
ACTION ALERT 
 

Support School Choice Bill 
 

A new bill introduced in the Pennsylvania Senate has the potential to make private schools, 
including Catholic schools, affordable for many more families. Senate Bill 1 – the Opportunity 
Scholarship Act – proposes a significant increase to the Education Improvement Tax Credit 
(EITC) program, thus making more scholarships available to qualified students. This program 
enables businesses to receive state tax credits for contributions to scholarship organizations, 
and these contributions in turn are used to provide tuition assistance. 

Since EITC began in 2001, more than $8.5 million has been donated to the Diocese of 
Scranton Scholarship Foundation, resulting in tuition assistance to more than 8,000 eligible 
students enrolled in our Catholic schools.  
 

How You Can Help 
 

Bishop Bambera is asking for your help to get Senate Bill 1 passed. The next committee that 
will consider this bill is the Senate Appropriations Committee. There are six members of this 
committee who serve constituents in the Diocese of Scranton: Senators David Argall, Lisa 
Baker, John Blake, Lisa Boscola, John Gordner and Joseph Scarnati. 

 Please visit, call, write or e-mail these Senators, and all your state legislators, and ask them 
to support the Opportunity Scholarship Act – SB 1. Following is a sample message: 

 
“I am one of your constituents, and I urge you to support the Opportunity Scholarship 

Act – SB 1. It’s very important to me that you vote in favor of this bill so that families 
have the opportunity to choose the best school for their children. Please tell me how you 
intend to vote on this matter. Thank you.” 
 
Below is contact information for the six local members of the Senate Appropriations Committee 
and all state legislators in the Diocese of Scranton. 



Scranton Diocese – Senate Appropriations Committee 
 
 

Argall, David G.  (R) 
District 29 
Schuylkill County 

Senate Box 203029 
16 East Wing 
Ph. 717-787-2637 

1 West Centre St., PO Box 150 
Mahanoy City, PA  17948 
Ph. 570-773-0891 

dargall@pasen.gov FAX 717-783-8657 
Staff: Susan Bentzel 

FAX 570-773-1675 
  

 
Baker, Lisa   (R) 
District 20 
Luzerne County 
lbaker@pasen.gov 

Senate Box 203020 
172 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-7428 
FAX 717-787-9242 
Staff: Liz Clancy 

22 Dallas Shopping Ctr, Memorial 
Highway 
Dallas, PA  18612 
Ph. 570-675-3931 
FAX 570-820-4848 
Staff: Jennifer Wilson 

 
Blake, John   (D) 
District 22 
Lackawanna County 

Senate Box 203022 
17 East Wing 
Ph. 717-787-6481 

409 Lackawanna Ave., Suite 1 
Scranton, PA  18503 
Ph. 570-207-2881 

senatorblake@pasenate.com FAX 717-783-5198 
Staff: Nancy Gasswint 

 
:  

 
Boscola, Lisa M.  (D) 
District 18 
Northampton County 

Senate Box 203018 
458 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-4236 

559 Main St., Ste 270 
Bethlehem, PA  18018 
Ph. 610-868-8667 

boscola@pasenate.com FAX 717-783-1257 
Staff: Stephanie Smith 

FAX 610-861-2184 
  

 
Gordner, John R.  (R) 
District 27 
Northumberland County 

Senate Box 203027 
351 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-8928 

603 W. Main St. 
Bloomsburg, PA  17815 
Ph. 570-784-3464 

jgordner@pasen.gov FAX 717-787-9715 
Staff: Vonda Treaster 

FAX 570-784-9379 
Staff: Pam Earley 

 
          Ex-officio 

Scarnati, Joseph B.  (R) 
District 25 
Jefferson County 

Senate Box 203025 
292 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-7084 

315 Second Ave., Ste 203 
Warren, PA  16365 
Ph. 814-726-7201 

jscarnati@pasen.gov FAX 717-772-2755 
Staff: Shelly Brown 

FAX 814-726-7012 
Staff: Tim Nyquist 

 



SCRANTON DIOCESE 
HOUSE MEMBERS 

 
          MEMBER                CAPITOL OFFICE                DISTRICT OFFICE 

 
Baker, Matthew E. (R) 108 Ryan Office Building 74 Main Street 
District 68 Ph. 717-772-5371 Wellsboro, PA 16901 
Tioga County FAX 717-787-3412 Ph. 570-724-1390 
mbaker@pahousegop.com Staff: Gina Strine FAX 570-724-2168 

 
Boback, Karen  (R) 141-B East Wing 5929 Main Road 
District 117 Ph. 717-787-1117 Hunlock Creek, PA 18621 
Luzerne County FAX 717-705-1889 Ph. 800-278-3930 
kboback@pahousegop.com Staff: Brenda Zablotsky FAX 570-477-3468 

 
Brown, Rosemary M. (R) 
District 189 

164-A East Wing 
Ph. 717-260-6171 

RD 5 Box 5521B 
13 Seven Bridges Road/Rt 209 

Monroe County Staff: Sheila Korick East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
rbrown@pahousegop.com   Ph. 570-420-8301 
  FAX 570-420-8304 

