayer 
& fasting, constant vigil, and com-

Mark Your Calendar –– Around the Diocese

Spiritual Offerings
munity outreach. For more informa-
tion, visit: www.40daysforlife.com.

Friday  Holy  Hour for 
Vocations — MARCH 17, hosted 
by the Little Sisters of the Poor 
at Holy Family Residence, 2500 
Adams Ave., Scranton; weekly 
devotion held every Friday at 4:30 
p.m. in the Residence chapel. Holy 
Hour includes recitation of the 
Rosary, evening prayer (vespers) 
and benediction. All faithful are 
welcome.

Cathedral Sacred Concert 
Series: “Credo” — MARCH 18, 
hosted by the Cathedral of St. Peter 
in Scranton, featuring the Lyric 
Consort; performance begins at 
8 p.m. Program of wide-ranging 
spiritual hymns combined with 
traditional and modern prayers 
and creeds for Lenten meditation. 
Admission is free of charge; free-
will offering will be taken.

Monthly  Af ternoon of 
Recollection for Women — 
MARCH 18, hosted on the third 
Saturday of the month by St. 
Joseph Melkite Greek-Catholic 
Church, 130 North St. Frances 
Cabrini Ave., Scranton; afternoon 
of reflection and discussion of 

topics of interest and Scripture 
begins at 2:30 p.m. in the church. 
Recollection concludes at 3:45 
p.m. in the church hall with 
refreshments and chapter review of 
the book “Three Steps to Sanctity” 
by Father Albert Shamon. Guest 
presiding priest for March: 
Franciscan Father Pio Mandato, 
well-known retreat master who 
ministers from his hermitage 
in Laceyville. All women are 
welcome. For more information, 
contact the rectory office at (570-
343-6092) or melkite.scranton@
gmail.com.

Eucharistic Adoration – 
MARCH 20, hosted by the Youth 
Ministry of Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross Parish, 420 Main Road, 
Buttonwood, Hanover Township; 
held from 6 to 7 p.m. Praise and 
Worship music will start at 6:30 
p.m.; coffee social follows in the 
church hall. For more information, 
call (570-706-6951).

Weekly  Novena  to  S t . 
Anthony of Padua — MARCH 
21-JUNE 13, hosted by Our Lady 
of Hope Parish, 40 Park Ave., 
Wilkes-Barre; St. Anthony Novena 

Continued on Page 19
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devotion offered on 13 consecutive 
Tuesday evenings, beginning each 
week at 5:30 p.m. in the parish 
church. Novena theme: “The Life 
& Legacy of St. Junipero Serra, 
Patron Saint of Vocations: Ever 
Forward, Never Back.” All faithful 
are welcome to attend; for more 
information, call (570-824-7832).

Icon Workshop Retreat: 
“The Mother of God — Undoer 
of Knots” — MARCH 23-26, 
offered during the season of  Lent 
at Holy Dormition Monastery 
in Sybertsville (near Hazleton); 
workshop retreat will be direct-
ed by well-known iconographer 
Peter Pearson, who will lead 
participants in creating the fea-
tured icon through a centuries-old 
process. No previous experience is 
required. For more information, 
contact Father Jerome, OFM, at 
Holy Dormition Monastery (570-
788-1212).

Autism and Disabilities 
Awareness Mass — APRIL 2, 
hosted by St. John the Apos-
tle Parish in East Stroudsburg; 
celebrated at 3 p.m. in St. John 
Church, 5171 Milford Road, East 
Stroudsburg. Principal celebrant: 
Father Gregory Reichlen, host 
pastor. Refreshments will follow; 
all faithful are welcome.

Monday Night Worship — 
APRIL 3, hosted by St. Faustina 
Parish in Nanticoke; monthly 
devotion held on Monday nights 
at 7 p.m. at the parish worship 
site of Holy Trinity Church, 520 
South Hanover St., Nanticoke. 
All faithful are welcome to join 
together for a Holy Hour of praise 
and worship music. For more in-
formation, contact Paul Walters at 
(570-332-2963).

Padre Pio Prayer Ministry — 
APRIL 5, hosted by St. Faustina 
Parish in Nanticoke; begins with 
celebration of Mass at 6 p.m. in the 
parish’s Holy Trinity Church, 520 
South Hanover St., Nanticoke, fol-
lowed by exposition of the Blessed 

Continued from Page 18 Sacrament, intercessory prayers 
to St. Padre Pio, recitation of the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, and bene-
diction. All faithful are welcome.

Evening of Prayer with the 
Sisters of IHM — APRIL 5, spon-
sored by the Congregation of the 
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary; monthly prayer 
service held on Wednesday at 6:30 
p.m. in the IHM Center Chapel, 
2300 Adams Ave., Scranton (top of 
University Ave., beyond Marywood 
University). All faithful are wel-
come. For more information, call 
(570-346-5404).

Passion Play 2017: “Angels 
in Portraits of the Passion” — 
APRIL 7, presented by St. John 
the Baptist Parish in Larksville; 
performance begins at 7:30 p.m. 
in St. John the Baptist Church, 126 
Nesbitt St., Larksville. Dramatic 
presentation tells of an art exhibit 
and a meditative journey of Angels 
in Jesus’ Passion threatened by two 
thieves. Original script written and 
directed by Father Gerald Gurka, 
host pastor. All are welcome; 
refreshments and fellowship fol-
low in the church hall. For more 
information, call (570-779-9620).

First Friday Eucharistic 
Adoration — APRIL 7, hosted 
at St. Joseph Church, 1625 North 
Main Ave., Scranton; continuous 
exposition and adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament from Friday 
at 4:30 p.m. until Saturday at 
4:30 p.m. Begins with First Fri-
day Holy Hour from 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m., followed by Evening Prayer 
and benediction. All faithful are 
welcome. For more information, 
call (570-343-0634).

