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DIOCESE OF SCRANTON

900: During the 10th century,
society in Western Europe is at its
lowest ebb; only monasteries and
bishoprics preserve knowledge
and communications between

numerous small kingdoms.

909: Duke William the Pius do-
nates land in Cluny, France for
the formation of a monastery. St.
Berno was named abbot and, with
12 companions, began a reform
movement to strengthen religious
life in the Church. The monks at
Cluny emphasized a return to the
strict observance of the Rule of St.
Benedict; the cultivation of the
interior life; and the importance
of the choir office and sacred

worship.

As mentioned above, Cluny was
founded in the 10th century as a
reform movement aimed at
strengthening the spiritual life of
the Church. In this regard it was
tremendously successful and influ-
ential. The name of Cluny was
quickly associated with saintli-
ness—so much so that in only a
few years of its founding six other

monasteries copied its model and

four of its abbots would go on to

939: St. Adalbert is born. He is
often referred to as the “apostle of
the Prussians.” Adalbert had to
flee Prague several times because
of opposition to his reforms.
During one of his exiles he be-
came the confessor to Emperor
Otto III, who was greatly im-
pressed by his personal example.
He was martyred in 997 by a

group of pagans in Prussia.

960: St. Dunstan is appointed
Archbishop of Canterbury. Dun-
stan was famous as a scholar, but
the king also entrusted him with
the task of rebuilding Glastonbury
Abbey which, like most English
monasteries, had been destroyed

by Viking raiders. Dunstan was

be canonized saints.

The monks of Cluny were distin-
guished from their contemporar-
ies in several ways. First, they
returned to a strict observance of
the Benedictine rule. Second,
they strove to build up the spiri-
tual life of each individual monk
(the idea being that a holy com-
munity is built upon all its mem-

bers striving for holiness in their

successful and, by the time of his
death, monasticism was flourish-

ing in England once more.

975: St. Stephen the Great is
born. He and his father were
baptized by St. Adalbert. Stephen
became Hungary’s first king and
established dioceses and monaster-

ies.

989: St. Vladimir is baptized. A
pagan chieftain, he immediately
dismissed his five wives; he tore
down the idols and shrines he had
established (building churches
instead); and he hosted enormous
banquets for the poor (and sent

food to those who could not at-

tend).

personal lives). In connection to
this, they focused on the Liturgy
of the Hours and the sacred lit-
urgy—often lengthening both—so
as to encourage active, continuous

prayer.

The influence of Cluny was mas-
sive. Within 200 years of its
founding there were over 10,000
monks living in 1,450 monasteries

under the rule of Cluny.




Saint Odo was the son of a
knight, but was raised in the
household of Duke William the
Pius, who donated the land on
which the monastery of Cluny was
built in A.D. 909. While a young
cleric, Odo read The Rule of St.
Benedict and was deeply moved.
He had a strong desire to live the
type of life described by Benedict.
In 909 he joined a Benedictine
monastery in Baume. That same
year his abbot, St. Berno, left to
become the abbot of the new
monastery in Cluny, so Odo

joined him.

In A.D. 927 Odo succeeded
Berno as abbot and did much to

extend the influence of Cluny

“Chairs for the poor were always
placed in his presence and at in-
tervals meals were put in front of
them, that he might see for him-
self what and how much food was
given to them. Nor was he lim-
ited to receiving a certain number,
but when more happened to be
present, at least of those who
seemed deserving, more were
brought in to him. No one was
ever turned away from his door

without alms being given.

His servants so arranged that he
always had dishes at hand that he
might give. Drink also was
brought, which he distributed
after inspecting and tasting it, so
that those might first drink to
whom he gave a portion of his
bread. Believing that he received

Christ in the poor, and reverently

throughout Europe. He reached
out to monasteries whose spiritual
life was lax and encouraged them
to return to the form of monastic
life envisioned by St. Benedict—a
life of prayer, manual labor, and
community life under the direc-

tion of a spiritual father.

While his suggestion was not
welcomed by all, many monaster-
ies began to choose more worthy
abbots, placed more emphasis on
the spiritual lives of their monks,
and worshipped with a greater
sense of reverence. Some commu-
nities, however, responded with
disdain. In Fleury, for example,
the monks violently resisted him

visiting their abbey. Odo simply

honoring Him in them, he

brought Christ to himself in their

persons, whose delight it is, ac-
cording to the prophet, to ‘give
rest to the weary’ (Is. 28:12). How
much do those diminish the merit
they receive who send out their
alms but do not bring in the poor
to themselves. For in this way
they exclude from their houses
Christ Himself, who says, ‘I was a

stranger and you welcomed

me’ (Mt. 25:35).

In order to surpass the justice of
the Pharisees, as the Lord com-
manded (see Mt. 5:20), he had a
ninth part of the produce of his
fields set apart. From this the
poor were fed in certain of his
houses, and clothes and shoes
were provided for them in these

places. To those who met him he

spoke calmly and soothingly to
them, waited three days, and then
humbly rode a donkey into the
abbey. His overtures won them
over. Thus, through his personal
influence, Odo was largely respon-
sible for the sweeping reform of
monastic life that took place over

the next two centuries.

Beyond his efforts among his
brother monks, Odo was often
called upon by the Pope to inter-
cede in tumultuous political af-
fairs—particularly between the
king of Italy and the Patrician
Alberic. It was on his return from
one such mediation that died in
942. His feast day is celebrated on
November 19.

gave coins that he carried for this
purpose, and that he gave secretly
either himself or through a reli-
able servant; sometimes when
money was bequeathed for some
man, he received it along with the
needy, rejoicing and choosing to
be joined to the poor; he distrib-
uted it at once and compensated
those who had given by a gener-
ous performance of the divine

office in return for the small gift.”




	Key Events: A.D. 900-1000

	Key Concept: Cluny

	Diocese of Scranton

	April 2011

	Volume 1, Issue 9

	A.D.:Anno Domini

	A Church history supplement for adult Catholics

	This Month’s Focus: A.D. 900-1000

	Diocesan Mission

	 Statement

	Get to Know:  Saint Odo of Cluny (A.D. 879-942)

	In Their Own Words: The Life of St. Gerald of Aurillac by St. Odo

	Page #

	A.D.:Anno Domini

	St. Odo was famous for his love of the poor.  He called them “the doorkeepers of heaven.”

	St. Gerald was a layman who had lived not far from Odo’s monastery.  Researching his life, he became convinced of his sanctity. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