 
Carroll, Mike  (D) 527-E Main Capitol Building 42 Center Street 
District 118 Ph. 717-787-3589 Hughestown, PA 18640 
Luzerne County FAX 717-780-4763 Ph. 570-655-4883 
mcarroll@pahouse.net Staff: Sandy Mutzabaugh FAX 570-655-9110 

 
Everett, Garth D. (R) 
District 84 

430 Irvis Office Building 
Ph. 717-787-5270 

Penn Hills Plaza, Halls Station 
21 Kristi Rd., Suite 2 

Lycoming County FAX 717-772-9958 Muncy, PA 17756 
geverett@pahousegop.com Staff: Chanin Zwing Ph. 570-546-2084 
  FAX 570-546-5220 

 
Kavulich, Sid Michaels (D) 111-B East Wing 319 South Main Street 
District 114 Ph. 717-783-4874 Old Forge, PA 18518-1603 
Lackawanna County FAX 717-772-2008 Ph. 570-451-3110 
RepKavulich@pahouse.net Staff: Debbie Wegert FAX 570-451-3306 

 
Major, Sandra J. (R) 120 Main Capitol Building 16501 State Route 706 
District 111 Ph. 717-783-2910 Montrose, PA 18801 
Susquehanna County FAX 717-783-2010 Ph. 717-278-3374 
smajor@pahousegop.com Staff: Jennifer Harrison FAX 717-278-2952 

 
Mirabito, Rick  (D) 115-A East Wing 800 West Fourth Street, Ste G02 
District 83 Ph. 717-772-1314 Williamsport, PA 17701 
Lycoming County FAX 717-780-4751 Ph. 570-321-1270 
rmirabit@pahouse.net Staff: Jeannie Kosier FAX 570-327-3719 

 
Mullery, Gerald J. (D) 115-B East Wing 156 South Market Street 
District 119 Ph. 717-783-4893 Nanticoke, PA 18634 
Luzerne County Staff: Jo Ann Bucher Ph. 570-740-7031 
RepMuller@pahouse.net  FAX 570-826-2584 

 

 
 

 



            SCRANTON HOUSE MEMBERS CONTINUED 

 
Mundy, Phyllis  (D) 
District 120 

36 East Wing 
Ph. 717-783-1614 

400 Third Avenue 
Park Office Bldg., Suite 113 

Luzerne County FAX 717-772-9868 Kingston, PA 18704 
pmundy@pahouse.net Staff: Kristen Bernard Ph. 570-283-9622 
  FAX 570-283-9626 

 
Murphy, Kevin P. (D) 
District 113 

G-1 Irvis Office Building 
Ph. 717-787-8981 

409 North Main Avenue 
Jays Commons 

Lackawanna County FAX 717-705-1598 Scranton, PA 18503 
kmurphy@pahouse.net Staff: Stephanie Hardman-Dicks Ph. 570-342-4348 
  FAX 570-342-4353 

 
Pashinski, Eddie Day (D) 203 Irvis Office Building 152 South Pennsylvania Avenue 
District 121 Ph. 717-783-0686 Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
Luzerne County FAX 717-772-2284 Ph. 570-825-5934 
epashins@pahouse.net Staff: Lauren bordner FAX 570-826-5436 

 
Peifer, Michael  (R) 153-A East Wing 32 Commercial Street, Suite 300 
District 139 Ph. 717-783-2037 Honesdale, PA 18431 
Wayne County FAX 717-705-1948 Ph. 570-253-5533 
mpeifer@pahousegop.com Staff: Barbara Dysard FAX 570-253-8046 

 
Pickett, Tina  (R) 314 Main Capitol Building 321 Main Street 
District 110 Ph. 717-783-8238 Towanda, PA 18848 
Bradford County FAX 717-260-6536 Ph. 570-265-3124 
tpickett@pahousegop.com Staff: Jill Brightbill FAX 570-265-9453 

 
Scavello, Mario M. (R) 143  East Wing 31 Pocono Boulevard 
District 176 Ph. 717-787-7732 Mt. Pocono, PA 18344 
Philadelphia County FAX 717-260-6203 Ph. 570-839-0313 
mscavell@pahousegop.com Staff: Kendra Snuffer FAX 570-839-3612 

 
Smith, Ken  (D) 28-B East Wing 1414 Monroe Avenue 
District 112 Ph. 717-783-1359 Dunmore, PA 18509 
Lackawanna County FAX 717-780-4757 Ph. 570-342-2710 
ksmith@pahouse.net Staff: Nida Jenkins FAX 570-342-2845 

 
Staback, Edward G. (D) 225 Irvis Office Building 843 Scranton Carbondale Hwy 
District 115 Ph. 717-783-5043 Eynon, PA 18403 
Lackawanna County FAX 717-787-1231 Ph. 570-876-1111 
estaback@pahouse.net Staff: Julie Foley FAX 570-876-5304 

 
Toohil, Tarah  (R) 409 Irvis Office Building 1 West Broad Street, suite 100 
District 116 Ph. 717-260-6136 Hazleton, PA 18201 
Luzerne County Staff: Sara Peck  Ph. 855-282-0611 
ttoohil@pahousegop.com  FAX 570-459-3946 