Spiritual Support Group: 
Scranton Mental Health Ministry 
— APRIL 8 & 22, hosted by the 
Cathedral of St. Peter in Scranton; 
providing a safe, supportive space 
for individuals who are experienc-
ing mental illness. Group meets at 
10 a.m. on the second and fourth 
Saturdays of the month in the Bish-
ops Hall at the Cathedral Rectory, 
315 Wyoming Ave. Meetings will 

be approximately 90 minutes; 
refreshments provided. Partici-
pating Scranton parishes include 
St. Peter’s; Mary, Mother of God; 
and Immaculate Conception. 
For more information, contact 
Deacon Ed Shoener (Cathedral), 
(570-344-7231); Deacon Jan Mroz 
(Mary, Mother of God), (570-342-
4881); or Deacon Pat McDonald 
(Immaculate Conception), (570-
961-5211).

Friday Pro-Life Rosary Vigil 
–– APRIL 21, sponsored by the 
Catholics Defending Life Prayer 
& Awareness Team; group re-
sumes weekly gatherings every 
Friday (except on First Fridays) 
from 1 to 1:30 p.m. at the Pro-
Life Monument located next to 
St. Peter’s Cathedral in Scranton 
(300 block of Wyoming Ave.). 
Recitation of the Rosary offered, 
along with pro-life meditations, 
Divine Mercy Chaplet and other 
prayer devotions for the respect 
and dignity of all human life from 
conception to natural death. Pro-
life signs are welcome.
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Continued on Page 21

FOR RESERVATIONS & INFORMATION CALL:

Att: John Madden, C.T.C., 435 Green Ridge Street, Scranton PA 18508

(570) 342-5790 • (570) 288-9311  TOLL FREE  1-800-828-6029

Msgr. David L. Tressler
Superintendent of
Catholic Schools

 7-NIGHT GREEK ISLANDS CRUISE Plus VENICE, ITALY
AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 9, 2017
Enjoy this 7-Night Greek 
Islands Cruise & Overnight 
Stay in Venice
Sail aboard Royal Caribbean’s

RHAPSODY OF THE SEAS
From $2,795per person/double occ. 

$3,495per person/double occ. 

10-DAY HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE
OCTOBER 16-26, 2017

Rev. Michael Finn
St. Barbara’s, Exeter

Visit: Jerusalem –Tiberias
Galilee – Bethlehem
Dead Sea – Tel Aviv 

Mark Your Calendar –– Around the Diocese

Parish & Regional Happenings
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner — 

MARCH 17, sponsored by the 
IHM Friends of the Poor for all area 
adults and senior citizens; begins 
at 6 p.m. at St. Mary’s Center, 320 
Mifflin Ave., Scranton (doors open 
at 5 p.m.). Dinner offered free of 
charge.

L e n t e n  F o o d  S a l e  — 
MARCH 17–APRIL 7, spon-
sored by the Knights of Columbus 
Carbondale Council 329; held every 
Friday during Lent (except Good 
Friday) at St. Rose Family Center 
in Carbondale. Meatless food items 
for sale include homemade cabbage 
& noodles and Manhattan clam 
chowder. Cost: quart containers, 
$6 each; pint containers, $3. Sale 
is take-out only.

Lenten Weekend Food Sale 
— MARCH 18-APRIL 9, spon-
sored by SS. Peter & Paul Parish, 

1309 W. Locust St., west Scranton; 
pierogi and clam chowder sold 
throughout Lent before and after 
all weekend Masses (Saturday, 4 
p.m. & Sunday, 11 a.m.). Cost: 
pierogi, $7 per dozen; clam chow-
der, $7 per quart. To place orders, 
call the rectory office at (570-343-
7015). Bake sale will be held at 
Masses during Palm Sunday week-
end, April 8 & 9; basket raffle will 
be held on Palm Sunday following 
the 11 a.m. Mass.

Spring Chicken Dinner — 
MARCH 19, sponsored by Queen 
of the Apostles Parish in Avoca; 
serving from 12 noon to 4 p.m. in 
the parish hall (former St. Mary’s 
School auditorium), 742 Spring St., 
Avoca. Event will also feature cash 
and theme basket raffles. Dinner 
includes half chicken, mashed po-
tatoes/gravy, vegetable, cole slaw, 
dinner rolls, homemade dessert and 
beverages; take-out orders available 
from 11 a.m. Dinner cost: adults, 
$12; children (age 12 & under), $8. 
Advance tickets may be purchased 
by contacting the parish office 
(570-457-3412). Tickets will also 
be available at the door.

University of Scranton 
Performance Music Series: In 
Recital — MARCH 24, featuring 
David Whitwell, bass trombone, 
and Carl Bolleia, organ, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m.; concert events are 
held in the University’s Houlihan-
McLean Center on campus, corner 
of Mulberry St. & Jefferson Ave. 
Performances are open to the 
public free of charge.

Take-Out Pasta Dinner — 
MARCH 28, sponsored by Mary, 
Mother of God Parish in north 
Scranton; dinner orders are take-
out only, held from 4 to 7 p.m. at 
Natale’s Restaurant, 1016 Tripp 
Place, Scranton. Dinner includes 
pasta, salad, bread and dessert. 
Cost: adults, $10; children (un-
der age 10), $5. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance at the parish 
rectory or following weekend 
Masses. For more information, 
contact the parish office at (570-
342-4881).

Presentation on Autism — 
MARCH 28, sponsored by the 
Autism Center at Misericordia 
University, Dallas, in collabora-
tion with Geisinger Health Sys-
tem; presentation will be hosted 
by Misericordia at 7 p.m. at the 
Lemmond Theater in Walsh Hall 
on campus. Guest presenters: 
Jon Donvan and Carin Zucker, 
journalists and autism experts 
who co-authored the critically 
acclaimed and bestselling book, 
“In a Different Key: The Story of 
Autism.” Presentation is open to 
the public free of charge; reserva-
tions are required due to limited 
seating. To reserve tickets, call 
Misericordia at (570-674-6719).

