
that Jesus had only one nature—a 

divine nature.  Those who held 

this position believed that at the 

Incarnation, Jesus’ humanity was 

absorbed by His divinity like a 

drop of water in the ocean. The 

council authoritatively confirmed 

that Jesus was two natures—

human and divine, in one. 

452: Pope Leo the Great meets 

Attila the Hun and convinces him  

not to destroy Rome.  It is un-

known exactly what was said be-

tween the two. 

476: Official end of the Western 

Roman Empire (the Eastern por-

tion—Constantinople—doesn’t fall 

until 1453). 

410: The Visigoths sack Rome 

under king Alaric. 

430: St. Augustine dies. 

431: The third ecumenical coun-

cil, the Council of Ephesus, is 

held.  The council was called to 

address the issue of Nestorianism.  

Nestorius was the Patriarch of 

Constantinople.  He taught that 

Jesus was a union of two people—

one human and one divine—

though he himself was neither 

human or divine.  Since he de-

nied the unity of Jesus’ human 

and divine natures in one person, 

Nestorius taught that you couldn’t 

call Mary the Mother of God 

(since she was only the mother of 

the human body Jesus had).  The 

Council condemned Nestorian-

ism and affirmed the consistent 

teaching of Scripture and Tradi-

tion—Christ is one Person with 

two natures (human and divine).  

When the decision of the council 

was pronounced the people of 

Ephesus rejoiced and carried the 

bishops on their shoulders 

through the city streets. 

445: Emperor Valentinian III 

acknowledges papal supremacy. 

451: The fourth ecumenical coun-

cil, the Council of Chalcedon, is 

held.  The council was called to 

primarily address the heresy of 

Monophysitism, which believed 

Key Events: A.D. 400-500 

Key Concept: Monasticism 

During the fifth century monasti-

cism began to flourish.  Monasti-

cism is characterized by a life of 

prayer and self-denial lived in 

seclusion from the world and 

under a fixed “rule” (such as the 

Rule of St. Benedict) with pro-

fessed vows.  Monastic communi-

ties withdraw from the affairs of 

the world in order to seek God 

through a life of simplicity and 

silence.  Men and women who 

enter the monastic life seek to 

model themselves on Christ by 

dedicating themselves to a life of 

prayer and penance. 

There are two types of monastic 

life.  The eremitical, or hermit 

life, involves individuals withdraw-

ing into loosely organized groups 

to live an isolated ascetical life.  

The word “hermit” comes from 

the Greek words for “desert” or 

“lonely.”  The second and more 

common form of the monastic life 

is known as the cenobitical, or 

common life.  This form of mo-

nastic life is lived in community. 

In the history of monasticism, the 

most influential individual is St. 

Benedict, who lived from AD 480-

547.  His “rule” is used by almost 

every monastic community be-

cause of its moderation. 

D I O C E S E  O F  S C R A N T O N  

November 2010 

Volume 1, Issue 5 

A.D.:Anno Domini 
A Church history supplement for adult Catholics 

 

This Month’s Focus: A.D. 400-500 

Diocesan Mission 
 Statement 

“We the Catholic faithful 

of the Diocese of Scranton, 

in union with our Holy 

Father, the Pope, are called 

through baptism to share 

in the mission which Jesus 

Christ has entrusted to the 

One, Holy, Catholic and 

Apostolic Church. Priests, 

deacons, religious and laity, 

under the leadership of our 

Bishop, cooperate to pro-

claim the Gospel in accor-

dance with the teaching of 

the Church to celebrate 

the sacraments, especially 

the Eucharist, for the salva-

tion of all, and to witness 

by grace to the Kingdom of 

God so as to promote a 

culture of life, justice and 

peace.” 
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St. Augustine is arguably the most 

influential theologian in the his-

tory of the Church.  His early life 

was a mixture of promise and 

concern.  Born to a pagan father 

and a Christian mother (St. 

Monica), Augustine was an excel-

lent student, whose natural abili-

ties enabled him to make a name 

for himself in the world.  At the 

same time, he was living a life of 

low morals.  For example,  he 

cohabited with a woman for 15 

years, with whom he had a son.  

Augustine, likewise, fell under the 

influence of the Manichees—a 

heretical religious sect that be-

lieved that life was a constant bat-

tle between the forces of darkness 

and light. 

Around AD 375 Augustine left 

the Manichees and began an intel-

lectual journey that, with the help 

of St. Ambrose, led him to em-

brace Christianity and be baptized 

in AD 387.  Augustine would go 

on to be ordained a priest in 391 

and ordained as bishop in 395. 