 
  



SCRANTON DIOCESE 
SENATORS 

 
          MEMBER               CAPITOL OFFICE               DISTRICT OFFICE 

 
Argall, David G.  (R) 
District 29 
Schuylkill County 

Senate Box 203029 
16 East Wing 
Ph. 717-787-2637 

1 West Centre St., PO Box 150 
Mahanoy City, PA  17948 
Ph. 570-773-0891 

dargall@pasen.gov FAX 717-783-8657 
Staff: Susan Bentzel 

FAX 570-773-1675 
  

 
Baker, Lisa   (R) 
District 20 
Luzerne County 
lbaker@pasen.gov 

Senate Box 203020 
172 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-7428 
FAX 717-787-9242 

22 Dallas Shopping Ctr, Memorial 
Highway 
Dallas, PA  18612 
Ph. 570-675-3931 

 Staff: Liz Clancy  FAX 570-820-4848 
Staff: Jennifer Wilson 

 
Blake, John   (D) 
District 22 
Lackawanna County 

Senate Box 203022 
17 East Wing 
Ph. 717-787-6481 

409 Lackawanna Ave., Ste 1 
Scranton, PA  18503 
Ph. 570-207-2881 

senatorblake@pasenate.com FAX 717-783-5198 
Staff: Nancy Gasswint 

 
  

 
Boscola, Lisa M.  (D) 
District 18 
Northampton County 

Senate Box 203018 
458 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-4236 

559 Main St., Ste 270 
Bethlehem, PA  18018 
Ph. 610-868-8667 

boscola@pasenate.com FAX 717-783-1257 
Staff: Stephanie Smith 

FAX 610-861-2184 
  

 
Browne, Patrick M.  (R) 
District 16 
Lehigh County 

Senate Box 203016 
171 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-1349 

801 Hamilton St. 
Allentown, PA  18101 
Ph. 610-821-8468 

pbrowne@pasen.gov FAX 717-772-3458 
Staff: Lorre Cooper 

FAX 610-821-6798 
Staff: Ellen Millard-Kern 

 
Gordner, John R.  (R) 
District 27 
Northumberland County 

Senate Box 203027 
351 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-8928 

603 W. Main St. 
Bloomsburg, PA  17815 
Ph. 570-784-3464 

jgordner@pasen.gov FAX 717-787-9715 
Staff: Vonda Treaster 

FAX 570-784-9379 
Staff: Pam Earley 

 
Scarnati, Joseph B.  (R) 
District 25 
Jefferson County 

Senate Box 203025 
292 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-7084 

315 Second Ave., Ste 203 
Warren, PA  16365 
Ph. 814-726-7201 

jscarnati@pasen.gov FAX 717-772-2755 
Staff: Shelly Brown 

FAX 814-726-7012 
Staff: Tim Nyquist 

 
Yaw, Gene   (R) 
District 23 
Bradford County 

Senate Box 203023 
457 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-3280 

330 Pine St., Ste 204 
Williamsport, PA  17701-6243 
Ph. 570-322-6457 

gyaw@pasen.gov FAX 717-772-0575 
Staff: Patti Gilroy 

FAX 570-327-3703  

 
 



            SCRANTON SENATE CONTINUED 

 
Yudichak, John T.  (D) 
District 14 
Luzerne County 

Senate Box 203014 
352 Main Capitol Building 
Ph. 717-787-7105 

164 South Market Street 
Nanticoke, PA  18634 
Ph. 570-740-7091 

yudichak@pasenate.com FAX 717-783-4141 
Staff: Kyle Fitzsimmons 

 
  

 
 

SCRANTON DIOCESE 
UNITED STATES CONGRESS 

 
          MEMBER        CAPITOL OFFICE   DISTRICT OFFICE 

 
Casey,Robert P., Jr.   (D) 
Senator  
casey.senate.gov/contact/ 

393 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC  20515 
Ph. 202-224-6324 
FAX 202-228-0604 
 
 

22 S Third St., Suite 6A 
Harrisburg, PA  17101 
Ph. 717-231-7540 
FAX 717-231-7542 

Toomey,Patrick J.   (R) 
Senator 
 

B40B Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC  20515 
Ph. 202-224-4254 
FAX 202-228-1229 
 
 

 

Barletta,Lou    (R) 
District 11 
 

510 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC  20515 
Ph. 202-225-6511 
FAX 202-225-0764 
 
 

1 S. Church St., Suite 100 
Hazleton, PA  18201 
 

Marino,Tom    (R) 
District 10 
 

410 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC  20515 
Ph. 202-225-3731 
FAX 202-225-9594 
 
 

1000 Commerce Park Drive 
Williamsport, PA  17701 
 
 

Thompson,Glenn    (R) 
District 5 
 

124 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC  20515 
Ph. 202-225-5121 
FAX 202-225-5796 
 

127 West Spring Street, Suite C 
Titusville, PA  16354 
Ph. 814-827-3985 
FAX 814-827-7307 

 
          January 26, 2011 
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