70th Annual Authentic Italian 
Spaghetti Dinner — MARCH 29,  
hosted by St. Luke Church, 120 
Kendall Ave., Jersey Shore; all-you-
can-eat spaghetti supper served for 
lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
dinner from 4 to 7 p.m. Take-out 
orders available all day. Includes 
homemade meatballs, tossed salad, 
Italian bread, dessert and beverage. 
Cost: adults, $9 (in advance) or 
$9.50 (at door); children (ages 6 to 
12), $3.50. For advance tickets, call 
(570-398-0352 or 570-745-3301) or 
the parish office.

University of Scranton 
Performance Music Series: In 
Concert — APRIL 1, featuring 
the University of Scranton Jazz 
Ensemble, beginning at 7:30 p.m.; 
concert events are held in the 
University’s Houlihan-McLean 
Center on campus, corner of 
Mulberry St. & Jefferson Ave. 
Performances are open to the 
public free of charge.

“Soup for the Souls” Soup 
Sale — APRIL 6, sponsored by 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross Par-
ish, 420 Main Road, Buttonwood 
section of Hanover Township; held 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Featured 
soup of the month: “piggie” soup. 
Cost: $8 each; pre-orders request-
ed. For more information, call 
(570-825-6370 or 570-899-5080).

Celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday
With St. Lucy’s Parish, West Side

APRIL 23, 2017
AT

St. Lucy’s Church
949 Scranton St., Scranton Pa.

Rev. Sam J. Ferretti, Pastor
Rev. Alvaro de Oliveira Joaquim, O.S.J.

Deacon Carmine Mendicino
Divine Mercy Sunday Coordinator

Refreshments will be available (even for diabetics) • Handicap Accessible with parking 
around ramp • Parking also available in front and back lots adjacent to the Church
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Who makes house calls?
As of October 2015, I will now meet clients either at their home, or at a
location they choose and no longer require clients to meet at my of�ce.
I have decided that I would change the way I meet with people so it will
be as easy and as convenient as possible for the client.
Based on my practice, which consists of estate planning and
administration along with elder law, I �nd that clients are more
comfortable discussing such matters in familiar surroundings.
While I know this may seem unconventional to some, I believe
I will be able to servr e clients much better in this fashion.
If anyone is uncomfortable with home visits, I have a few locations
where I can meet in an of�ce setting. I look forward to meeting with my
existing clients and especially meeting new clients that are looking for
any assistance in estate or elder law matters.

(570) 901-1254
www.bendicklaw.com

Located in Shavertown
(Covering Luzerne, Lackawanna,

& Wyoming Counties)

Michael
J. Bendick

Attorney At Law

• Guardianships
• Asset Protection Planning
• Medicaid Application Assistance

Settle all estate matters and distribute inheritances.

Utilize all discounts and proper deductions.
Meet all requirements and deadlines.

• Powers of Attorney • Living Wills • Wills
• Trusts Guardianships • Asset Protection Planning
• Medicaid Application Assistance

• Powers of Attorney • Living Wills
• Wills • Trusts Guardianships

Assisted Living
Skilled Nursing & Short Term Rehab
570-842-5274 • 570-842-7621

www.StMarysVilla.com

e were at mother’s house all the time, and yet she would con
inue to call, asking why we didn’t visit. It wasn’t until mothe
ent to live at St. Mary’s Villa Assisted Living that I under stood

e were with her often, but to my mother it was never a visit.W
id her laundry, prepared her meals, managed her medication
nd planned doctors’ appointments-but we never just visited
ow we can, and I haven’t seen my mother as happy in a lon

ime.

• Chapel • Ice Cream Parlor • Salon • Movie Theater • Courtyard
• Fitness Room • Outdoor Garden • Library • Private Lounges

Mark Your Calendar –– Around the Diocese

Parish & Regional Happenings

PITTSTON — The longtime 
pastor of a Pittston Catholic par-
ish who is celebrating his 50th 
anniversary of ordination this year 
will be the featured speaker at the 
annual men’s Lenten gathering at 
nearby St. Joseph Marello Parish 
next month.

The Holy Name Society of St. 
Joseph Marello’s announces Mon-
signor John Bendik will deliver 
the keynote address for the parish 
men’s event on Sunday, April 2, at 
6 p.m. at the Mount Carmel Center, 
William St., Pittston.

Monsignor Bendik has been 
serving as pastor of St. John the 
Evangelist Parish, located at the 
lower end of William St. in the 
city, since 1996. 

A Kingston native son, he 
was ordained to the priesthood 
for the Diocese of Scranton on 
May 27, 1967, by Bishop J. Car-
roll McCormick, late bishop of 
Scranton.

Pittston Parish Men Lenten Gathering
Serving as toastmaster for 

the Holy Name Society men’s 
social will be Peter J. Adonizio of 

Adonizio Fu-
neral Home, 
Pittston. Mu-
sical entertain-
ment will be 
provided by 
Danny Argo 
and Frankie G 
(Frank Galoar-
di).

St. Joseph 
Marello HNS 

President Joe McCulloch invites 
men of all ages from the parish and 
surrounding area to the annual af-
fair of fraternal fellowship, which 
includes refreshments, dinner and 
program.

Early reservations are encour-
aged. Tickets may be obtained by 
contacting the parish rectory office 
or Jim Murphy, event chairman, at 
(570-654-4929).

Msgr. John
Bendik

Free Community Luncheon 
— APRIL 8, sponsored by Holy 
Rosary Parish in Hazleton; lunch 
will be served from 11 a.m. to 
12 noon in the parish hall at 240 
S. Poplar St., Hazleton. Meal is 
offered to the community free of 
charge. All are welcome.

Free Community Pancake 
Breakfast — APRIL 8, spon-
sored by Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Parish, Route 209, Gilbert 
(Brodheadsville), and served to 
those in need in portions of Lehigh, 
Northampton, Carbon and Monroe 
counties; breakfast is provided 
free of charge from 8 to 10 a.m. in 
the church’s McCawley Hall. For 
more information, call the parish 
office at (610-681-6137).