After his conversion, Augustine 

wrote many works of a theological 

and spiritual nature.  His two most 

famous works are Confessions, 

which is his autobiography, and 

City of God, which is a response to 

pagans who believed Christianity 

was responsible for the downfall of 

the Roman Empire. 

St. Augustine’s writings touched 

on almost every conceivable issue 

of Christian faith—the Trinity, 

grace, the Fall of mankind, Origi-

nal Sin, repentance, the sacra-

ments, predestination, and atone-

ment.  Many of his insights were 

so profound and well reasoned 

that they became enshrined as the 

official position of the Church. 

St. Augustine also developed a 

monastic “rule” that demonstrated 

his interest in the ascetical life.  A 

number of monastic communities 

continue to follow his rule today.  

After his death St. Augustine’s 

legacy continued on, as his was the 

leading voice in Christian philoso-

phy and theology for 800 years. 

Get to Know: St. Augustine (A.D. 354-430) 

In Their Own Words: St. Augustine Confessions 
me” (Mt. 19:2l). And by such ora-
cle was he immediately converted 
unto You. So quickly I returned to 
the place where Alypius was sitting; 
for there had I put down the vol-
ume of the apostles, when I rose 
thence. I grasped, opened, and in 
silence read that paragraph on 
which my eyes first fell—“Not in 
rioting and drunkenness, not in 
chambering and wantonness, not 
in strife and envying; but put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
not provision for the flesh, to ful-
fill the lusts thereof” (Rom. 13:13-
14). No further would I read, nor 
did I need; for instantly, as the 
sentence ended—by a light, as it 
were, of security infused into my 
heart—all the gloom of doubt van-
ished away. 

Closing the book, then, and put-
ting either my finger between, or 
some other mark, I now with a 
tranquil countenance made it 
known to Alypius. And he thus 

disclosed to me what was wrought 
in him, which I knew not. He 
asked to look at what I had read. I 
showed him; and he looked even 
further than I had read, and I 
knew not what followed. This it 
was, verily, “Him that is weak in 
the faith, receive” (Rom. 14:1); 
which he applied to himself, and 
discovered to me. By this admoni-
tion was he strengthened; and by a 
good resolution and purpose, very 
much in accord with his character 
(wherein, for the better, he was 
always far different from me), with-
out any restless delay he joined me. 
Thence we go in to my mother. 
We make it known to her—she 
rejoices. We relate how it came to 
pass—she leaps for joy, and tri-
umphs, and blesses You, who art 
able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think 
(Eph. 3:20); for she perceived You 
to have given her more for me than 
she used to ask by her pitiful and 
most doleful groanings.’ 

‘I was saying these things and weep-
ing in the most bitter contrition of 
my heart, when, lo, I heard the 
voice as of a boy or girl, I know not 
which, coming from a neighboring 
house, chanting, and oft repeating, 
“Take up and read; take up and 
read.” Immediately my counte-
nance was changed, and I began 
most earnestly to consider whether 
it was usual for children in any 
kind of game to sing such words; 
nor could I remember ever to have 
heard the like. So, restraining the 
torrent of my tears, I rose up, inter-
preting it no other way than as a 
command to me from Heaven to 
open the book, and to read the 
first chapter I should light upon. 
For I had heard of Antony, that, 
accidentally coming in while the 
gospel was being read, he received 
the admonition as if what was read 
were addressed to him, “Go and 
sell that you have, and give to the 
poor, and you shall have treasure 
in heaven; and come and follow 

“Instantly, as the 

sentence ended—by a 

light, as it were, of 

security infused into 

my heart—all the 

gloom of doubt 

vanished away.” 
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St. Augustine’s ordination 
as both a priest and a 
bishop was controversial 
in his day, due to his well-
known sinful past. 

St. Augustine’s conversion 
would prove to be a pivotal 
moment in the life of the 
Church. 


	Key Events: A.D. 400-500

	Key Concept: Monasticism

	Diocese of Scranton

	November 2010

	Volume 1, Issue 5

	A.D.:Anno Domini

	A Church history supplement for adult Catholics

	This Month’s Focus: A.D. 400-500

	Diocesan Mission

	 Statement

	Get to Know: St. Augustine (A.D. 354-430)

	In Their Own Words: St. Augustine Confessions

	Page #

	A.D.:Anno Domini

	St. Augustine’s ordination as both a priest and a bishop was controversial in his day, due to his well-known sinful past.

	St. Augustine’s conversion would prove to be a pivotal moment in the life of the Church.



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