University of Scranton 
Performance Music Series: In 
Concert — APRIL 9, featuring 
a joint concert performance by 
the Manhattan School of Music 
Brass Orchestra and the University 
of Scranton Singers, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m.; concert events are 
held in the University’s Houlihan-
McLean Center on campus, corner 

of Mulberry St. & Jefferson Ave. 
Performances are open to the 
public free of charge.

Free Community Sunday 
Suppers — APRIL 9 & 23, spon-
sored by Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Parish, Route 209, Gilbert 
(Brodheadsville), and served to 
those in need in the West End, 
Kunkletown, Kresgeville and 
Blakeslee areas; meal is provided 
free of charge from 3 to 4 p.m. in 
the church’s McCawley Hall. For 
more information, call the parish 
office at (610-681-6137).

In Concert: Brass Quintet 
— APRIL 18, featuring the award-
winning Canadian Brass; hosted 
by Misericordia University in 
Dallas. Concert begins at 7:30 
p.m. at the Lemmond Theater in 
Walsh Hall on the Misericordia 
campus. Cost for premium seating 
is $30, including a wine and cheese 
reception prior to the performance; 
$20 for general admission. Tickets 
can be purchased by contacting 
the Misericordia Box Office at 
(570-674-6719) or online at: www.
misericordia.edu/theartsandmore.

College Lecture: Russian 
Religious Liberty — APRIL 19, 
co-sponsored by the McGowan 
Center for Ethics and Responsi-
bility and the Public Policy and 
Research Institute at King’s Col-
lege in Wilkes-Barre; presentation 
hosted by King’s at 7 p.m. in the 
Burke Auditorium of the William 
G. McGowan School of Business, 
North River Street. Guest lec-
turer: Catherine Cosman, retired 
senior policy analyst for the U.S. 
Commission on International Re-
ligious Freedom; topic: “An (Un)
Orthodox View: Religions and 
Politics in Russia Today.” Lecture 
is open free to the public. For more 
information, call (570-208-5900 
ext. 5689).

Continued on Page 25
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22 Mission MessagePONTIFICAL MISSION
SOCIETIES
IN THE UNITED STATES

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Holy Childhood Association
The Society of St. Peter the Apostle
Missionary Union of Priests and Religious

www.worldmissions-catholicchurch.org

By Deacon Edward T. Kelly
Diocesan Director,

Pontifical Mission Societies

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Missionary Childhood Association
The Society of St. Peter the Apostle
Missionary Union of Priests and Religious

www.onefamilyinmission.org

To Be
A Blessing

VOLKSWAGENS

S. Main at Elm, Scranton
570-347-5656

KELLY
MOTOR CO.

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS

AUTHORIZED 
VOLKSWAGEN DEALER

STATUES      STENCILS      GOLD LEAF      MURAL RESTORATION

(570) 343-2899
Church Painting and Decorating

ROBERT RITTERBECK

Please visit our website at www.Ritterbeck.com

Joe Bunevicius & Doug Kneiss
- Over 40 Years Experience -

Offi ce Hours:
8:00 to 4:30 M-F

8:00 to 12:00 SAT

1230 Sanderson Ave., Scranton • 570-347-9453 • Fax: 570-347-3074

MULDOON WINDOW, DOOR & AWNING CO.

Specializing in Awnings, Canopies, 
Carports, Patio and Porch Enclo-
sures, Custom Storm Doors, Storm 
Windows, Replacement Windows, 
and Screen and Glass Repair.

A Different
Kind of Lawyer

Real Estate
Wills  Estate Planning
Estate Administration  

400 Third Avenue,  Kingston

287.1156

A Different
Kind of Lawyer

This past Sunday, the second 
Sunday of Lent, we heard from 
the Book of Genesis this passage: 
“Go forth from the land of your 
kinsfolk and from your father’s 
house to a land that I will show 
you. I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing.” 

It must have been extremely 
difficult for Abraham in his old 
age to pick up and leave his native 
land and his people to go to some 
unknown place. Abraham had 
to change his plans, let go of his 
fears, and completely trust in God. 

Refugees around the world 
can easily identify with the sacri-
fice that Abraham made because 
they too have strong attachments 
to their homelands. Land keeps 
the members of an ethnic group 
together. Land is security; it is 
wealth; it is home. 

Too often today good faithful 
people are challenged by poverty, 
hatred, violence, oppression, and 

persecution and find themselves 
leaving the land they love. Al-
though displaced and forced to flee 
from their home, they still have 
another “home” — the Church. 
People who are hungry or who 
have no place to lay their head find 
comfort in the Church. 

Missionaries supported by the 
Pontifical Mission Societies reach 
out to help feed them, to bring 
them basic health care, to provide 
temporary shelter; in short, to 
bring the love of Jesus to them, 
reminding them that they are not 
alone. While we assist them in 
their needs, they remind us that we 
are all members of God’s family. 
The prayer we pray at every Mass 
— the “Our Father” — comes 
alive, and as we pray for them they 
pray for us. Pope Francis observes 
in Evangelii Gaudium:                                   

“The great danger in to-
day’s world, pervaded as it is 
by consumerism, is the anguish 
born of a complacent yet covet-
ous heart, the feverish pursuit 
of frivolous pleasures, and a 
blunted conscience. Whenever 
our interior life becomes caught 
up in its own interests and con-
cerns, there is no longer room 
for others, no place for the poor. 

God’s voice is no longer heard, 
the quiet joy of his love is no 
longer felt, and the desire to do 
good fades.”

The blessing embodied in the 
Abrahamic mission, is also our 
blessing. When we pay attention 
to the whole world, we come to 
see those who might otherwise be 
overlooked and we respond. Our 
eyes and our hands are opened. 
And our hearts are filled. We be-
come a blessing and, in turn, are 
blessed. 

That’s mission! Mission 
teaches us things that we cannot 
learn at school. What the mission-
ary St. Columban taught is true: “A 
life unlike your own can be your 
teacher.”  

As we move through the holy 
season of Lent, let us recall both 
how much we are blessed and how 
we bless others. If there is a failure 
to bless, Lent is the time to repent 
and promise to do better. God 
called Abraham to abandon the 
familiar for the unknown. Abra-
ham had room for a new call, a 
new place, and a new relationship 
with God. God blessed him and he 
became a blessing.

Continued on Page 25
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LOOKING FOR A CD ALTERNATIVE?
6 Year Fixed Annuity

6 Year Term 

3.10%
$5000 Minimum  

Tax Deferred 
 Surrender Charge (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%, Yr3-4%, 

Yr4-3%, Yr5-2%, Yr6-1%) 
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1 

Park 2 Annuity 
2 Year Term 

2.15%
$1000 Minimum

Tax Deferred 
Surrender Charges (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%) 

10% Free Withdrawal per Year 
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1, 12012010 

Michael J. Ricci, CRPC 
711 Dunmore St., Throop, PA 18512 

800-324-2890

FIRST
CATHOLIC
SLOVAK
UNION

Plans provide full withdrawal at the end of the stated term. 
Rates are subject to change. Annuity contracts issued by First Catholic 
Slovak Union, a fraternal benefit society founded in Cleveland, OH in 
1890. Not available in all states. Not FDIC or NCUSIF Insured.   

“FOR GOD 
& NATION” 

2.10%

MESKO GLASS

DOING IT ALL 
FOR 

SEVENTY FIVE 
YEARS!

HOME   •   AUTO   •   COMMERCIAL

 SOME THINGS GET BETTER WITH AGE!

1-800-982-4055

"We Do It All"
...For your home

...For your car
...For your workplace

  SCRANTON  •  WILKES-BARRE  •  HONESDALE  •  ALLENTOWN

 Good News on the air! 

     Local, national programs 
  to inform & inspire your faith 

Glenn G. Yanik
AT TORNEY AT LAW

• Estate Planning • Estate Administration 
• Real Estate • Business Law • Elder Law

• Durable Power of Attorney
• Wills • Guardianships • Trusts

309 Professional Building,
52 S. Memorial Highway, Shavertown, PA 18708

— I make house calls —

The next monthly First Friday Reparation Vigil, dedicated to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of Mary and spon-
sored by the Blue Army, will be held April 7 at St. Joseph’s Oblate 
Seminary, 1880 Highway 315, Laflin (Pittston).

Devotions begin Friday evening at 8 p.m. with recitation of 
the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary, during which time confes-
sions are heard. Mass of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is celebrated at 
8:55 p.m., followed by benediction, litany and consecration to the 
Sacred Heart.

The vigil continues with the crowning of the Blue Army Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue, the Blue Army Pledge, Fatima prayers and Marian 
hymns, followed by litany and consecration to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary. The vigil concludes with scapular enrollment at 10:15 p.m.

Blue Army Reparation Vigil

452 Hazle Street - Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 - 570-823-3818

Religious Items 
for easter & everyday

   Bedwick’s

Hours: Mon – Fri: 9 a.m.–6 p.m. & Sat: 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
Browse our beautiful, diverse, & extensive selection of religious items

First Friday Devotions Throughout the Diocese

Masses & Devotions
–– hosted by Holy Name of Jesus Parish in West Hazleton; held at the parish’s Church of the Transfiguration, 

213 W. Green St., West Hazleton. Holy Hour and exposition of the Blessed Sacrament held from 5 to 5:45 p.m., 
followed by celebration of Mass at 6 p.m. 

–– sponsored by the Men of the Sacred Heart; held at St. Stanislaus worship site, 666 N. Main St., 
Wilkes-Barre. Confessions are heard beginning at 6 p.m., followed by recitation of the Rosary and Litany of 
the Sacred Heart at 6:30 p.m. Mass in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is celebrated at 7 p.m. 

–– hosted at Sacred Heart Church, 554 Main St., Weston; Mass with Eucharistic procession celebrated 
at 6:30 p.m. (confessions heard prior). Mass followed by Litany of the Saints and exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament until 8 p.m. Adoration Holy Hour includes recitation of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary, 
Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and silent prayer with closing benediction. 

Pro-Life Rosary Vigil
–– held outside the offices of Planned Parenthood, 63 N. Franklin St., Wilkes-Barre; group gathers at   

9 a.m. Rosary prayers are offered for an end to abortion. 
Eucharistic Adorations

–– hosted by Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, 1101 Willow St., Peckville; exposition and adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament begins following the celebration of the 6:50 a.m. Mass and continues until 12 noon. For 
more information, call the parish office (570-383-3244 ext. 2).

–– sponsored by the Men of the Sacred Heart; hosted each month by Queen of Heaven Parish at Our 
Lady of Grace Church, Hazleton. Begins with Mass at 12:05 p.m. and concludes at 4 p.m. with the Rosary, 
Litany of the Sacred Heart, Communion service and benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 

–– offered for the special intention of vocations to the priesthood; hosted by St. Ann Basilica Parish, St. 
Ann’s St., west Scranton. Adoration begins with 8:30 a.m. Mass and concludes with benediction at 4:45 p.m.

Rosary & Healing Mass
–– hosted by St. Lucy Church, 949 Scranton St., west Scranton, for all those who especially seek healing 

through the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary; begins with recitation of the Rosary 
and devotional prayers at 6:30 p.m., followed by celebration of Healing Mass at 7 p.m. Music for the evening 
is led by Sacred Heart Singers Ernie Pappa and Jennifer Michel.

Healing Mass
–– hosted by Queen of the Apostles Parish, Avoca; celebrated at 7 p.m. in St. Mary Church, 715 Haw-

thorne St. For more information, call the parish rectory (570-457-3412).

––– April 7 –––
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ADVERTISERS!
Reach out to our
faithful readers

every week!

Advertise in

The Catholic Light
570-207-2229

Eileen-Manley@DioceseofScranton.org

*

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor 

to law enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or 
lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the 
matter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese 
of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, 
including child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. 

It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. To this end, the 
Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding 
the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which includes 
supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, 
information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the Victim 
Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at (570-862-7551) or to Diocesan officials, including 
the Vicar General, Monsignor Thomas M. Muldowney, V.G., at (570-207-2269).

Aviso al Respecto de Reportar el Abuso Sexual de Un Menor de Edad
Es la norma de la Diócesis de Scranton reportar cualquier alegación de abuso sexual de un 

menor de edad a las autoridades. Si usted es una víctima de abuso sexual cometido por un sac-
erdote, diácono, religioso o empleado laico, o voluntario de la Diócesis de Scranton, usted está 
obligado a reportar el asunto inmediatamente a las autoridades de la ley.

Si algún sacerdote, diácono, religioso, empleado laico o voluntario de la Diócesis de Scranton 
tiene  sospecha de que un menor de edad ha sido sujeto a cualquier forma de abuso, incluyendo 
abuso sexual de menor de edad, el asunto será reportado a las autoridades de la ley.

Es la norma de la Diócesis defender todas las regulaciones civiles y del estado. Al fin de que la Diócesis 
esté comprometida igualmente a defender las normas del Código de Derecho Canónico y defender los 
principios de la Carta Para la Protección de Niños y Jóvenes (Conferencia de los Obispos Católicos de 
los Estados Unidos), lo cual incluye apoyar a las víctimas de abuso sexual en pos del bienestar emocional 
y espiritual.

Por eso, información respecto a una alegación del asunto sexual de un menor de edad, debe ser 
reportada a la Coordinadora Diocesana de Asistencia para Las Víctimas, Mary Beth Pacuska, a (570-862-
7551) o a los oficiales diocesanos incluyendo El Vicario General, Monseñor Thomas M. Muldowney, 
a (570-207-2269).

Atlantic City Overnights, 
Bally’s 4/23-24, 6/11-12, 10/29-30
Hollywood Casino, 3/19 & 9/17 

Philadelphia Boat Cruise / Sands 6/3
Mahoney Bros. & Sands 6/10

Buddy Holly / Peddlers Village 6/17
Atlantic City 2 nights/3 days, 

Bally’s 6/25-27 & 8/6-8
Statue of Liberty / Little Italy 7/15

911 Memorial & Museum 7/29
 Hall Of Fame Weekend, OH 8/11-13
PA Grand Canyon, Wellsboro 8/19
Vermont / New Hampshire 8/20-23

Mackinac Island / Holland/
Thunder Bay, MI 8/26-9/1 

Ocean City, MD oceanfront acc. 9/4-7
Wildwood, NJ 9/10-13

STUCKER TOURS 
570-655-8458
www.stuckertours.com

Italian Day at Silver Birches 9/14
1000 Islands/Boldt Castle 9/23-24
Myrtle Beach/Savannah 10/1-7

 CALL FOR OUR COMPLETE LIST OF TOURS

• HAMPTON BEACH, NH SEAFOOD FESTIVAL SEPT. 8-10 Admission to  
the Boardwalk festival, Portsmouth Harbor Sunset Cruise, Salem

• NEW YORK CITY 2-DAY AUG. 20-21 Uptown & Downtown complete Tours!
• BROADWAY: Miss Saigon, Bandstand, Wicked, Phantom of the Opera
• SIGHT & SOUND JUNE 10 “Jonah” Dinner at Hershey Farm Restaurant
• HOLLYWOOD CASINO & TANGER OUTLETS APRIL 1 Casino Rebate
• “EVITA” SHOW & SANDS CASINO BETHLEHEM JUNE 28 Sands Rebate
• CATSKILLS DOME TRAIN & MONTICELLO CASINO JULY 1 Lunch
• PEDDLERS VILLAGE STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL MAY 20 New Hope option 
• MT NITTANY WINE TRAIL MAY 26 Happy Valley Tasting at 3 vineyards, 
Lunch at Nittany Lion Inn, free time at Tait Farms Harvest Shoppe

• 9/11 MUSEUM & FREEDOM TOWER, NYC MAY 27 Admission to both
• INTREPID MUSEUM & FLEET WEEK, NYC MAY 27 Museum Admission
• STEEPED IN HISTORY TRAIN RIDE JUNE 3 York County Steam-Train Ride 
on President Lincoln’s route to Gettysburg, Victorian Tea, Mansion

• LAKE TOBIAS SAFARI TOUR & TURKEY HILL EXPERIENCE JUNE 3
• CAMDEN’S ADVENTURE AQUARIUM JUNE 10 King of Prussia Mall, too
• WASHINGTON 1-DAY JUNE 17 DC & Arlington National Cemetery Tours 
• BRONX ZOO JUNE 29 The largest metropolitan zoo in the world! Admission
• 1000 ISLANDS CRUISE & SINGER CASTLE TOUR JULY 8 Riley’s Lunch
• KUTZTOWN FOLK FESTIVAL & QUILT AUCTION JULY 8 Admission

JULY 9-13   Tours of Martha’s Vineyard, Block 
Island, and Nantucket with all Ferry Fees. Also 
includes a Newport Driving Tour along Ten 
Mile Ocean Drive and Bellevue Avenue, and 
Admission to Vanderbilt Mansion Marble House.

MARTZ TOURS
NEW ENGLAND  

ISLAND HOPPING

570-821-3855 or 1-800-432-8069
Book your tour at  
MARTZTOURS.COM
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Karpentry by Keiper
 Specializing in windows, doors, decks, kitchens,

bathrooms, siding, gutters, all phases of carpentry
 Licensed General Contractor  -  Call 570-563-2766

Quality over volume, one job at a time   License #PA002543

Deliver
27 Stauffer Industrial Park • Taylor, PA 18517

570-343-0414 or 570-562-2738
1-888-4-ALL-PRINT
www.pdqprint.com

For All Your Printing & Copying Needs

 

Masses & Homilies, Eucharistic Adoration, Confession, Spiritual Direction,
Retreat Conferences, Communal Reconciliation, 

Communal Anointing of the Sick & Women’s Conference.

Mission Message: To Be A Blessing

It is hard to let go of the fa-
miliar — the comfortable — even 
for the hope of something better, 
isn’t it? God knows our needs for 
a secure place and familiar sur-
roundings. But sometimes God 
calls us to leave the comfortable 
in order to make room for what he 
wants to give us. 

During this Lenten season — 
the season of fasting, prayer, and 
almsgiving — we at the Pontifical 
Mission Societies would like to 

Continued from Page 22
thank all of you for your prayers, 
sacrifices, and generous donations 
which truly are a blessing to the 
poorest of the poor all around the 
world. And remember, because of 
these blessings you are blessed 
and you will take this blessing to 
all eternity. 

At Judgment Day we will hear 
the words of blessing from Jesus: 
“When I was hungry, you fed me; 
when I was thirsty, you gave me 
drink; when I was sick, you visited 
me; when I was in desperate need, 
you blessed me.”  

Mark Your Calendar –– Around the Diocese

Parish & Regional Happenings
Take-Out Roast Beef Dinner 

— APRIL 22, sponsored by Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus & Mary Parish, 
624 Madison Ave., Jermyn; take-
out dinners only, available from 1 
to 5:30 p.m. in the parish church 
basement. Meal includes roast 
beef, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
salad, rolls and homemade desserts. 
Cost: adults, $10; children (under 
age 12), $5. For advance tickets, call 
the parish rectory (570-876-1061).

Variety Prize Bingo — APRIL 
23, sponsored by the Social Con-
cerns Committee at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish, 116 Hughes St., 
Swoyersville; held in the parish’s 
school gymnasium. Doors open at 
12:30 p.m.; games begin at 1:30 
p.m. Event also includes basket 
raffle and door prizes; lunch menu, 
refreshments and bake sale will be 
available. Admission cost: $5.

Book & Bake Sale — APRIL 
27-29, sponsored by Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross Parish, 420 
Main Road, Buttonwood section 
of Hanover Township; sale hours: 
Thursday & Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

“Taste of Italy” Dinner — 
APRIL 30, sponsored by Our 
Lady’s Guild of Our Lady of 
Victory Parish in Tannersville; 
served from 12 noon to 5 p.m. in 
the parish hall. Dinner includes 
freshly made baked ziti with 
homemade meatballs, full salad 
bar, homemade desserts and bev-
erages; Italian music provided for 
dining pleasure. Cost: adults, $9; 
children (ages 5 to 12), $5. Raffle 
prize drawing will also be held. 
For more information, call (570-
629-4572).

Parish Bus Excursion: 
Penn’s Peak in Jim Thorpe — 
MAY 11, sponsored by the Lady’s 
Guild of Our Lady of Victory Par-
ish in Tannersville; featuring the 
music of Frank Sinatra performed 
by Tony Sands, and the comedic 
talent of Bob Goss. Bus departs the 
parking lot of Our Lady of Victory 
Church at 10 a.m. and returns at 
approximately 5:15 p.m. Cost per 
person: $60, includes bus transpor-
tation, show, home-style luncheon 
and gratuities. Reservations with 
$35 deposit required by April 1; 
balance due by May 1. For more 
information and reservations, call 
Marge at (570-629-0509).

The Catholic Light calendar 
lists events that are sponsored by 
the Diocese of Scranton, its par-
ishes, schools and institutions, and 
other Catholic organizations in the 
Diocese. All submissions are sub-
ject to review before publication. 
To submit an item for consideration, 
send email to Kevin-McDonnell@
dioceseofscranton.org, or fax to 
570-207-2271.

Misericordia Club Collecting 
Clothes for Area Needy

DALLAS –– The Crochet-
ing-Knitting-Sewing Club at 
Misericordia University in Dal-
las is holding a clothing drive in 
coordination with St. Nicholas 
Church, Wilkes-Barre, to bene-
fit families in need. 

The drive to collect clothes 
for the underprivileged is being 
conducted through April 1.

People wishing to donate 
gently used clothing can drop 

off items at St. Nicholas Church, 
located at 226 S. Washing-
ton St., or on the campus of 
Misericordia University. Boxes 
for the drive are located in the 
lobby of the Banks Student Life 
Center and on the third floor of 
Mercy Hall, in front of room 
317. 

For more information, call 
(570) 674-6400 or log on to 
www.misericordia.edu.
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ADVERTISERS!
Reach out to our
faithful readers

every week!

Advertise in

The Catholic Light
570-207-2229

Eileen-Manley@DioceseofScranton.org

Classifi eds  •  Classifi eds  •  Classifi eds  •  Classifi eds  •  Classifi eds  

Buying Antiques and Estates, Furniture, Wicker, Toys, 
Linens, Quilts, Old Sewing Machines, Old Light Fix-
tures and Lamps, Railroad and Mining Items, Book-
cases, Bedroom and Dining Rooms, French Doors, 
Radios, Books, Cedar Chests, Anything Old
 OUR 35th YEAR • 570-343-5628

AAA BUYERS

1 ITEM OR COMPLETE ESTATES

570-430-2370

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES WANTED

Cash Paid - Cleanouts Available
570-266-3762

BUYING ONE PIECE OR ENTIRE ESTATE

CASH PAID • 570�862�3093 • CASH PAID

OLD DOLLS & COLLECTIONS, DOLL 
PARTS, DOLL CLOTHES LOTS, SHOES,
& ANYTHING PERTAINING TO DOLLS

Regional Divine Mercy Sunday
to be celebrated on

APRIL 23, 2017
for most of NEPA Area

Serving All
Catholic

Cemeteries in 
NE PA

SELECTION
• Tri-state area’s largest • Over 400 memorials 

on display • More than 25 color choices

QUALIFICATION
• Family owned and operated for over 130 

years • Recommended by more than 15 
funeral homes • Superior workmanship

PRICE
• Buy direct from the manufacturer

• NO MIDDLEMAN!

Looking for the
Perfect Monument?

The clear choice 
for all your

memorial needs

Martin Caufi eld Memorial Works
249 Sunrise Ave., Honesdale, PA 18431
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FOR RESERVATIONS & INFORMATION CALL:

(570) 342-5790 • (570) 288-9311  TOLL FREE  1-800-828-6029

Inc. 4 day/3 night acc., 3 breakfasts, 2 dinner inc. 1 seafood buffet at Bonfi re Rest.,
sightseeing boat cruise, tour & shopping, visit Casino at Ocean Downs, & more $424pp

Inc. 7 day acc., 7 breakfasts, 5 full course dinners inc., 6 shows, sightseeing, 
tours & shopping, visit to Grand Country Square, & more $919pp

W I L K E S - B A R R E  —                 
Religion scholar and historian Dr. 
Gabriel Said Reynolds, professor 
of Islamic studies and theology at 
the University of Notre Dame, will 
deliver the annual Donald Grimes 
Lecture on Monday, March 27, at 
7 p.m. in the Burke Auditorium at 
King’s College.

Titled “The Bible and the 
Qur’an,” the free public lecture 
is co-sponsored by the McGowan 
Center for Ethics and Social Re-
sponsibility and Honors Program 
at King’s.

Having earned his doctorate in 
Islamic Studies at Yale University, 
Dr. Reynolds currently researches 
the Qur’an and Muslim-Christian 
relations and is the author of “The 
Qur’an and its Biblical Subtext” 

King’s Lecture to Focus on Catholic, Muslim Scripture
and “The Emergence of Islam.”

Dr. Reynolds is a fellow at 
the Institute of Advanced Stud-
ies in Nantes, France, and chair 
of the Executive Board of the 
International Qur’anic Studies 
Association. At Notre Dame, 
he teaches courses in theology, 
Muslim/Christian Relations and 
Islamic Origins.

The annual Donald Grimes 
Lecture was instituted at King’s in 
2006 to honor the late Holy Cross 
Father Donald Grimes, who was 
the college’s vice president for 
academic affairs when he died in 
2005. He also served King’s as a 
professor, counselor and admin-
istrator.

The Burke Auditorium is lo-
cated in the William G. McGowan 

School of Business on North River 
Streets. Parking is available in 
on-campus lots. For more informa-
tion, contact Dr. Bernard Prusak, 
director, McGowan Center for 
Ethics and Social Responsibility, 
at (570-208-5900 ext. 5689).

WILKES-BARRE — The 
McGlynn Learning Center estab-
lished by the Religious Sisters of 
Mercy and based in Wilkes-Barre 
will host a recognition reception 
on Thursday, March 30, from 6 to 
8 p.m. at the Best Western Genetti 
Hotel and Conference Center, 77 
East Market St., Wilkes-Barre.

This year’s honorees for the 
recognition reception are attorneys 
Ruth and Kim Borland, who have 
served area children and families 
for decades through the Valley 
Santa Holiday Gift Program. 
The mission of Valley Santa is to 
provide toys to underprivileged 
children in Luzerne County during 
the Christmas holiday season.

Today, more than 4,000 chil-
dren are served on an annual basis, 
many of whom are beneficiaries 
of McGlynn Learning Center pro-
gramming and instruction.

Founded by the Sisters of 
Mercy through the leadership of 
Mercy Sister Miriam Stadulis, 

McGlynn Center to Honor the Borlands
the McGlynn Learning Center 
facilities are provided by the 
Wilkes-Barre Housing Authority 
at both Boulevard Townhomes and 
Mineral Springs Village.

Each year, the Learning Cen-
ter serves approximately 150 chil-
dren and teens through programs 
providing school tutoring, includ-
ing reading and computer skills; 
life skills; a teen program; and a 
summer academic and enrichment 
program.

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Sister Eleace King, Ed.D., cur-
rently serves as executive director.

Suggested contribution to 
attend the recognition reception 
is $35 per person, which includes 
complimentary refreshments. A 
basket raffle and Garden of Hope 
sponsorship opportunity will also 
be offered as part of the celebration.

For more information and 
reservations, contact the McGlynn 
Learning Center at (570-824-
8891).

S H AV E R T O W N  —                       
Monsignor John Esseff will 
serve as principal celebrant for 
a Healing Mass that will con-
clude Season Four of “ARISE 
Together in Christ” at St. 
Therese Parish.

The Mass will be celebrat-
ed on Sunday, April 2, at 7 p.m. 
at St. Therese Church, 64 Davis 
St., Shavertown.

Healing Mass to Celebrate ‘ARISE’
Confessions will be heard 

one hour prior to the start of the 
liturgy; a social will follow in 
the parish hall.

Father James Paisley serves 
as pastor of St. Therese’s, and 
Denise Williams is the ARISE 
coordinator for the parish.

All faithful are welcome. 
For more information, call the 
parish office at (570-696-1144).
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Paying  on the spot
for U.S./German/Japanese:

Medals, Uniforms, Helmets, Hats, Armbands, Flags,
Daggers, Swords, Bayonets, Knives, Pistols, Rifles,

Equipment, Pictures, Letters, Currency, Coins, etc…  

Contact Sam at (570) 814-8287
Please leave a message if I’m unavailable.

(I am a private collector not a dealer and would be honored to purchase
your military souvenirs to display in my collection.)

MAILING LABEL - Please be sure to enclose this label with any address changes
and mail to The Catholic Light, 300 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA 18503

Catch Our Spirit...
Become an Academic Angel

All gifts are tax deductible.

Diocese of Scranton Scholarship 
Foundation 

300 Wyoming Avenue
Scranton, PA 18503 

570-207-2250
www.DioceseOfScranton.org

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
           

_________________________________________________________

Call (800) 840-9081
www.SpiriTrustLutheranHomeCare.org

Choose care at  from people you can 
Since 1978 we’ve been helping families with high quality, compassionate home health care, palliative 

care, and hospice. We see each day as an opportunity to live out what’s behind our name: a spirit of 

service, and a legacy of trust. Call us to help you or your loved one.

•  Evening & weekend admissions 

•  Work with ALL insurance types

•  Provide care during ALL phases of life:  

  infant, pediatric, adult and geriatric end-of-life care

Yes! we do:
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